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ursued their humble Livelihoods with a moving pertinacity and
€source. About the south Hungarian town of Szeged in 1848 were
mployed 800 peasant masons of various kinds, 800 boatmen, 200
arters, 200 navvies, 120 millers, 100 tile-brick burners, 80 preparers
ikas and 50 each of women fish cutters and loafbakers for way-
e of these trades had taken on corporative forms, with
shermen binding together to buy river leases, and amalgamations of
boat owners which might leave individuals employing 100 to 150
en:The most potentially dynamic branch of Hungarian peasant
diistry — textiles - was, however, largely snuffed out by competi-
i-frém the Austro-Bohemian lands.
In-these lands the already mature domestic textile industry pro-
ded-a base for the transition to manufacture and the industrial
stem: The process moved at different rates as the cotton, then wool-
and finally linen branches were mechanised. Though there were
50,000 linen domestic workers in Bohemia in the mid-1830s, seven
fiés more than there were factory workers, the former figure
eady represented a decline. The turning-point in the iron industry
mewith the use of coke-fired hot ovens in the Vitkovice works in
B36;:for some time, however, Bohemian production remainee
ind that in the technically more conservative Alpine lands, with
irample reserves of charcoal. Other industries to be mechanised
luded paper making and sugar refining from the late 1820s and
rewing and stecam-milling from the end of the period. But growth
alsoroccurred in industries organised on more traditional lines and

ntred in the capitals Vienna and Prague: leather, glove-making
id .m:w among them,
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The craft workshop and domestic ws&:m_QM were still numerically
dominant over factory enterprise but the guilds were C.EQQ Hmmwnmw
ing pressure. Even hefore the legislation n.uw 1609-1 _,.Sr:.r o.oM:EJMT
the undermining of their legal prerogatives vnmﬂ.ﬂz in the eig .J.Hnm:
century, official policy aimed to blur the distinction vm:{mm.:. _mnﬁw”"
owners and master craftsmen by casing the grant of Q:Nm:m.“
(Birgerrecht) which the former H..w.m::mn.m to be legally m.ygamwn%onw
town-based plants. Guilds remained; in remoter parts o ‘ ;ﬁwzﬂmg
they were even being set up for the m.:,.ﬁ time. The Bcwan.m.&:m.
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lines. Hungarian research, oosrzdn&. by Austrian, r.sw s wﬂMb he e
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to work only part of the year at their nw.m: and for Emm.ﬂn;nwo WD:u 3
their apprentices contrary to wnm:_ms_o:m, érms. :5‘.{. had themis
all — and there were only 0.67 apprentices per master i .E::mm:j :
1846 and 1.5 in Austriain 1837. Competition was increasing _.uﬁém
guilds and inside them. Masters were wﬁm:.m supplied with ﬂ.rmzi :‘Ek.ﬁ
rials by merchantsor found :HoEmm.Tdm.UoEm oBt._owom by m:ﬂnm,m on
piece-work basis - 30 or 40 at a time in H._:.. textile trade in Vienn
This was the beginnings of proletariantsation. .
A feature of the decline of the guild system was the movement s
craft activity from the chartered ‘royal’ fowns, where it was cwﬂrﬁ.
ally confined, to the less regulated countryside, a process wo:o#ﬂ.mm
little later in Hungary than in Austria. mi the distinction Uﬂ.s”.m
guild production and *peasant industry” is not .m_s.m%m easy ﬂc~mmw. :
A guild organisation could encompass part-time peasant w 9.,. er
who wove the cotton yarn spun by their wives, or .Em&n hoots: an
shoes from their own leather. Other activities might mcvm_mﬁ..
guild crafis, like the many varieties of mason who worked in bz
or wood as opposed to the stone of the guild member, or H:m.Emﬁr
women who sold the food most day-labourers mmmcw:um bought, rat !
than the dearer beefor bread of the guildsman. Swelling populaéidi

rom this outline the wide regional variationsin type and distribu-
rofindusiry will already be apparent. One of the most developed
£1ons was actually Lombardy-Venetia, soon to be detached from
lic: Monarchy. In the German-Siav Jands the key role of Bohemia
i coming to the fore. By 1848 it had nearly half their cotton mills
smined 50% of their coal. While its domestic textile industry
ieved the transition to factory status, that of the Alpine lands gra-
1y declined. Meanwhile, the Hungarian lands produced about
iLEighth of the Monarchy’s industrial wealth in 1841 inner Hun-
ary-then had just eleven steam engines. However, in the quickening

40siron replaced food processing as the most developing sector and
fact that by that time Hungary imported as much from Austria as
xXported suggests its rural self-sufliciency was ending. Pest, its lar-
town, actually grew faster than Prague in this period. In Croalia,




