THE RESEARCH PROPOSAL TEMPLATE

This document has been set up to assist students in preparing the text for their research proposal. It is NOT intended as a document to guide you through your research proposal development, but to assist you in setting out the proposal, in terms of text layout, section headings and sub-sections. 

The full research proposal must be between 10 and 20 pages and should present the following:
· Title 
· Brief Introduction
· Background and statement of the problem (this in the light of a thorough literature review)

· Research question or hypothesis, aim and objectives

· Study design (type of study)

· Study population and sampling

· Data collection methods and instruments

· Data analysis methods – if applicable statistical planning must be fully addressed, or the candidate should provide evidence that statistics are not required.

· Study period - Timetable for completion of the project

· Resources required for the study, including budget if applicable

· References

· Appendices (copy of questionnaire, consent forms, etc.)

How to use this template: 
The template provides ALL the sections, headings and subheadings that you will require in your proposal, as well as the line and paragraph spacing, page breaks, page numbering, referencing system and referencing styles. You should simply edit the text where appropriate and insert your own text as per your proposal, i.e simply type into the document. Do not attempt to change the styles for the headings or subheadings, and do not attempt to use more than three level headings (i.e A main heading, a sub-heading and a sub-sub-heading). 
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ABSTRACT

Background

Methods

Results

Discussion and Conclusion
Do not use abbreviations or insert tables, figures or references into your abstract. You abstract generally should not exceed about 300 words. 
introduction

Use heading 1 from the selection above for your main heading. use all caps, do not use anything else as the table of contents has been automated to use this setting

Sub Heading

Use Heading 2 from the selection of styles on the menu bar above. Do NOT use all capitals, but write as is shown above. Do not use anything else as the Table of Contents has been automated to include this style for a subheading.

Sub-Sub-Heading

Use Heading 3 from the selection of styles on the menu bar above. Do NOT use all capitals, but write as is shown above. Do not use anything else as the Table of Contents has been automated to include this style for a sub-subheading.

Referencing

When do your referencing, use the automatic system provided by Microsoft Word. To use this, from the Menu bar, go to Insert > Reference > Footnote. Now select Endnote > end of document. For the options, select Number format > 1, 2, 3; Custom mark > leave blank; Start at > 1; Numbering > continuous. If you do this, you will see a superscript inserted at the point of your cursor, as in this example, with the cursor automatically going to the end of your document for you to insert your reference details
. This keeps a continuous numbering system as you progress through your proposal. Once you are done, you could move this from the last page to the last page before the Appendices.
problem statement

Overview

Research Question/Hypothesis

OBJECTIVES AND AIMS

Overall Objective

Specific Aims

BACKGROUND AND SIGNIFICANCE

This is your literature review. Use Headings 2 and 3 to provide sub headings in your review

research design and methods

Overview

Use headings 2 and 3 as appropriate, and use these headings if appropriate.

Population and Study Sample

Sample Size and Selection of Sample

Sources of Data

Collection of Data

Exposure Assessment

Data Management

Data Analysis Strategies

Ethics and Human Subjects Issues

Timeframes

Strengths and Weaknesses of the Study
Budget and Motivation
only if applicable

references

Use a consistent standard format. Zotero is recommended for manipulating sources and so citations. 
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