Describing Graphs

Here are the words and phrases you need to talk about trends using graphs. Make sure you can
translate these into your own language.

UP - verbs
g0 up take off shoot up soar jump
increase rise grow improve rocket

UP - nouns
an increase a rise a growth an improvement

L uptutn a surge an upsurge an upward trend

DOWN - verbs
go/come down fall fall off drop slump
decline decrease slip plummet shrink

DOWN - nouns
a fall a decrease a decline a drop
a downturn a downward trend

IO CHANGE - verbs
remain stable level off stay at the same level

remain constant stagnate stabilise

AT THE TOP - verbs
reach a peak peak top out

AT THE BOTTOM - verbs

reach a low point battom out recover

DEGREES OF CHANGE

Adjectives: dramaric, considerable, sharp, significant, substantial, moderate, slight

Adverbs: dramatically, considerably, sharpiy, significantly, substantially,
moderately, slightly

SPEED OF CHANGE

abrupt sudden rapid quick steady gradual slow
PREPOSITIONS
a rise from £1m to0 £2m to increase by 50%

to fall by 30% an increase of 7.5 per cent over last year

Study the following graphs. Complete the descriptions with information from them and language
from the previous page. Several answers are possible. Check your answers with those in the answer
key or discuss them with your teacher.

GRAPH 1 Profits 1967-1982
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The company came out of the red in 1968 after which there wasa (1) ........... R o1
profits every year for four years. Profits reached {2) .. ... ... ... in 1972, bur in 1973, the year of 1he
Ol e thete WaE (3] cunwenmmmnes . o5 o o .The (4) .. rrend in 1974 wos
smaller, but after that profits continued to (5) . .......... ... .l for four years. The compar #
made a $5 billion loss in 1978, after which the figures (6) . ........... ..........forthrce year
before (7). von s again in 1982,

GRAPH 2 Sales Years 1-12
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The year after we wok over the company sales were goed, ar $12m, buc the second year they

(L¥as cmimmmnns sames s nee o dhitacterev:dronped (2. o oemne was 25%. Sales (3) .........
for another two years, (4) ... ........ for one vear,and then (5) . .......... again twice. Since
then, there has beena (6)......... .. growth for five years. In fact in just four years, sales rose
i) T rTT— B4 (B ) eamssammniaisins $14m, an increase (9) .. ... ... 250%.




The Business Cycle

Look at the graph below which illustrates fluctuations in domestic investment in the USA as a
percentage of potential Gross National Product, from 1929.1988, The level of investment is

cleatly linked to the business cycle. Insert the words in the boxes in the texts below.
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EXERCISE 1
boom contracted depression
downturns expanded peak
recession recovery upturns

A period of stock market speculation ended dramarically in Ocrober 1929 with the infamous Wall

Street Crash. There followed a dramartic (1) .. ... ..., . . The economy (2) ... ... .. ... again
atter World War II. There was a series of (3) .. .. .. .. .. and {4} .. ... ... .. inthe 19505, There
wasalong (3)........ ... in the 1960s. Invesrment reached a (6) ... ... .. .. in 1972, just before
the first oil crisis. Therewasa (7) ........ ... in 1975 and the cconomy (8) ... ... ... . . again in
1982, but cach time there wasatapid (9Y .. ..., .. .. .

EXERCISE 2

Now complete the following sentences, using expressions from page 90, and these conjunctionst

as a consequence of as a result of because owing to
1L Investment........... I8 19806 s v ot o 5 the Crash of 1929,
2. Private invesrment . ... ... .... during World War 1. ..., ... moncy was needed for the
war effort.
3. Thercwasa......... .. in investment in the 1960s .. ... L the government’s incentive
policies,
4. Investment........... attheend of the 1970s .. ... . the Federal Reserve's tight monerary

policy.




