Chapter Twelve — Bin Laden and the Taliban

Relations between the Taliban and al-Qaeda were
characterized by a great deal of suspicion when bin Laden
first arrived in Afghanistan jn 1996, The Sheikh and
Mullah Omar-didm’t kiow each other. Bin Laden didn’t
speak fluent Pashtu and the spiritual leader of the Taliban
understood a little Arabic but couldn’t hold a
conversation in it. An interpreter was required, in this
case Abdel Majid al-Tabouki.

Among the jihadis and al-Qaeda leadership, the
general feeling was that these religious students (the
Taliban emerged from a student movement) were strongly
Emcé ism and were, in effect, neo-
communists. When the Taliban conquered Jalalabad and
other ToWis, we worried that they were once again in the
hands of the communists. At that time, Sheikh Osama
was very much against Arab jihadists joining the Taliban
in their fight against the Northern Alliance and
Commander Massoud.

In order to understand the situation, al-Qaeda sent
emissaries to the Taliban, notably Sheikh Abdel Rassoul

Sayaf. The contact that ensued gmm%&o the
misunderstanding between the groups. It turned out that
al-Qaeda had been Emmuoa\gtmsoE#uowgmmﬂog

Alliance who spread these rumours out the Taliban.
~ After their conquest of Jalalabad, in Spring 1996, the
Taliban wanted to visit our camp. Wary, bin Laden asked
his followers to be ready for a fight. But the Taliban
arrived waving white flags and greeted us warmly:

‘How are our Arab friends? We are brothers, we are
all Moslems and jihadis!’
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But behind these demonstrations of friendship, the lack of
trust was still there. We noted that Mullah Omar
immediately asked bin Laden to site his organization in
Kandahar, the Taliban’s main base. For his part, in the
@omwb/mcmu bin Laden refused to meet the Mullah’s
emissaries himself; sending representatives instead.

In August 1998, the Embassy bombings became the
source of the first real conflict between ourselves and the
Taliban. The latter had been very put out by the
interviews the Sheikh had given to the international
media. Mullah Omar did not control him and bin Laden
didn’t even let the Taliban know what he was planning
for Nairobi and Dar es Salam.

Several weeks after the East African operations, a
Taliban delegation led by Mullah Hassin Rabani went on
pilgrimage to Saudi Arabia. Before they left, the Saudi
government sent messengers to put them on their guard:
‘Osama bin Laden, whom you are harbouring, has been
cast out of Islamic law and the Saudi state; we had to do
this because of the Egyptians, you have to let him go, stop
protecting him.’

Since most of the leaders around bin Laden were
Egyptian, the Taliban thought the Saudis were telling the
truth.

Mullah Rabani’s delegation came to speak to bin
Laden when they got back to Afghanistan. This was the
first meeting between the Sheikh and Rabani; Ahmad
Wakil Moutawagqil and Mullah Jalil were also present on
the Taliban side. Bin Laden was surrounded by al-Qaeda
top-brass and when he introduced his right hand men —
Abu Hafs, an Egyptian; Saif al-Adel, Egyptian; Abu
Mohammed al-Masri, another Egyptian — the Taliban

- said, ‘The Saudis were right!’.
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