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The moment that the Communists took over the reins in Czechoslovakia on February 25, 1948 may
be understood, among other things, as the beginning of the anti-Communist resistance. It is no secret
that Western non-Communist powers participated in this resistance, which combined the interests of
Czechoslovak exiles with the interests of the countries facing supposed or real threat from the Soviet
Union and its nascent system of satellites.

The anti-Communist resistance, called the “third resistance” in Czechoslovakia, is understood (if it
is accepted at all) as concrete armed, intelligence or sabotage operations between the years 1948-1956.
The participants were tens of thousands of Czechoslovak citizens, either living on state territory or in
exile, who acted of their own will. In many cases, the resistance formed independently and spontane-
ously, in response to the terror the Communists were unleashing against those who thought differently.
Where this resistance was organized, it was directed by several not very tightly coordinated centers
abroad.

The country’s position between East and West predestined it to witness dramatic Cold War clashes.
While they did not develop into open conflict, they are undoubtedly significant. In recognizing and
describing them, we can also come to appreciate their victims’ value.

More than fifty years have passed since the couriers’ operations, but the topic is still little known,
and historical science covers it only randomly. Many documents are yet to be made available - mostly
from democratic countries’ archives. Yet it is our duty to try to clarify and redefine what happened. We
must answer questions concerning the significance and accomplishments of the resistance. We must
remember the thousands of fellow citizens who were imprisoned, executed or killed on the border,
and who embarked on a war against totalitarian power, conscious of the huge risks this involved for
themselves and their relatives.

Last but not least, this exhibit reminds us of the anniversary of the Communist coup d’état in
Czechoslovakia - the reason why thousands of our fellow citizens bravely fought the totalitarian
power.

The (Communist) Secret Police (StB) succeeded in capturing about four thousand people who parti-
cipated in intelligence operations in Czechoslovakia as couriers, organizers abroad and their assistants
on Czechoslovak territory.

Approximately 250 couriers were sentenced to long-term imprisonment. Nineteen couriers were
executed, at least seven died on the border, and eleven died in prisons.
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Not all of them were textbook heroes. They lived in an era that placed immense demands on the
individual. Yet they took the risks, and they deserve our respect.

The Institute for the Study of Totalitarian Regimes wishes to thank all those who participated in the

preparation of this exhibit, most notably the Prague City Museum (Muzeum hlavniho mésta Prahy) and
the Police Museum of the Czech Republic (Muzeum Policie CR).

ON THE COLD WAR FRONT - CZECHOSLOVAKIA 1948-1956

THE BEGINNING

February 1948 meant the beginning of fundamental changes in society and state. Citizens were in
for massive existential changes. Persecution took various forms. Non-Communists fell prey to purges in
the areas of state administration, education, military, and security. 4,600 officers were forced to leave
the army by 1949. The National Front’s Action committees dismissed approximately 28,000 employees.
75,000 officials had to leave the national committees, some 20,000 officials were forced to leave trade
unions and boards, and about 15,000 people were forced out of Sokol (lit. “falcon,” a Czech organization
focused on physical education combined with the promotion of specific moral values, originally foun-
ded in 1862, eventually banned by the Communist government). The independence of political parties
was eliminated after February: the numbers of people expelled include about 120,000 officials of the
National Socialist Party, 100,000 officials of the People’s and Democratic Party, and some 20,000 Social
Democrats... Out of 600 state enterprise directors, 294 were dismissed; 18% of the 48,000 university
students, or 8,640 people, were expelled, and more than 500 university teachers were dismissed. Ove-
rall, about 250,000 to 280,000 people were affected by the purges - fired from their jobs or kicked out
of school. In 1948, about 3,000 people were detained, 7,000 were accused of political crimes, and the
(Communist) Secret Police (StB) conducted 3,700 house searches...

Thousands of persecuted citizens and convinced democrats could not come to terms with the new
situation. These people were deprived of their existence or were unable to live in the new political
regime for reasons of principle. They responded by getting involved in the resistance - following the
example from their recent past, during the Nazi occupation. Groups formed to produce and distribute
leaflets, gather weapons and obtain information. Fearing punishment for such activities, or even in-
dependently of this, tens of thousands of citizens decided to leave Czechoslovakia for the free world,
where they sought a new existence or wanted to participate in the anti-Communist resistance from
abroad.

Initially, individuals or small groups of exiles sent their couriers to Czechoslovakia. Their chief task
was to establish connection with the home country, bring fresh information, and lead family members
over the border or bring property that had been left behind in haste.

The first participants in the third resistance were veterans of the anti-Nazi resistance. One of the
first international resistance projects was the mission of Staff Captain Vaclav Knotek (1910-1948). Kno-
tek had experience from both domestic and international resistance (in Great Britain) during World
War II. Following the war, he was an employee of the Ministry of Interior, and before February 1948,
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he cooperated with the secretary of the National Socialist Party, Vladimir Krajina, as an intelligence
officer. As early as February 1948, he had to flee to avoid arrest by the StB, crossing the border to Ger-
many. In the spring, he arranged for the transfer of his wife and four children to the UK.

Knotek arrived in Czechoslovakia on a train on 15 June 1948, with a British passport in the name
of John Robert Coles. He changed his appearance using a wig, glasses, and rubber mouth inserts. He
intended to make use of his existing contacts with Czechoslovak authorities to build an information
channel leading abroad. Knotek even planned to use the radio connection of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, whose transmissions were to contain encrypted messages for exiles. However, one of his con-
tacts, Karel Svoboda, betrayed him to the StB on the second day of his stay in Czechoslovakia. Svoboda
was Knotek’s fellow fighter from the international resistance, a member of the WOLFRAM paratroo-
pers who became an official of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs after the war.

V¥V Miloslav Choc (born on Jan. 19, 1925), a student expelled after February 1948, lived in an exile camp
in Regensburg from March 26, 1948 to April 25, 1948. He returned to Czechoslovakia illegally with
resistance and courier assignments. On May 27, 1948, he allegedly assassinated Augustin Schramm,
an official of the Communist Party’s Central Committee. Choc was sentenced to death on November
25, 1948 and executed on February 19, 1949. The photograph is from the assassination reconstruction
V¥ Photograph of the dead V. Knotek. staged by the StB. Miloslav Choc is on the right.
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Knotek was arrested on an embankment of the Vltava River near Prague’s Law Faculty during a
meeting with Svoboda, and was taken to the StB prison on Washingtonova Street in the early evening
of June 16, 1948. During the prison entrance procedures, he succeeded in taking poison hidden in his
mouth. The StB kept Knotek’s death a secret for a long time afterwards.

Thus what might have been the very first attempt at an intelligence action on the part of exiles un-
der British protection ended tragically and unsuccessfully. It suffered from the chaotic post-coup situa-
tion in Czechoslovakia as well as not very well thought out and underconspired preparation abroad.

ON THE COLD WAR FRONT - CZECHOSLOVAKIA 1948-1956

ORGANIZING INTERNATIONAL RESISTANCE

After February 1948, exiles abroad began organizing new resistance towards the revival of a de-
mocratic Czechoslovakia. Many democratic politicians had fled from the country, intending to build
a united political leadership of those in exile and participate in the resistance movement as during
the period of the First and Second world wars. National Socialist exiles included Hubert Ripka, the
party’s chairman Petr Zenkl, Vladimir Krajina, and Ladislav K. Feierabend. Jozef Lettrich represented
the Slovak Democratic Party. Adolf Prochazka and Ivo Duchac¢ek from the ranks of “lidovci” (Christian
Democrats) left the country, but the party’s leaders Jan Sramek and Franti$ek Hala were caught at-
tempting to leave and were detained. Vaclav Majer of the Social Democrats left the country. Bohumil
Lau$man also left at the end of 1949, but the party rejected him. Diplomats such as Sergej Ingr and Jan
Papéanek joined the exiles as well.

The international resistance movement formed under difficult conditions, without advance prepara-
tion and lacking its own finances. This is why it had to accept the support of Western democratic gover-
nments, primarily the Government of the US. The process of establishing a parent authority for Czech
exiles started in the spring of 1948, with a view to forming the Council of Free Czechoslovakia (CFC)
on the national holiday, 28 October 1948. However, the CFC was announced only later, at its meeting
held in Washington, DC from February 19-25, 1949. Petr Zenkl was elected chairman of the elected pre-
sidium, with Jozef Lettrich as his deputy. The CFC resided in Washington, with branches in London and
Paris. The absence of a respected uniting personality proved to be a problem. The Council was formed
in February 1949, but was fragmentary since its inception and virtually incapable of action.

In addition to exercising a political leadership role, the Council intended to act as the leading anti-
Communist resistance authority. The creation of an intelligence organization was planned with several
parts, subordinate to the intelligence services of the US, the UK and France.

The Council of Free Czechoslovakia initially entrusted deputy and participant in the Second Re-
sistance Antonin Barto$ with leadership of the exile intelligence organization.

Thus the organization was formed in 1949, virtually coordinated by Sergej Ingr, whom the Council
formally appointed as head of the special task department only later, in June 1952. Ingr’s loose subordi-
nates were the heads of the intelligence sections associated with the Allies’ intelligence services:

USA General Franti$ek Moravec - “Arnold”

UK Lt. Col. Karel Jindtich Prochazka - “Proud”

France Gen. Cenék Kudlaéek - “Hutnik”

All of these forces were active in the occupied parts of Germany and/or Austria.

12 /7 13



i SMET]

DEJIIIY °
. — Konference
. —_// L emigrantskych £
AL N7 zrdded SR & T
L'"! ‘ 1 LonDYN spl £ : &

Zprava z tisku: Pod ochrannym kfidlem anglické konservativni viddy se seSly v Londyné
na konferenci sekce t. zv. »evropského hnuti: politické mrtvoly, které narody zemi lidové de-
mokracie vykoply na smetisté déjin. Konference se zGCastnily nejraznéjsi fasistické Ziviy,
zlo¢incei a podnéccvatelé nové vdlky, na podoru jejichz zlo¢inecké ¢innosti uréila viada USA
zdkonem 100 milionfi dolart.

Churchill k emtigrantskému smetf: »Nds 1Sechny spojuje jedna spolednd mySlenka g spoleény osud.¢

A A cartoon from the February 9, 1952 issue of Rudé pravo.

k- 1a fak koukdm do kniby dodavateld Ipiondinich 1ardr @ informac, beatfe Bipka, vy my of 20 chelll ne- <« Association of exile with espionage and betrayal. Title page of the June 1950 issue of Dikobraz magazine.

hindasns mit ea aroddvet | AL O AL

ON THE COLD WAR FRONT - CZECHOSLOVAKIA 1948-1956 14 /7 15



Similarly to the political exile scene, the intelligence exile movement also went through a number
of crises and problems. The unified intelligence service concept did not work out. The individual intel-
ligence sections associated with the Allies’ intelligence services were completely independent of each
other, and served their sponsors. In the end, no subordination to the CFC was implemented. The only
unifying factor was the authority of Gen. Sergej Ingr.

General Sergej Ingr (1894-1956). A member of the Czech Legions in
Russia and France during World War I. Graduate of the Ecole Supérieure
de Guerre in Paris. Land Commander of Defense of the Nation (ON) after
the occupation of Czechoslovakia in 1939. Left the country for international
resistance in May 1939; member of the Czechoslovak National Committee
in Paris and head of the Military Administration. Minister of Defense of the
Czechoslovak exile government between 1940 and 1944, and the Supreme
Commander of Czechoslovak military forces from 1944 to April 1945. Preven-
ted from working in the Czechoslovak military after liberation; held the po-
sition of Czechoslovak ambassador to the Netherlands from December 1947.
Resigned his position in response to the coup in February 1948. Active in the
anti-Communist resistance in Paris until his sudden death in 1956.

Antonin Barto$ - “Braun” (1910-1998). A post office clerk, active Sokol member, and National
Socialist. Left for the international army in 1940, fought in France, took special courses in the UK, and
led the successful CLAY paratroopers on Protectorate territory from April 1944 until the end of the war.
Deputy of the National Socialist Party after the war. Left the country in February 1948. Worked with
the intelligence services of the US Counter Intelligence Corps (CIC) in Germany at least between 1950
and 1952. Led his own group subordinate to Gen F. Moravec. Later relocated to the USA and remained
active in the exile movement.

ON THE COLD WAR FRONT - CZECHOSLOVAKIA 1948-1956

UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF THE USA

“Moravec’s espionage group is subordinated to an American intelligence service, probably the MIS. (According
to earlier knowledge, it was subordinated to the CIC). According to Ktivohlavy, it is subordinated to the FBL*

Summary report on Moravec's espionage group, |. Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior, 1954

Organizing Czechoslovak intelligence groups under the patronage of the US intelligence services
started on the territory of Germany's US occupation zone in the summer of 1948. It was initiated by
Charles Katek, who, residing in Frankfurt, directed the cover-up organization ERU (Economic Research
Unit) located in Regensburg. The ERU discontinued its activity in approximately 1953.

Colonel Charles Katek (1910-1971). A Czech-American; worked for the
Office of Strategic Services in Europe and cooperated with the Czechoslovak
resistance during the Second World War. Head of the US military mission in
Prague from 1945 and a military attaché of the US Embassy in Prague from
1946. Recalled on March 18, 1948, upon pressure from Communist authori-
ties. He subsequently organized Czechoslovak exile intelligence under the
patronage of the Counter Intelligence Corps (CIC) from Frankfurt from the
summer of 1948. Recalled to the US in 1954. Worked at the US Embassy in
Vienna between 1960 and 1965.

Through his deputy, Kurt Taub (“Taylor”), Katek directed the groups led
by Jaroslav Kagpar (“Paty”), Rudolf Drbohlav (“Ralph“), Frantisek Bogataj
(“Frank”), Alois Seda (“Subrt”) and Franti$ek Moravec (“Arnold”).

Each group consisted of a leader and two to three helpers, each of whom directed several couriers
independently. Each group also included a scribe and translator. Local canvassers recruited couriers
for the group in local refugee camps. Couriers lived in the group's detached facilities, privately, or in
refugee camps. The groups used many roads along the entire border. The couriers initially did not un-
dergo virtually any training. The scope of the courier’s work was mainly in the field of intelligence.
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Major Franti$ek Bogataj, AKA “Robert”, “Frank”, etc. (1913-1999). A Cze-
choslovak army officer from 1934; active in the Defense of the Nation orga-
nization following the Nazi occupation of Germany in 1939; left the country
to escape arrest and join international resistance in December 1939. Having
fought in France, he underwent training in the UK and became a member of
the successful CARBON paratroopers on Protectorate territory in 1944. After
the war, Bogataj studied at the War University. Fired from the military after
February 1948, he left the country to join the international resistance mo-
vement again in December 1948. Directed his own intelligence group sub-
ordinate to the ERU in Germany. Left for the US after the discontinuation of
intelligence groups in Germany in 1954. Worked as a bank clerk in Chicago.
The President of Czechoslovakia bestowed the M. R. Stefanik Order upon Franti$ek Bogataj in 1992, and
Mr. Bogataj was promoted to the rank of General later on in the 1990’s.

