
ACADEMIC SKILLS COURSE,  DXJ AKD2, lesson 7, 11 March 2016 

 

A. SUMMARISING 

Task 1:  Study the stages of summary below, which have been mixed up. Put them in the 

correct order (1-5). 

a) Write the summary from your notes, reorganising the structure if needed. 

b) Make notes of the key points, paraphrasing where possible. 

c) Read the original text carefully and check any new or difficult vocabulary. 

d) Mark the key points by underlining or highlighting. 

e) Check the summary to ensure it is accurate and nothing important has been changed 

or lost. 

 

Task 2: Read the following text and the summaries that follow. Rate them from 1 (best) to 3. 

 

 

 

 



 

Task 3: Read the following text and underline the key points. 

 



Task 4: Complete the notes of the key points below: 

1. Falling levels of fertility have generally been found 

________________________________________________________________. 

2. In some, number of children born 

________________________________________________________________ . 

3. Two results: smaller populations and 

________________________________________________________________ . 

4. Recent research claims that 

________________________________________________________________ . 

5. Comparison of HDI  (human development: 

__________________________________________ ) 

With fertility found that in most highly rated (+0.9) countries ,                                            

_________________________________________________________________ . 

Task 5: Join the notes together and expand them to make the final summary. 

Task 6: Summarise the summary in no more than 20 words. 

Task 7: Summarise the text in about 50 words. 

      

 

 



B. PARAPHRASING 

Task 1:  Read the text below and then evaluate the three paraphrases 1 (best), giving reasons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Task 2: Read the following text. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

1. Find synonyms for the words underlined. Rewrite the sentences using these. 

It is often argued that governments can create employment and reduce carbon emissions by 

investing in renewable energy projects. These so-called ‘green jobs’ have the appeal  of also 

helping to combat global warming while reducing a country’s dependence on imported 

fuels. 

 

 

2. Change the word class of the underlined words. Rewrite the sentences using the 

changes. 

However, critics of these schemes claim that the results are not as beneficial as they seem. 

Firstly, if the money was spent on other projects such as road building, jobs would also be 

created. 

 

 

3. Change the word order of these sentences, rewriting the paragraph so the 

meaning stays the same. 

Secondly, higher government borrowing to pay for the investment has to be financed by the 

taxpayer, and it may eventually affect the cost of borrowing for all businesses. In addition, 

subsidising relatively inefficient energy sources such as solar and wind power will raise the 

price of electricity for consumers. 

 

 

 

4. Combine all three techniques to paraphrase the next paragraph. 

A study in Spain looked at the cost of subsidizing renewable energy over 25 years. The 

estimated expenditure of €29 billion will provide 50, 000 jobs, but they will have cost 

€570,000 each to create. If, however, the government had allowed private industry to 

spend the same amount, it would have created 113,000 posts; more than twice as many. So 

it can be argued that the Spanish scheme will have actually destroyed over 50,000 jobs. 

 



Task 3: Write at least one synonym for each of the words / phrases in bold.  

 

 

 



Task  4: Rewrite these sentences by putting the part in bold at the beginning of the sentence. 

Make any changes that you feel are necessary. 

 


