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According to Gregory Cerio, the Black Legend sprang from the time period in which Spain 

held reign over the largest federation in Western history, the 16th century. Their power 

extended "from Holland to Austria to Italy, and westward across the Atlantic to the 

Americas." Not only were they strong and forceful, but they were also wealthy and self-

satisfied. They were disliked by most of Europe (193). 

 