The Czechoslovak State Security Service (StB) won some of Bogataj's couriers over for cooperation.
Bedtich Hrdlitka (*1922) was one of them. He organized the StB arrest of Andrej Skvarek, a courier of
Bogataj's group, on the border (sentenced for 22 years) and staged Bogataj's kidnapping: he tried to
stun Bogataj on the border, but Bogataj, although injured, defended himself successfully.

Major Rudolf Drbohlav, AKA “Ralph” (1914-1954). A Czechoslovak army
officer; left the country for resistance after the occupation in 1939. Fought
in France and worked as a military intelligence officer in the UK. Studied at
the War University in Prague after the war; was expelled after February 1948
and then dismissed from the army. Drbohlav left the country in June 1948.
Directed an intelligence group from Regensburg, Germany, as early as at the
end of summer 1948. Following a number of failures caused by Communist
agents, his group was dismissed on April 28, 1952, and Rudolf Drbohlav left
for the UK to rejoin his family.

ON THE COLD WAR FRONT - CZECHOSLOVAKIA 1948-1956

Colonel Jaroslav Kaspar AKA “Paty” (1903-1995). A Czechoslovak army officer, artillerist and avia-
tor. Was active in the Defense of the Nation (ON) during the Nazi occupation, organizing emigration for
soldiers. He left the country to join the international resistance himself in early 1940. Jaroslav Kaspar
worked as an intelligence officer and diplomat in Turkey, the USSR and Iran, and later as a liaison offi-
cer with the Allies. Left Czechoslovakia again in April 1948; led an intelligence group under the CIC in
Germany from 1949 to 1955. He then left for the US and worked as an air force analyst at the Library of
Congress in Washington, D.C. Promoted to Major General in 1989. The President of the Czech Republic
bestowed upon him the T. G. Masaryk Order in Memoriam in 1998.

Colonel Alois Seda, AKA “Subrt” (1908-1999). Left the country in Ap-
ril 1948 and, together with his brother Ferdinand Seda, led an intelligence
group until 1951. In the US, A. Seda taught at the Defense Language Institute
in Monterey. Promoted to General's rank in the 1990s.

Intelligence groups were formed, regrouped and discontinued, and in
about 1952 they were united under the leadership of General Frantisek Mo-
ravec.

General FrantiSek Moravec (1895-1966) directed the Czechoslovak Ar-
my'’s military intelligence before WWII. On March 14, 1939, he and a group of
officers fled the occupation of Czechoslovakia to the UK, where he later joi-
ned the Czechoslovak resistance. Directed the military intelligence section
of the Ministry of Defense in the Czechoslovak exile government until 1945.
The Allies rated the results of his section very highly. Returning to Czecho-
slovakia, he was moved away to an inferior position between 1945 and 1948.
Dismissed from the military in March 1948, he left the country again. Under
the patronage of the US intelligence services, he started working against
the Czechoslovak communist regime from Germany. Ended his intelligence
activity in Germany at the end of 1954 and left for the US, where he worked

i

i

as an analyst for the US Department of Defense until his death on July 27, 1966. In 1991, the President of
Czechoslovakia awarded Frantisek Moravec the M. R. Stefanik Order in Memoriam and promoted him
to the rank of Army General.

18 /19



Sedmnactlet

teskoslovenskym
agentem _

nacapade

. Geraeh
0. Viiiller

DIRIGENT

ZAKULISI

A Propaganda books from the 1960’s aimed against the intelligence groups, compiled
under the patronage of the State Security Service (StB).

1

pncn UTEEENEU ZE

MILUJETE Kicwsiuses!
BRODRUZSTVI ¢ ==
VSTUPTE DO |

ZAPADNI NEMECKO. .4 potom, 2 Ameridand neuailuji o snie-

nil pofiu nezaméstnangeh M Kreslll O, Btembers

ON THE COLD WAR FRONT - CZECHOSLOVAKIA 1948-1956

119

Evsle BETL ¥ Dleburgs = ve3ad @ Sarlanstresss 18

%
y >
s . —a
— - L,
1 1
A
|
: : |
= Vi -
L
T _.-"‘_'1_
sakad @ Kiselareirsass
TRRY
| il .
| g T ;
i LAY
i | BE
Lt -
L | ]
.

A Drawings of the Delta intelligence school in Germany.
Drawn by Miloslav Kfivohlavy while in StB detention in
1954.

<« A cartoon from the magazine Dikobraz, Spring 1950.
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When interrogated, courier Miloslav
Kfivohlavy steered the StB towards the
idea of kidnapping General Moravec.
A drawing by Miloslav Kfivohlavy made
while in StB detention, 1954,

Moravec's group status in 1954. The staff was headquartered in Bensheim, Germany.
Major Milo§ Knorr - Moravec's deputy

Colonel Jaroslav Kaspar - Head of the Executive Group

Lieutenant-Colonel Alois Seda - selection and training of couriers; governing body
Staff Captain Imrich Erés - Instructor

Major Herbert Némec - Head of the Defense Department

Captain Jiti Stokman - Instructor

Major FrantiSek Bogataj - Head of the Balloon Base

Staff Captain Franti$ek Opelsky - executive section

Moravec group's structure in December 1954:

Head - relations with the senior American Office and the Council of Free Czechoslovakia

Operation Department - action planning and execution

Defense Department - verification, tracking of suspects

Economic Department - management of facilities, couriers’ equipment

Promotion Department - cooperation with RFE, VOA and the BBC, refugee interviews, analyses of
Czechoslovak press

Technical Department - draftsman and photographer; processing of obtained material

Schools: OKTA - radiotelegraphy; OKTA II. - technical training (dead drops, shooting, photographing,
radio training, secret scripts, visual intelligence...); DELTA - advanced and maintenance trai-
ning. Parachuting and balloon training took place on an individual basis.

Czechoslovak intelligence groups within the US intelligence services concluded their activity at the
end of 1954.

The following is an attempt at an overall summary of the losses on the part of the resistance move-
ment under the patronage of US intelligence services: During the period between 1950 and 1960, the
StB kept 2,299 persons connected to the activities of US intelligence services on file. 199 couriers were
arrested; 17 of them executed (Pavol Babik, Bohuslav Bene$, Petr CiZek, Jaroslav Dvorak, Rudolf Fuksa,
Stépan Gavenda, Karel Gruber, Jiti Hejna, Anton Kandrag, Lubomir Koukal, Augustin Lednicky, Alexan-
der Lhotsky, Ladislav Lindner, Josef Liska, Robert Puc¢ik, Emanuel Rendl, and Alois Suty); six other were
shot while being arrested or at the border (Jan Borysek, Josef Bursik, Bohumil Hasil, Bedtich Lorenc,
Josef Masek, and Bohuslav Pavla).
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CZECHOSLOVAK INTELLIGENCE OFFICE - UK

The Czechoslovak Intelligence Office (CIO) was formed at the turn of 1948 and 1949 as one of the bran-
ches of the planned exile intelligence organization. As such, it was initially a partner, and later a part of
UK's Secret Intelligence Office (SIS). General Sergej Ingr led the initial discussions with the British side,
and chose Col. Karel Prochazka for the position of CIO Head.

Colonel Karel Jindfich Prochazka, AKA “Kenneth Proud” (1905-1999).
Graduated from the Military Academy in Hranice in 1925, and became a Cze-
choslovak army officer. Completed studies at the War University between
1933 and 1936. Left the country for the resistance movement in 1939, fought
in France, and was an officer of the Czechoslovak Brigade in the UK. Was sent
to India from 1941 to 1944, and took part in the liberation of Czechoslovakia
in 1945 as a member of the artillery staff of the 1st Czechoslovak Armed Force.
Served as the General Secretary of the Czechoslovak Committee for Emigrati-
on of Slovaks from Hungary between 1946 and 1947. Served in the army until
February 1945; later left the country in August 1948 to become the head of the
Czechoslovak intelligence organization formed in the UK at that time. Led the
CIO from its inception to the end of its activity in 1957. Returned to his home country in 1991 and lived in
seclusion until his death in 1999.

The CIO headquarters were in London, situated consecutively at several addresses under the cover
name of Kenneth Proud Translation Office and internally called MEASURE. Early on, CIO members likely
chose methods fully in line with the period and possibilities. Until 1953 the focal point of activities was
sending couriers across the border.

The main executive base for the CIO’s activities was in the Worthersee lake area in the British occupa-
tion zone near Klagenfurt, Austria. There was a courier training center and radio center there. A top ra-
diotelegraph operator, Major Josef Siisser provided the connection with collaborators in Czechoslovakia
from the CIO’s radio center in Klagenfurt.

Couriers obtained information and built intelligence and radio operator networks in Czechoslovakia.
As an example, we can mention the network built by courier Jan Brejcha and the couriers Cyril Sldma and
Miloslav Prochazka, whom he recruited between 1950 and 1952. These CIO couriers led an intelligence
network in South Moravia and Slovakia, setting up extensive groups of collaborators, informers and radio
operators - Czechoslovak citizens.
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The CIO experimented with using balloons for safer transport of couriers to Czechoslovakia in 1953
and tried to build a network among the Labe waterway shipmen.

They had mainly intelligence assignments -covering uranium ore supplies to the USSR. According to
Prochazka, they also organized sabotage and spread disinformation. But the guarding of the state border
was constantly improving, and crossing the border was becoming increasingly dangerous. Intelligence
results were not very brilliant, as Prochazka admitted: “Given the intellectual level, age, and social positi-
on, it was impossible to use normal agents for obtaining high value information and setting up contacts
with premier economic, political, and cultural personalities.” The political situation started to change in
the course of the 1950’s and contacts between the East and West grew, enabling a major change in wor-
king style.

The CIO’s activity in Austria was discontinued sometime in the middle of 1954. Couriers were offered
the possibility of relocating to the US or Australia.

Subsequently, the CIO obtained information via “white lines.” Its activity nonetheless finally ended in
1957 as a result of the betrayal of Karel Zbytek, a HQ employee.

Major Miroslav Plaiiava, AKA “Ivan” or “Poyser” (1909-1968); a member
of the RAF’s 311th Squadron in the UK during WWIL Left the country in the
summer of 1948 and started directing intelligence activity in Austria. At the
CIO, he worked in the HQ's operating department, and was later on residentu-
ra in Brussels. He died in an unfortuante accident in Austria in 1968.

<4 One of the British-made MK VII. transmitters dug up from a dead drop by
State Security.
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Major Jaroslav Stuchly AKA “Bill” or “Pitter” (1913-?). A Czechoslovak
army officer; participated in the Western resistance during WWII. Worked in
the UK from 1940 as a cryptographer and analyst in the II. intelligence section
of the Ministry of National Defense (MNO). A graduate of the War University,
he taught at the Military Academy in Hranice. Left the country on 30 March
1948 and joined the CIO in 1949. Initially he led the operating department at
CIO’s HQ in London, later headed the CIO’s branch in Frankfurt, FRG. He re-
located to Klagenfurt, Austria at the end of 1952 to direct the FSS centre that
sent couriers to Czechoslovakia. Left for the UK for good in 1954 when the
CIO’s activities in this area came to an end.

A summary of couriers lost on duty for the CIO: Between 1950 and 1960, the State Security Service
(StB) had records of 1,090 people connected to the activities of the British intelligence services. 30 couri-
ers were arrested, two of them executed (Josef Ludvik and Vladimir Palma), and another three were shot
while arrested or on the border (Josef Princ, Josef Zika, and Stefan Krajger).

ON THE COLD WAR FRONT - CZECHOSLOVAKIA 1948-1956

THE CZECHOSLOVAK INTELLIGENCE GROUP IN FRANCE

National Socialist politician Hubert Ripka and General Cen&k Kudla¢ek, AKA “Hutnik,” discussed
the formation of an affiliated intelligence organization in France in 1948. In September of that year,
Ripka was to sign an agreement on the formation of an intelligence section affiliated with France’s in-
telligence service, SDECE (Service de Documentation Extérieure et de Contre-Espionnage), with French
representatives.

Cenék Kudlacek, AKA “Hutnik” (1896-1967). A Legion veteran and officer of the Czechoslovak army,
he worked as a teacher in military schools and as a diplomat. He was active in Defense of the Nation
(Obrana naroda, or ON - one of the first anti-Fascist resistance groups during the time of the Protectora-
te) in 1939 as the first head of its central staff. He had to leave the country in November 1939, where he
connected with the resistance as a superior officer and diplomat. He was dismissed from the army after
February 1948 and left the country in the summer of 1948. He participated in intelligence activities in
Paris until 1956, then lived in the US, where he participated in exile activities.

Specific intelligence activities were carried out by chapters deployed in France's occupation zones
in Austria and Germany. Couriers were sent to Czechoslovakia across the border with intelligence as-
signments and radio transmitters; they sought out and trained collaborators.

The branches were allegedly discontinued in 1954, and the Paris headquarters was closed in 1957.

The leaders and organizers of intelligence activities known to date include Radomir Luza, Karel
Kagpéarek and Karel Skrabek. They operated in Vienna and Salzburg, with another branch in Baden-
Baden, Germany.

In terms of scope, the French exile intelligence group was the smallest. The (Communist) Secret Po-
lice (StB) tracked 535 persons involved in French networks, both abroad and on Czechoslovak territory.
Franti$ek Klimovi¢, AKA agent “13,” was the StB’s most important informer in Vienna.

Couriers were not the only ones affected by the Communist regime’s direct repression. One example
is member of the Czechoslovak section Karel Skrabek (¥1919). He left for France in March 1949, joining
C. Kudlagek's intelligence network in 1952. With Kudlagek's authorization, he left for Vienna to build a
network of cross-border guides. He ended this service in 1954, and lived in the US from 1956. In Febru-
ary 1961 he applied for repatriation through the Czechoslovak Embassy in Washington. He returned to
Czechoslovakia based on an amnesty on April 18, 1961, but was arrested and sentenced to eleven years
in prison for his intelligence activities abroad.
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The network of collaborators in Southern Bohemia was perhaps the largest and most important
activity of the Czechoslovak section of France’s intelligence service.

