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The moment Barack Obama made history, the nation
looked to the future. A day later, Wall Street tumbled,
but Main Street hoped for a tomorrow filled with

PROMISE

“It makes you so proud to be
American. It didn’t matter that | was
a black woman last night. Here were

all kinds of people, young and old,
and we were all hugging each other.”

WILMER AMINA CARTER

Assemblywoman, D-Rialto

“There has been a growing
decline in racism in the country,
and this is the moment you can

say you have absolute proof.”

ANDREW BUSCH

Professor of government
at Claremont-McKenna College

| Locals ready
! for a ‘change’

By Mark Petix | Staff Writer

he baristas were buzzing at a
Starbucks on Wednesday morning and

it wasn’t about the coffee.

It was all about Barack Obama — “Can you believe it?”
The day after America elected its first black president, supporters in
the Inland Empire basked in a moment many thought they would never

see.

“It was indescribable,” said Assemblywoman Wilmer Amina Carter,

just short on that.”

sippi, found the words.

- D-Rialto. “There was just no way to-express-it. The-English language-is—
Then Carter, who spent the first nine years of her life living in Missis-

“It’s the most amazing thing that’s happened in my life,” she said.
More than 65 million people cast ballots for Obama in an election
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Politics and progress

his much is obvious: Obama won, McCain lost. Here are
some subtle winners and losers as we exit Campaign ’08.

WINNERS

UNITY: On the campaign trail, it's been two years of bickering about
everything from race and gender to taxes and Iraq. Heck, the kitchen
sink may not have entered the fray, but even the plumber did! But on
Election Night, both McCain and Obama made gracious speeches about
reaching across the aisle and unifying, as Americans.

YOUTH VOTE: Kids count, we’ve heard it for years. So do their votes.
Between 22 million and 24 million youths voted in this historic race,
which is at least 2.2 million more than in 2004. Even
Nickelodeon-watchers and classroom tots got in on the action.

WORLD RELATIONS: The finger has lifted off “pause.” Obama is likely
the only one who could hit the reset button on the global stage and start
to repair the nation’s battered image from the Iraq war.

FISCAL CONSERVATISM: Toward the end of the campaign, even Obama
talked about how to cut government. The nation’s stumbling economy
had to play a role, but so too did the need to reach swing voters.

CHARITIES: Think of all the underprivileged, donning the latest Saks Fifth
Avenue and Neiman Marcus fashions from the self-proclaimed “hockey
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Opponents continue
to push for equality

By Sandra Emerson
Staff Writer

Californians who voted to preserve the
definition of marriage should be satisfied
knowing Proposition 8 passed, but oppo-
nents of the proposition are still pushing for
equality.

The proposition — an initiative constitu-
tional amendment aiming to ban same-sex
marriage in California — passed 67.09 per-
cent to 32.91 percent in San Bernardino
County, according to the County Registrar of
Voters.

Statewide, Proposition 8 passed 52.5 per-
cent to 47.5 percent.

Jessica Austin, the president of the College

said many voters from both parties have
been very passionate about the subject of
same-sex marriage.

“I think people want to promote the sanc-
tity of marriage and tradition,” Austin said.
“It has nothing to do about your views on
homosexuality or their lifestyle. It has to do
with the definition of a word and preserving
what that word means.”

Proposition 22, calling for the state to
recognize marriage as between a man and a
woman only, was passed in 2000 and was
overturned by the California Supreme Court
in May.

“They had no right to do that because the
voters voted so clearly,” Austin said. “Now we
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Republican-held Senate seats.

THE MEDIA: For an industry that has been beat up by falling revenues
(and the GOP), political advertisements have disappeared quicker than
corporate credit cards.

TINA FEY: Who will the Palin look-alike mock now?

— stacia.glenn@inlandnewspapers.com
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of glumness to go around today either in the
big race or the many propositions.

Handling bad news is such a common
problem that social psychologist Kate
Sweeny, a professor at UC Riverside, has
made a study of it.

In an election, you are probably hopeful
and optimistic at first. But as Election Day

chances.
You begin to expect
the worst, Sweeny said Wednesday.

That’s when you may need a little help
from your friends. They can help steer you in
the right direction.
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