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To create any thing, Aristotle reasoned, you have to bring
together form (morphe) and matter (hyle).

In the subsequent history of Western thought, this hylomorphic
model of creation became ever more deeply embedded. But it
also became increasingly unbalanced.

Form came to be seen as imposed by an agent with a particular
design in mind, while matter, thus rendered passive and inert,
became that which was imposed upon.

Ingold, T. (2010). The Textility of Making. Cambridge Journal of Economics 2010, 91-102
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Ingold suggests that:

skilled practice ... is a question not of imposing
preconceived forms on inert matter but of intervening
in the fields of force and currents of material wherein

forms are generated.

Practitioners, | contend, are wanderers, wayfarers,
whose skill lies in their ability to find the grain of the
world’s becoming and to follow its course while
bending it to their evolving purpose.

(Ingold 2010: 92)
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Ingold: Materials are substances-in-becoming

In a world of materials, nothing is ever finished: everything may be
something, but being something is always on the way to becoming
something else.
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We can refer to a “hybrid research collective”:
in which the interdependence between humans, and humans and the non-human world is
foregrounded and concerns for co-existence are ethically negotiated. In this heterogeneous
grouping, human and nonhuman actants exert influence, pushing and pulling the research
process in various ways.

Cameron, J., Gibson, K. & Hill, A. (2014). Cultivating hybrid collectives: research methods for enacting community food economies in Australia and the Philippines, Local
Environment, 19:1, 118-132.
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... In practice, making is less a matter of projection than
one of gathering, more analogous, perhaps, to sewing or
weaving than to shooting arrows at a target.

As they make things, practitioners bind their own
pathways or lines of becoming into the texture of the
world...

Thus the creativity of making lies in the practice itself, in
an improvisatory movement that works things out as it
goes along.”

Ingold, T. (2011) Being Alive. Essays on Movement, Knowledge and Description. London: Routledge. P. 178
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“What we traditionally view as ‘independent’ elements — the person
with the bat, the bags, the people in the field — are not truly
independent. They are all mutually defining... Alone they would [all] be
virtually without meaning. It is when we bring all these elements into a
mutually defining relationship that we can speak about ‘playing
baseball’. Let us then speak of the baseball game as a confluence, a
form of life in this case that is constituted by an array of mutually
defining ‘entities’

(Gergen, K. (2009). Relational being: beyond self and community. Oxford: Oxford University Press. p.54).
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Matter as history and becoming

Heidegger:

“Everywhere, everything is ordered to stand by, to be immediately at
hand, indeed to stand there just so that it may be on call for a further
ordering. Whatever is ordered about in this way has its own standing.

We call it standing reserve”.
Or?

- Natural capital

- Natural resources

- Eco-system services
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Latour: learning to be affected

Latour (2004) introduced the idea of “learning to be affected” to explore the
process by which bodies learn to become more and more receptive to the
world around, and to be “moved, put into motion by other entities, humans
or non-humans” (p. 205).

Latour illustrates the process through the training of noses for the perfume
industry.

Pupils start with “a dumb nose unable to differentiate much more than
‘sweet’ and ‘fetid’”” but with the use of odour kits pupils develop — become —
a nose that can distinguish more and more subtle differences in odours (p.
207). Thus, the body is “an interface . . . by which we learn to register and
become sensitive to what the world is made of” (p. 206).

Latour, B., 2004. How to talk about the body? The normative dimension of science studies. Body and Society, 10 (2/3), 205-229.
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Why does this diagram not represent the
economy? How would you amend it to include the
diverse economy and the environment?
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Piketty on wealth v. income

U-Shaped Wealth Concentration

Top 0.1% wealth share in the United States, 1913-2012
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This figure depicts the share of total household wealth held by the 0.1% richest families, as estimated by capitalizing income tax
returns. In 2012, the top 0.1% includes about 160,000 families with net wealth above $20.6 million. Source: Appendix Table B1.