Jan Kral (1924-1954), a native of Pracov near Cesky Krumlov, left the country in March 1951 and
started cooperating with the Baden-Baden chapter. From September 1952, he would cross the Czecho-
slovak border as an instructor of radio transmitter operators. He trained MUDr. Josef Zen&hlik from
Vy$si Brod and Josef Krninsky from Vele$in.

Zendahlik collaborated with the French from the end of 1951; from Summer 1952 he operated a radio
transmitter in his house and built an intelligence network in his area. He was detected in 1953 as a re-
sult of a combined effort of radio-location and the StB’s partial penetration of the Baden-Baden branch.
Zendahlik and his group of twenty-three collaborators were sentenced to long-term imprisonment in
late 1953.

Josef Krninsky's group was also discovered by the StB in the autumn of 1954. Courier Jan Kral was
killed by electric shock on the border in the Mar$lak area, Cesky Krumlov District, while leaving the
country on October 16, 1954.

<« French courier Jan Kral died of electric shock at a border entrenchment.
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OTHER INITIATIVES

Aside from Czechoslovak intelligence groups, there were other, uncoordinated initiatives as well. Gi-
ven the fragmentary findings of the State Security Service (StB), we know very little about many of them.

The Polish group Rada politiczna (Political Board) operated in Germany, providing intelligence acti-
vity concerning Poland under the US Counter Intelligence Corps (CIC). Given the geographic conditions,
Polish operations took place on our territory as well. Czech refugees were used as couriers-cross-border
guides. One of them was:

Rudolf Dziadek (*1924) form Orlova in Silesia. A locksmith engineer by vocation, he crossed the
border to Germany near AS in September 1948 and started collaborating with the CIC in Munich in
1951. His task was to guide the Polish courier, 21-year-old student Alfred Planeta from Radom, Poland,
through Czechoslovak territory. In addition, Dziadek was to find a collaborator near Cesky Té$in to
arrange contact with Poland.

The railroad guard arrested both Dziadek and Planeta on a train from Domazlice to Plzeil in the
evening of the very first day of their mission, September 8, 1951. Rudolf Dziadek was sentenced by
the State Court in Brno to 18 years for high treason and espionage on March 21, 1952. Released from
prison after twenty years in October 1963, he lived under StB surveillance. In 1968, R. Dziadek was a
member of the K 231 preparatory committee in Karvina. He left for the FRG in 1969, never to return to
the country.

The Communist regime referred to priests on the borders as “Vatican spies”.

Salesian priest and cross-border guide Titus Zeman was born on January 4, 1915 in Vajnory. A Sa-
lesian priest, religion teacher, and youth educator in Pezinok. Upon his superiors’ request, he and two
couriers successfully brought six Salesian priests across the border on August 30, 1950. Aided by Jozef
Macek, he guided them to Austria through the Malé Levare area and then to Turin, Italy. Zeman retur-
ned to Slovakia in mid-October 1950 and organized another group of thirteen priests and monks, lea-
ding them successfully across the border along with three other refugees and the couriers Jozef Macek
and Ferdinand via the same path.

Only Ferdinand Totka accompanied Zeman on his way to Czechoslovakia in April 1951. Zeman was
equipped with a false ID in the name of Pavol Plahdanik. He gathered a group of about eighteen priests,
monks, and theologists who had been interned in concentration monasteries since April 1950 as part
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of Action “K,” or who faced the threat of arrest. On April 16,1951, Zeman and the entire group were cap-
tured in the border zone in the Malé Levare municipality. Titus Zeman’s motivation was undoubtedly
service to his fellow brethren.

The State Court in Bratislava sentenced Titus Zeman to 25 years, Ferdinand Totka to 22 years for
high treason and espionage, and 19 other refugees and/or helpers to unconditional sentences ranging
from 2 to 18 years on February 22, 1952.
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A Photograph of Rudolf Dziadek in
State Security (StB) detention.

<44 Report on the arrest of Dziadek and
Planeta.

A Titus Zeman's photograph from his A Report on the arrest of Titus Zeman.

StB case file.

<« Verdict on Rudolf Dziadek. A Cover of Titus Zeman'’s case file.
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WOMEN ON THE BORDER - COURIERS AND GUIDES

The dangerous and physically demanding cross-border trips were largely a men’s affair. Yet the-
re were also female couriers and guides.

Otilie Miickova (*1928 in Brno) was one of them. She left the country in December 1949 when
her friend, former National Security Corps (SNB) member Oldiich Kokorsky, came back from Vi-
enna to Bratislava for her. After a year living in Vienna, she met the guides Josef Fuchshuber and
Eliska Wagnerova (“Lizinka”). Fuchshuber offered her cooperation in guiding refugees across the
border. Otilie Miickova made her first trip in early January 1951, coming from Vienna to Bratislava
with Fuchshuber, and continuing to Frydek to fetch Czechoslovak Intelligence Office (CIO) member
Karel Zbytek’s wife. Miickova brought her and her daughter to Bratislava, then Fuchshuber guided
all of them across the border near Bratislava-Petrzalka.

Otilie Miickova took a total of four trips to Czechoslovakia. She guided about eight refugees and
brought messages. Border patrols caught her on her way to Austria near Bratislava-Petrzalka in July
1951. Apart from Fuchshuber’s well-tried route, Miickova would cross the border with Eliska Wag-
nerova, as well: they walked 35 km from Popice near Brno to Ziegelhofen in Austria overnight!

The State Court in Prague sentenced Otilie Miickova to 14 years for high treason on February 5,
1952. Her three helpers in Bratislava were sentenced along with her.

Olga Kamanova (*1914) was another courier. She left for West Berlin illegally in June 1952. The
US military intelligence service allegedly acquired her for cooperation. She took a special four-
month intelligence course, where she learned how to seek and direct suitable collaborators, use
invisible inks, set up and use dead drops, make and process photographs, use a map and compass,
use the Morse code, and copy stamps and signatures. She was in Czechoslovakia at least four times,
and built her own intelligence network in North Bohemia. She brought information and sometimes
guided people across the border.

One of her collaborators probably betrayed her, and the (Communist) Secret Police (StB) arres-
ted her at the train station in Usti nad Labem on 20 May 1953. Olga Kamanova was sentenced to 18
years on 15 February 1954. Her four collaborators were sentenced to eight years on average.

Olga Kamanova was released from prison conditionally in April 1967, having served fourteen
years.
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A Photograph of Olgy Kamanova in StB prison, demonstrating hidden
intelligence instructions in the seam of her skirt.
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CROSSING THE BORDER

Crossing the state borders with Austria and the Federal Republic of Germany was a life-threatening
endeavor.

Border security represented the first obstacle. As of 1949, the Border Guard Service operated under
the direction of the Ministry of the Interior. From 1950 on, following the Soviet model, it was an armed
force with military organization, consisting of approximately 20,000 officers and (as of 1950) soldiers
fulfilling compulsory service, as well.

The traps forming the “iron curtain” were a further obstacle.

Czechoslovakia’s state border was not set up with any signalling equipment or snares until 1951.
The so-called engineering-technical border security was built between 1951 and 1952:

Signal flares, actuated by touching on a stretched wire, were installed in front of the border
entrenchment, on the domestic side.

The entrenchment was located in the middle of a ten to eighteen meter-wide clearing hewed
in the forest along the border. A six-meter control zone of ploughed soil for detecting footprints
abutted the domestic side of the entrenchment.

The most significant security measure was the barbed wire entrenchment itself. Between 1951
and 1952, it consisted of wooden posts thickly interwoven with barbed wire. Initially it was
made up of a single wall, but it gradually increased to three walls. The two outer walls were
160 cm high; the inner wall was 220 cm high. From 1952 onwards, the barrier’s middle wall
was fitted with 5 to 7 barbed wire conductors with high voltage (2,000-6,000 volts). Apart from
the danger of fatal electrical injury, any short circuit signalled an attempt to cross the entren-
chment. The barrier’s electrification was completed in 1956. The original route was rebuilt and
perfected under the supervision of Soviet consultants between 1953 and 1956. The electricity in
the wire barrier was finally switched off in 1965.

Between 1952 and 1957, the area between the barrier’s walls was mined using kick-start or wi-
re-actuated landmines. The mines were removed, as they proved dangerous even for the border
guard soldiers.

Soldiers of the Border Guard Service shot 143 people on the state border. The electrified entren-
chment caused the deaths of almost one hundred people. Two people died of mine explosions; many
more people were injured, often with lifelong consequences. Overall, the “iron curtain” claimed more
than 300 lives in Czechoslovakia.
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Jan Kovag, allegedly a foreign intelligence service courier, stepped on

a landmine in the middle of an entrenchment in the Kout area of Sumava
on 20 September 1953. The mine separated his foot at the ankle.
Facing a hopeless situation, he shot himself dead.

Miroslav Svator, age 22, died on the barbed wire of the entrenchment on
May 16, 1953 in the Rozvadov area. He was probably crossing the border
from Germany to Czechoslovakia.

Ferdinand Pavlik, a CIC courier, was caught while cutting through the
entrenchment in the Zelezna Ruda area of Sumava on 25 March 1953.
The photograph was made during the incident's period reconstruction
and shows very clearly the courier’s main instruments: insulated pliers and
rubber gloves protecting him from high voltage.

A Anillustration of the entrenchment in 1955 and 1956.
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Communist propaganda created the myth of the border guards’ heroic war with terrorists and sub-
version agents. In fact, at least 584 border guard soldiers died between 1948 and 1989. Only 11 of these,
however, were killed by “state border violators”. For example, 185 soldiers committed suicide; 243 died
of the consequences of various injuries and accidents; 39 soldiers died as a result of being wounded by
firearms, and 47 soldiers died while handling border control equipment (electrical injuries; explosions
of mines, grenades, and explosives).

Border crossing in either direction can thus be divided into two periods, separated by the installati-
on of the border security measures during the year 1951.

Until that time, crossing the border was a dangerous yet feasible operation, subject to excellent
knowledge of the landscape and monitoring of the border guarding system. No special equipment was
necessary.

Once the entrenchment had been erected, it was necessary to cut a passage through it. Insulating
gloves and pliers were used for this purpose. Subsequently, it was necessary to avoid a number of fur-
ther measures and traps.

<4 Two couriers from Austria crossed
the border in the Rusovce area
near Bratislava on 12 June 1952.
A photograph from the period
reconstruction shows the control zone.
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SPECIAL METHODS OF CROSSING THE BORDER

Apart from walking, there were other possible ways to cross the border, using existing means of
transport: train, riverboats, or via waterway or air.

Courier transport using balloons was tested several times between 1952 and 1954. Several balloon
pilot training courses were held at the RAF airbase in Cardington near Bedford, UK, in 1953. Some ten
pilots recruited from the ranks of Czechoslovak couriers could have been trained for British and US
intelligence services.

Between four and seven flights to Czechoslovakia took place. The first one to be documented took
place in June 1953, the last in August 1954.

The first flight was successful. British intelligence service courier Miroslav Vaja (1932-1977) landed
near Plzen during the night of July 8, 1953. On July 13, Vaja successfully crossed the border entren-
chment on his way back to Austria. He was sent on another mission by ground in October 1953, but was
caught by Czechoslovak border guards while trying to cross the border. He was sentenced to twenty
years’ imprisonment in March 1954, and released in 1964.

The last known case ended tragically. On August 13, 1954, two men’s bodies, along with equipment be-
traying their mission and false documents in the names of Franti$ek Malec and Karel Blazek, were found on
the Koci¢ak hill near Krasna Hora village in the Sedl¢any area. Both died as a consequence of falling from a
height. The real surname of “Franti$ek Malec” was Jakoubé&; we do not know “BlaZek’s” real name.

General FrantiSek Moravec's intelligence group had sent them on the mission. The State Security
Service (StB) gained possession of their full equipment, including a transmitter and instructions for
intelligence work. The balloon was found near Vlasim. The cause of the accident is not quite clear; the
cloth basket probably loosened by accident or mistake and the crew fell to the ground.

Based on the flight plan and map found on the accident scene, the StB concluded that the balloon
had taken off about 1 km west of Hannesried, a village in Bavaria, some 5 km away from the Czechoslo-
vak border, at 1:32 am on August 13, 1954. The couriers crossed the border at an altitude of 2,250 m, and
died at 3:50 a.m. while landing near Krasna Hora. The flight measured approximately 120 km.

Some couriers probably landed in Czechoslovakia in 1952 using parachutes.

44 / 45



A A photograph of Vaja's balloon, which landed in Slovakia uncontrolled.

<4 A photograph of the British operations balloon used by Miroslav Vaja.
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A The scene of the tragic incident near Krasna Hora nad Vitavou. The couriers’ bodies were
found behind a ridge in the land on the left. Viewed from Krasna Hora.

A Center of the shot: the place where the couriers were found. Kogi¢ak hill near Krasna Hora nad
Vitavou.

A The folding basket of the “invisible” balloon, in
which Blazek and Jakoubé crashed.
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A A photograph of the dead couriers’ equipment.
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A Viadislav Kfivohlavy's drawings made while in StB detention.
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In rare cases, couriers crossed the border via the Dyje, Morava, or Danube rivers.

Karel Brabec (1918-1993) swam across the Danube several times in 1951. He had modified a Counter
Intelligence Corps (CIC) diving dress, which he used not for diving, but for swimming long distances in
cold water. He confessed five trips to the StB; reportedly he made ten. He was arrested in Bratislava on
30 December 1951 while distributing leaflets. Brabec was sentenced to 17 years of imprisonment. His
use of the diving suit was just an improvement of his tried and true method for crossing the border.

Several years later, the CIC (Moravec’s group) demonstrably trained its agents for crossing borders
via water using diving equipment: a diving suit and aqualung. Water training formed a part of the uni-
versal training at the DELTA school in Dieburg. Trainees practiced crossing watercourses using rubber
boats, swimming, and diving on the Rhine and Main. The agents were trained to swim 50 cm below the
surface, staying at the same depth, and laying down on the bottom.

A Karel Brabec in the deflated and inflated swimming suit.
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Laborer Jozef Mikus (born on 20. April 1931 in Sulekov, District of Hlohovec) was another courier who
crossed the border via water. He immigrated to Austria on March 6, 1949, and joined the Slovak Libera-
tion Committee in 1952. Miku$ was willing to enroll in an armed war on Communists, for a federalized
Europe. The CIC in Linz recruited him as a guide for crossing the Czechoslovak border in April 1954.

