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Forming impressions of personality

The original paper (Asch, 1946)

In the original paper, there were 10 studies reported on the (N = 834) participants. Asch
hypothesized that the formation of impression would be based on Gestalt psychology model.
In each study (or experiment) respondents were provided with a list of traits and then instructed
to write down a trait that describes the other person. Then, the participants were to choose from
18 trait-pairs (opposite traits) and had to pick one trait from each presented pair. Finally,
participants were asked to rank those traits from the most important to the least important for
their own impression. This method was very similar for all of the experiments, so Asch was

able to change the traits presented or manipulate the order of traits.

In summary, Asch found out, that some traits have different meanings and different context for
the participant, than others. Therefore, he described some traits as central and some traits as
peripheral. Central traits were basically those, that influence and define the meaning and
function of other traits, while peripheral traits were those influenced by central traits. Which
trait becomes central depends on the context, because the context modifies the entire Gestalt of
the impression (Nauts et al., 2014). It is obvious that this concept fits the Gestalt view Asch
was building his hypothesis on.

It 1s important to point out some of Asch’s experiments, which involved traits “warm” and
“cold”. In those experiments Asch found out “warmth” to be a central trait, however in another
study “warmth” appeared to be more of a peripheral trait. This led to confusion that these
findings are a supporting material for the primacy-of-warmth effect. Asch himself
acknowledged, that warmth plays an important role in forming impression about another

person, but any trait can be central as well as peripheral, because traits are context dependent.
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This context-dependency is a key point of Gestalt-model, that Asch (1946) actually tried to
present with his research. Sadly, instead of focusing on the Gestalt-model, many researchers

used Asch’s research (1946) as a proving evidence for primacy-of-warmth effect.

Replication paper (Nauts et al., 2014)

some of Asch’s experiments relevant for the primacy-of-warmth effect. Such experiments

mostly contained traits such as “warm” or “cold”. There were also other traits presented as a

moderator of a different experimental condition.

The aim was to examine whether “warm” and “cold” traits are more central than others. As the
results shown, these traits did not prove to be the most central ones. Participants indicated the
trait “intelligence” as at least as influential in forming their impression (Nauts et. al, 2014). That
is, some of the participants described the other person based on their competence at least as
much as based on their perceived warmth. Moreover, some of the participants descriptions did

not refer to “warm” trait at all.

Many differences between these two research papers are tied to the time when they were

conducted. It is important to note, that

_ Of course, the psychological research has progressed widely over the

years, for example quantitative data analysis was not fully developed and used in Asch’s time.
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Kritérium hodnoceni tkolu Podil Spinéno Body
Ucelné shrnuti pro obé studie 14% 1 0,7
Ucelné porovnani studii (podobnosti, rozdily) 14% 0,5 0,7
Vyvozeni vlastnich opodstatnénych zaveér( 16% 1 08
:?r\;ai![iéa argumentace, jeji opora v textu, pospolitost, uvédomovani si 14% 1 07
Stylistika projevu a srozumitelnost 14% 1 0,7
Obsahové strukturovani a plynuld navaznost textu 14% 1 0,7
Formalni nalezitosti a formalni strukturovani textu 14% 1 0,7
Maximalni pocet bodu | Ziskany pocet bodU 5 4,65

Jesté nez s poustim do Cteni, 1ibi se mi struktura textu, kdy je pfehledné oddélena jedna a druha
studie, uvod, zavér. Trochu se obavam, Ze zde bude chybét kapitola piimo k porovnavani ale
necham se piekvapit.

Po precteni: skvély psany projev, shrnuti jsou perfektni, explicitni porovnani v rdmci raznych
aspektll mi v praci trochu chybélo a pfislo az v poslednim odstavci, ktery podle mého nézoru
mél piijit nékdy diive. Co bych rad extra ocenil jsou zavéry textu v pfedposlednim odstavci.
At se dafi,

Adam Klocek
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