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Research

A Typology of Research Py rposes

Purpose

Focus of Research

Desired Resufts

Desired {evef
of Generolization

Key Assumptions

Publication Mode

Standgrd fer Judging

Basic
research

Applied
research

Summative
evaluation

Formative
evaluation

Action
research

Knowledge zs
an end in itself;
discover truth

Understand the
nature and sources
of human and
societal problems

Determine
effectiveness of
human interventions
and actions (programs,
policies, personnel,
products)

Improve an
intervention:

A program, policy,
organization, or
product

Solve prablems
ift & program,
organization, or
cemmunity

Questions deemed
important by one's
discipline or personal
intellectual interest

Questions deemed
important by society

Goais of the
intervention

Strengths ang
weaknesses of the
specific program,
policy, product, ar
persennel being
studied

Organization and
cemmunity problems

Cantribution ta
theory

Contributions to
theories that can be
used ta formulate
problem-solving
programs znd
interventions

Judgments and
generalizations
about effective types
of interventions and
the conditions under
which those efforts
are effective

Recommendations
for improvements

tmmediate action;
solving problems as
quickly as possible

Acrass
space (it

Within az general

a time ani space as
passible, but clearly
limited application
context

All interventions
with similar goals

Limited to specific
setting studied

Here and now

The world is
patterned; those
patterns are knowable
and explainable,

Human and societal
problems can be
understood and
solved with
knowledge.

What works one
place under specified
conditions shauld
work elsewhere,

Peaple can and will
use information to
improve what they're
doing.

Feople in a setting
can solve problems by
studying themselves,

Major refereed
scholarly journals
in one's discipline,
scholarly boaks

Specialized academic
Jjournals, applied
research fournals
within disciplines,
interdisciplinary
problem-focused
journals

Evaluation reports
far program funders
and policymakers,
specialized journals

Oral briefings;
conferences; internal
report; limited
circulation to similar
programs, other
evaluators

Interpersonal
interactions amang
research participants:
infarmal unpublished

Rigor of research,
universality and
verifiability of theory

Rigor and theoretical
insight into the
problem

Generalizability to
future efforts and to
other programs and
poficy issues

Usefulness to and
actual use hy
intended users in
the setting studied

Feelings shout the
firocess among
research participants,
feasibility of the

solution generataed
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