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‘to the "General Affairs” part of the "G

“previous year. and subsequently finalise

 Every Presidency draws up a timetable

. the start of the six months of the Preside!
Generally speaking, the Presidency must
overlapping mcetings so that members o

Council meetings on the same day. As a

Chapter 11 — Getting ready for

1. Planning of work — Timetab

the Presidenc)

R
eof meetings

‘A multiannual strategic programme copering ‘a period of three vears is drawn up by the Presidencies

“concerned in consultation with the Con

"Atticle 2(4) CRP). The first such progiay

covers the period 2004-2007. The mult

mission and submitted for adoption to the European Council (sce
e was adopted by the European Council in December 2003 and

annual programnie is intended to provide a swong framework and

“timelines for implementing agreed priorities and specific objectives, but at the same time to be able to

respond to evolving circumstances botl

European Council to agree adjustments t

In the light of the three-year strategic p

drawn up by the two Presidencies due t

six months to prevent an excessive conc

on matters for which they are compet

to take account, as far as possible, of pu

2. Changes to the timetable

inside and outside the Union. Accordingly, it is possible for the

0 the programme should they be required.

rogramine, an annual operating programme of Council activities is
‘hold office during the course of each calendar year. It is presented
neral Affairs and External Relations Council" in'December of the

by the two Presidencies in the light of the Council's debate.

of Council meetings which has to be available seven months before

cy (Article 1(2) CRP ).

try and spread work in as balanced a way as possible throughout the
entration at the end of its term of office; it must also try to avoid
i Coreper (Part 1 or Part 2) can participate in Council configurations
ent. It is especially important to avoid scheduling more than two
general rule and except in justified cases, this timetable is drawn up

lic holidays applicable to the staff of the General Secretariat.

If it considers it advisable, the Presidency can always change the timetable by proposing to cancel or add a

meeting. In any case the Presidency s
agenda (e.g. when policy decisions are

merely points of information or progress

%% See also the "Dglegates’ Haudbook”, Past 11

hould convene Council meetings only when there is a substantive
N\
to be taken or political orientations given). and not when there are

reports to be given.

(ths Cerncil Guidz. Chapier 1, Sections | and 2

. t
- . . . . e ~ . : . i
For practical reasons, mainly concerning the availabilit of ministers. limited use should be made of the

option of adding.extra Council meetings. It is also generally #nﬂ:ma that a month's notice is needed E?E

the date of the Council meeting. If it n_o? change the :_:mSZm the Presidency’ must ?u sure to consult ;E
members of Coreper. Any requests from the ﬁc:::.mmm::. or delegations for chaiges to the timetable ::_ﬂ

|
also be made in Coreper. _
i
. . . . . !

- . . . . N X . - N Lt
The Presidency examines the other delegations’ requests and comments carefully but it is accepted that. since

PO . oo . . . . . . . !
it is in charge of organising work, it is the Presidency which determines the timetable (even if. formally. such

a procedural decision is a matter for a simple majority). . !
|
. '

With regard to venues for meetings, it should be noted that the Council has its seat in ‘Brussels, in the

Council building (Articles 1(3) and 28 CRP) in actordance with the protocol annexed 1o’ the TEU and the
two Community Treaties. During the months of April. fune and October. the Council holds its meetingsin
L :/n_:gg:_ In exceptional n:.Q::nS:nnm and for duly substantiated reasons, the Council or Coreper, #::n
unanimously. may decide that a Council meeting f: ‘be held elsewhere (Article 1(3). second nccg:m_e,._,
CRP). b ‘

17,

The Presidency must respect the number of configurations ' in which the Council is called upon to meet. !

3. Planning of work — preparing indicative agendas _

Each Presidency shall establish provisional agendas for each Council meeting scheduled for the next six
month period showing the legislative work and 35_,»:25_ decisions envisaged. They shall be established at
the latest one week before the beginning of its term of office on the basis of the annual operating EQE,m_:_W:n

. '

and after consulting the Commission (Article 2(6) CRP). ’ : '

The indicative agendas cannet be definitive since it is impossible to plan for every contingency: for plam

1o remain entirely credible. however. the main point to remember is that changes should be confined mc_m_./w to
instances of real necessity . This kind of planning must be carried out long enough in advance 1o ensure a

smooth transition between each Presidency. : . : _ |
B " '

The indicative warsamm are. drafied in coordmation with the General Secretariat of the h&::r: They are

forw Eapa by the General Secretariat to the various an_na‘.:o:n E:_ the Commission for :.?.:5:9: i

Y Thelistof ¢ srrent Council configmanons 1s set out 1 Annex | to the Cout

s Rules of Procedure



European Parliament, it is vital to know

' nr:.m_._&.

As part of the coordination mentioned y

“in order to ensure a smooth transilion be

- update dossiers to be examined i

- cross-check the timetables for

- assess the importance of each.-

course of the procedure to be followed b

- allocate dossiers undér the decisi

with the arrangements for legislative pro

4. . The machinery of the Presic

The first task when setting up the Pres

- and committees in good time. Dependiy

may decide whether, besides the chair,

positions of the Member State holding t

- time to allow them, where necessary, to

committees. Given the need, amongst o

- more efficient on account of limited res

or a prior introduction to the role of chair,

The roles of chairperson and national d

" appropriate contacts take place before ¢

Atticle 19(5) CRP provides that "for

every six months, where held during

Coreper and those of working parties he

" See lso Chapler V.

reviously between the various bodies of the European Union 1% and

ween Presidencies, each Presidency should:

1 Lhe six-month perio

rocedures to take place within each institution; in the case of the

he timetable for plenary sessions and committee meetings;

lossier and its political or technical nature, which may affect the
the Council;

ion-making procedures arising from the Treaty, in order 1o comply

cedure (consultation, cooperation, co-decision, assent).

ency

dency is to appoint the chairpersons of the various working parties

g on the nature of each working party or committee, the Presidency

, it should appoint'a delegate with the task of presenting the national

e Presidency. Futuré chairpersons should be appointed in sufficient
acquaint themselves wiih the proceedings of the working parties and
ther: things, to make working party and cominittee proceedings even
urces and an increasing workload, it is recorimended (hat training in

rperson be provided in conjunction with the General Secretariat.

legate or spokesman are in principle separate. It is essential that the

heetings so that, among other things, the role played by each can be

the preparation of meetings of Council configurations meeting once

he first half of this period, the meetings of committees other than

Id during the preceding six months shall be chaired by a delegate of

21

) between u_mm_gn:n_nm this provision should be implemented. This is the reason why the verb

B appoint, _uomo_.m the start of the six months, the persons who v

the Member State whose turn it is 1o chair the said Couneil meetings". In order to ensure a smooth transil o:

may" was
replaced by "shall" in the amendment to the CRP :an in July 2002 following the European Oc::n:_:..

Seville. This :um became the rule é:: regard to the _u:n_mo_.:u~ procedure, C_Em_. Article 19(6), mnno:a

subparagraph: “in the specific case a\ the examination of the Conmmunity budget for a iven inancial Year,
/-

meetings of Council preparatory bodies, other than 09.%3.. dealing with the preparation of Council :,mm:.&a

items on the examination of the budger shall be chaired by a delegate of the Member State which will \65

the Council Presidency during the second six-monih period of the year prior io ihe Jmancial ,_mn? in

question. The same shall apply, with the agreement of the order Presidency, fo the chairing ‘of Qc:;n:

meetings at the time when the said budget items are discussed. The Presidencies ne:nm..:m& will consult'on
i
the practical arrangement.” - |
. i

As and when required, particularly if the Presidency is unable to attend any Council meeting, the latter niay

be chaired by the following Presidency (Article 20(2) .CRP).

!

i

i

. : |
It is thus for the Presidency to: ’ ’ ’ !