24

18

16

—
L

Top 1% income share
¥

—_
=]

Income Share of the Top 1 Percent, 1913-2012 (annotated)

Revenue Acts of 1916-13 Securiies and Exchange Commission
raise top tax rate over 75% (SEC) established (1934)
Glass Steagall Banking Act {1933)
Stock market crash,
October 1929 Bush tax cuts (2001-3)
Financial Moderniz ation Act

(1999) repeals Glass-Steagall

Mational Labor Relations Act;
‘l Social Security Act (1935)

Fair Labor Standards Act (1935) i

Revenue Acts of 1922-28 Bsenhow er-era tax policy pushes

low er top rates to 25% top ginal rate & et
e MAFTA (1994)
sets template for w ar-era
w age increases (1941) Reagan breaks air

trafffic strike (1951)

Revenue Act (1943) raizes rates

and broadens base Garn-5t. Germain Act
(1982}, more banking
Marquette v First of Omaha (1978) deregulation

launches w ave of banking deregualbion

Depository Institutions Deregulation
and Monetary Control Act (1950)

Federal Reserve begins assault on inflation
(1979), driving up unemployment

ncome data from Weorld Top Incomes Database: Colin Gordon ot. 2013

il [F] SSPT

[#2]
i

AND POLICT

1912 1922 1932 1942 1952 1962 1972 1982 1992 2002 212

CENTER FOR ECONCARC



2 types of household

*The 99% - sell their labour and rely on
Income

*The 1% - own the other factors of
production and their livelihoods are based
on wealth



Four types of “wealth”

Ownership and control of:
eLand (& natural resources)
*Physical capital

*Natural capital

*Data



How would you amend your diagram if you
nave 2 types of household?
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In any system, identifying the purpose or
goal is critical

“A system isn’t just any old collection of things. A
system is an interconnected set of elements that is
coherently organised in a way that achieves
something............

a system must consist of three kinds of things:
elements, interconnections, and a function or
purpose.”



Local Food Links’ intention or
purpose

“Creating affordable, user-led food services which support health &
well-being, stronger communities and a better environment”
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Marjorie Kelly

There are many changes needed to get us to a new
economy — political, cultural, technological. We’ll need
changes in regulation, changes in personal values system.
But | would suggest there’s a critical element we aren’t
talking about enough, and that is ownership design. As
one colleague put it, “Ownership is the original system
condition.” Ownership is how wealth is created, and it
determines who gets that wealth; it determines who
controls the economy.
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The dominant food system
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A simple systems model of a firm

Operations
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Two types of food system

“Linear” food systems
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natural
capital

Even larger
agri-business

AW

N\

“Circular” food systems

©

Even larger
processors

caterers

\ Even larger
% retailers &

Pt

Consumers

Waste

Dis

Operations:

Primary Production — Processing —

tribution — Marketing —
Retail / Food service




A simple systems model of a firm

Operations

Primary Production — Processing —
Distribution — Marketing —
Retail / Food service
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School Farm CSA

* A community supported agriculture enterprise
* Run by ex-students of Schumacher College

About Membership Education & Tours Get Involved Events Blog Contact Us

{ School Farm CSA
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Operations

Core purpose

According to Meadows “the least obvious part of the system, its
function or purpose, is often the most crucial determinant of the
system’s behaviour.”
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©

Inputs:

Goods (fresh vegetable, fruits
and all things necessary to
produce grocery, diary._),
waste separation, re-usable
materials, composting
organic waste and its
circulation

Building reconstructed in
eco-frendly and energy
saving way, Equipment and
Furniture: mostly donated or
from second hand. Partly also
self-designed and created by
old used things

Co-operative system based
on a company rules

Staff: professional waiters,
cookers, Volunteers as part
of the program (artists.._) or
part of the distribution system,
Trainees interested in getting
new professionals skills in the
area

Grants: professional training
and cultural events, Loans:
physical capital
(equipment...), organization,
management

Operations:

Retail/food service ‘

Networking,
gathering
communities, culture
support, education
(propagation of
alternatives for
everyday life)
&

Co-operative system
with consumers,
employees, suppliers
and investors; but
the enterprise will be
based on a company
rules

Strict separation of waste,
circulation of bio waste, re-
usable wrapping materials

Investment to physical
capital and eco-friendly
{energy, heat, water) system

Products and
services
corresponding with
those in normal
(non alternative)
cafeterias but with
special importance
given to
environmentally
friendly processes,
sustainability and
quality - with
maximum effort to
purchase necessary
goods from small
local producers or
from fair or direct
trade organizations.
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