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This chapter introduces the reader to various concepts and ideas of the Frankfurt
Institute of Social Research or ‘Frankfurt school', which first coined the term ‘critical
theory’ in 1937. It critically examines how the Frankfurt school’s critiques of authori-
tarianism and repression inspired and shaped the critical interventions by Inter-
national Relations (IR) theorists. In doing so, the chapter focuses on two principal
strands of critical IR theory: normative theory and the Marxist-based critique of the
political economy. The former represents the extended applications and develop-
ment of social and moral theory in IR, including, most notably, Habermas's commu-
nicative action theory, while the latter highlights the use and development of Antonio
Gramsci’s ideas and concepts to theorize about world order and global civil society.
The chapter also frames the parameters of critical reflexivity, arguing that the concept
remains the most promising way or method of directing the tensions between these
and other critical IR theory strands.

:; troduction

The early critical theory interventions by Robert Cox and Richard Ashley provided cru-
cial starting points for critiquing realism and liberal institutionalism (see Chapters 3-5).
More important, they marked the start of a growing disenchantment with realism’s rigid
statism/paradigmatic dominance: notably, its failure to examine the significant transfor-
‘mations occurring in the international system, including the fall of the Soviet Union, the
spread of international human rights, and the emergence of global democratic institutions
that could address the demands of marginalized individuals and people. Indeed, by the
mid-1990s, critical International Relations (IR) theory would encompass a wide array of
different theoretical strands—including cosmopolitanism, postmodernism, postcolonial-
ism, and critical security studies—reflecting what some would regard as the emancipatory
project in IR theory (Rengger and Thirkell-White 2007) (see Chapters 10, 11, and 12). Thus,
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STEVEN C. ROACH

Roach, S. C. D. (2010), Critical Theory of International Politics: Complementarity, Justice and
Governance (London: Routledge).
This book investigates the intellectual currents of critical theory, from Kant to Habermas, and the rece;
works of Robert Cox and Andrew Linklater. It formulates a theory of complementarity that brings
gether critical theory and critical international theory.

Wyn Jones, R. (2001), Critical Theory and World Politics (Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Publish
Afine collection of insightful essays from leading critical theorists in IR. This advanced text, aimed f
marily at graduate students, addresses key issues that very nicely size up the important role and influer
of critical theory in IR. .

Important websites

Institute for Critical Theory at the University of California at Irvine. Features several recent by
on critical theory and offers several fellowships. http://www.humanities.uci
.edu/critical/

Center for the Study of Developing Societies. The Center seeks to offer alternative critical view
points. It provides several links to important works regarding critical global studies, as well a
audios and videos. http://csdccu.tripod.com/csdc.html/

Notes

1. For an excellent historical analysis of the Frankfurt school first generation of theorists, see Jay (1971). It s
be noted here that there are officially three generations of theorists belonging to the Frankfurt school.

2. This Third Debate, in this context, replaced the third debate referring to the interparadigm debate. Howeve
most IR scholars, it is fair to say, prefer to consider the postpositivist debate as the emerging fourth debate
3. This would lead to a more concerted engagement with Michel Foucault’s genealogical analysis and biopoll
IR (see Bartelson 1995; Edkins 1999). i

4. See Neta Crawford (2001), who offers an excellent dissection of the properties of argumentation, before de
ing this analysis to explain the role of discursive reasoning in various issue areas of IR.