= determine the chairperson and natipnal spokesman for each working party and commiltee; '

N . - 1

vill be chairing the meetings of ﬂo_o_um_
Part 1 and Part 2, the Political and Security Committee, the Article 36 Committee, the Special Committeeion
Agriculture (SCA), and the Article 133 Committee; . ,

appoint, where appropriate, national spokesnien at each level in each sector. . !

In order to coordinate’ every aspect of the organisation of meetings, the _u_omao:aw must also n_ozw:m:m

someone al the permanent representation as an oEo_.,__ responsible for the practical organisation of mee ngs

who will remain in regular contact with the Om:mB_ Secretariat n_ﬁv,:::w_#m responsible for nowo_);:m _oo_:m
and teams of inferpreters ' (see section 6 on ::o_ _:a::wv o , :

|
o
This person is m_:uoém_na to notify the General moo_os:i of the _u_nm_n_e:nv_ s _u:o::om _...z_o:_.:J. E:o_n

the :E:dn_ of _:oozsmm theotetically planned *.o_. a m:&: day oAnnmam ::n:u_mS:o: or Eno::m,_oo_d

8_59@. Depending on new ?._o_.:_nm. a :..mn::m no<o= :;ﬁ_,_::wa fora _osw :.:3 :5% u_wo have to be S__mn_

. - I
off at the last minute. oo ) :

ﬁ
,

' See also the "Delegates' Handbook", Part 111 of this Gomncil Guide. . . e : |
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This person must be able to negotiate
‘essential for him or her to have a genui
.?‘Cnmﬁ::.nm for organising meetings and
permanent representations, from the Gei
Conference Service. He or she is acting
‘As his or her role is essential for the sm

be relieved of other duties.

Should the need arise. this person can
documents requested for a given date
Production Departinents. He or she may

Coordination Department.

To enable the Council te operate effe
meetings. particularly of working partie
resist the temptation to provide meeting

ascerlaining whether the mezetings reques

“To ensure that the number of meeting
resources, the” Presidency draws up a

Secretariat.

Full use should be made of the potent
exchanges by electronic mail can somet
reccommendations of the Cede of Conduc,

Annex 2).

S. Travel expenses incurred by
Article | of the Decision of the Secreta
‘reimbursement of travel expenses of delg
‘delegates of Council members shall be ¢

as the travel actually took place to attend

- a meeting of the Council or one g

with working party chairpersons and, if need be. arbitrate. It is
re understanding of how the decision-making system works. of the
of the'respective roles of civil servants from the capitals. from the
eral Secretariat of the Council and from the Joint Interpreting and
n behalf of the chairperson of Coreper. and on his or her authority.

oth running of the Presidency, he or she should, as far as possible,

also play" a role in determining priorjties when the number of

exceeds the resources available in the Document Translation and

also be a uselul contact person for the General Secretariat's Central

tively, the Presidency must endeavour to restrict the number of
s and committees, to what is absolutely necessary and at any rate
rooms and teams of interpreters as a matter of course, without first

. -
ted are strictly necessary.

scheduled by the Presidency matches the Secretariat's available

cooperation plan with the relevant Directorate-General in the

al represented by new technologies. For instance, comments, and
mes help to reduce the amount of time spent in meetings (see the

t on working methods for an enlarged Council reproduced in

delegates of Council members
y-General High Representative of 19 September 2003 concerning

gates of Council members provides that travel expenses incurred by

harged to the general budget of the European Communities as long

fits v.dcu_.ﬁo_.w bodies;

"~
)

- another meeting in the framework of the activities of the Council as an institution: |

a State to the European Union, or of one of its dependent hodies: ’ _

any meeiing held avithin the framework-of the Treaties and which is considered to be _:2_:577

linked 1o the work of the Oo::r__ and aimed at giving major political impetus to the development of %m

Union. : S e o

|
. |
The list of meetings for which travel expenses may be reimbursed of not 'undei the above Decision is regulaily

. - . . . i
updated according to the Council's functions. : . : ;

The jrinciple of reimbursement of wavel expenses is applied-on the basis of a
! P pr

xed budget allocated to eath
Member State. The budget allocation enables each Council membier to decide on the extent of its

representation at meetings held at the Council's headquarters or elsewhere,

The text of this Decision is sel out in Annex 3 1o ::m section, e '

DG A S SR , o

6. Interpreting
In December 2003 Coreper defined a new approach to ::Q?.m::m 3 .ﬁ.:.uﬁ. 1o face the n:m:m:wmm posed by
the enlargement of the Union and the near doubling in the number of its languages. Whilst reiterating .12
full language interpreting will continue to be provided for meetings of the Council and the European Council
and will be entirely financed by the Council budget, in line with basic principles, it also sets out :m;.
arrangements for megtings at the preparatory level i in the Council ;:n_awa by officials-and civil nm_‘,m_:w
Thus, it provides that a maxinmum of twenty preparatory bodies should Enn_ with 20/20 ::m:uqn::u ::g:npa

entirely from the ﬁo::n: budget, and that for the other Em_SBSJ, bodies, interpretation will be _:.Em

in
|

more detail the medalities of this "on request” system {see Decision 5604 of 7 April 2004, Annex 5. as

available on request (see Annex 4). A decision of the Secretary-General/High Representative sels out

supplemented by Decision 85/05 of 23 June 2005. Annex 6. and amended by Decision 133/03 of 13 October

2005, Annex 7). - ’ , ;

. - - . . . . RS
a meeting of an intergovernmental conference with a view to revising the Treaties ot the accession iof

i
t
i




Particular attention should be paid to the|

transparency, Presidencics need (o enst

‘partics ahead of particular Council mecti
area level. Every effort therefore needs
month blocks at least two months in ad
”:a entite six months, in order lo [aci

interpreting made by delegations at the b

fact thal, for the syslem to work effectively and to allow maximum
e rigorous planning and programming of meetings of working
ngs. Meetings will need to be planned in cerlain cases down to sub-
0 be made lo programme meetings, fo the extent possible, in two-
ance. Ideally, Presidencies should make a provisional planning for
itate calculation of the estimates of the cost of the requests for

eginning of each six-month period.

25

., Chapter IIl — How the ﬁ_mﬁmmo.TE»E:m process works

—

The n_no_m_o: -making process oo_:_u:mom several stages from lhe examination of a proposal. within :6

Council until the final decision is taken. As regards co-decision, see the "Co- decision Guide", Part 1V oT_:m

Coimcil Guide. A number of special features relating to Titles V (CFSP) and VI C:\é TEU are dealt 2:_:5
Chapters V and VI. The E:o@ procedural mm_vona » and any consultation of the other institutions and coﬁ:om

of the Union held within the framework of :6 activities of the Council are n:mocmmna in the "Comments o:

- the Council's Rules om_u_oonasa_. Part 1 of this Cowncil Q:R\o

A list of Council worl _s:m parlies established by decision of Coreper is set out in Annex 8 to this part Amssox

1 of the SN doc _u_mo\omu The :mﬁ is regularly Eu%:om and is _E_u__m:nm by the Ooam_n_ Secretariat Q/:

19(3) CRP). C :

1. Working parties . :

Once the General mmo_.m::.mm,. of the Council has received a Commission propdsal **

'
{
)
i
i
!
P
]

in all its _msm_.jma

versions, the relevant ,<o:c=m party is convened 8 examine it on the instructions of Coreper (or the m0> 2

for most agricultural questions) as follows: .

with the an_n_w:o% s agreement, :.n General Secretariat infor ms the _:a:&o_m of the working _5:.