Miku$ was recruited to find a border-crossing channel on the confluence of the rivers Dyje and Schi-
fart (Kyjovka?), where the entrenchment was not installed all the way to the riverbank. He conducted
a survey in late May 1953, and set up three dead drops near Kuty in August 1953. In early April 1954, he
received a rubber suit to cross the river. The dress was partly inflatable; the courier moved by treading
water. The soles of his feet were fitted with special fins with which he propelled himself. On October 9,
1954, he received the assignment to go to Czechoslovakia to set up a dead drop and bring over courier
“Jan”. He was equipped with an ID card in the name of Jan Markovi¢. He was caught about 50 m away
from the entrenchment in Slovakia after midnight on October 10, 1954. Mikus$ tried to escape from
counterintelligence detention in Prague-Bubene¢ on October 28, 1954 with no success. He acted brave-
ly during the investigation, attempting to deny.

The regional Court in Nitra sentenced Jozef Mikus to 20 years for high treason and espionage on
March 9, 1955.
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COURIERS’ ACTIVITY

Couriers, termed “agent-walkers” by the State Security Service (StB), were referred to as subversion
agents, murderers, and terrorists on the part of the regime. What was the actual objective with which
they were sent to Czechoslovakia?

Couriers were often recruited from refugee camps. They participated in successive perfecting tra-
ining courses in all necessary proficiencies and faculties. They were equipped with tools and aids for
crossing the border and navigating the landscape, and money and false ID documents for operating
domestically. Not every courier had a personal weapon.

One of the couriers’ most common functions was cross-border guiding. They performed this service oc-
casionally, but were often sent for selected refugees. Some couriers specialized in guiding other couriers.

Couriers brought messages, instructions, transmission sets, and leaflets to Czechoslovakia. They
trained radio operators from among selected collaborators in Czechoslovakia. They recruited citizens
for cooperation as the primary sources or collectors of information, as radio operators, accommodators,
or intermediaries. They set up dead drops for forwarding messages.

Weapons were used virtually only in self-defense.

Couriers were not authorized to organize armed domestic resistance. The murder of three National
Committee officials in Babice on 2 July 1951 was a self-willed act of the courier Ladislav Maly. Maly, AKA
“Rudolf Laco,” was a courier from Moravec’s group under the patronage of the US intelligence service.
He left for Czechoslovakia without the knowledge of his superiors.

The capturing of the famed letter “To the Big Street Sweeper” was an operation with exceptional
political implications that resulted in the arrest of Rudolf Slansky and extensive purges within the
Communist Party, culminating in the trial against the so-called “anti-state conspiracy center”. Courier
Rudolf Nevedetal brought the letter, dated 9 November 1951, from abroad and gave it to the StB, as he
was also an StB agent.

The letter “To the Big Street Sweeper” contained an offer to arrange for immigration. Exiled intel-
ligence staff from FrantiSek Moravec's group probably expected - unrealistically so - that, faced with
problems within the Czechoslovak Communist Party (KSC), Slansky would be interested in leaving the
country. But intermediary Daniela Katikovska did not even attempt to deliver the letter, destroying it
instead. Slansky had no idea about the offer. Yet the letter “To the Big Street Sweeper” was a chief piece
of evidence underlying Slansky's arrest on November 24, 1951.
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A The pistol that belonged to former SNB member and courier Josef Ludvik
(1912), executed 1952.

- . A The machine gun that belonged to former Board Guard Private and
%Q‘ courier Vladimir Palma (1927), executed 1952.
-t

L £ <4 Courier Bohumil Joska's equipment.

ON THE COLD WAR FRONT - CZECHOSLOVAKIA 1948-1956

A Courier Ladislav Maly's photograph. Maly wilfully murdered three officials A Karel Brabec distributed leaflets in Bratislava.
in Babice on July 2, 1951.
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A A Dikobraz cartoon from 1950. A Photograph from the couriers’ training abroad — crossing the border
barricade.
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A

Intelligence notes seized from Stépan Gavenda.

» Dead drop set up by courier Jan Ho$ek.
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Courier Franti$ek Kroc (*1924) was probably sent to Czechoslovakia four times. On his last two
trips in October and November 1951, he prepared for the transport of Jana Horakova (Milada Horéko-
va's daughter) and other persons from the country via West Berlin. For this purpose, he was equipped
with false DDR ID documents as well as tools for forging documents. He was arrested in mid-November
1951, before ever actually attempting to guide the refugees over the border. Kroc’s collaborators in
Chabatovice were infiltrated by an StB agent.

The State Court in Prague sentenced Franti$ek Kroc for life on January 12, 1952. The sentence was
amended to 25 years in 1955.

The activities of couriers from the Czechoslovak branch of the British intelligence service in the
Brno area resulted in the creation of a network of collaborators in the latter half of 1950. The network
obtained information, sent it via couriers or radio transmitters, and guided people over the border.
Courier Jan Brejcha, AKA “Toméas Oliva,” was its leading personality. The network was destroyed due
to gross security mistakes in Autumn 1950, and its members were disclosed and punished severe-
ly. Courier Josef Kolisko, AKA “Kafka,” shot himself dead in a hopeless situation during his arrest in
Modfice on October 26, 1950. At least 64 people were arrested. Following the ensuing trials, National
Security Corps (SNB) member Leopold Dolezal was executed and others sentenced to many years of
imprisonment. The project continued secretly - one of the actors, radio operator Jaroslav Hajda, was
secretly arrested by the StB, re-recruited, and sent on a mission as a provocateur to unveil more Bri-
tish intelligence service collaborators in Northern Moravia. Controlled by the StB, he acted as a radio
operator and directed what was allegedly StB'’s first “radio game,” which it called “A Game of Chess.”
He played the role until March 1952, when he was removed from the case (the StB staged his alleged
death). Hajda's helpers were arrested and sentenced to many years’ imprisonment after the StB’s seve-
re interrogations.

ON THE COLD WAR FRONT - CZECHOSLOVAKIA 1948-1956

ARREST ON THE BORDER - INFILTRATION

Couriers caught by the border guard on the border or inland were forwarded to the State Security
Service (StB). Treatment of arrested couriers was coordinated as of the autumn of 1951.

Minister of National Security (MNS) secret Order No. 90/1952 demanded that border guards “escort
all persons who illegally cross the Czechoslovak border from Austria, West Germany, and the DDR to
the MNS Prison within 24 hours.”

The prison was that of the StB Headquarters (later the II. Directorate of the Ministry of the Interi-
or) on Wintrova Street in Prague 6. It was established in November 1951 for “preliminary or operative
investigation into detained persons,” mainly for the purposes of “thorough exploitation of intelligence
knowledge of the arrested pedestrian agents and collaborators.” The main reason for keeping the de-
tention secret was the possibility of re-recruiting arrested couriers as StB agents and sending them
abroad. The prison was a top-secret facility, with prisoners kept in complete isolation and under num-
bers.

Interrogations were led in accordance with the instructions of the Commander of the I. Sector of
the StB Headquarters, First Lieutenant Kamil Pixa, aimed at revealing the methods, organization, and
focus of intelligence services sending agents to Czechoslovakia. The interrogations were very intense,
lasting as long as 24 hours non-stop.

The StB counterintelligence prison on Wintrova Street in Prague 6 was closed in September 1955.

Couriers of no interest to the StB were usually secretly transported to a standard StB prison. Their
cases were finalized and referred to court. Couriers were usually sentenced for espionage and high
treason to long-term imprisonment or even death (in the event of armed resistance).

Examples of successful infiltration of intelligence groups

Oldiich Mihola was born on 2 January 1928. He left for the US zone in Germany in November 1948,
and started working as a courier for Franti§ek Bogataj's group in 1949. The StB recruited him and he
betrayed many of his co-workers: Stépan Gavenda was arrested in Prague in October 1949 (executed),
Milan Krajtovi¢ (sentenced to 24 years) and Jaroslav Bures (sentenced for life) in November 1949, and
Miroslav Jane&ek in Prague in December 1949 (sentenced to 22 years). Mihola was sentenced to seven
years imprisonment for betrayal in Germany; he returned to Czechoslovakia in 1956 and worked as an
engineer for the Danube Sailing Company.
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A Secret order of the Minister of National Security defining the procedure

for handling dead enemies.
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FrantiSek Vanécéek (*1926), AKA “Viktor”, destroyed Rudolf Drbohlav’s group.

He deserted Czechoslovak Army military service and fled to Germany in 1950. At the Valka refugee
camp, he enrolled for cooperation with the US Counter Intelligence Corps (CIC), and acted as a courier
in Bogataj and Drbohlav’s groups. On his third trip to Czechoslovakia, he voluntarily approached the
Czechoslovak border guards on May 16, 1951, and was from then on used as a counterintelligence agent
under the cover name “Ludék Stransky”. A very prolific agent, he provided more than 100 messages
to the StB. He was not suspected in Drbohlav’s group - in fact, he worked his way up the ranks from
courier to helper and instructor. After the April 28, 1952 discontinuation of the group that he had disin-
tegrated, he was even called to the staff of General Moravec’s group in Bensheim in May 1952, although
the group was discontinued on the grounds of infiltration by Communist agents.

He was uncovered by accident in the autumn of 1952 and returned to Czechoslovakia for good. In ap-
preciation of his merits, he was not prosecuted for his desertion, and the criminal proceedings against
him were stopped on the basis of an amnesty of the President.

Vilém Jelinek (*1913), former police officer, was dismissed from the National Security Corps (SNB)
in 1948 for political unreliability. Fearing prosecution for fraud, he left for the FRG on October 5, 1951,
but returned to Czechoslovakia voluntarily on April 23, 1954. He was recruited for collaboration as
agent “Samo” in the prison of the II. Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior. Sent to Germany, he
succeeded in infiltrating the Military Intelligence Service (MIS), and operated there for six years. He
would come to Czechoslovakia as a courier, and supervised by the StB, he operated a ‘channel’ to the
USSR. The closure of this project (under the StB cover name “Vychod” - East) resulted in the arrest of 11
people. Based on Jelinek’s information, East Germany'’s Stasi arrested 36 guides in May 1956, effectively
eliminating an MIS channel from West Berlin through the DDR to Poland and Czechoslovakia.

The MIS finally uncovered “Samo” in May 1960 and interrogated him. A German court sentenced
Vilém Jelinek to one year in prison. He was sent to Czechoslovakia via the Red Cross on 2 May 1962. In-
telligence services and the II. Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior arranged for his formal employ-
ment as the doorman in Prague’s Flora Hotel. For some time, he collaborated with the StB as a tipster.
Following disputes with hotel management, he was dismissed, and worked as a storage worker at Mo-
totechna. The StB discontinued cooperation with him on the grounds of “loss of possibility.”
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A Documents from the proceedings regarding agent Frantisek Vanééek's
amnesty.

ON THE COLD WAR FRONT - CZECHOSLOVAKIA 1948-1956

L s Bardx

.‘I‘rllu.

¥ priless pRedilétin Bifest rdBainika vejecabd kntre-
FoEvbiy o vyl sectlem § siwléns satziate s saveds -

nite trestelts Hseni pretl Frantibs Vandfksvd,
eret. g, alulby pre S8k ds sahsmnili.

Buperubull tute Bidest ke klsfedwu vrifses!, nsbel jes-

mavand e23inil sweu winy pf pregd m velmaken ke
traservhion. HXatme

Beshedmuti o Bddasil =ile wiinit
prete presim, ssudrobe aimistfe, by Whad pplddn ,.
Soikiles, -
mmmm-.m-umm

Frilohy & depla.® st

ek ainleirs it

prertigh = jor /&x#w.l-i

-

— e e . —— ' ; - m i
P ' Thingy— 7" 7
KAMCELAR PRESIDENTA REPUBLIKY ;- ) g-i-5 E O =
- —-miwm-’mw - Inspekee minisira vnlira
g ‘ﬁi'r. LA T, M ¥ Prase dme 19, Ledsa 1954, :___,__:.— Tajoj rogess ainistes ndcadnd bespefnsatt
" - jad
- Vhlesy mouirahy mivdieite P
fh & Vabmu ; Ilm-m-lm Hlideni @ predinl ssirlenfeh asoh ¥ prastaru dnkousisSdpatnine
mi 28 2fm B, i ok
1 l w l 'n“ Oty o — Hissskn &

Hapinudl by véechny sechy kterd Slapdlnd pPekralily hranies
« 850 = Makousis Zda, Nisecks » NDd,bhyly bibem 24 ,hod, eskertoridny
do vienise W0R oo wieal u nleh sabavesjal viesd, Tyud sa spentd QIC. ,
paderdid mvieth ssab,sterd Jakfuioliv splsobes pPaksolily stitad
hraniow do &3 .

o zedelent cpoky skasiish podejie délnoplems sprive ns hley-
nf spedvo stital bezpelmspil k rebds plfelniis ofbaru T, odiud bude
ddn pokym, Jak o kdy tule sskoris provedsss .

Za dsirlenl tohoto reakaam focaw odpovkdnl veliteld vhesh alolek.
dossas watupuds v platnost dnem vyblddend .

atmipir niredni bespeinosti
armidnd generil Kercl macfisc

[ vakia e 5" i

m - | L t 'll:} ;
. 5 e
Bukratariit sinlaies WE e

sakratanl ity néslatsd misletrs W J:II Y ﬂ:a..g._. -

Alawal aprdve atétnfl bespeinssti
nlwvnl spriwm vefeind Eezpednaatl
Hlave! sardves volenscd Toatrsroawddiy
Lrnjsiéd sprivy stited & velejad bespainostl
Sprdve ndradnl bespetnosty Jeshyuew

A Secret order of the Minister of National Security defining the procedure
for arresting couriers on the border.



INTERIM LIST OF DEAD, EXECUTED, AND IMPRISONED COURIERS.

Surname, Name

Intelligence Date of Arrest
Service

Convicted to

Imprisoned

Surname, Name Year of Year of Intelligence Date of Arrest Convicted to Imprisoned
Birth Death Service

Achrer Bohumil 1933 us 22 years 5.11.1954
Alena Frantisek 1922 us 15. 8. 1952 16 years 5.12.1952 -7
Anderle Josef 1918 us February 1949 9 years February 1949 - ?

life in prison 18.4.1950 - 7
Babik Pavel 1924 1953 us 27.4.1951 death sentence executed 30. 1. 1953
Bachan Frantiek 1906 us December 1950 life in prison (reduced to 17.7.1952 -7

25 years)
Balko Eduard 1927 us Autumn 1949 10 years ?—19. 3. 1951 (escaped)
Barak Arpad 1923 us 15 years ?-5.8.1960
Bartak Rudolf 1929 UK 10.9. 1953 17 years 16.2.1954 - 10. 5. 1962
Bartalsky Ferdinand 1916 us 15. 3. 1952 20 years 5.12.1952 -7
Bartl Jan 1930 us 14.5. 1950 17 years 18.1.1952 -7
Bartuska Eduard 1932 us 7 years 19.1.1954 - 19. 9. 1960
Batyanek Josef 1928 us 7 years 2.4.1954 - 19.10. 1960
Bednar Karel 1922 us 18.10. 1952 life in prison (reduced to 27.4.1954 - 7

25 years)
Bellan Rudolf 1929 us 3.12.1951 17 years 18.7.1952 -7
Beélohlavek Alexandr 1931 UK 18 years 27.6.1952 -7
Benes$ Bohuslav 1919 1951 us death sentence executed 8. 6. 1951
Betas Josef 1930 us 25 years since October 1952 — ?
Bis¢o Milan 1928 us life in prison (reduced to 1950 - ?

