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Em.::o the nineteenth; its victory proved a Pyrrhic one. Its best
litary leader, the Archduke Karl, a man with a E:H,n. ﬁnﬁwwm
ense of the Monarchy’s underlying weaknesses and 39& %:m.m > M
Enﬂan to En French Revolution than Metternich’s, had been mmﬁm
<mw<.maw-r:mn_ by Austria’s escape. His pessimism um:uo:ﬁ opposi ,
m@:.:.om. the age had no doubt influenced his preference mow Ma.womm
giwar with H:.mw:nnu but his offensive military ma}mﬁmm_? and Ew
mcmﬁm.m”m war minister were innovatory: the mgio_uﬁmmp of BE.
tmedicine and archives, the reduction oflife-long military servi .
4years, the abolition of the harshest punishments in :msw\p.a ::wn
nso0f.1807, The common soldier came under no:man_,m:.o: mcm_, :M.A.
ime. wc.n m.ommm:m was retained and Karl’s endeavours to uvo:mm
fcommissions failed, while inflation-hit pay ﬁmam‘m:o,n_ at Mari:
eresan levels. The army that emerged from the Napoleonic SJW
ardly .ns:mﬁtmm to underwrite an Austrian wmwm_\zmcsﬁ, v i m
pe: Besides, theissue in 1811 of a new paper currency at a ww ws
alue one-fifth that of the paper money withdrawn - o@nnaiw_ 1
orced devaluation by 80% - showed that the Monarchy had n M
ome her endemic financial problems. ﬁ‘.mﬂ-m:amama«_.:mmmoo
elled the volume of paper notes in circulation mdﬂ,:. 35 milli .
pams in 1795 to 337 million in 1802 and 1060 million by _,m._ 1 .
wpeace terms of the Congress of Vienna (1814-15) ﬂn:mnﬁm
¥i o.:? a qualified victory for Metternich. They mmmoina hi u
ﬂ..& dynastic legitimacy in France and Ttaly, and put :w ] .
¢ n_ﬂ.d:oﬂ Holy Roman Empire a 83:_8% enough Uo% \mnw
man @n:wnmmwmac:u (the Bund ) of 39 states with m UWW at HL,ZWMQH
an:w:w@_m.m presidency. But he was unable 1o prevent the
of .mﬂ:m,ﬁm mnto central Lurope through the creation of th
e85 H%Emm.oE of Poland under the Tsar, or the compensati N
ia for.this by the acquisition of half of Saxony. The Mnm,dw:o‘:
geof Austrian possessions in the Netherlands and wo:\#r-s&(.w
y-for ..Hrn .:o:rﬁz Italian provinces of Lombardy-V n:ﬁw
territorially F.:m:ﬁ monarchy for the first time. W:ﬁ it a,e.mw
(German one just at the point when Prussia was strengthen-
German credentials by taking over the Rhineland ,
¢ J_O._Qs.ndm von Metternich (17731859} S_mm. next to
Lirancis, the most important political figure in :,E ?: ire
5 .EQ.,:,@E of 1815 to the revolution of 1848. >am:~dm:gz mﬂ t
ellor Q.SE 1824 State Chancellor) his influence Smm‘m ﬁm,ﬁ %w
iedito “mowﬁ.m: policy overlook the ::Q::rmmm owmcanﬁmowa\_w
oltcy ‘1n a polity several of whase nm,:mzﬁzni ,@moﬁmm

anti-Prussian line of Kaunitz or Thugut and the support of Balkan
Christians against Ottoeman rule. Following Thugut’s fallin 1801 the
influence of the balance of power theorist Gentz and the young diple:
mat Metternich came to the fore. Austria did not support the Serb
rising against the Turks in 1804, destined to be the first stage in the
recreation of an independent Serbia. Where the status quo ante was
irrecoverable, as in Germany, Vienna’s policy was directed at main
taining as much of her traditional preeminence as possible. Thi
meant thwarting both new aspirations for a more ‘national’ organt
sation of Germany and traditional Russo-Prussian or Russo-French
power deals liable to entrench the influence of flanking states inthe
German centre of the continent, But this runs ahead: in the fir
instance Napoleon’s humiliating hegemony had to be challeng
and overthrown. The prospects for this in the first post-1809.yea
seemed slim. As France’s ally, Austria had to participate militaril
in Napoleon’s grandiose anti-Russian expedition of 1812, Mean
while the German national movement, against which Austt
{much less so Prussia) now shut her lace, was growing apace amon|
patriotic notables and the student Burschenschaften. Yet in these ye
Metternich, who had moved from the Paris embassy to take over for
eign affairs in the Vienna Chancellery in 1309, made the reputat
he never subsequently allowed Europe to forget. Skilfully -tak
advantage of Napoleon’s Russian failure he positioned Austria
as intermediary between the French and the other powers, then
neutral mediator and finally as an armed one, till aligning her op!
with the fifth anti-French coalition of 181313, all the while-wit
provoking Napoleon into a preemptive strike. Under Field Mar
Karl Schwarzenberg Austrian troops joined Russia and Prussi
inflict Napoleon’s first major defeat at the battle of Leipzig in:©
ber 1813; eventually three hundred thousand were under arms
other two powers’ alliance at Kalisch in February that year:n
enabling the Russian presence in central Europe which Mette
feared, but he was confident enough to go along with it so as toid
the Russians west against the French, while expecting to frus;
their ambitions in Poland later. The claim to have tipped thes¢
against Napoleon gave Austria, however, high prestige in theie
tion and laid the basis for Metternich’s conservative influence
post-war era. Indeed, historians have often called it after him
‘Chis exagaerated the underlying strength of Austria’s positiogn
1815. The empire that had seemed on the verge ol extinctionit
mid-cighteenth century took too complacent a view of its Fur
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