1
in principle, at least one week coﬁo_o the meeting - of the oo_:d:_:w of the :62:& (and advising theml o

" the agenda);

|
i

the choice of meeting date must take into account the availability o?.:aa::m rooms and inter _:o::m_

of

facilities * as well as likely dates for n__mn:mm_o: in Coreper or the SCA . In view of the time which :E&

elapse between the referral to Oc_muo_ and examination by the Council (see below: two or three zoo_ay : is

preferable for the last working party discussion to ca held three to four wecks before the Council an::m at

which the issue'is to be examined;

* The reference here is essentially to the procedures laid down in Articles 251 and 252 TEC and those peculiar to the budget, !
international agreements and Titles V (CFSP) and VI (JHA). TEU.
' For no_:::_.:Q matlers, pri o_uowa_m come mostly from the Commission although under no:.== provisions 92_5 Treaty the .mﬁ,m
and the Cowt of Justice may submit draft legisiation for adoption by the Council. For Titles V and V1 TEU, the inilialive may;
; come from the Member States or the Commission. : _
2 The SCA (Speciat Committee on Agriculture) was set up in 1960, . !
“ As regards meeting rooms and inlerpreting facilities, see also the "Delegales’ :u:ncoor.. Pact 111 o?r.m Council Guide. !

reporls are available before the Coreper meclings at which they are ta be ined,

Atticle 21 CRP states that the Presidency shall’organise the meetiiigs of the various committees and- working parties so th.
and unless

otherwise, the Presidency shall postpone 1o a m:_..n«a:c:_ Corepe
working party has not completed its discussions al Jeast five w

26

|
]
_

at :_m__‘
of urgency _na_:_n
ecting any legistative ilems on which the committee or
g days prior to Coreper's meeting.




- the documents (Commission p
”ﬁ_m_wwﬁmo:m at least one week before the ¢
The Presidenty. with the assistance of
working ‘party meetings. It is helpful, w
‘the Presidency and the relevant Secretari
invited to attend w here the subject so wa
Relations between the chairperson and t
”mm in erder to avoid both blatant collusiq
of discussions. In some instances. if no
to assume both roles. Should he 'she find

possible - the chairpersen should make i

-The working party follows similar rules
opportunity for natienal delegates to cos
difficulties occasioned by the proposal.

horizontal or institutional in nature and ¢

The working party generally carrics o
eports to Coreper only when it consi

ions which could have been resohve

ques

As far as the results are concernsd, wh
“level, no final decisiop is possible sinc
chairperson can held an informal poll o
conclusions m:._:_:u:mmzm the content o
" possible. those raising _uc::nm: or hori
requiring further examination. Dependi
: n,o_,ncm._,.. or else decide te held a further
,,_E::.m. need to be resolved before refe
submitted to Coreper when there is a
achieved at that level. m,o:,.m”,mo,_v,., files
event only with the remit to tackle preci

on working methods).

¥ See the "Delegates’ Handbook™. Part 111 of th

roposal or outcome of working party proceedings) must reach

ate of the meeting =,

the General Secretariat of the Council, prepares the agendas for
hen organising proceedings, 1o set up an advance meeting between
at officials tbriefing) which the Conumission representative may be

[Tants.

e national spokesman need to be clarified before the meeting. This

n and contradictory situations which would conpromise the clarity

spokesman is appointed, the chairperson may have no alternative but

him/herself in such a situation — which should be avoided wherever

clear. when speaking, which hat hesshe is wearing.

bl procedure to the Council and Coreper. It is intended to provide an
pare and contrast their respective positions in order to iron out the
mder discussion in so far as those difficulties are not substantive.

hus warrant discussion by Coreper.
(

it a thorough examination of the proposal. article by article. and
lers. that the dossier has been scrutinised sufficientdy and all the

dat its level have been.

le it is possible to compare delegations’ positions at working party

c no formal vote can be taken. To get an indication. however. the

 the n:mn:um_o:m and :n::a the points on ;_:a: agreement seems
contal questions to be ,m_.m_qmﬁ_ to Coreper, .,:i perhaps also those

12 on the conclusions, the chairperson can either refer matters 10
meeting of.the working E:AQ to iron out those issues which, by their
ral to Coreper. He/she shall ensure in any case that a file is only
reasonable prospect of progress or clarification of positions vm:.ﬁ
hould only be referred downwards again when necessary, and in'any

se. well-defined problems (see points | 10 3 of Aunex 1V 10 the CRP

s Cotncil Guide., Chapter 1, Section'4

delegations’ positions. At the end of the meeting, he will then draw’

- nreeting of the working party (see the abovementioned Annex IV to the CRP on working methods). o

“with the General Secretariat's logistical capacity.

To increase efficiency and minimise the number of mectings. it is necessary 1o use time henveen meetin

P
1
.
gs:
|
aw

Thus. the chairman, with the aid of the Secretiriat, can endeavour to clarify any E:ms_a_:m ssues and dray

up a solution through bilateral and multilaieral exchanges with delegations and the Commission. He can ,:”mo

conduct written consultations by requesting delegations to react in written form to a proposal before the _Eﬁ

i

!

2, The General Secretariat * ) : . : - : !
. : |

. . 1

The General Secretariat of the Council drafis. on its own responsibility Ea as quickly as possible, a repe

e

on a dossier in a working party as.a basis for the next stage

e of work, The _‘o:: of such :w_.o:n is .:_\__:2;5

the needs of the relevant working party.

A minimum of two weeks is required 1o make a document of about 10 pages available inall languages. 2::

“amount of time may not alw ays reflect the urgency of the matier and can. in nznmz:o:i circumstances, ,Um

shoriened provided that the time alldwed remains compatible with proper preparation of the dossiers u“:a
H . i

given the constaitly

rising number of documents for
translation. It is customary to send out notice ﬂ.%‘_:mo::mw and 5_02_.:6:5 simultaneously (eight days!in,

advance) ¥, The minimum _Jm:oa of two weeks required Tor translation means that the last reading by the

working party must allow the Secretariat enough time to prepare the report before the beginning of the pet cg

:mmp_ma for.translation. Should this period need 1o be u_,c:o:Z_ the uvno::m minimum requirement is that :,n

vm?_n Q:n.j: meets, thus enabling {he

wor _,_:c party

's last reading m:o:E take place five :c:::n days

Secretariat to preparg both the report and the note to the chairman of ¢ oreper in good time —vi.c_w the m_:_mi

the week preceding Coreper's meeting. N : . '

O:nm a working party chairperson thinks that a matter should be :F_:ar; on the agenda for Coreper. he st
:o:a. the Pre uam:av coordinator. as well as the Presidency _m_zmmm_:.:Zwm on the Antici’Mertens 03:_;

who will make the necessary contacts with the Directorate for General Palicy Questions of the Cm:ms_

Secretariat in order to have the :.n_ﬂ placed on the preliminary draft agenda for the m_._.‘_.om:munn n:o_a_,l.a_., !

. ! !
meeting. . B - :

ES

See alse the "Delegares’ Handbook™. Pait HI of thes € owencil ¢uide, Chapra 1 . . | |
The Presidency may, if it thinks it nzcessary. comvene the working pauty at shoiter netice. particulanly meorder to inform it ah
practical arrangements tor further work. . .




3. .Q:.m_:w_.

“Article 207 TEC stipulates (hat "a com
States shall be responsible for preparing
by the Council”. This horizontal task
Agriculture and Fishieries Council, for w
watters relaling to agriculture **) and fi
including the CFSP and JHA. Article 19
which are lo “ensure consistency of t

principles and rules are observed:

(@) the principles of legality, subsidi

(b) riiles establishing the powers of
(c) budgerary provisions;

(d) riiles on procedure, transparenc;
Arlicle 19(2) CRP ? states that all item
by Coreper, unless otherwise decided
unanimously).

Coreper is divided into two-parls:

- Carepér Tart 1 (Coreper 1), co

Znn__.nmn_mvﬁ as a rule, bul often also on

- Coreper Part 2 (Coreper 11), cq

Wednesdays or Thursdays.