25 years)
Blazek Eduard 1933 us 13.5.1953 16 years 15.12.1953 -7
Blazek Jifi 1935 1956 us 6 years 12.1.1954 - 11. 7. 1956 (died)
Bodlak Jaromir 1913 us 20 years 17.7.1952 -7
Borbuliak Imrich 1928 us 18 years 21.9.1951 -7
Borysek Jan 1907 1952 us 21.10. 1952 (died in detention)
Bosser Frantigek 1921 us January 1952 life in prison 26.3.1953 -7
Bosser Frantigek 1921 UK 25 years 1952 -7
Brabec Karel 1918 us 17 years 10.2.1952 - 16. 5. 1960
Brabenec Zdenék 1923 us 17 years 27.1.1954 -7

3 years 6. 6. 1958 (re-tried)

- 10.5. 1962
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Biezina Bohuslav 1917 FR 25 years 3.11.1950 - 9. 8. 1962
death sentence (reduced to
life in prison, 25 years)
Buka¢ Frantisek 1915 FR 20 years 2.6.1950 - ?
Bulif Frantisek 1903 us 17 years December 1954 - ?
Bursik Josef 1925 1951 us shot on June 1951
Crhak Josef Emerich 1916 UK 16 years 16.3.1956 — ?
Cap Vaclav 1926 UK 5 years 15.9.1960 - ?
Casta Anton 1932 us 9.7.1952 16 years 24.6.1953 - ?
Cech Josef 1935 us 10.7.1951 8 years (reduced on pardon) | 21. 9. 1951 — 15. 6. 1954
Cech Josef 1923 FR 25 years 7.4.1949 - 7
Ceresné Vojtéch 1915 us 25 years (reduced by 1 year | 17. 9. 1953
on amnesty)
Cermak Frantisek 1928 us 5 years ?-27.5.1954
Cermak Jan 1927 us 12 years 23.8.1949 - 14.1. 1960
Cernohorsky Frantisek 1907 1952 us 18 years ? — 25, 5. 1952 (died)
Cernousek Josef 1919 FR 7.7.1949 death sentence (reduced to | 18. 4. 1950 - ?
25 years)
Cerny Frantigek 1932 us 20.5. 1955 16 years 16.3.1956 - ?
Cerny Otto 1908 us 27.8.1949 25 years 28.6.1951 - ?
Cimbora Anton 1920 FR 15 years 1.4.1952 - 27.12. 1960
Cipera Bohuslav 1919 us 18 years 22.6.1951 - ?
Cizek Petr 1913 1952 us death sentence executed 6. 2. 1952
(1914%)
Cotek Josef 1932 us life in prison (reduced to 13.11.1954 - ?
25 years)
Danita Miloslav 1916 us 20 years 21.1.1955 - 10.5. 1962
Davidek Karel 1924 us 28.10. 1950 17 years 14.8.1951 -7
Dofek Josef 1927 FR 20. 5. 1951 life in prison 23.6.1952 -7
Dolecek Jaroslav 1922 us 21.9.1952 18 years 24.2.1953 -7
Dolinek Frantisek 1915 us life in prison (reduced to
25 years)
Doubrava Jaroslav 1919 us 20 years 20.7.1953 -7
Duchagek Adolf 1918 us 15 years 9.2.1951 -7
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Surname, Name Year of Year of Intelligence Date of Arrest Convicted to Imprisoned
Birth Death Service

Dujka Jan 1926 us 18 years 17.7.1954 -7
Dunar Ondrej 1931 us 17 years (reduced by 1954 - ?

8 years on pardon)
Dura Josef 1928 us 15 years a 11 months 20.9.1949 -7
Dusek Jii 1929 us 20 years 28.3.1952 -7
Dusek Oldfich 1919 us 12 years 25.6.1949 - ?

17 years re-convicted 28. 9. 1956
Dvorak Jaromir 1925 UK 11 years 27.12.1953 - 13. 8. 1962
Dvorak Jaroslav 1930 1952 us 3.11.1952 death sentence executed 6. 2. 1952
Dziadek Rudolf 1924 us 18 years 21.8.1952 -7
Elias Bohumil 1928 us 25 years 26.1.1952 -7
Erlach Stefan 1928 us 25 years 14.7.1950 -7

18. 2. 1956 additional

punishment 2 years
Fago$ Bruno 1931 us 22.1.1950 18 years ?-7.8.1962
Fiala Josef 1931 us 2 and half year 1951 - 21.9. 1952
Foit Zdenék 1927 us 23 years 23.10.1952 -7
Franta Zdenék 1931 UK 19. 6. 1960 12 years 6.4.1959 - July 1960

4 years + remainder of (escaped)

punishment 31.8.1960 - ?
Frantisek Vitézslav 1922 us 24.2.1950 12 years 16.1.1951 - 10. 5. 1960
Fuchshuber Josef 1928 UK 25 years 26.5.1954 - 7. 1. 1956

(escaped)

Fuksa Rudolf 1930 1952 us death sentence executed 9. 8. 1952
Fiirbacher Alois 1893 us 6 and half year 12.7.1957 - 10. 5. 1960
Fiirst Robert 1933 us 15 years 31.5.1954 - 29.7. 1961
Gajdos Stefan 1932 us March 1952 8 years 12.6.1952 - 13.9. 1959
Ganisin Jan 1921 us 15 years 14.7.1950 - 1960
Gaspar Jan 1925 UK 16 years 20.10. 1953 — 27. 6. 1963
Gaudl Rudolf 1911 us May 1949 20 years 15.6.1950 - 11. 5. 1960
Gregor Pavel 1919 us March 1952 death sentence (reduced to | 20. 7. 1952

life in prison)
Gregu$ Josef 1926 us 11 years 16.10.1953 - ?
Gruber Karel 1927 1954 us death sentence executed 29. 5. 1954
Haas Jan 1903 us 6 years 12.7.1957 - 12.5. 1960
Hajduk Aloiz 1919 us 9.11.1954 life in prison 9.6.1955 -7

Surname, Name Year of Year of Intelligence Date of Arrest Convicted to Imprisoned
Birth Death Service
Hajzl Matgj 1928 us 16.4.1952 10 and half year 5.12.1952 -7
Hanak Miloslav 1921 us 20 years 18.12.1951 - 15. 10. 1960
Hasil Bohumil 1920 1950 us shot 13. 9. 1950 (?)
Hasil Josef 1924 us 9 years about 1948 — 9. 5. 1949
(escaped)
Hauptmann Vilém 1915 us 16 years
Havelka Jifi 1904 UK 15 years 24.10.1958 - ?
Hejna Jifi 1930 1952 us death sentence executed 9. 8. 1952
Hladky Ferdinand 1927 us 10 years 5.2.1955 - 16.12. 1959
Hodas Pavel 1927 us 1 year 15.5.1958 - ?
10 years 9. 9. 1958 (re-convicted) — ?
Holobradek Ludvik 1910 us 22 years 22.5.1954 - 7
Holotina Jaroslav 1925 us 10 years 23.11.1951 - 31.5. 1956
Homada Jan 1929 us 24.9.1951 20 years 31.5.1952 - ?
Hornik Antonin 1929 FR 16 years 4.6.1954
Hosta8a Zdené&k 1935 us 20 years 18.9.1956 - ?
Hosta$a Zdené&k 1935 UK 20 years 18.9.1956 - ?
Hrdli¢cka Josef 1914 us 17 years 7.5.1956 - 1. 4. 1961
Hutak Jakub 1914 UK 20 years convicted in absentia
2 years 16.2.1961 - 11.5. 1962
Chadima Vladimir 1911 UK 11 years 24.6.1954 - 12.5. 1966
Chalupa Josef 1920 us 1949-1950 death sentence (reduced to | escaped 2. 1. 1952
life in prison)
Jaborek Stefan 1927 us September 1952 20 years 13.11.1953 - ?
Jaderny Vit 1932 us 20 years 24.8.1953
Jaks Cyril 1916 FR 15 years 15.12. 1950 - 1957
Jalsovsky Stefan 1934 us 3 years 1954 - 11.11. 1954
Jarmara Véroslav 1927 UK December 1950 22 years 29.12.1950 -7
Jeger¢ik Rudolf 1928 us 11.8.1954 18 years 11.2. 1955 — 1958 (escaped)
4 years 1958 — ?
Jelinek Alexandr 1909 us 22.11. 1951 20 years 29.9.1952 -7
Jetabek Ladislav 1927 UK 3 years 14.12.1958 - 11.5. 1960
7 months 27.12.1960 - ?
Jifikovicova Marie 1918 UK 25 years 24.6.1954 - ?
Jisa Josef 1922 UK 22 years 30.9.1954 - 10. 5. 1960
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Jordan Jaroslav 1925 us life in prison (reduced to 23.5.1955 -7

15 years)
Joska Bohumil 1928 us 22 years 27.4.1954 -7
Jozifek Vaclav 1928 FR 3.6.1952 23 years 12.9.1952 -7

reduced by 4 years

(amnesty 1955 and 1957)
Jurny Miroslav 1921 us 16 years 30.5.1957 - ?
Jiza Lubor 1933 us 8 years 7.9.1956 — 12. 5. 1960
Kaderavek Rudolf 1922 UK 20 years 18.3.1955 - 10. 5. 1960
Kadl&ek Jan 1923 us 24.11.1951 16 years 18.6.1952 — 20. 5. 1960
Kadl¢ek Ludvik 1928 FR October 1951 15 years 18.6.1952 - 10. 5. 1960
Kamanova Olga 1914 us 18 years 15.2.1954 -7
Kandra¢ Antonin 1925 1954 us 20 years ? — 1950 (escaped)

death sentence executed 29. 5. 1954
Kaska Jaroslav 1925 us life in prison (reduced to 8.4.1954 -7

25 years)

2 years and 6 months re-convicted 18. 2. 1956
Kessler Adolf 1932 us life in prison 26. 3. 1956
Kitka Frantisek 1922 us 18.9. 1951 11 years 19.2.1952 -7
Kle¢ka Josef 1906 us 25 years 10.7.1953 -7
Klima Adolf 1929 us 22 years 17.6.1955 -7
Knesl Frantisek 1923 us 25 years March 1952 - ?
Kobrle Vladimir 1910 UK 15 years 1957 - ?
Kohout Josef 1922 UK June 1952 25 years 15.2.1953 -7
Kohutek Frantisek 1922 us 22 years 20.11.1951 =7
Kolenaty Ervin 1914 UK 25 years 8.4.1949 -7
Kolisko Josef 1928 1950 UK suicide on arrest 26. 10. 1950
Komandera Rudolf Ladislav | 1921 1953 us 26 years 12.1.1950 - 6. 1. 1953 (died)
Kostolny Ondrej 1917 us 15.5. 1954 3 years 21.12.1954 - 1.9. 1956
Kosrovsky Rudolf 1917 us life in prison (reduced to 6.11.1953

18 years)
Kotlan Emil 1933 FR 7 years 31.5.1955 - 19.12. 1955
Kouba Leo$ 1935 us 18 years 24.6.1954 - 10. 5. 1962
Koudelka Jaroslav 1910 us November 1951 life in prison (reduced to 19.11.1952 -7

