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a)

b)

c)

Study this example:

A: What time will you phone me tonight?
B: TI'll phone you when I get home from work.

‘I’ll phone you when I get home from work’ is a sentence with two parts: ‘I'll phone you’
(the main part) and ‘when [ get home from work’ (the when part). The sentence is future
(tonight) but you cannot use will or going to in the when part of the sentence. Instead we
use a present tense, usually present simple (I do).

— I'll send you a postcard when I’m on holiday. (rot ‘when I will be’)
— When the rain stops, we’ll go out. (not ‘when the rain will stop”)
The same thing happens after:
while after before uniil/ll as soon as
— Can you look after the children while I am out? (ot ‘will be’)
— Before you leave, you must visit the museum. (noz ‘will leave’)
— Wait until I come back. (ot ‘will come’)

You can also use the present perfect (I have done) after when/after/until etc. to show that the
first action will be finished before the second:

— When I've read this book, you can have it.

— Don’t say anything while Tom is here. Wait here until he has gone.
It is often possible to use present simple or present perfect:

— TI'll come as soon as [ finish. or  I'll come as soon as I’ve finished.
— You'll feel better after you have  or  You’ll feel better after you’ve had
something to eat. something to eat.

After if we also use the present simple (I do) for the future:
— It’s raining. We'll get wet if we go out. (not ‘if we will go’)
— Hurry up! If we don’t hurry, we’ll be late. (not ‘if we won’t hurry’)

Be careful not to confuse when and if.
Use when for things which are sure to happen:
~ I'm going shopping this afternoon. When I go shopping, I'll buy some food.

Use if (not when) for things which will possibly happen:
— I might go shopping this afternoon. If I go shopping, I'll buy some food.
— Ifit rains this evening, | won’t go out. (ot ‘when it rains’)
— Don’t worry if I'm late tonight. (not ‘when P'm late”)
— Ifhe doesn’t come soon, I’'m not going to wait. (not ‘when he doesn’t come’)
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9.1

All the sentences in this exercise are about the future. Put the verbs into the correct form:

will/won’t or the present simple (1 do).

Example: When I .., J
our party.

% 4 . .
see) Tom tomorrow, I .....tL trivite (invite) him to

1 Before you . {leave), don't forget to shut the windows.

2 .. {phone) you as soon as [ ... (arrive) in London.

3 Please don’t touch anything before the police ... .. (come).

4 Everyone .. ... (be) very surprised if he ... . (pass) the
examination,

LR RTINS . - B - oo N S — (not/

recognise) him.

(not/start) dinner until Jack
7 o {you/be) lonely without me while 1 ..
.. (need) any help, ... (ask) you.
be) annoyed if We ..., (be) late.

. (arrive),
... (be) away?
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This time you have 10 miake one sentence from two sentences.

1 Tl find somewhere to live. Then I'll give you my address.

L APR—— RRUHONRRDISIRIE 'L -~
2 Irs gomg to start rammg Let s g() out before that.
Let’s . - e DEIOTE smawin.e
3 I'm gomg to do the shoppmg Thcn I Il come stralght back home
.................................................................. after e
4 You'll be in London next month. You must come and see me rhen
................................................................. when ...
S I'm going to finish teading this book. Then I’ ll get the dmner rL'ld}
F S ——————
6 \X/e’ll makc our decmon Then we'll let you know
1+ S SOOM @S eevenrriecsssseeseessesossassessssiess isoss s ssos e s s
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In this exercise you bave to put in when or if.
Example: it rains this evening, | won’t go out.

I’'m going to Paris next week. ...... I'm there, I hope to visit a friend of mine.

Tom might phone this evening. ... ... he does, can you take a message?

I think he’ll get the job. Ull be very surprised ... he doesn’t get it.

I hope to be there by 10.30. But ................. 'm not there, don’t wait for me.

I'm going shopping. ... you want anything, I can get it for you.

6 1 think I'll go home now. I'm feeling very tired. I think I'll go straight to bed .....c.occc.... t
get home,

7 I'm going away for a few days. I'll phone you ......ccoue. I get back.

8 I want you to come to the party but ...you don’t want to come, you needn’t.

L S e

19
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By the time ...

a) By (+ a time) = not later than:
— I posted the letter today, so they should receive it by Monday. (= on or
before Monday, on Monday at the latest)
— We’d better hurry. We have to be at home by 5 o’clock. (= at or before 5
o’clock, at § o’clock at the latest)
— Where’s Ann? She should be here by now. (= now or before now; so she
should have already arrived)

You cannot use until with this meaning:
— Tell me by Friday whether or not you can come to the party. (not “Tell me
until Friday’)
We use until (or till) to say how long a situation continues:
— ‘Shall we go now?” ‘No, let’s wait until (or tll) it stops raining.’
— I was tired this morning, so 1 stayed in bed until half past ten.

Compare until and by in these sentences:
— Tom will be away until Monday. (so he’ll come back on Monday)
— Tom will be back by Monday. (= he’ll be back on or before Monday, on
Monday at the latest)
— T'll be working until 11 o’clock. (so I'll stop working at 11 o’clock)
— P'll have finished my work by 11 o’clock. (= T’ll finish my work at or before
11 o’clock, at 11 o’clock at the latest)

b) You can also say by the time (something happens), ... Study these examples carefully:

— It’s not worth going shopping now. By the time we get to the shops, they
will be shut. (= they will shut between now and the time we get there)

— (from a letter) P'm flying to the United States this evening. So by the time
you receive this letter, I'll probably be in New York. (= I will arrive in New
York between now and the time you receive this letter.)

