METTERNICH'S AUSTRIA 69

skill, bespoke the caution of a wounded and still vulnerable protago-
nistin these great events.

3 Metternich’s Austria: Pyrrhic Victory
Abroad, Social Question at Home

“These wounds had grown more grievous as the conflict lasted. Leo-
old, who had initially greeted the French Revolution, felt obliged
for the sake of his sister Marie Antoinette to adopt a threatening pos-

re; an Austro-Prussian alliance in February 1792 encouraged
rench revolutionaries to declare war on encircling ‘reaction’ in
pril. French belligerence, the conservatism of Leopold’s son and
fuccessor Francis (17921835} and numerous points of contact of
abshurg and Imperial lands with an expansionist France in Bel-
wm, Ttaly and Alsace made co-existence impossible. To the
dogged Thugut, Austrian foreign minister from 1793 to 1801, fell
difficult task of relating the balance of power politics of the eight-
thicentury to a new, revolutionary challenge, for the second and
rd partitions of Poland were taking place {1793, 1795) at the same
e as France advanced in the Austrian Netherlands and old ideas of
clgium/Bavaria swap revived. Ausiria participated only in the
ird- Partition whereby Poland disappeared from the map. But
s advance through north Laly to the Austrian Alps

The period from the 1790s to :_wﬁw 1s :HW_MM%” MWWMMMMMMU HM HMMMMMM,“
strian history. 'This is a pity because 1l ever wre ate
WMMMMQ in the Mwosmanfum long m:n#n to n:mwo:.ﬁmw m:m WMWM HMN_H%HW&
/ in these paradoxical yvears, when an ossilying - repudia
ww“wwr_m H.m%nﬁ,m:ma while mﬁmmam progress was _H_zm_m_a. MWMM_MWMW MM“M )
of his goals. In much of the empire %.Eﬁn_m ca .nm_. ,.wm # :nn;:nnmﬂ.
of Austria from 1804 the lineaments ol a centra HmmE uu. Mm cra
state using a German lingua franca wnn“&dn n_mmnnm. Lhe \oWnHMo:m
state church and the commitment to @E:,_.m;.‘a.m&c?:_oﬁﬁm <0
lidated, while a limited economic modernisation got Mz ﬂ.:w «Mwo_,
in the absence of the nexus Umnén.n:. nn::,m_.aa an mnH.,Mm o
which had characterised the Josephinist experiment, M_rm_ Hozww_,.m%
lumbering advance gave it no wﬂ.: t.r:um in its po %wm 0 M:n._m.

hearts. The sense of a lack of inner vitality, Cmani_m,ﬁwo: Mo:wmnm
opean norm, which was to r.mz:.ﬁ the gozw?j.mr\*%mﬁ ecades;
already the subject of recrimination well before 1848.

poleon’
86-97), then his victories at Marengo in nerth Italy and Hohen-
endn southern Germany (1800), ended Austrian participation in
first.and second anti-French coalitions respectively, through the
1es'of Campo Formio (1797) and Lunéville {1801;. How, lamen-
hugut after the former treaty, could one challenge the energies
onaparte with the typical Viennese, who cared nothing for ‘the
ourofthe Monarchy’ or its longer-term future, provided he could
the old city bastions (now a recreational area} and eat his fiied
nin peace.’ Actually, the treaties retained some traditional
ncing. features. Austria lost Belgium and Lombardy but was
ensated by the acquisition of Venice and its provinces in Istria
almatia, four mitlion subjects gone for one and a half million
di as Thugut sourly calculated.
wever; the Third Coalition, formed with Britain and Russia in
and ending for Austria at the field of Austerlitz {December
was-a different story. By the Treaty of Pressburg Austria was
ditocede Dalmatia to France, the ‘T'yrol to Bavaria and lost the
ning Vorlande, gaining only Salzburg in paltry exchange, This
ienna itself was occupied by the French. Though the equable
fiese. do not scem to have resented their uninvited gucsts, the
¢aches of Austrian society were goaded into a self-assertion
Hike:the Prussian response to defeat at Jena {1807). Austria’s

The Anti-revolutionary wars

The protracted wars with revolutionary and ZNHWO_P@O,HHMQME
brought out both the strengths and im,mw:nm.amm 3. _‘ us %m& e
opeanism. On the one hand she alone of continenta Mms : om_
Britain in all five anti-French nom_ﬁ_o:m Uﬁ.s\.nﬁw HM - m_,ﬁz o
during which her peoples united ?w::.i the mv..:.va\ wniﬁmwo;
revolutionary hlandishments. Yet the impact of :H.qwﬁngop.mz w..r:"
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sian contemporaries, Stein and Ewan:uumnmu under snw:,u: T. .
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tic movement of the doomed campaign of Hmom :m& .FM.H.NM.::M"
than stirrings in other German _.m:mm. _P:m.::m s crak -.u MW
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side at the battle of Leipzig (1813), for all Metternich’s dip;
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