
Introducing paragraphs 
and linking them together 

Reading: Reference book Unit 1.9  

 



Organising Paragraphs in the text 

Paragraphs are the basic building blocks of academic writing. Well-structured 
paragraphs help the reader to understand the topic more easily by dividing 
up the argument into convenient sections. 

 

What is a paragraph? 

What is the normal length of a paragraph? 

Is there a standard structure for paragraphs? 

How is a paragraph linked together? 

 



You will read three paragraphs from essay titled 

     ‘Should homeownership be encouraged?’  

 

Paragraph 1 

The rate of home ownership varies widely across the developed world. 
Germany, for instance, has one of the lowest rates, at 42%, while in 
Spain it is twice as high, 85%. Both the USA and Britain have similar 
rates of about 69%. The reasons for this variation appear to be more 
cultural and historic than economic, since high rates are found in both 
rich and poorer countries. There appears to be no conclusive link 
between national prosperity and the number of home owners. 

TASK 1 

(a) Analyse the paragraph 1 by identifying the following types of sentence:  
Topic sentence, Example, Reason, Summary. 
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What did we learn? 

(a) A paragraph is a group of sentences that deal with a single topic. 

(b) The length of paragraphs varies significantly according to text type, 

but should generally be around four or five sentences. 

(c) Normally (but not always), the first sentence introduces the topic. 

Other sentences may give definitions, examples, information, reasons, 

restatements and summaries. 

(d) The parts of the paragraph are linked together by the phrases and 

conjunctions shown in bold in the table. They guide the reader through 

the argument presented. 

 



Paragraph 2 

Despite this, many countries encourage the growth of home ownership. 

Ireland and Spain, for example, allow mortgage payers to offset payments 

against income tax. It is widely believed that owning your own home has 

social as well as economic benefits. Compared to renters, home owners are 

thought to be more stable members of the community who contribute more 

to local affairs. In addition, neighbourhoods of owner occupiers are 

considered to have less crime and better schools. But above all, ownership 

encourages saving and allows families to build wealth. 

(a) Analyse the paragraph 2 by identifying the following types of sentence: Supporting point 1, Supporting point 2, 

Supporting point 3, Example, Reason, Topic. 

(b) Underline the words and phrases used to link the sentences together. 

(c) Which phrase is used to link paragraph 2 to paragraph 1? 



Paragraph 3 

The sentences below form the third paragraph of the same essay, but they have been mixed 
up. Put them in the correct order. 

  

(i) When this burst, millions of people lost their homes, which for many had contained their 
savings. 

(ii) These had been developed to allow higher-risk poorer families to buy their own 

homes, but contributed to a property price bubble. 

(iii) Many economists now argue that there is a maximum level of home ownership 

which should not be exceeded. 

(iv) All these claims were challenged by the economic crash of 2008, which was in large 
part caused by defaults on American sub-prime mortgages. 

(v) Even households which had positive equity still felt poorer and reduced their 

spending. 

(vi) Others were trapped in their houses by negative equity, in other words their houses 
were worth less than they had paid for them. 

  

 
a) Identifying the following types of sentence: Topic sentence, Definition, Results, Conclusion 

b) Underline the phrase used to link the paragraph to the previous one. 

c) Underline the words and phrases used to link the paragraph together. 



Paragraph 3 – model answers 

The sentences below form the third paragraph of the same essay, but they have been mixed up. 
Use the table below to put them in the correct order. 
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