Velerinary and zootechuical harmonisation, a
legislation. onally go through Coreper.
Without prejudice to the role of the E

miltee consisting of the permanent representatives of the Member

the work of the Council and for carrying out the tasks m.mmmm:na toit

applies to the Council in all its configurations (except for the
hich preparations are traditionally carried out by the SCA for most
or all areas falling within the sphere of competence of the Union
1) CRP lists more precisely what are the horizontal tasks of Coreper

e Union's policies and actions and see 1o it that the Sollowing

wity, proportionality and providing reasons for acts;

Union institutions and bodies: -

y and the Q:«,_\S. of drafting.”

om the agenda for a Council meeting shall be examined in advance

by Coreper (by simple majority) or by the Council (voting

mposed of the deputy permanent representatives, which eets on

Fridays:

mposed of the permanent representatives, which usually meets on

s well as the hanmonisation of plant health, animal feedingstufl and plant and seed

decisions of the Council which concem it.

c and Fi ial C i as deternined in Article 114(2) TEC and the existing

. , :
The allocation of tasks decided by Coréper itself is as folows: : :

|
|

. Coreper I :Z:E:o_s_ matters, _:av»_._:o: of Council Eno::mm in the following oozﬁm:_m:o:w
General Affairs and External Relations — Economic and Financial Affairs - and Justice and Home Affairs; .
. i . |

Oo_ocn_ I preparation of Council meelings in the following configurations: Employment, moow.:

wo:our Health and Corisumer Affairs — Competitiveness (Internal Market, Industry and wamoe‘n_onl

Transport, Telecommunications and Energy — Agriculture and Fishieries — Environment — Education, Youjth
and Culture. ) : .

(a) The provisional agenda

The provisional agenda is finalised by each Coreper chairperson the week before the meeting *

The Coreper mmmsmm is divided into two parts:

Part I contains items on which agreement has been reached within the working party and which may

therefore be approved by Coreper without discussion, unless a delegation is opposed, in which case the itém

. is withdrawn from the agenda or entered in Part I1; . . .,

Part IT coritains ilems requiring substantive examination by Coreper, and "Other business” items

entered at the request of thie 1..230:8\., a delegation or the Commission. "Other business” items will g

:mo to a no_::.:_z_aa:o: from those"requesting them, but cannot culminate in a decision. Since it _umo‘::n

vOmm_Eo for Oo_o_voq to adopt procedural decisions (Article 207(1) TEC and Article 19(7) CRP), such :o":m

have cao: marked on Coreper agendas with an asterisk in order lo notify delegations that a _u_.onma:“_.m_

decision is to be taken. :

An item can be included on the agenda with the indication "Possibly"

so that the Presidency can wi thdrawlor

retain the item at very short notice. It is, however, advisable:to make only limited use of this procedulre,

which makes planning and the work of delegations more difficult. !

.Article 21 CRP specifies how much time lo allow for __6 ms_v_:_mw_o: .::_ _:n_:ﬂos ol items on ﬂo_ano_

|
agendas . To ensure the smoolh no:n_:ﬁ of proceedings and sound :S:mmw_jm_: of Ew General woo_oS:.: it

is essential that Eomo ?osm_o:m are _mm_uon.oa :

» Preferably before noon on Friday to aveid cr eating overtime for services o:__a General mmn_ms:.: (translators, Secretarial
Departments, reproduction services, efc.). | . |
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Too many derogations ‘lzad 1o the creation of overtime which, with a little discipline. could easily be

,
avoided. This applies to agendas for Coteper which are often circulated too late. Given the whole host of*

services invelved in the production ¢f such decuments (Directorate for General Policy Questions.

-where absolutely justified by exceptional|circumstances.

.ﬁ..o_‘r.m:m from the provisicnal agenda,

Coordination, Translation Divisions, Sedretarial Departments. Reproduction and Circulation Departments)
and the fact that each of these services is dependent upon the previous link in the chain, the total cost of

overtime standbys. which may at first glance appear trivial. is not insignificant.

The General Secretariat (Directorate for| General Policy Questions) has accordingly been instructed, apart
from exceptional circumstances. to acceqfl items for inclusion on Coreper agendas only up uptil noon on the
Friday preceding the meeting.

Lastly. if ane or more delegations so request, and Coreper agrees unanimously. a new itemi may be added

when the final agenda is adopted at the|start of the meeting. Use should be made of this possibility only

(b) Preparation for Coreper

e General Secretariat drafts for the aw_n.m.m:wm short notes on the
items-in Part [ or reports summarising the progress

in Pait 1L, For

s of discussions (possibly with an annotated text) for items
each item on the agenda. it'also drafts a briefing note addressed only 1o the Presidency (Brief
for the Chair of Corepery informing .him or her of the procedure to follow and of any supplementary

information which might help discussions to progress. Briefs for the Chair are exclusively reserved for the

‘Presidency and are never circulated to the other delegations or outside.

The dossier should be available te the Presidency the day belore the meeting at the latest.

Where it is appropriate. the Presidency can even take the lipe of making a specific contribution itself.

generally in ‘the form of a compromise, to get work moving. Such contributions are drafted by the

Presidency, assisted by the General Secretariat of the Council. usually in conjunction with the Commission.

A preparatory meeting (briefing).is held before the Coreper meeting, attended by the Coreper chairperson,

“together with the coordinator. officials of the General Secretariat of the Council dealing with the matters on

‘the agenda, and a representative of tlie llegal Service. Coreper (Part 2) briefings are usually attended by the

Deputy Secretary-General. and by the Lagal Counsel 1o the Council (Director-General of the Legal Service).

|

i

_

._;:m Antici Group. set :c in _o\u prepares the work of Coreper (Part 2). It is nc_:_,oﬁw; of :.m immedia a_
. i
assistants to the permanent representatives and a Commission representative, under the !
. |

chainmanship of the Presidency’s Antici representative. Meetings of the group are also attended by :v

representative of the GSC (Directorate for General Policy Questions) and the assistant to the U__m::_.

General of the Legal Service. The group is responsible for examining Coreper agendas and deciding on :E

organisation of the proceedings, particularly the order in which agenda items will be discussed. More
generally. it aims to lighten as much as passible the work load of Coreper (see Annex I\ to CRP on working

methods for an enlarged Council, points. (4) and (3)).The meeting is also the time when delegations inform

one another of their respective positions and state what items they want entered under "Other business”. :a

group reviews the minutes of meetings held by _:o/m Council po::m:_ﬁ_o:m set up by Coreper (Part. i
before items are submitted as I'A items to ﬂo_ocm_ and then .:m Council. The >=:r_ O.Ei may also cm

_:n::n:& by Coreper to deal with certain :3:0:5_ or ?::r:_m:_ sénsitive dossiers on an ad hoe basis.

The Mertens Group, :._:o: was set up in 1993, ﬂm:o::ﬁ more or less the same function for Coreper (Part :

It also deals with the authorisations to hold Council or w c:c:o party meetings outside the Council's seat, -

It may also be noted that Coreper n_‘nmﬁa in 2003 the Nicolaidis Group, which- assists with the o_cms_mm:c:

of PSC meetings. ¢.g. by going ::o:i_ the provisional \_an:%w i advance. fixing _:n order in which :.w

. - s . . . N . i
items for discussion would be taken and dealing if necessary with practical arrangements for the meeting.

(c) Conduct of meetings

sequence items will finally be discussed. :
The chairperson then calls upon Coreper to approve the items entered in Part T of it§’agenda. Such approval

may occasion reservaiions and statements. but no discussion of substance can take place

|
t
)
i
|
l}
|

. i

The Presidency takes any decisions an the conduct of the meeting (see "Comments on the. Council’s Rules jof
P B
Procedure™. Part 11 of this Council Guide). . : ;

Coreper's discussions follow a similar pattern to those in the Council (see below) except that in principle inv.

. . .. . L . . <
cannot culminate in any final decision (except in the case of procedural decisions assigned to Coreper by
)

Article 19¢7) CRPy. - N . - ”

L)
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As a rule, Coreper avoids long drafting
further work (o proceed. the Presidency
asked to redraft the text. or Coreper may

with Coreper proceedings.