25 years)
Koukal Lubomir 1925 1951 us death sentence executed 12. 12. 1951
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Koukalova Otilie 1928 us 14 years 5.2.1952 - 24. 4. 1958
Koukalova Otilie 1928 UK 14 years 5.2.1952 - 24. 4. 1958
Kourfil Ludvik 1938 us 4 years 9.4.1955-7.4.1959
Kovar Jaroslav 1927 us 15 years (reduced 16.1.1951 - 24. 2. 1962
by 3 years on amnesty)
Kozicky Antonin 1913 us 1951 12 years 15.1.1952 - 10. 5. 1960
Kraj¢ii Emil 1928 us 10.11.19562 18 years ?-15.11.1960
Kraj¢ovi¢ Milan 1929 us 24 years 7.7.1950 — ? (possible
suicide)
Krajger Stefan 1923 UK shot on September 1951
Kral Jan 1924 1954 FR killed by el. current 16. 10. 1954
Kral Pavel 1937 UK 10 years 1.9.1959 - 12. 5. 1960
Kralik Frantisek 1924 us 28.8.1953 15 years 4.9.1954 - 11.5. 1960
Kralik Frantisek 1924 FR 28.8.1953 15 years 4.9.1954 - 11.5. 1960
Kralik Josef 1929 us 16 years 11.1.1952 -7
Kraus Kvétoslav 1920 us January 1950 15 years 26. 1.
Kroc Frantiek 1924 us 12.1.1951 life in prison (reduced to
25 years)
Kruty Jozef 1934 us 12.11.1951 15 years 22.10.1952 -7
Kfivanek Jifi 1927 us arrested for a second 15 years June 1949 — ? (escaped)
time 24. 6. 1951 25 years 1.6.1951 - ?
Kfivohlavy Vladislav 1931 us 9.9.1954 life in prison escaped 28. 6. 1956
Kubat Frantisek 1925 us 15.5. 1950 11 years 19.9.1950 - 7
21 years 21.8.1952 - 10. 5. 1962
Kucera Franti$ek 1933 1959 us 6 years 11.12.1951 - 12.8. 1959
(died)
Kugeriak Miroslav 1918 us 23 years 15.10. 1953 - ?
Kudela Jaroslav 1931 us 19 years 13.5.1954 - 10. 5. 1962
Kulendik Otakar 1931 us 11.3.1954 25 years 11. 5. 1960 (amnesty)
Kulhanek Josef 1906 us life in prison 8.12.1953 - 10. 5. 1960
Kulisek Frantiek 1904 UK 13 years 3.9.1959 - 283. 2. 1960
Kungik Jindfich 1932 us 10 years 18.7.1952 - 10. 5. 1960
Kuntosch Josef 1929 us 15 years 20.12.1956 - ?
Kutnohorsky Vaclav 1916 UK 7 years 26.3.1957 - ?
Kvasnic¢ka Vaclav 1921 us 18 years 13.4.1954 -7
Kvicera Vaclav 1906 1957 UK death sentence executed 26. 1. 1957
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Kyzlik Kvétoslav 1925 1957 UK 18 years 15.5.1950 - 17. 6. 1957 Magek Jan 1923 UK 25 years 27.4.1954 -7
4 died
Yeur (died) Masek Jaroslav ° 1950  |US shot 13.7. 1950
Lang Franti§ek 1928 us 12.2.1951 life in prison (reduced to 27.7.1951 -7
25 years) Mensikova Eligka ? us 18 years 27.1.1954 -7
Lang Karel 1936 us 6 years 9.8.1954 - 4.8.1959 Meres$ Frantiek 1920 us 25 years 1954 - 7
Lazansky Josef 1931 us 1953 life in prison 10.7.1953 -7 Michali¢ka Ignac 1919 us life in prison (reduced to 1949 - ?
25 years,
Lednicky Augustin 1924 1950 us 1950 death sentence executed 10. 10. 1950 years)
Miku$ Jozef 1931 us 1954 20 years 1955 - ?
Lehotsky Alexandr 1920 1955 us death sentence executed 29. 3. 1955
Minarik Jan 1927 us 25 years
Linder Ladislav 1924 1950 us 1949 death sentence executed 15. 5. 1950
Misut Ladislav 1923 us June 1953 18 years 5.3.1954 -7
Linhart Miloslav 1923 UK 23 years 19.2.1954 - 10. 5. 1962
Morav¢ik Pavel 1921 us 18 years October 1954 - ?
Liptak Ladislav 1928 UK 25 years 18.6.1953 -7 5 years 25. 4. 1957 (re-tried) — ?
Liska Josef 1922 1952 us death sentence executed 6. 2. 1952 Mrazek Jan 1909 UK 5 years 8.3.1960 - 10. 5. 1960
Longauer Viktor 1923 us 15.12. 1954 22 years (changed to 6.4.1955 -7 Miiller Otto 1933 us 16 years 9.8.1954 -7
17 |
years on appeal) Mutitansky Ladislav 1913 us 25 years 1952 - ?
Lorenc Bedfich 1923 1955 us shot on April 1955 ?
Najman Josef 1923 UK 20 years 30.12.1949 - 2. 2. 1957
Ludvik Josef 1912 us death sentence 27.2.1952 -7
Nejdl Ervin 1927 FR 20. 5. 1951 25 years July 1952 - ?
Ludvik Josef 1912 1952 UK death sentence executed 8. 7. 1952
Némcicky Josef 1922 FR 25 years 27.3.1949 - 22. 2. 1963
Lysek Antonin 1926 us 22 years 27.4.1954 -7
Nerad Miloslav 1921 us 20 years 28.8.1951 -7
Maca Jozef 1920 us 6 years ?-26.10. 1954
Nettl Robert 1890 1960 UK 7 years 14.8.1957 - 18.1. 1960
Macek Blahoslav 1933 us 4 years 5.6.1951 -7 (died)
10 years 18. 1. 1955 (re-tried) — ?
-2
1 year 7. 3. 1958 (re-tried) — ? Neuman Eduard 1932 us 15 years 31.5.1954 - 7
Macek Bohus Teofil 1935 us 10 years 1956 — ? Nezval Rostislav 1928 FR 15 years 15.8.1951 — 12. 5. 1960
Macek Jozef 1909 uUs 192.5. 1955 20 years ?2-10.5. 1960 Novak Viadimir 1927 us 14 years 14.8.1951 - 10. 5. 1960
6.3.1961 7 Novotny Oldfich 1924 FR June 1949 25 years
Magula Viliam 1912 us August 1952 life in prison (reduced to 1954 -7 -
Nydrle Jaroslav 1919 us 18 years 26.10. 1954 — 18.12. 1959
25 years)
Macha Svatopluk 1925 us 14.10. 1954 18 years 14.10. 1954 - 10. 5. 1962 Nyklicek Vilém 1932 1953 UK 12.6.1952
Marcal Jaroslav 1929 us 23 years 26. 1. 1952 — May 1960 Ociepka Oldfich 1928 us 15.5. 1951 23 years 20.12.1951 -7
Marek Zdenék 1929 us 5 years 17.10. 1951 Palma Vladimir 1927 1952 UK death sentence executed 8. 7. 1952
2 and half year re-tried 29. 4. 1952 Palounek Stépan 1914 1958 UK died in prison 3. 4. 1958
Martirak Pavel 1931 us 18 years, 18 months 16.4.1952 -7 K
. . Papaj Karel 1921 us 28.2.1962 22 years 13.11.1952 - 10. 5. 1962
additional punishment
2 years Papala Vaclav 1922 us 22 years
Maruniak Stanislav 1934 us 11 years 1953 -7 Pastéka Frantisek 1923 us 31.12.1948 life in prison 1.7.1949 - 7
Masiar Pius 1928 us 25 years 1953 -7 Pavlicek Frantisek 1902 us 1951 16 years 8.2.1952 - 19, 11. 1959
Masek Jan 1923 us 25 years 27.4.1954 -7 Pavovi¢ Petr 1922 us 25 years 1953 - 7
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Pavl(i Bohuslav 1922 1950 us shot on arrest 17. 5. 1950
Pesek Jiti 1924 UK 5 years 28.2.1957 - 10. 5. 1960
Petrek Anton 1923 us October 1949 25 years (reduced to 14.7.1950 - 8.7. 1959
12 years on pardon)
Polagek Alois 1916 UK 25 years 8.6.1951 -7
Polagek Vaclav 1899 1961 UK 25 years 12.11.1954 - 28. 12, 1961
(died)
Polak Gustav 1928 us 3.10. 1953 25 years 27.4.1954 - 7
Popelka Antonin 1927 us 2.1.1950 15 years ?-7
Popelka Frantisek 1910 1963 us 18 years 2.11. 1955 - 30. 6. 1963
(died)
Pospisil Jaroslav 1922 FR 11.6.1949 20 years 11.6.1949 - 13.9. 1963
Pospisil Vladimir 1913 us death sentence (reduced 19.12.1952 -7
20 years)
Potoc¢ek Josef 1906 1956 UK death sentence executed 1956
Potonec Jan 1920 us 15 years 26.10.1956 - ?
Pozgay Karol 1924 us 4 years 1950 - ?
Princ Josef 1923 1951 UK shot on December 1951
Prochazka Alois 1902 1960 UK 17 years 1959 - 6. 5. 1960 (died)
Prokop Jifi 1933 UK 20 years 8.10.1957 - ?
Ps¢&olka Rudolf 1923 FR life in prison 30.3.1951 -7
Pucik Robert 1921 1950 us death sentence executed 20. 2. 1950
Ramisch Josef 1928 us life in prison 8.4.1955 -7
Randak Josef 1919 US, UK 1950 20 years 18.9.1951 - 1.9. 1960
Regec Jan 1919 UK 20 years 18.9.1951 - 1.9. 1960
Rechtik Jan 1924 us 13.9.1952 20 years 30.12.1953 -7
Rend| Emanuel 1924 UK 17 years 13.5.1950 - 11. 5. 1960
Rokycanska Helena 1923 1952 us death sentence executed 6. 2. 1952
Rokycanska-Kuliskova 1909 UK 15 years 3.9.1959 - 31. 3. 1960
Matylda
Rokycansky Josef 1903 1960 UK 16 years 3.9.1959 - 10. 5. 1960
Rostlek Miroslav 1904 UK 11 years 3.9.1959 - 10. 5. 1960
Rousar Frantisek 1922 us 29.7.1950 life in prison ?
Rudle Miroslav 1924 UK 7 years 12.3.1957 - 11. 5. 1960
Razicka Franti$ek 1895 us 5 years 12.7.1957 - 12. 5. 1960

Ryne$ Zdenék 1925 us 20 years 15.11. 1949 — 24, 12. 1960
Rezni¢ek Rudolf 1931 us 12 years 6.10.1953 - ?
Riha Josef 1910 us 20 years (reduced to 10.8.1951 - 21.12. 1957
10 years on pardon)
Sabol (Sabola) Jan 1925 us 18 years 18.4.1953 - ?
Salajka Jaroslav 1928 us August 1950 22 years 27.9.1950 - ?
Salajka Ludvik 1921 UK 1948 — 27. 11. 1949 (escaped)
Sasina Stanislav 1914 UK 17.2.1949 7 years ?-25.2.1954
Setunsky Karol 1920 us 22 years 19.12.1953 - ?
Schmied Alfréd 1926 FR 25 years 1.8.1956 - ?
Schneider Karel 1913 us 6 years July 1954 — May 1960
Sikon Marian 1922 us 16 years 15.1.1954 -7
Sita Hans 1930 us 15 years ?-17.2.1960
Sita Hanus 1934 FR 8 years 22.11.1952 -7.10. 1955
Slavik Juraj 1934 us 8 years 22.1.1952 -7
Sréen Josef (dfive Schon) | 1919 us 18 years (reduced to
12 years)
Stosek Vilém 1911 UK 22 years 9.1.1953 - 10. 3. 1960
Stre¢ansky Ernest 1924 UK 11.11.1952 16 years 2.7.1954 - 11.5.1960
Siinderhauf Robert 1924 us 1952 25 years 1953 - ?
Suty (Suchy) Alois 1928 us 14.11.1951 life in prison (reduced to 12.1.1952 - ?
25 years)
Svoboda Jan 1924 1951 us 9.4.1950 death sentence executed 15. 4. 1951
Sykora Gustav 1897 us January 1950 20 years 6.6.1950 — 10. 5. 1960
Syrovatka Vaclav 1914 us 20 years 9.6.1955 -7
Sebesta Véroslav 1904 UK 25 years 29.8.1950 - ?
Selais (Slais?) Milog 1927 us 25 years 19.6.1952 - ?
Senkytik Miloslav us 20 years 22.12.1950 - 19. 12. 1962
Sida Petr 1934 UK 4 years 1954 - 30. 6. 1956
20 years 4.3.1959 - 7
Sif Vaclav 1932 us 10 years 12.6.1952 - 5. 3. 1954
Silhart Frantigek 1911 us 14 years 3.5.1951 -7
Silhavy Karel 1901 us 25 years 9.1.1963 -7
Sima Rudolf 1931 1951 us 1.10. 1950 suicide 27. 2. 1951
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Simek Frantigek 1921 us 7 years 17. 5. 1949 — ? (escaped) Valasek Vaclav 1900 us 18 years 17.6.1955 -7
Simon Stefan 1926 us 19 years 15.12.1953 - ? Valenta Bohuslav 1930 us 3.9.1954 25 years
Simanek Leo 1927 1955 us 10 years 8.7.1952 — 1955 (died) Vanék Josef 1923 us 20 years 12.11.1923 -7
Skefik Frantisek 1923 us 8 years 4.9.19538 - 6. 3. 1957 Variha Antonin 1919 us 20 years 5.12. 1951 — May 1960
Skrabek Karel 1899 us 8 years 12.7.1957 - 11.5. 1960 Vanis$ Jifi 1920 UK 17 years 2.4.1959 - 7?
Skvara Josef 1919 FR 11 years Varga Kazimir 1932 us 20 years 27.10. 1951, re-tried,
- 7 years 29.5.1957 — 15. 10. 1957
Skvarek Andrej 1915 us 23 years 9.6.1955 - ? year
- Velich Viadimir 1925 us 17 years 31.5.1954 - ?
Slajs Vaclav 1920 us 22 years 4.10.1951 -7
- Vesely Jifi 1897 us 3 years 12.7.1957 - 10. 4. 1959
Sonsky Ivo 1929 us 23 years 3.7.1951 -7
- Vigek Vaclav 1929 1958 us 20 years 10.4.1952 -6.12. 1958
Spirk Ferdinand 1931 us 22 years 18.10.1951 -7 (suicide)
Stastny Jaroslav 1904 us 22 years 9.5.1951 -7 Vodzik Michal 1931 us 24 years 18.10.1951 - ?
Stech Josef 1932 us 22 years 18. 2. 1955 — ? (escaped) Voldfich Milan 1933 us 20 years 16.2.1955 -7
5 25. 4. 1957 — ? re- ted
years . re-ameste Vondratek Eduard 1925 uUSs 23 years 24.10.1955 — ?
and convicted
Stencl Bohumir 1921 us life in prison (reduced to 27.1.1954 -7 Vondragek Josef 1921 UK 25 years 8.8.1957 -7
25 years) Vrsecky Jaroslav 1905 UK 12 years 1948 - 30. 5. 19565
Stépan Jindfich 1920 us 8 years 20.9.1951 -7 Viita J 1924 UK 15 97.1.1956 - 10. 5. 1960
25 years 9.6. 1955 — ? re-tried yta Jan years T - 105
Stipek Karel 1935 us 8 years 11.11.1952 — ? Vurser Vlastimil 1928 1958 us 13.4.1953 20 years 20. 9). 1953 - 20. 12. 1958
died
Svihla Kv&toslav 1926 us 26.11. 1949 life in prison (reduced to 17.1.1950 - 11.5. 1960 .
Vurér Vlastimil 1927 FR 25 years 23.8.1949 - 12.5. 1960
25 years)
Tihlarik Alexandr 1933 us 15 years 290.8.1951 - 7.3.1963 Zahora Jan 1927 us 25 years 23.8.1949 - 12.5. 1960
Tichy Blahoslav 1933 us 16 years 1953 — 1958 Zahradnik Jan 1922 FR 25 years 26.11.1954 -7
Tichy Bohdan 1933 UK 25 years 18.4.1956 — ? Zame¢nik Bohumil 1906 us 12 years 29.1.1953 - 11.5. 1960
Tomasgek Vaclav 1921 UK 14 years ?-10.5.1960 Zbavitel Gustav 1922 UK 22 years 4.1.1952 -7
2 years + remainder of 22.9.1961 -7 Zeman Jifi 1926 uUs April 1951 life in prison 1.2.1952 - 9
punishment
Totka Ferdinand 19392 us 20 years Zeman Josef 1931 us 18 years 3.4.1952 -7
4 years Zeman Titus 1921 us 10 years 30.5.1957 - 10. 5. 1960
Touzimsky Jaroslav 1923 us 22 years 22.2.1952 -7 Zemanek Milos 1915 us 25 years 299 1959 — 7
Trigbe Vilém 1985 us 15 years 12.9.1956 -7 Zika Josef 1924 us 1949 life in prison 1949 - 2
Tschiesche Emil 1923 us 8 years 19.1.1954 -7 Zorvan Jan 1920 1951 UK shot 17. 3. 1951
Tucek Jaroslav 1923 1959 us 18 years 21.8.1952 - 24. 11. 1959 Zabka Stefan 1909 us 20 years 26.8.1952 — ?
(died) — '
Zasek Ja -
Udrzal Rudolf 1923 UK 15 years 20.10. 1953 - 10. 5. 1962 Zadek Jan 1904 us 6 years 16.8.1956 -
Ulehla Jan 1923 Us 12 years 4.7.1951 — 10. 5. 1960 Zucha Imrich 1927 1960 us 4 years 18.. '7d 1957 - 12.5. 1960
suicide
Urban Vaclav 1919 1950 FR shot on escape 1950
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COURT TRIALS

Punishments for participation in the international resistance belonged among the most severe.

