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Difficulties to set a clear concept of Europe
East-West divide matters but unclear as well

Risk of Euro-centrism and risk of identification
of Europe with West only

Post-Cold-War Europe, East, West and
reemergence of Central Europe

History and shifting / fluid borders



Rebirth of Central Europe — the 1980s
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Habsburg Central Europe
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“Eastern Europe”

1) Slavic settlement

2) Eastern Europe is
backward in the
economical sense

3) presence of great
multinational Empires
as political forms of this
region: Habsburg Empire,
Romanov Russia and
Ottoman Empire.

4) modernization hand in
hand with nationalism




Oskar Halecki (1891-1973) famous Polish historian




“East-Central Europe”
0

ELIROPE

Oskar Halecki:
- Western Europe
- Eastern Europe

- West-Central Europe
(with German influence)

- East-Central Europe
(without German
influence)




“East-Central Europe”

Polish-American historian Piotr S.
Wandycz and his concept of
East-Central European
Heartland:

Czech Republic
Slovakia
Poland

Hungary




“Mitteleuropa’
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German word for
Central Europe
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(East-)Central Europe

Core: Czech lands, Slovakia, Poland, Hungary

Disputable members: Germany / Bavaria,
Austria, Slovenia, Croatia, Lithuania

Common political history from the period of the
Habsburg Empire (including early
democratization)



Common Features of the (East-) Central

Europe
1

Relatively small nations, no great powers

Cultural background of Ancient Roman and
Western Christian tradition

Urbanization belated in comparison to Western
Europe

Processes of modern nation building were
belated and very often connected with violent
upheavals



Geopolitics of Contemporary Central
Europe
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Central Europe in European

Poeulation
-
R

country | Millions | Per cent |l country _| Millions __| Per cent _

EU 28 493,1 100,0 EU 28 511,5 100,0
CZ 10,2 2,1 CZ 10,6 2,1
HU 10,1 2,1 HU 9,8 1,9
PL 38,2 7,7 PL 38,0 7,4
SK 5,4 1,1 SK 5,4 1,1
V4 63,9 13,0 V4 64,2 12,6
together together

CEE EU 106,5 21,6 CEE EU 102,8 20,0
members members

together

together



Economic performance of CEE

countries
1

Inflation HDP Inflation HDP Unemplo

rate growth rate growth yment

(annual) rate (annual) rate

(annual) (ELLLTED]

EU28 100 21 1,5 EU28 100 1,7 24 7,6
Si 87 57 2,9 Cz 89 2,4 4,4 2,9
Ccz 78 -0,1 3,8 SI 85 1,6 4,9 6,6
HU 63 4,7 3,9 EE 79 3,7 4,9 5,8
EE 58 1,4 7,8 LI 78 3,7 4.1 7.1
SK 57 8,4 4,8 SK 76 1,4 3,2 8,1
HR 56 24 54 PL 70 1,6 4.8 4,9
LI 52 -1,1 10,3 HU 68 2,4 4,1 4,2
PL 51 0,7 3,9 LA 67 2,9 4,6 8,7
LA 47 2,9 7,7 RO 63 1,1 7,0P 4,9
BG 35 2,3 5,5 HR 62 1,3 29 11,0
RO 34 15,3 5,2 BG 49 1,2 3,8 6,2



Inequality of income distribution (income quintile share
ratio, 2017)

Inequality of income distribution
Income quintile share ratio
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Source of Data Eurastat

Last updaie: 15.02 20189

Date of extrastion: 18 Feb 2813 18:34:81 CET

Hyperlinkio the graph: hitps: ffer.eurapa. eufeurastatfeurastatfigm fdramGraph. dadinit=1dplugin=1dlanguage=endprade=tespml 5l Atoalbmc=Iegend

Diszlaimer: This graph has been created autamatitalhy by Eurastat saftmare arcarding ta excternal user specifirations Tarmhich Eurastat is nat resgansible. Craphic included
Eeneral Disglaimer of the EEC mebsite: hitpsffer . eurapa eufinfaflegal-natice_en

Short Oeserigtion: The ratia af tatal incame received by the 28 % af the papulatian mith the highest ingame fap guintile) ta that received Oy

the 20 X af the papulatian mith the lamest incame {lamest guintile). Incame must Be understaad as equivalised dispasable
intame.

Eode: tespml 5l



Proportion of population at risk of

poverty
-

People at risk of powverty or social exclusion
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Short Deserigtion: The Eurape 2020 strategy gramates sarial inclusian, in gartirwlarthraugh the reductian af gaverty, by aiming ta [ift at (east 28 millian peagle aut af the risk af gaverty and sacial
extlusian. This indicatar carrespands ta the sum af persans mha are: &t riskcaf gaverty ar severehyr materially deprived ar living in hausehalds mith very lam markintensity. Persans are anhy raunted
anee even if they are gresent in several sub-indiratars. At risk-af-paverty are gersans mith an equivalised dispasable intame Eelam the risk-af-gpaverty threshald, mhich is set at GE X af the natianal
median equivalised disgasable incame @&Mer sacial transTers). Material deprivatian (avers indicatars rejating ta eranamic strain 2nd durables. SEverely materially deprived gersans have living
canditians severehy ranstrained by a [ackc af resaurces, they experience at east 4 out af 3 follaming deprivatians items: cannot affard i} tea pay rent ar utility Bills, (i} keep hame adegquateyrmarm, iiil
fare unexperied expenses, ivi eat meat, Tish ar a pratein equivalent every secand day, v ameekc haliday amay fram hame, vil & car, viil a mashing machine, viiid 2 calaur TV, ar d 2 iteleghane. Peaple
living in hausehalds mith very lam markcintensity are thase aged B-59 living in hausehaolds mhere the adultis faged 18-53 markc 20X ar less af their total markc patential during the past year.
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Internal differences are not that new in

CEE...
e

capita 1938 in agriculture
dollars (per cent,
1930)

Czechoslovakia 1910 65

Share of urban Urban dwellers (per country Industrial People
dwellers cent production per | working in
19
UK

(Bohemia and

Moravia) 140 7
Czechoslovakia 1910 37

(Slovakia and Germany 132 29
e Sweden 122 36

Holland 77 21

Hungary (Trianon 1920 42
L ETE), Austria 59 32

Romania (territory 1910 17 Poland 21 65
before WW1)

Yugoslavia (Croatia 1910 21 Romania 12 78

ALl SRR, Berend, Ivan T. — Ranki, Gy6rgy (1974): Economic Developmnt in East-

RO R SHL RIS UK TR T adPROForms in Fast Cenddl Europe after Central Europe in the 19th and 20th Centuries. New York — London:
1stytut Studiéw Politycznych PAN, p. 57. Columbia University Press.
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...to be continued the next