() The outcome

At the close of discussions, the chairpers

- - note Coreper's agreement on the

"A" item for a forthcoming Council meet

- or note agreement on a number

.olher aspects that need discussion at Cg

they be entered as Council "B” items;

- or note that some matlers nced fi

thus re-enter the item on the agenda for a

- or, finally, ask the relevant work

:the Coreper meeting.

Following the Coreper proceedings, tl

progress (o assist [urther discussion at C

-reached at Coreper level, the General Se:

adoplion.by the Council, together with ar

“The General Secretariat draws up minu

proceedings” (or "compte-rendu sommai

Deadlines for sending documents to the|
which the documents have been sent to

the dale on which the provisional agend

“the beginning of the meeting. and, prefer

excrcises. Where it appears that improved wording is required for’
aided by the General Secrctariat and the Legal Service, may be

request a working party to meet as a malter of urgency in parallel

n of Coreper may:

item under discussion and therefore m:mmeﬂ :._.: it be entered as an

ing;

ol points, as well as substantive differences of views remaining on

uncil level to be resolved. In such circumistances, he suggests that

wther study by Coreper before being forwarded to the Council, and
future meeting;

ng party to sort oul the technical difficulties which have emerged at

¢ General Secrelariat of the Council issues a note summarising
ouncil level, as well as a note to the Presidency. If full agreement is
relariat issues an "A" item note listing the veferences ‘o::m texts for
y statements there may be.

tes of Coreper meetings which are called "summary record of the
re” in French, known as ..Qﬂ.m__v.

Council: Article 3(4) CRP stipulates that "only ilems in respéct of

the members of the Council and to the Commission at the latest by

1 is sent may be placed on that agenda", i.e., at least 14 days before

ably, 21 days ii the case of JHA _:am:.:mmu_.

33
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4 . The Council '

In-line with the timetable presented seven months before the vnm_::_:m of the six months of the Pr am_ma:Q

(see above, QS_:Q 5 the Council meets "when convened by its President on his own initiative or at Ea

request of one of its :.a_:cn_.m or of the Commiission" (Article 1(1) O_dd.

Member State at ::E,zm:i \SS\ s:SS ised 10 commit
the government of that Member State" (Article 203 TEC) 7

The Council consists of "a representative of each

_
_
. _
. . :
. '

The Commission is invited to take part in meetings, although the Council may decide by simple majority ito

. - . i
n French, this is seldom the case, but

can occur, for instance, if the Council — or one of iis bodies — is discussing an« i
N ,

deliberate with the Commission not present (called "en cadre internc" i

appointment or a legal case between it and the Commission — see Article 5(2) CRP). The President

35
members of the Commission

mmio:._mo::oOo::o__E.Z vo Jono::um:_oa c%om._n_m_ws.__cdm_m” :55
(Atticle 5(3) CRP). |

H;n:Oo::o__oo_:‘m:_\:_o: Ennssm_m o_s:ma 5_:ma.vc_o_u:.:m::_:ﬁﬂ c::w ?_m_,:_uw_ m::@ :oE_sm ro
Presidency. _
1

Should it prove impossible for the Member State holding the Presidency to provide a President for _rm

Oo::o__ that place is filled 8::63::, by the Member State next in line to hold the Presidency. ,

The Council meets in different conligurations ao_um_:::m on the subjects for discussion. Annex 11 to this 1.:_

sets ou the list of these configirations as.shown in Annex I (o the CRP.

N

: : . |
The General Affairs and External Refations Council has a liorizontal responsibility for overseeing genetal

policy coordination. It is also responsible for the preparatory work for European Council meetings :._:_o:

includes %.M:S:m up .an annotated draft agenda at least four weeks in advance and holding a final ?ESS_QQ

meeting on the éve of the Eur opean Council meeting (Article 2(2) and Dv OEJ Q "
|
m

The frequency of Council _:mo::mm varies :_:: the no:ﬁm:_.:_o: H:o On:a_i >:,u=m and External

Relations, Ecofin and Agricullure and Fisheries Oo::a__m meet every _:o:_:.

I See Article 3(1) CRP and statement (a) conceming this provision in footnote 1 to this Article.
n

< ]
* Certain clauses of the Treaty provide for the Council meeling at the level of Heads of State or Government, !
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{ua) The agenda

The President draws up the provisional a
14 days belore each meeting. For the J
days

To allow national parliaments to expre:
them, the U_.o—cno._ on the role of nationa
[Treaty of Amsterdam, estahlished a mec]
mnational parliaments have had time to ex
place a legislative proposal or initiative
legislative act. or on a common position
‘between the submission of the proposal
appears in Article 3(3) of the CRP. The

for reasons of urgency.
It is mandatory to enter an item on the j
least 16 days before the Council meetin

deadline has passed. unanimeus agreeme

The provisional agenda is distributed to

meeting). ltems on which a vete may be

.agenda also makes a distinction beiween

The General Sccretariat of the Council

the report(s) for all delegations. In the s
sets out the latest information which the
main substantive. legal. procedural an
discussions. Briefing notes to the Preside

never circulated to the other delegations

Like the agenda for Cereper, the Counci

- "A" items, which the Council ma

genda for each meeiing on the basis of the material available at least

istice and flome Affairs Council, the time limit is in principle 21

s their views on questions that might have particular interest for
parliaments in the European Union. annexed to the Tréaties by the
anism preventing the Council frony adopting a legislative act before
mine the text. Point 3 of the protocol provides that the Council may
on its provisional agenda for decision (on the final adoption of a
nder the co-decision procedure) only when mw.m.:..mmr.m haveé elapsed
or. initiative and the Council's decision 1o adopt it. That rule also

ouncil. acting unanimously, may derogate from the six-week period

rovisional agenda il a delegation or the Commission so requests at
g and if the documents are available. On the other hand. once that

ntis required for the inclusion of any further item.

Coreper by the Presidency (usually three weeks before the Council
taken are asterisked. It is important that. as far as possible. the
items down for negotiation and those for decision.
vafts a briefing note to the President of the Council supplementing
me way as the brief to the Chair of Coreper (see above). this note
General Secretariat has on the state of the dossier, and outlines the
tactical points which will assist the Presidency in conducting
nt of the Council are exclusively reserved for the Presidency and are

routside
's agenda is divided into two parts: ) -

v adopt without any discussion.

"circumstances, to accept "A” items for inclusion on Council agendas only up until noon on the day preceding

However. a member of the Cauncil may alwans request the withdraval of one of these_items on’ the actufal

day ol the Council meeting (ihe item then being held over until a forthcoming Council. or kepi on the agenila

provided for by Article 3 CRP ),

Delegations may. additionally. enter statements in the Council minutes when

. . ) i
" items. these are the items which the Council w

I discuss. “
i
|
The agenda may also include "Other business” :n_:m whichi nmay be placed on :E prov Zc:m: agenda at the
request of a delegation without any advance notice but may occasion neither a discussion nor a %Qm_cs 5.
the Council. However. any Ro:mﬂ for the inclusion of an "Other business” item must in ?_:n:.._n cm

accompanied by an explanatol

|
]
The CRP lay down specific rules on how much time to allow for the submission and inclusion of items bn

!

Council agendas (Article 3). To ensure the smooth conduct of proceedings and sound management of the

document by the am_mo.,:c: submitting the requiest T/:_Ln 3(9) CRP).