Occasionally, the cases of “agent-walkers” were used in public propaganda campaigns aimed aga-
inst the West and intended to intimidate potential regime opponents. Punishments in such trials were
some of the most severe.

A trial with eight couriers took place before the State Court in Prague between January 10-12, 1952.
Staff Captain Milan Moucka, Chief of Investigation Sector VI.B, who had previously directed Milada
Horéakovd's trial, put the group together deliberately and prepared the structure of the trial. Moucka
also proposed to publicize the trial.

Those sentenced for high treason and espionage were: former deputy district commander of the Na-
tional Security Corps (SNB) in Tachov Jan Ho$ek (¥*1904) - death sentence; Emanuel Rendl (*1923) - de-
ath sentence; Jaroslav Dvorak (¥1930) - death sentence; Josef Liska (¥1922) - death sentence; Petr Ci-
zek (¥1913) - death sentence; Franti$ek Kroc (*¥1924) - life sentence; Robert Siinderhauf (*1928) - life
sentence; and Franti$ek Dolinek (*1915) - life sentence.

The capital punishment was executed in Prague-Pankrac on February 6, 1952.

SNB Lieutenant Jan Hosek left the country in January 1949 to avoid the consequences of his anti-
regime activity. As a US Counter Intelligence Corps (CIC) courier, he made at least nine trips to Czecho-
slovakia. He collected information, guided refugees, and built an intelligence network. He was arrested
on the border on his way to Czechoslovakia towards the end of July 1951.

Emanuel Rendl was interrogated by the Gestapo during the Nazi occupation and later served in the
Yugoslavian liberation army. He left the country in September 1949, and worked as a courier in Franti-
$ek Bogataj's group. He was arrested on the border while returning from what was likely his very first
trip to Czechoslovakia in June 1951. He built an intelligence network on his way.

Laborer Jaroslav Dvoiak left Czechoslovakia on his second attempt in August 1950. He was recruited
for cooperation, probably by the CIC, took an intelligence course, and was sent to Czechoslovakia with
intelligence assignments in November 1951. He was arrested on the border on his first trip, after firing
at the border patrol. He lost an eye in the shooting.

Laborer Josef Liska was imprisoned during the Nazi occupation, and then again from 1950, allegedly
for fraud. He escaped from a prison camp in the Jaichymov area to Germany in May 1951.
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A Proposal of the Minister of the Interior for the staging of the trial with
couriers in April 1954.
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Worker and former SNB member Petr CiZek was sentenced in October 1949, allegedly for fraud. He
escaped to Germany with Josef Liska and other prisoners in May 1951. FrantiSek Bogataj recruited him
and Liska for collaboration. After participating in training courses, they were both sent to Czechoslo-
vakia in October 1951. They were arrested on October 4, 1951 while crossing the border.

Five other trials were staged for people who gave the accused help, information, and cooperation,
and 32 people were sentenced.

Another fabricated trial was prepared in the spring of 1954. Its purpose was primarily to be preven-
tive and intimidating.

Couriers Bohumil Joska, Vilém Hauptman, Jan Jedli¢ka, and Otakar Kulendik were sentenced for lon-
g-term imprisonment in the “Kandra¢ and company” trial April 26-27, 1954. Anton Kandra¢ and Karel
Gruber were sentenced to death and executed in Prague on May 29, 1954. The fellow convicts mostly
did not even know each other - the “group” was fabricated and the trial was biased.

The statistics of victims on the part of couriers and their collaborators are still incomplete. Some
250 couriers were imprisoned; eleven died in prison afterwards. Nineteen couriers were executed, and
at least seven died on the border.
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A Falsified I.D. document of Anton Kandrag in the name of JoZzo Medved.
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A Press releases in Rudé pravo about the trial with Jan Hosek and Co. as a part of the campaign against the internal adversary.
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A Press releases in Rudé pravo regarding the staged trial of Anton Kandra¢ and Co.
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A Photographs of the courier Frantisek Dolinek from his State Security (StB) investigation file.

A Photographs of the courier Jaroslav Dvorak from his StB investigation file. His wound caused
by the shooting on the state border is apparent in the picture.

ON THE COLD WAR FRONT - CZECHOSLOVAKIA 1948-1956
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A Falsified ID card of the courier Jan Hogek.
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A Falsified Czechoslovak Communist Party (KSC)
membership ID card in the name of Jii Jirasek, the
cover name of Jaroslav Dvorak.

o e

HEFQELIA ERIR QIO VEHLEA

ORECANSEY PFROKAT
-G 0

—— ﬁ?mek

i
| Sy —
- -

~BRW . rpelie ) g,

Bt T s e e et i,
[l

A Falsified ID card of Jaroslav Dvorék, in the name of JiFi
Jirasek.

A Photograph of Jan Hosek in his National
Security Corps (SNB) uniform.
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Jan Hosek at the head of the SNB unit.

Jan Ho8ek's equipment.
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A Falsified KSC membership card in the name of Karel A Photographs of the courier Emanuel Rendl from his StB investigation file.
Vyzhralek, the cover name of Josef Liska.

. A Photographs of the courier Frantisek Kroc from his StB investigation file. Kroc was sent from
A Photographs of the courier Petr Cizek from his StB investigation file. abroad to guide Jana Horakova out of Czechoslovakia.
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SELECTED COURIER BIOGRAPHIES
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Josef Hasil was born in Zabrdi near Prachatice on 8 February 1924. He joi-
ned the Communist Party in 1945, was a National Security Corps (SNB) serge-
ant, and served with the Zvonkové border unit in the District of Cesky Krumlov.
The State Court in Prague sentenced him to 9 years pursuant to Act No. 50/1923
Coll. on February 2,1949. The reason was that on October 20, 1948, he and Sgt.
Zdenék Vyleta deserted to Germany, guiding three refugees for compensation.
They were arrested upon return from Germany on October 25, 1948.

Hasil served his time in a labor camp in Dolni Jifetin near Most. On May 9,
1949, he and a fellow convict fled the site of the Kolumbus Mine and left for
Germany. He worked as a courier, crossing the border many times. His success
earned him the “King of Sumava” moniker. Many of Hasil's collaborators in
Czechoslovakia were persecuted and sentenced to many years’ imprisonment. On December 7, 1949 he
was involved in a shooting against SNB members near Ceské Zleby in the Prachatice District. Junior SNB
Sgt. Rudolf Ko¢i was shot, and Junior Sgt. FrantiSek Hava seriously injured by gunfire.

Josef Hasil's older brothers Julius (*1915) and Bohumil (*1920) also crossed the border. A Zabrdi baker,
Julius Hasil sheltered his brother and other couriers. He fled to Germany to avoid arrest in December 1949
and became a courier. Butcher Bohumil Hasil also left the country in December 1949. The US Counter In-
telligence Corps (CIC) recruited him at the Valka camp. A border guard shot him attempting to cross the
border on September 13, 1950.

Josef Hasil stopped his activity in 1953 and left for the US, where he lives to date. The President of the
Czech Republic awarded him with the Heroism Medal in 2001.

Stépan Gavenda was born in Vizovice on 25 June 1920. He was a locksmith
engineer by vocation; during adolescence he had had several petty collisions
with the law and had stayed in a youth detention center. He tried to reach the
Czechoslovak army abroad in the spring of 1942 via Slovakia, but was caught
on the border and sentenced by a German court to 7 months in prison for at-
tempting to cross the border. He got involved in guerrilla activities towards
the end of the war and was injured. The SNB arrested him on April 3, 1948,
and interrogated him for crossing the border. Fearing persecution, he left for
Germany, helping three friends to escape from prison and bringing them along.
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A Stépan Gavenda as photographed for his StB case file.
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He went through several refugee camps, the last being Ludwigsburg, where the CIC recruited him for in-
telligence work in November 1948. FrantiSek Bogataj was his case officer. He crossed the border between
25 and 30 times for the CIC, guiding about 65 refugees to Germany.

Stépan Gavenda was arrested in Prague on October 1, 1949. Following the investigation, he was senten-
ced to death by the State Court in Prague for high treason and espionage on June 23, 1950; an amnesty of
December 10, 1952 changed his sentence to life imprisonment.

On January 2, 1952, he broke through the wall of the feared Leopoldov prison with Josef Hefmansky;,
Jaroslav Bure$, John Hvasta, Pravomil Reichel, and Josef Chalupa. On the run, Gavenda disarmed and ne-
utralized a gamekeeper who tried to hold the group up. Except for Hefmansky, they all reached Germany
safely. American-Slovak John Hvasta was granted asylum at the US Embassy in Prague.

Gavenda testified to the StB that he met his case officer, Frantisek Bogataj, AKA “Frank,” in Cham on
1 February 1952. He told him - and RFE later on - everything about the situation in prisons, in Leopoldov,
and in Czechoslovakia. Bogataj no longer trusted him, so he contacted Lucian, the head of the Polish intel-
ligence organization. But Lucian probably did not trust him either, so Gavenda contacted the CIC agent Jan
Cizik, and was sent on a mission to collect information in Czechoslovakia on October 19, 1952. He crossed
the border to the DDR in the Hora Svaté Katetiny area, and Soviet Army soldiers caught him on the border
between East and West Germany on 5 November 5, 1952. After his arrest, Stépan Gavenda made use of the
situation, disarmed his escorts and fled, but was captured again following a short pursuit. He was trans-
ported from the DDR to Czechoslovakia on 10 March 1953.

He reportedly said during the investigation: “I have nothing to say in my defense, and I conducted all of
my illegal anti-state activity on purpose and with a clear view to damaging the current people’s democra-
tic regime as much as possible.”

Gavenda said during the main hearing before the Regional Court in Uherské Hradisté on 15 April 1954:
“I cannot say today if the idea of working in espionage again occurred to me while still hiding in the coun-
try following my escape from prison in Leopoldov. But when I succeeded in crossing the border and was
in West Germany, I was determined to join the service as an agent again. This is why I called up my boss,
Franti$ek Bogataj. I did not abandon the idea of espionage even having been rejected by Frantisek Boga-
taj first and the Polish espionage service later. For that reason I negotiated with Jan Cizik, the purpose of
which was to make him help me get into the country.”

The Regional Court in Uherské Hradi$té sentenced Stépan Gavenda to death on April 15, 1954. He was
executed in the Prague-Pankrac prison on June 28, 1954.
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A Photograph from the StB case file showing courier Jaroslav Kaska A First page of minutes taken with Jaroslav Kaska.

demonstrating the hidden potassium cyanide tablet following his arrest.
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Jaroslav Kaska was born in Suché Vrbné in 1925. He was a laborer and a member of the SNB briefly
in 1945. After February 1948 he was a member of the Lipa illegal resistance group in Ceské Budgjovice,
printing and distributing anti-Communist leaflets and guiding refugees. Kaska faced the threat of arrest,
so he deserted to West Germany from his army service in 1949. Col Alois Seda recruited him for the CIC
at the Lechfeld refugee camp in March 1949. Kaska would walk to Czechoslovakia with his friend Jan
Masek. They set up a network of about 60 people in the Ceské Budé&jovice and Prague regions; it collected
relatively valuable economic and military information. He made nine cross-border trips for the CIC. In the
latter half of 1950, Kaska joined the UK's IS service, under the direction of case officer Vaclav Cukr. Kaska
initially recruited new collaborators at the Valka refugee camp. After a long hiatus, he left for Czechoslo-
vakia again in August 1951. Upon his return on August 17, 1951, he and Masek were arrested by Red Army
soldiers in Austria. Following a nine-month imprisonment in the USSR, he was transferred to the StB in
Cop on 14 May 1952.

Kaska had a separate trial, and the Higher Military Court in Prague sentenced him to life for high trea-
son and espionage on 8 April 1954. The Regional Court in Ceské Budéjovice sentenced Jan Masek for life on
27 April 1954, and seven of their domestic collaborators were sentenced to two to fourteen years. The StB’s
attempts to exploit him in prison as a collaborator for an intelligence game with the British intelligence
service were to no avail. Kaska's motivation for contacting the StB was an attempt to help his imprisoned
mother and sister.

Jaroslav Kaska held a consciously anti-regime position. The number of his cross-border trips and intel-
ligence achievements make him a major courier personality.

Vladimir Lutovsky, AKA “Lada Lukes”, was born in 1923. A farmer in Libé&jice near Tabor, he joined
the resistance as a guide for refugees and couriers after February 1948. He shot an StB member attempting
to arrest him in 1950 and left the country. He would then cross the border until 1952 as a CIC courier for
Moravec’s group. He shot a border guard member during one incident. He lived in the US after the group
discontinued its activities, and returned to Czechoslovakia after 1989.
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CONCLUSION

The last detected occurrences of couriers crossing the border date to the latter half of the 1950’s. The
fateful year 1956 demonstrated with finality that there would be no war. The West did not respond to the
uprising in Hungary. The border was impenetrable. Conversely, legal trips between the East and the West
were becoming more frequent, and intelligence services therefore started focusing on utilizing these legal
channels, or “white lines.”

Jaroslav Huml emigrated to the FRG on May 24, 1956. He was recruited by the Military Intelligence Servi-
ce (MIS), which sent him to Czechoslovakia nineteen times between 1956 and 1960. His task was to obtain
information of a military nature. He would travel from West Berlin via the DDR to the Czechoslovak border,
which he would cross. He used the same path on his way back.

In reality, StB agent Jaroslav Huml had been secretly slipped into the US intelligence service thanks to
Vilém Jelinek, another StB agent at MIS headquarters. The StB recorded - and later publicized - his case as
“Action East” (“Vychod”).

Summary of intelligence operations, 1948-1956

What meaning did the couriers’ dangerous trips have? Involvement in the resistance undoubtedly con-
tributed to the liberation of Czechoslovakia and renewal of democracy and freedom, especially in the first
few years after February 1948. Given the era in which they took place, we can only guess what importance
the information obtained held within the confused Cold War environment. In the event of a war between
East and West, the operations would probably be appreciated as good preparation. There would be an esta-
blished network of radio transmitters and informers on enemy territory.

