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F-117A Nighthawk
ºPrimary function: Stealth
fighter/attack
ºLength: 63 feet, 9 inches
ºHeight: 12 feet, 9.5 inches
ºWingspan: 43 feet, 4 inches
ºSpeed: High subsonic
ºCeiling: NA
   ºRange:Unlimited with
        air refueling Tomahawk cruise missile

Cruise missiles were fired from U.S. warships
in the Red Sea and Persian Gulf, military officials
said. F117 stealth fighters, which carry two
2,000-pound bombs apiece, also were involved
in the strikes, though apparently on a target
other than Saddam.
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Source: CNN    The News Journal/DAN GARROW

ºPrimary function: Intermediate
range launched cruise missile
ºLength: 20 feet, 6 inches
ºLaunch weight: 3,021 pounds
ºDiameter: 1.7 feet
ºRange: 575 miles
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WAR BEGINS
By DAVID ESPO
Associated Press

The United States
Wednesday night launched
the opening salvo of a war
to topple Saddam Hussein,
firing cruise missiles and
precision-guided bombs
into Baghdad. U.S. officials
said the Iraqi leader him-
self was among the targets.

“This will not be a cam-
paign of half-measures and
we will accept no outcome
but victory,” President
Bush said in an Oval Office
address shortly after explo-
sions ricocheted through
the pre-dawn light of the
Iraqi capital.

Anti-aircraft tracer fire
arced across the Baghdad
sky as the American muni-
tions bore in on their tar-
gets. A ball of fire shot sky-
ward after one explosion.

Saddam appeared on
state-run television a few
hours after the attack. He
said the United States had
committed a “shameful
crime” by attacking Iraq,
and urged his country to
“draw your sword” against
the enemy. He appeared un-
hurt, and wore a military
uniform.

The missiles struck less
than two hours after the ex-
piration of Bush’s deadline
for Saddam to surrender
power or face war.

Bush described the tar-
gets as being of “military
importance,” and one
White House official said
the attack was the result of
fresh intelligence that
prompted an earlier-than-
planned opening strike.

Two officials knowl-
edgeable about the opera-
tion said the Iraqi dictator
was among the “leadership
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Saddam replies
Saddam Hussein

accuses the U.S. of
committing a
“shameful crime’’ by
attacking Iraq.
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War hits home
As Delawareans

watch President
Bush’s speech there
are feelings of pride,
fear and uncertainty.
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Security tightens
Police prowl the

streets of New York
City with dogs; FBI gets
new powers to detain
foreign nationals.
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Speaking from the Oval Office Wednesday night, President Bush said U.S. forces launched airstrikes against “tar-
gets of military importance” in Iraq. He described the action as an operation to “disarm Iraq, to free its people.’’

Saddam
remains
the reason

By CHUCK RAASCH
Gannett News Service

WASHINGTON — The
first blow was aimed at Sad-
dam Hussein.

The long-awaited, strate-
gized and feared war in
Iraq began with high politi-
cal symbolism and at-
tempted psychological im-
pact. It came in a predawn
strike today in Baghdad, re-
portedly aimed at the Iraqi
leadership. In the struggle
for world public opinion
over the past tumultuous
months, President George
W. Bush had insisted that
Saddam’s regime and the
alleged weapons of mass
destruction he controlled
were the reasons the
United States was risking
war. Not a lust for oil, or re-
gional domination or reli-
gious hatred, as Bush’s crit-
ics have claimed.

By focusing an initial
salvo of missiles and
bombs on a “target of op-
portunity” – reportedly a
gathering of Iraqi leaders –
the United States was put-
ting an opening exclama-
tion mark on Bush’s
claims.

“We have no ambition in
Iraq, except to remove a
threat and restore control
of that country to its own
people,” Bush said in a
terse prime-time address
after the initial attack.

Initial damage assess-
ments were unclear, and re-
ports from the theater were
imbued with the usual cau-
tion and confusion of war.
Iraq’s government claimed
Saddam himself would ap-
pear sometime today on
Iraqi television. If true, it
would indicate he had sur-
vived the initial strike.

Sen. John McCain, R-
Ariz., said the strike was “a
no-cost roll of the dice”
after intelligence had sug-
gested Saddam’s leadership
had gathered in a Baghdad
location.

Bush also warned that
the struggle could be more
difficult than the pundits
were widely predicting.

After the first bombs
fell, Bush clearly tried to
define the aims to the Iraqi 

Baghdad reacts to airstrikes
with message of defiance

Delaware’s role
More than 90

percent of the state’s
reservists have been
mobilized to help fight
in the war.
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THE TARGETS
President Bush said the selected

targets near Baghdad were of “military
importance to undermine Saddam
Hussein's ability to wage war.”

A U.S. military official said
Tomahawk cruise missiles were fired
from a small number of ships at
“leadership targets.” 
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ºFor ongoing
coverage of the war