General Secretariat. sysiematic application of those rules is required. * a h ’ .
i

Too many derogations lead to the creation of overtime which. with a littie discipline, nc:E easily vm

avoided. This applies 10 "A™ items for-the Council which arc often relcased too late. Given the whole host 2.

services involved in the s_.am:n:o_., of such Uocuments (Direciorate for General” Policy Questi M:m
ﬂoo:::m:o: Translation Divisions. Secretarial Departments. Reproduction and Circulation anu_.::m_:m;
and the fact that each of these services is dependent upon the previous link in-the chain. the total cost ,wi,
overtime standbys. which may at first glance u_inm_. trivial, is not :Z?_::nm:_ ;

The Directorate for General Policy Questions :m; accordingly been _:n::n:w; ‘__5: from in exce _:_c:m_
|

the. meeting. Any request for inclusion received by the Meetings Department after that deadline whill.
|

automatically be deferred until the Council's next meeting. . '

) Prepararions

A preparatory meeting (briefing) is chaired by the President before each Council meeting. It s typically _EZ

the day before the Council, but may immediately ?mnm% it Depending on the Council configuration. 5

briefing is attended by the cm:?,_:m_: _nc_?o_:m_:m or his deputy, and c< the Secretarv-General :_c:

g




Representative, the Deputy Secrctary-G

Secretariat concerned. as well as by the |

{c) Access to the Council meetin

. Access to (he Council meeting room is

“minister and permanent representative o

discussions in a listening room, unless d

The Presidency is at liberly to adjust

degree of technicality or of political s

ministers plus one person, ministers only

the Legal Service are always present.

(d) The Council proceedings

In the interesls of concision and lower

- proceedings continuing beyond 21:00.

As regards conduct of business, the Pres

- lake note of "Other business" ite

- adopt the agenda;

fe adopt the "A" items, taking a

- normally adopted "en bloc". If an ilem

which is Tikely to give rise to a discuss

agenda or left on the agenda on the basi

C - discuss'the "B" items.

Access (o Council meetings
Part 111 of this Council Grice, Chapter 1.
Cowncil members swho make a statement may
“lMublication of votes™.

subject lo prod

eneral or the Director-General of the department of the General

cgal adviser or a representative of the Legal Service.

g room

open™ to a maximum of five people per delegation, including the
his depuly. Other members of delegations can follow the Oopr_,‘om_.m

cided olherwise.

he composition of delegations around the table depending on the
ensilivity ol the matter discussed (meetings in restricted session,

, etc.). Whatever the case, the General Secretariat of the.Council and

costs for the Council, the Presidency must endeavour to avoid

dency proceeds in turn to:

ms and any requests for changes to Lhe agenda;

ccount of any stalements™ or reservations. These "A" items are
s he subject of a statement 5 one or more members of the Council
o: or a request for withdrawal, it can either be withdrawn from the

of a simple majority vote (see above);

uction of a pass (see Article 5(3) and (4) CRP). See the “Delegates’ Handbool

request that it appear in the Council minutes. See Chapter I11, Section 4(g),

. . : : i
Discussions may be of several types: !

. : i
— . Discussions 2:: a view to a decision, when negoliations may be initiated to overcome the final

obstacles to an agreement (agreement on a legislative text, a resolulion, a statement, negotiating a__mn:,.am,

R
ete.). By and large, agreement is recorded on the substance of a _am_m_i: e act :uo::nu_ agreement), but __.H, is

not .Eo_:mm m_=oo this is done- subsequently when il becomes an "A" item (after the requisite alignment

|
i
the texts in all the official EU _,_:m:mmnm by the Oo::o: s. _om)__\__:w:_m:o experts). ;

)
Policy debates, which give members of Council a n:m:oa lo express their general positions on .an-
issue without really embarking on :6 :omo:m:o: of a lext; in such a_mo:mw_o:m it is customary

for mmo:
delegation (o take the floor only once on the m=_um3=nn of the issue

and to limit En amount of speaking E.:o
(to three or four minutes); moreover, the time- oosm:_:_zm practice of tours m.m table shall be pr 32.&&_ in

principle. As far as the conduct of the proceedings is no:on_:an_ the ?omao:ov. may ask members of :a

Council to ggsmm it beforehand in writing of any reser vations, suggestions msa where sv_u__o.&_m g_._:_zm
changes (hey would like made (o the text. . "

As was agreed in :6 working methods for an enlarged Council (Annex 1 to OEJ no items are to be ujoog
on the Council agenda simply for presentation by tlie Commission or

Council members, except wher .o
;
debale is foreseen on new major initiatives.

The Presidency may, where it deems fit, particularly ‘in the event of a long-standing stalemate, draw

:1 a
compromise on-a specific aspect or on a whole text. It may h

appen that such a compromise is also _u_mmm:_&

as part of a package deal covering several texts ::mw_ discussion. Such ao::u_o::mmm may also be Ec_on_ in
Coreper or in the working party. '

e , . . - . . {
In “addition to the 25 Oo::o__ members, the members of the Commission, the mmo_.o.m_%.oo:o;_::m:

Representative, and %m representative of the Council hami Service may take the :oQ in the Council. O:S_

persons, such as EU Special Fm_u_mwmim:cam or the O_S:W of special committees, may be :2:2_ 5 Eo
President to address the Council.

After the discussion, the President draws- the ooso_:m_o:m é_:n: ‘may be. _nz:oma to

mmﬂon_.:m_: referral back or a vote:

in the event of 2 agr eement (either unanimous or c< the majority required under the .ﬂ«w»a& :6 tes

deemed to be approved ("political agreement"), i.:o:m: it may still have to appear as an

subsequent Council meeting for adoption after legal/linguistic alignment; : '

]
i
|
Rl
|
|
i
I




- in the cvent of a reforral. it is
procedure for subsequent proceedings, ot
solutions to which delegations are asked t

- in the cvent of a vete. the followir

(e) Voting

As mentioned earlier. veting on a legislat

weeks have elapsed between the presentat

for a decision. The purpose of the six-week

3(3) of the CRP. See also under section 4(a

The rules for voting in the Ceuncil are set

comments on the CRP, Part Il of this Coun!
The different kinds of vote are:

- simple majotity voting: althoug!
*

applies only in limited instances . e.g.

where no alternative voting arrangemen

customary for the President 1o give some indications as to the
tining the main points under discussion and stressing the potential
0 give further consideration;

g rules apply.

ve act may not take place, except on grounds of urgency. unless six
on of the proposal or draft act and its inclusion on a Council agenda
period is to enable national parliaments to examine the text (Article

) "The agenda” above).

out in Article 205 TEC and explained in Articles 11 and 12 CRP. The

cil Guide. explain the vating rules in the light of various procedures.

1 this is presented as the norm in Article 205(1) TEC, in.fact it
for procedural decisions (under Articles 23(3) and u.:»_v TEU) and

s are provided for in the applicable legal basis. Under the simple

majoritv voting rule. the Council adovts decisions by a maiority of its members. i.e. if thirtcen members cast

votes in favour;

- Qualified majority voting is gove

qualified majority the following condition

(a) 232 votes must’ be cast in fa

Germany, France, ltaly and United Kingd

‘Spain and Poland:

Netherlands: ..........

Belgium, Greece. Hungary. Portugal and

Austria and Sweden: ...

35

For example,
information
Out of a total of 321 veres. 90 v or2s are theref

icle 207 TEC en 2

13t

med by Article 205(2) and (4) TEC. For an act to be adopted by a
s must be met:
our of the Council act based on the following weightings:
rreeeeree 29 vOLES
27 votes
13 votes
.. 12 votes
X wee 10 volES
the Rules of Procedure; Article 284 TEC on the Commission's right to collect
,
ore requirzd for a blecking minority
39

+ - Mala:

Under unanimous 1 oting. an abstention does not prevent a decision from being taken (Article 203(3) TEC).

Denmark. Finland. Ireland. Lithuania and Slovak Repubhe:

Cyprus, Estonia. Latvia, Luxembourg and Slovenia:

by the 232 voies must be:

. S .
- votes in favour cast by a majoriiy (i.c. thirteen). of the metibers of the Council'in the case of

. : —~ ) f
adopted on a proposal from the Commission: . :

. i
- i
- - C - _

- - votes in. favour cast by at least two- thirds (i.e. seventeen) of the members of the Council in other

cases (i.e. when the Council does not act on a Commission proposal).”