However, the huge loss of life and thousands of lives affected forever by imprisonment force the question
of how well and responsibly were those intelligence projects prepared and planned. Courier training was
insufficient, especially in the initial period.

The couriers’ trips across the borders of Czechoslovakia remain a challenge for us.

»The analysis of the covered cases of pedestrian agents brings up the question of whether American espi-
onage could really obtain through them any information capable of disrupting the pursuit of socialism in our
country. If we assess the agents’ personal capabilities, their age, social position, and the possibilities for set-
ting up relations with persons whose information could materially affect the interests of our economy, we
reach the conclusion that the pedestrian agents were not the premier agents of American espionage - they




served merely to detract Czechoslovak security’s attention from the chief American agency. This notion is
supported by the fact that many agents were sent out without any training, without any particular tasks
- just to try and see if they could cross the border and deliver on the assignments of their own will.”

Report entitled the “American Espionage Agency”, Study Institute of the Ministry of Interior, 12 November 1962.

A Photographs of panels from the 1960s StB exhibition on Operation ,East".
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A Photographs of panels from the 1960s StB exhibition on Operation ,East". A Photographs of panels from the 1960s StB exhibition on Operation ,East".
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Ing. Petr Alt - 1918
Bedrich Aust - 1926

Jan Baca - 1915

Karel Badal - 1908
Zdenék Barta - 1918
Oldtich Bartosek - 1920
Otto Beitl - 1906

Rudolf Béles - 1911
Stefan Betinsky - 1930
Franti$ek Bezdék - 1907
Josef Bicek - 1909
Vlastimil Bilek - 1921
Stanislav Bily - 1928
Ladislav Bitala - 1925
Josef Blaha - 1921
Jaroslav Blazek - 1921
Miroslav Bodsky - 1932
Franti$ek Bogataj - 1913
Bedtich B6hm - 1921
Franti$ek Brani$ - 1922
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Jan Brychta - 1922
Alois Bublik - 1916
Jaroslav Bure$ - 1922
Josef Bursik - 1911
Véaclav Ceplecha - 1924
JUDr. Ladislav Comorek - 1918
Ladislav Caky - 1921
Josef Cambalik - 1911
Zbynék Cerych - 1925
Anton Cermék - 1907
Karel Cerny - 1914
Old¥ich Cerny - 1923
Oldich Cerny - 1926
Jan Cervendak - 1900
Josef Dado - 1926

Jan Danéch - 1928
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Franti$ek Danék - 1917
Viktor Dernesch - 1924
Antonin Dolej$ - 1915
Jan Done - 1930
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Karel Douba - 1919

Rudolf Drbohlav - 1914
Véclav Duda - 1922

Karel Dufek - 1912

Josef Dvorak - 1913

Jan Dzubak - 1924

Imrich Ero$ - 1918

Stefan Fabera - 1909
Miroslav Fajko$ - 1926
Velen Fanderlik - 1907
Daniel Fasko - 1919
Martin Ferenci¢ - 1932

Jiti Fiala - 1921

Jan Filip - 1914

Viktor Filipek - 1925
Stefan Fojtik - 1928
Leopold Foltyn - 1912

Jan Formanek - 1908

Ing. EvZen Francouz - 1919
Dr. Rudolf Frastacky - 1912
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Franti$ek Gajda - 1933
Jaroslav Gajdo$ - 1921
Andrej Garzik - 1913
Josef Garzik - 1911
Josef Gottwald - 1902
Otto Graf - 1907

Josef Had - 1927
Leopold Hajicek - 1927
Franti$ek Hainz - 1922
Franti$ek Hasek - 1916
Josef Hasil - 1924

72 Julius Hasil - 1915

73  Franti$ek Hason - 1916

74  Zoltan, Josef Hawasch (Havas) - 1920
75 FrantiSek Hesik - 1913

76  Franti$ek Hyks - 1927

77  Otto Hiittl 1904

78 Oldtich Haldik - 1899

79  Stanislav Huchan (Alino) - 1930
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80 Nadézda Hodrovéa - 1925
81 Jaroslav Holan - 1919

82 Bohuslav Holy - 1925

83 Ing.Jaromir Holman - 1902
84 Rudolf Honek - 1924

85 Leopold Horecky - 1911

86 Miroslav Hornék - 1926

87 Emil Horvath - 1906

88 Josef Horvat - 1908

89 Josef Hosek - 1926

90 Josef Hrabacek - 1925

91 Dr. Zdenko Hradsky - 1903
92 Miroslav Hrnéif - 1910

93 Véclav Hrnecéek - 1904

94 Rudolf Hruby - 1928

95 Ignéac Huck - 1923

96 Eduard Husér - 1927

97 Ondrej Husek - 1929

98  Stefan Husek - 1925

99 Miroslav Chaloupka - 1928
100 Josef Chalupa - 1920
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101 Alois Chlebana - Turak - 1927
102 Josef Chudy - 1920

103 Dr. Emil Jamrich - 1919

104 Bretislav Jandasek - 1922

105 Stanislav Janecek - 1922

106 Stanislav Jansky - 1928
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Pavel Jasa - 1934
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Karel Jentscher 1912
Jitf Jilek - 1906

Alois Jirousek - 1908
Karel Juri¢ek - 1914
Miroslav Kabela - 1938
Stanislav Kabrt - 1922
Jan Kantor - 1934

Dr. Vojtéch Karas - 1917
Josef Kerak - 1914
Jindi#ich Kettner - 1932
Véclav Klabik - 1901
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Jan Klan - 1911

Adolf Klimek - 1897
Arnold Klin¢ek - 1908
Milo$ Knor - 1918
Franti$ek Kocian - 1923
Vlastimil Kocian 1928
FrantiSek Koldinsky - 1928
Antonin Kolisek - 1920
Jaroslav Konvalinka - 1911
Ladislav Kopal - 1930
Florian Kopiar - 1930
Josef Kopic - 1931
Ladislav Kordik - 1922
Franti$ek Kostolany - 1915
Frantigek Kotlik - 1928
Amand Koukola - 1933
Vojtéch Kovac - 1925
Jaroslav Kovanda - 1913
Pavel Kratochvil - 1911
Robert Kreisl - 1903
Anton Krivda - 1920
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Vladislav K#ivohlavy - 1931
Rodolf Kr$niak - 1910
Ludvik Krucky - 1922
Jan Kruntorad - 1901
Dr. Ing. Rudolf Krupic¢ka - 1911
Antonin Kunak - 1912
Stefan Kurcin - 1921
Julius Kuropata - 1923
Josef Kvasay - 1926
Juraj Lacek - 1909
Véclav Lacina - 1932
Dr. Branislav Lajda - 1917
JUDr. Oskar Landa - Kobr - 1896
Otto Lang - 1922
Jan Limberg - 1906
Michal Loksik - 1897
Michal Losonsky - 1925
Jan Lukac - 1925
Vojtéch Lukas - 1921
Leopold Lukasik - 1913
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Dr. Stefan Lukad (Lukats) - 1921
Vladimir Lutovsky 1923
Ludovit Macak - 1921
Ludovit Macek - 1926
Robert Machac - 1926
Ladislav Malota - 1923
Josef Marek - 1912
Ludék Matik - 1931
Vladislav Martinek - 1910
Jan Mazak - 1911
JUDr. Josef Majner - 1893
Josef Mi¢udik - 1920
Jaromir Michal - 1928
Karel Mike$ - 1917
Dr. Josef Mikula - 1915
Josef Mistrik - 1918
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177 Ludék Molnar - 1927

178 Michal Molnar - 1924

179 Frantisek Moravec - 1895
180 Josef Mrazek - 1910
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181 Eervin Miiller - 1929
182 Miroslav Murgas

183 Cyril Musil - 1907

184 Emil Nastraha - 1907
185 Herbert Némec - 1916
186 Frantisek Novak - 1920
187 Jan Novy -1919

188 Frantisek Nusko - 1920
189 Wiliam Oatis - 1914
190 Jan Obor¢ok - 1897

191 Josef Obselka - 1920
192 Ing. Jan Ohera - 1921
193 Franti$ek Omasta - 1919
194 Dr. Laszlo Orban - 1918
195 Helga Orbanov4, roz. Mimrova - 1923
196 Antonin Orlita - 1931
197 Frantisek Orlita - 1927
198 Vaclav Orlita - 1934
199 Pavel Orth - 1917

200 Josef Ostruzka - 1923
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201 Rudolf Pages - 1909

202 Andrej Parimucha - 1924

203 Antonin Paska - 1913

204 Adolf Paulik - 1923

205 Alois Paulovic - 1922

206 Lumir Pavlik - 1930
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208 Franti$ek Petrjano$ - 1923

209 Miroslav Planava - 1909

210 Josef Plany - 1927
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Franti$ek Podlesak - 1924
Antonin Postupa - 1898

Josef Prekop - 1922

Jaroslav, Slavomil Ptiplata - 1928
Karel Prochazka - 1905

Milan Prokop - 1926

Zdenék Psota - 1930

Jan Pugkad - 1920

Jaroslav Rabinsky - 1921

Josef Rampak - 1926
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Emil Ransdorf - 1920
Miloslav Rechciegel - 1904
Ivan Renner - 1923

Jiti Rener (Kohn -1924
Franti$ek Revesz - 1911
Ladislav Richter - 1912
Véclav Roflik - 1921

Jiti Roubal - 1922

Karel Roudnicky - 1897
Franti$ek Runza - 1908
Miloslav Riit - 1924
Vladislav Saba - 1926

Véaclav Sedlacek - 1919

JUDr. Jaroslav Schenk - 1906
Emanuel Schvamberger - 1920
Ernst Singer - 1924

Ladislav, Pavel Singer - 1922
Véaclav Skypala - 1922

Jan Slavik - 1912

Karel Slavik - 1921
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Ladislav Slavik - 1934
Zdetika Smré¢inova - 1931
Miroslav Snopek - 1933
Jiti Srnec - 1926

Oliver Stankovsky - 1930
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Josef Stre¢ansky - 1910
Dr. Jaroslav Strnad - 1918
Jaroslav Stuchly - 1913
Ludvik Svétinsky - 1921
Josef Safus - 1895

Alois Seda - 1908

Jan Sevéik - 1928

Josef Sevéik - 1906

Ing. Josef Sifta¥ - 1907
Rudolf Sima - 1921
Josef Skobranek - 1929
Antonin Skubna - 1922
Oldtich Skvor - 1920
Jan Srotyt - 1915

Jiti Stokman - 1920
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Frantiek Stovicek - 1914
Miroslav Sulc - 1921
Karol Sumichrast - 1911
Juraj Supol - 1920
Frantisek Svab - 1927
Jaroslav Taborek - 1895
Vojtéch Tichy - 1920
Richard Tlach - 1927
Josef Trmal - 1927

Josef Trnka - 1932
Slavoj Trojan - 1924
Karel Truska - 1922
Bohumil Tma - 1933
Franti$ek Turek - 1913
Bohuslav Ulehla - 1927
Franti$ek Ulrych - 1906
Miroslav Umlauf - 1926
Jan Urban - 1931

Julius Véca - 1913
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Jaroslav Vaclavik - 1910
Bohumil Valtr - 1912
Robert Valuch - 1920
Tomads Vavra - 1913
Franti$ek Viéelka - 1909
Franti$ek Weber - 1919
Milo$ Vebr - 1919
Véaclav Vejsada - 1934
Mirko Vesel - 1903
Jiri Vincura - 1934
Véclav Vins - 1910
Jan Vrabel - 1926
Vojtéch Zaboj - 1922
Rudolf Zahradka - 1930
Franti$ek Zelenka - 1914
Jind#ich Zika - 1933
Franti$ek Zimmel - 1920
Miloslav Zlamal - 1922
Anton Zatek - 1926
Antonin Zalio - 1918
Ing. Jan Zemla - 1900

114 /7 115



LITERATURE

Professional literature Regime, propaganda and disinformation literature
Stehlik Eduard: MEASURE. Ptispévek k historii Czechoslovak Intelligence Organization - CIO. Benes$ Arnost a kol., Revolu¢ni a bojové tradice II. spravy SNB - zdroj sily a iispécht
Praha, Studentské listy 25/1991, p. 16 v boji proti nepiatelskym rozvédkam. IX. sprava SNB, Praha 1983
Pacner Karel: Ceskoslovensko ve zvlastnich sluzbach dil II. a IV,, Themis, Praha 2002 Fiala Vladimir: Akce “Brusel”. Magnet, Praha 1981
Tomek Prokop: Agent LIGHT - tajny spolupracovnik v britské rozvédné sluzbé, Praha, Fiala Vladimir: Taylorav navra. Magnet, Praha 1973
sbornik UDV Securitas Imperii No. 8, 2001, p. 149-182 Guth Gabriel, Miller Otto: Dirigent zakulisi. Magnet, Praha 1966
Tomek Prokop: Ceskoslovensky zpravodajsky urad 1949-1956. Historie a Vojenstvi, 3/2004, Hojer (Gruber) Milan: Souboj v aréné. Magnet, Praha 1977
p. 74-90 Para Eduard, Naprava Ludék: Sedmnaéct let ¢eskoslovenskym agentem na Zapadé.
Tomek Prokop: Dvé protikomunistické skupiny na Moravé v 50. letech. Nase vojsko, Praha 1970

Securitas Imperii No. 12, Praha, UDV 2005, p. 245-278

Tomek Prokop: Ceskoslovensko-britské zpravodajské soupeteni. Securitas Imperii No. 14,
Praha, UDV 2007, p. 139-170

Tomek Prokop: Vysilani kuryrti do CSR pomoci balont v dobé studené valky.
Historie a Vojenstvi, 2/2007, p. 76-84

Memoirs and popularization literature

Capek Miloslav: O muzich, na které se zapomnélo. Pragma, Praha 2000

Capek Miloslav: Porazeni vitézové. Kapitoly z t¥etiho odboje. Mlad4 fronta, Praha 2003

Frolik Josef: Spién vypovidé4, Orbis, Praha 1990

Pek Josef: Kronika sumavskych hvozda. Vypravéni o osudech lidi z komunistického zla
v padeséatych letech. Papyrus, Vimperk 1998

Rambousek Ota: Krochnu s sebou. Sixty-Eight Publisher, Toronto 1978

Rambousek Ota: Paméti lichobéznika. Paméti agenta - chodce. Primus, Praha 1999

Rambousek Ota: S prstem na spousti. Primus, Praha 1999

ON THE COLD WAR FRONT - CZECHOSLOVAKIA 1948-1956 116 / 117












