DATEBOOK: COMIC BOOK HEROES LEAP TO THE MOVIE SCREEN IN ‘FANTASTIC FOUR’
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TERROR STRIKES
— NO WARNING, FEW CLUES

Bombings of subway, bus
have ‘the hallmarks of an
al Oaeda-related attack’

— GARETH CATTERMOLE / Getty Images
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TAVISTOCK SQUARE: An explosion
destroys a double-decker bus near the
square, killing at least three people.
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TORN APART: The blast that ripped through a
double-decker bus left behind a twisted mass of wreckage.

SQUARE STATIONS: A blast tears through
a train on the Piccadilly line, killing at
least 21 people.
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THIS WAY OUT: A photo taken with a mobile phone camera
shows passengers being evacuated from a subway tunnel.

By Don Van Natta Jr.
and Elaine Sciolino
NEW YORK TIMES

LonDON —  Investigators
searching for clues in the attacks
that killed at least 38 people and
wounded more than 700 here said
that the three bombs used in the
subway cars appeared to have been
detonated by timers, not suicide
bombers, and that a fourth device
may have been intended for a tar-
get other than the city bus that it
destroyed.

The four incidents Thursday
were the deadliest attacks on Lon-
don since the blitz in World War
1L

The blasts at three subway sta-
tions went off within 26 minutes,
starting at 8:51 am. in a London
Underground train just outside
the financial district. The bus
bombing occurred near the Brit-
ish Museum at 9:47 am. — less
than an hour after the first explo-
sion.

The city’s residents ventured
back to the partially reopened Un-
derground today, saying they had
little choice but to return to mass
transit.
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CAN THEY
BE STOPPED?

Security tightened, but experts worry
bigger and deadlier attacks are inevitable

THE BAY AREA

By Patrick Hoge,
Alan Gathright
and Rachel Gordon

CHRONICLE STAFF WRITERS

Bay Area transit agencies
beefed up security Thursday in re-
sponse to the terrorist bombings
in England, deploying extra po-
lice officers and managers to look
for suspicious activities and urg-
ing the public to call them with
tips.

At the same time, officials said
public transit systems across the
nation remain vulnerable to at-
tack given the enormity of the
task of prevention and the relative
lack of national funding for tran-
sit security compared with air-
ports.

“All the terrorism experts say
it's not a matter of ‘if but
‘when,” ” said BART Police Chief
Gary Gee . “I don’t think it’s just a
matter of paranoia. That is why
we must be vigilant and employ
the public as eyes and ears.”

US. Rep. Tom Lantos, D-San
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THE WORLD

By James Sterngold

CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

As some American officials
called for better security to stop
horrific attacks like the bombings
in London, terrorism experts gen-
erally agreed that no foolproof de-
fense was possible against such at-
tacks and that more should be
done to mitigate their inevitable
impact.

London is regarded as a model
of smart terrorism security, a
benchmark for other major cities,
because of the years it faced the
threat of attacks from the Irish Re-
publican Army. And yet, experts
pointed out, it was still vulnerable
to four coordinated bombings of
the city’s subway system and a bus.

The attack not only took a terri-
ble human toll, it shut down public
transportation in the stunned city,
exacting a large economic cost.

A number of terrorism experts
said the unfortunate lesson to be
learned was that, in all likelihood,
sleeper cells remained busy plot-
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San Quentin warden
fired over health care

State investigated
conditions at prison

By Mark Martin

CHRONICLE SACRAMENTO BUREAU

SACRAMENTO — The warden
at San Quentin State Prison, after
little more than a year on the job,
was fired Thursday amid an inves-
tigation into health care problems
at the facility.

Jill Brown, a longtime correc-

L tions official who took over the top

job at the Marin County prison in
May 2004, has been under investi-

gation by the state inspector gen-
eral’s office, and a corrections offi-
cial said the office’s report led to
Brown’s dismissal.

Todd Slosek, press secretary for
the Department of Corrections
and Rehabilitation, said Brown
was told Thursday of her firing.

The inspector general’s office,
which acts as an independent cor-
rections watchdog, investigated
allegations that Brown had threat-
ened disciplinary action against a
doctor who spoke with attorneys
about problems with health care
delivery at the prison.

The report has not yet been
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