(c) A member of the ﬁc::n: may _.nc:mm. verification that the Member States constituting the a:m::ﬁ_
majority represent at least 62% of the total _5_,:5::: of the Union. The Council Decision of 11 Gr_:_..:._
2004 amending the Council's Rules of Procedure (O L 319, 20.10.2004. p. 15) lavs down the rules E_.

;
. : . . . |
calculating the population figures for the Member States.of the Union. - i

Under the qualified _:aoﬁ:w\ voting system. an abstention therefore couts as a vole against.

Unanimous Voting is required under the TEC for fields which the Treaty drafiers have considered sensitivle.

Generally speaking. ::m:::_Q is necessary »,2 the Council to be able to depart from a nc:::_nm_o: _:o_uom;_; _

is also the rule in the case of jaint actions or commion positions adopted by the Council under the CFSP, except
"y

for the implementation of a common strategy adopted by the European. Council, a decision implementing a jo _:

action or common com_:o: ora an:n_oz to appoint special _2.._29:._:,5 (Article 23(2) TEU). Unanimity is mTo

required for the a aoc:o: of conumon positionis. framework. decisions, decisions and conventions under ::/

“except for decisions implementing or applying JHA decisions and conventions (Article 3d(2)(c) and (d) TEU)'] !

As E.mm:.mm voting procedure, Article 11 CRP provides that:”

18

But net from a “recommendation” {5¢e¢ sanoeus Amcles on Econonne 2nd Mengtany Uion (EMUD and Aracle 30001 TECY,
Sze also Chapter \ L. Section 3 - |

1




-TEC);

Under Atticie 12 CRP. acts of the Coun

calso give ils agreement where the writte)

" In the CFSP context, the Council may, or

“period laid down by the Presidency dep

- members

- the Council voics on the initiative of its President. The Presiderit is also required to open a voling
procedure on the initiative of a member

0f the Council or of the Commission, provided that a majority of the
Council's members agrees (simple major ity);

of the Council vole (in} principle) in the order of the Member States laid down pursuant to

Article 203 .:.mOu beginning with the menyber who follows the member holding the office of President;

- any.member of the Council mayl also act on behalf of not more than one other member (Article 206

- the presence of he majority of the members of the Council entitled to vote is required to enable the

Council to vote (quorum, i.e. the presence of a minimum of 13 Council members or fewer if one or more

members of :6 Council may not legally participate in the vole — case of "opling out", see Article 11(4),

Article 16 and Annex 1 CRP);*™

- when the vole is taken, the President, assisted by the General Sccretariat, checks (hat there is a quorum.

] Iritten procedure

cil on an urgent matter may be adopled by a wrilten vote where the’

Council or Coreper decides unanimously|to use that procedure. In special circumslances the President may also

propose the use of that procedure subject o the agreement of all members of the Council. The Commission must

n vole is on a matter which the Commission has brought before the
Council. .

the initiative of the Presidency, act by means of the simplified written
procedure (COREU). n that case the prdposal is deemed 1o be adopted al the end of that procedure, within the

ending on the urgency of the matter, except where a member of the

Council objects (Atticle 12(4) CRP).

The General Secretariat establishes that written procedures have been completed. ) ’

Article 203 TEC.

" See definition of member of the Council

the request of one of their members js required; -

¢

(2)

Publication of votes

Pursuant to Article 207(3) TEC, the results and explanations of voles, as well as statements entered in the

|
iminutes, are made c_.__u__n in accordance with the terms of >_ ticle 9 CRP. A distinction can be drawn vn?‘mo:
automatic E_E_S:o: and ?_E.ow:os requiring a vote. . !

[

i) Automatic publication (Article 9(1) CRP) o ;

The following are made public automatically (http://ue.ew.int, Documents, Access to Oo::ﬂ_ documents,

Summary of Council acts):

the resulls and explanations of votes by members of (he Council, as well as mS_m_sm_:m in the Courlc

minutes and items in those minules _m_._:zm to the adoption of _am_m_.::& acts, w!

il

.
)
{
i
i
o
M 1
;
tic
i
:E.m the Council acts _i
- . [
legislative capacity within the meaning o_, Arlicle 7 CRP; m

- the results and explanations of voles, as well as statements in the minules and items in those :::Emm

relating to the adoption of common position, in m_:u:o.:_o: of the Articles on the co-decision A:g

cooperalion procedures; . ’ . . “
the results of votes and explanatiéis of votes by members of the Council or their qotﬂamm_z.:znm_o:

the-Conciliation Committee (cordecision), as well as ﬂ‘:m:ﬂa:_m in the Council minutes and items in __Emo

minutes _o_m:_._m to the Conciliation Commiltee meeting; . _

_
are made availiable on the web site o::m Oo::n._ (http:/fue:eu. ::

Documents, Access to Council documents, Summary of Council acls);

- the _Ec:o voles on todesision acts

- the results of votes and explanations of votes

minutes relating lo the ow.\&:m_::n:_ by the Council of'a convention on the basis of Title V1 (JHA) ._.mc.

i
|
|

, as well as statemeils in the minutes and :o_:m in those
:
{
|

i) Publication decided on by the Council or Coreper (Article 9(2) CRP)

resulis of votes are made public vw a unanimous Council or 0935_ moEm,o: taken at the _B:mm; of

one of their members when the Council acts pursuant to' Title \Y% AOﬁmvv TEU or

adopts a common _uomEc:
as defined by Title VI (JHA) TEU. In other cases, a Council or

|
Coreper %nmmmo: taken by a simple _:ae.:uw at

otes are also made public at the request of

|
be published with due regard for the OEU

legal certainty and the interests of the Council. The Council's inter ests are a matter for the Legal Service; |

When results of votes are made public, explanations of v

the Council members concemed. Explanations of voles may only
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- statements entered in the Counci
acts referred to in the first and second in
simple majority at the request of ene of 1l

Votes are not made public in the case of

acts.
(h) The ontcome of Council meeti
Formal adoption of a text

This follows on from finalisation of the

‘experts.

The texts of acts adopted jointly by the Eu
procedure are signed by the President of
place at a joint Ewropean Parliament and
.Ezr or in the margins of a plenary session
Atticle 15 CRP provides that such act|
Secretary-General or by the Deputy S
Directors-General of the General Sccretari:

Publication in the Official Journal

Acts adopted by the Parliament and the C

official languages of the Union (for details
The minutes

The outcome of Council meetings is recor
of each mecting. Article 13 CRP specifig
Council, decisions taken or conclusions re

of the Council or the Conmission whose ¢

minutes and items in those minutes relating to the adoption of the

lents are also made public by Council or Coreper decision taken by

eir members.

liscussions leading 1o indicative votes or the adoption of preparatory

185

ext in all the official languages of the Union by the legallinguistic

ropean Parliament and the Council in accordance with the co-decision
he Parliament and the President of the Council. The signature takes
Council press conference called to announce the adoption of such a

of the European Parliament.

and acts adopted by the Council are also to be signed by the

ccretary-General, both of whom may delegate their signature 1o

at. )

uncil or by the Council are published in the Official Journal in all the

see Article 17 CRP) (http:/europa.eu.int/eur-ley). .

led in the minutes drawn up by the General Secretariat within 13 days
s the content of minutes (indication of documents submitted to the
chzd by the Council. statements imade by the Council or by a member -

ntry in the minutes has been requested):

Drafi minutes are mc?‘c,‘mm by the Council or by Coreper afier each member of the Council and the Commis

has had the opportunity 1o check their no_:n_z When approved. theaminuies are signed by the Mnn_rS? C

or by ._,n Deputy Secretary-General. both of whom may %._mcm? tieir signature 10 Directors- General of

General Secretariat.

The pressrelease

The outcomeé of the Council meeting is the subject of a press release drafted by the Council Press Office, which

contains the main conclusions of the meeting. The press release commits only thie General Secretariat and not t

Coun

The main purpose of informal meetings is to

5. Tuformal meetings of ministers

. It is published on the Internet (http-Fveew.iny a.wmmams_

permit joint consideration and an as-free-as-possible exchan

bt
_
he
|
i
{
i
|

|
_a

mm

of views on topics of general mnonn. ‘they are not forimal Council _:mo::om because they have not cnn:

convened as such under the Council's W:Tm ‘of Proceduire. It 5:5& :1: m:r: meetings cannot replace t

Council's normal activities.