When you are talking about the past, you can use By the time (something happened), ...

— Tom’s car broke down on the way to the party last night. By the time he
arrived, most of the guests had left. (= It took him a long time to get to the
party and most of the guests left during this time.)

— @had alot of work to do yesterday evening. By the time I finished, I was
very tired. (= It took me a long time to do the work and I became more and
more tired during this time.)

— It took them a long time to find a place to park their car. By the time they
got to the theatre, the play had already started.

You can also use by then or by that time:

— Tom finally arrived at the party at midnight. But by then (or by that time),

most of the guests had left.
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116.1

Make sentences with by. ,
Example: L have to be at home not later than § o'clock, Jhavebbe“thmw50d0d<

1 Ihave to be at the airport not later than 10.30.
1 have to be at the airport ...
2 Let me know not later than Saturd
LEt INE KNOW oot ceessees s st
3 Please make sure that you are here not later than 2 o’clock.
Please .
4 1f you want to do the examination, you .
TE e st bt R8RS RS0
5 1f we leave now, we should be in London not later than lunchtime.

JE et ateee e n e kA e
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In this exercise you have to put in by or until.
Examples: Tom has gone away. He'll be away ... 0. Monday.
Sorry, but I must go. | have to be at home ... 5 o’clock.

1 D’vebeen offered a job. [haven’t decided yet whether to accept it or not. Thave to decide
... Thursday.
It "l wait ... Thursday before making a decision.
A: Ihear you're writing a book. Have you finished it yet?
B: Not quite, but I hope to finish it ......ccoo.cconns the end of this month.
4 A: I'm going out now. I'll be back at 4.30. Will you still be here?

B: Idon’t think so. I'll probably have gone
5 Y'm moving into my new flat next week. 'm staying with some friends
6 A: Do you think I'll still be unemployed this time next year?

B: No, of course not. 'm sure you'll have found a job . that time.

1n.

w2
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Read these situations and then complete the sentences using By the time ....
Example: Tom was invited to a party but he got there much later than he intended.

By thetime. he.got:.tome,.mmg ........... , most of the guests had left.

1 Thadto catch a train but it took me longer than expected to get to the station.
..., my train had left.
2 Ts saw two men nwho looked as if they were trylng tosteal a car. 501 called the police. But
it was some time before the police arrived.
.............................................................................................................. , the two men had disappeared.
3 A manescaped from the prison last night. It was a long time before the guards discovered
what had happened.
, the escaped prisoner was miles away.
4 [ mtended o go shoppmg after flmshmg my work But I finished my work much
later than expected.
............................................................................................................ , itwas too late to go shopping.
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- Adverbial clauses of time (1) verb tense;
hefore and until;

Here are some general rules to help you decide what verb tense to use in an adverbial clause
beginning with after, as, as soon as, before, until, when, or while.

® to talk about the present or past, use the same tense you would use in a main clause:
e Tnormally look after the children while she is practising.
o When she heard the results she was overjoyed.

® to talk about the future, usea present tense:
@ Wait here until you're ready to go.
® o Il Jook after the children while you are making dinner.

m to talk about an action that is completed before another action described in the main
clause, use either simple or perfect tenses:
e As soon as you see / have seen her, come and tell me.

® ¢ She wrote to me after she spoke / had spoken to Jim.

However, if we are talking about an action in the adverbial clause that takes place over a

period of time, we generally prefer the present perfect:
s After I have written this book, 'm having a holiday. (rather than After I write...)
o You can go when you’ve typed these letters. (rather than ...when you type...)

| If the two actions take place at the same time, use a simple tense, not a perfect tense:

@ Turn the light out as you leave. (not ...as you have left.)

s When I saw Kim, I asked her over for dinner. (rot When 1 had seen...)

Before and until
We use before if the action or event in the main clause has little or no duration and does not
take place until the time represented in the adverbial clause:
@ She walked out before I had a chance to explain.
We can often use either until or before when a situation described in the main clause lasts until a
time indicated in the adverbial clause. In particular:
m to say how far away a future eventis:  # It was three days until/before the letter arrived.
m if the main clause is negative: e I didn’t think I'd like skiing until/before I tried it.

Compare the use of until and before when the main clause is positive:

o He used to live with us until/before he moved down to London.
Here, until means ‘up to the time’. Before means ‘at some time before (but not necessarily right
up to the time specified)’. If the adverbial clause also describes the result of an action in the main
clause, we use until:

¢ He cleaned his shoes until they shone. (‘shining’ is the result of ‘cleaning’)
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4.2

EXERCISES

If necessary, correct these sentences. If they are already correct, put /. (B, C & D)

Before you will know it, your children will have grown up.

I was only just in time. As I had taken my seat, the concert started.

I’ still two hours before I have to be back.

After I paint the outside of the house I'm going to decorate the kitchen.
He will be released from prison after he will have served 4 years.

She will be 25 when she completes her course.

When the two leaders had met, they shook hands.

They ordered coffee when they ate their main course,

You can watch television after you have cleaned your room.

I won’t give up before I will have finished what 1 set out 1o do.

Do 0NN W=

-

Here are some extracts from the biography of a mountain climber,
Daniel Hurst. Write before or until in the spaces,
or before/until if both are possible. (C)

He didn’t believe that climbing the south face would be possible
spoke to local villagers who knew of a possible route.

Hurst waited with his companion
them carry her back down the mountain.

uNIT
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