(«) * Characteristics of informal meetings

In order to preserve the informal nature of the meetings i question, the following guidelines approved by t

Helsinki European n.c:.:n: Aomnn_.:rm.‘ 1999) must be followed: ) .

- the number of informal ministerial meetings is restricled to five per Presidency:

- - there is no official agenda:

- the presence of assistants is limited to two per nunister;

A

- any production of Council documents. whether before or after the meeting. is excluded:

make this point explicitly clear.
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these meetings cannot arrivé ai formal conclusions o decisions: ,_:< press conununication mt
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h) .Tﬁ...a:.nh

At logistical Icvel (scc Chapler VII), the

has 1o lake direct responsibility for organis

There is one exception to that rule, how
immediately before or after a meeting of

assistance in all matters relating to meetin
6. The European Council

Avrticle 4 TEU provides that the European|
Council stated that it should meet in princ,
the practice {or some time. Usually th
However, it is still possible to convene ex

the proceedings of the European Council
(a) Preparation

Preparations for mectings of the Europea
Council which coordinates all the prepara
N.:z_ External Relations Council draws up
four weeks before the meeting of the Eur
m:..o_ua.,.: Council meeting and approve
Council by other Council confligurations
Council at the latest two wecks beford
._“::.Q.amogza reasons linked. for examy
Council or Council preparatory committ

Alfairs and External Relations Counci ar

In addition, shortly before the meeting o

how he intends to organise the discussion:

" See Annex 1 to the Presidency Conclusions

Council General Secretariat is not involved at all. The Presidency

ation,

ever: where an informal meeling of agriculture ministers is held
he SCA, the General Secretariat provides ministers with technical

g-room facilities, including interpreting.

Council "shall meet at least twice a year”. In Seville, the European
iple four times a year. This corresponds 10 what has in fact become
se meetings are held in March, June, October and December.
raordinary meetings of the European Council. Rules for organising

vere agreed by the Seville European Council in June 20024

1 Council are madé by the General Affairs and External Relations
tory work (see Article 2(3) CRP). In particular, the General Affairs
an annotated draft agenda on a proposal by the Presidency at least
opean Council, holds a final preparatory meeling on the eve of the
s the agenda. Contributions to the proceedings of the ‘European
must be forwarded to the General Affairs and External Relations

the meeling of the European Council. Except for urgent and
le, to currenl international events, no other configuration of the

¢ may meet between the final preparatory nrecting of the General

d the European Council meeling.

the European Council the President traditionally wriles a letter on

S.

S of the Eurapean Council of 21 and 22 June 2002.

45

-(b)  Role of the Secretariat

The Secretariat for the European Council is provided by the Secretary-Gener

Deputy Secretary-General, aided by a number of assistants. o

The General Secretarial provides the normal logistic support, as well as
Presidency. It prepares a steering note if required. The Secretary-General mormally’
for the President of the European Council on the day before the meeting.

At the European Council itself, the Secrelary-General/High Representative and the Deputy Secretary-

General aided by the Legal Counsel to the Council (Director-General of the Legal Service) and two or
assistants and three note-takers provide secretarial services for the meeting.

(c) Presidency.conclusions

An outline of the European Council conclusions is distributed on the day

good time for the start of proceedings. . ”

At the close of the European Council, the Council General Secretariat takes responsib
circulating the final version of the Presidency conclusions in the-light of (he discussions in the European

Council on the basis of the draft. It also checks, as soon as possible, that all linguistic versions correspond.

al/High Representalive and the
mn::.m in an advisory capacity to the

takes part in the briefing

three

of the European Council meeling i

|
|
i

i
1
i
|
I
1
i
i
1
i
1
i
t
|
i
|

ility for preparing and




Chapter IV — The Presidency's
During its six-month tenu. the Presidency

relations between the Council and ihe othg
1. The European Parliament
(ua). Presentation of the programm

The Presidency presents its programme to
the end of the term, it reperts to the Parlia

by a debate.

Article 21 TEU (CFSP)? and >_:n_r 397
Parliament regularly informed of proceed
The President of the European Council su

meeting of the European Ceuncil.

Article 4 TEU also provides for the Europ

report on progress achieved by the Unjon,|

At formal sittings of the European Parlian
Presidency may be represented. The Presi
but is invited to the meal which generally

between the President of the Council and
(h) Plenary sittings

The Presidency’s commitments consist ch
be the Minister for Foreign Affairs or the
n.F: plenary part-session of the European

frequently for part of a second day (usuall|

az-

Sez also Chapter V. Section -4

' See also Chapter V1. Section <.

relations with the other institutions
has to carry out a number of specific tasks aimed at facilitating

T institutions,

e — general debates — visits by Heuads of State

the European Parliament at the beginning of its term of office. At

ment on progress achieved. Each of these interventions is followed

EU (JHA)® provide that the Presidency is to keep the European
ngs in these fields.

bmits an oral report to the European Parliament following the
can Council to submit to the European Parliament a vearly written

ent on the occasion of visits by Heads of State or Government, the
dent of the Council does not make a statement on these occasions
accompanies such visits. There may also be priv aie meetings

feads of State or Government visiting the Parliament.

efly in the President of the Council (General Affairs) -~ who may
finister: State Secretary for European Affairs - being present at
Parliament on a specific day (currently Wednesday) and

y Tuesday afternoon), and:

(1) answering guestions - and additional questions -- put at Council 3: stion _::m ?::n::,.

Wednesday afterncon during _E.memwuo:m,:, Strashourg):

™.
[ answering any oral questions on the agenda for the part-session: . '

“
T i
tn) - occasionally taking part in centain debates of particular imporance o1 making' a statement on i

specific subject. either at the Council's Ve Or mresponse to a request from the European vu.:m_:m_:_m

Conference of Presidents” i

: S | .

\ |

At the "Conference of Presidents” iduring ;_:n: the pretiminary diaft ..:E then’ ::. Tinal draft agenda for :_m

following montly's part-session of the European _5:3_::: are drawn upl. the Council is represented c< :E
- _

:.Q:GQoj_,nﬂc::n:rnoi wm_:rn Ei,o:m Zr ?__Lm:::y:.:_:__nr:—vc_,nm:_.2_5_:0::0::2 jm .

Direclor-General or the O:.mn::.v. . : '

1

!

i
L . . _
(c) Involvement in commirrees |
|
An important aspect of relations between :F two _:m::_:o:m is the exchange of views vn?o..: the Presidedt
oi each Council configuration and the relevant _‘:_ocgz Parliament committees. : m
The Presidency (normally the minister responsible for the matter) is invited to most European Parliament

comimittees. The minisier makes a brief statement and answers questions on matters within his Jurisdiction.

The General Secretariat of the Council assists the minister in preparing his statement.

The practice is one exchange of views per parliamentary commitiee but increasingly some commitiecs ate

asking for two exchanges of views of hearings, one at the beginning and the second at the end of e

Presidency's term. . ) . !

, |
i
In this context, the Comnittee on Foreign Affairs, Human Rights, Common Security and Defence Policy
always has on its agenda an item entitled "exchange of views with Council and Commission representatives!.

the aim of which is to cover topical events in the sphere of foreign affairs and security tArticle 17 TEU). The !

President of the Council or. in his absence. his representative or the Director-General for External Relations!

at the Council General Sgcvetariat regularly takes part in the exchange of viows. Such an exchange regularlyl '
takes place following a meeting of the GAERC. - t
. \
- {
" Articiz 26 CRP and the Council decision of § Augnst 197] concermmg the Assembl

s wortking methods (doc 1621 71 ASS

|

Si

_
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