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Preface

WordPress is an open-source blog engine released under the GNU general public
license. It allows users to easily create dynamic blogs with great content and many
outstanding features. It is an ideal tool for developing blogs and though it is chiefly
used for blogging, it can also be used as a complete CMS with very little effort. Its
versality and ease of use have attracted a large, enthusiastic, and helpful community
of users.

If you want to create powerful, fully featured blogs in no time, this book is for you.
This book will help you explore WordPress showing you what it offers and how to
go about building your blog with the system.

You will be introduced to the main aspects of a blog — users, communities, posts,
comments, news feeds — and learn how to manage them using WordPress. You will
develop the skills and confidence to manage all types of content, be it text or images,
on your blog, and also understand how users interact with the blog. In working
through the book you'll be inspired as well as informed, and have the capability and
the ideas to make your blog cutting edge and exciting to maximize its impact.

What This Book Covers

Chapter 1 will take you to the world of blogging by introducing different blog engines
available on the Internet. This chapter will also introduce you to the types of blog
and the core parts of a blog. You will find this chapter very helpful to find out what
the major blog engines are and why we choose WordPress among them.

In Chapter 2, you will learn how to start using WordPress as a blog engine. You can
either register your blog at wordpress. com or set up in your own web host. You
will learn how to install WordPress using FTP, how to manage permissions in the
MySQL database, how to install it from cPanel, and how you can upgrade your old
WordPress blog to a newer one. This chapter also shows the basic operations to kick
start your blog.
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One of the main attractive features of WordPress is the availability of thousands of
themes. Chapter 3 will guide you to where you can get best themes for your blog
and how to choose from them. You will also learn basic modification of themes for a
quick change in your blod's appearance.

Chapter 4 will guide you through the details of administering articles and comments
in your blog. It will introduce you to all exciting features that may come handy while
writing articles. This chapter also shows you how you can post remotely via using
the MetaWeblog API and XML RPC interfaces.

Chapter 5 guides you through converting a WordPress blog into full fledged website
by using its content management features. With a minimal level of coding you can
use WordPress as an awesome content engine for any general purpose website. In
this chapter we discuss this process step by step that you can understand it easily.

Delivering feeds and podcasts are what you will learn from Chapter 6. Using all these
tricks you can use WordPress as a great tool for audio blogging. You can increase the
traffic and quality of your blog by delivering RSS feeds. This chapter will guide you

through all these features in a nice and readable way so that you can grasp it quickly.

Chapter 7 is one of the most exciting chapter in this book, which will teach you to
develop awesome themes for WordPress. You don’t need to be a PHP pro to write
themes at all. This chapter will show you how you can add cool features to your
WordPress theme with a minimal level of coding. This chapter will also introduce
you to online theme generators, which will ease your life.

Blogging is for community and that is what you will learn from Chapter 8. How
to turn your blog into a community blogging site and how to manager privileges
among users is covered in this chapter.

Chapter 9 will introduce you to the world of plug-ins and widgets. You can extend
the WordPress engine by using these plug-ins and widgets, add awesome features to
your blog, and release them to community. This chapter will guide you through the
detailed lifecycle of WordPress plug-ins, developing them and working with then
cleverly with automated installations. This is one of the coolest chapter from

this book.

Chapter 10 will describe all the administrative tasks of your WordPress blog. You will
learn how to upgrade WordPress, how to trouble-shoot some installation and post
installation errors, how to install WordPress MU, and how to back up and restore
your blog. This is one of the most important chapters in this book, which you will
want to read time and again.

[2]
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Conventions

In this book, you will find a number of styles of text that distinguish between
different kinds of information. Here are some examples of these styles, and an
explanation of their meaning.

There are three styles for code. Code words in text are shown as follows: "We can
include other contexts through the use of the include directive."

A block of code will be set as follows:

<?php

// ** MySQL settings ** //

define ('DB_NAME', 'WordPress'); // The name of the database
define ('DB_USER', 'username'); // Your MySQL username
define ('DB_PASSWORD', 'password'); // and password

When we wish to draw your attention to a particular part of a code block, the
relevant lines or items will be made bold:

<?php

// ** MySQL settings ** //

define ('DB_NAME', 'WordPress'); // The name of the database
define('DB_USER', 'username'); // Your MySQL username

define ('DB_PASSWORD', 'password'); // and password

Any command-line input and output is written as follows:
update wp options set option value='http://newdomain/wordpress’'

where option name='siteurl' and option value='home'

New terms and important words are introduced in a bold-type font. Words that you
see on the screen, in menus or dialog boxes for example, appear in our text like this:
"Click on the Delete button from the upper-right portion of this page."

% Warnings or important notes appear in a box like this.
s

Q Tips and tricks appear like this.

Reader Feedback

Feedback from our readers is always welcome. Let us know what you think about
this book, what you liked or may have disliked. Reader feedback is important for us
to develop titles that you really get the most out of.

[3]
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To send us general feedback, simply drop an email to feedback@packtpub.com,
making sure to mention the book title in the subject of your message.

If there is a book that you need and would like to see us publish, please send
us a note in the SUGGEST A TITLE form on www . packtpub.com or email
suggest@packtpub. com.

If there is a topic that you have expertise in and you are interested in either writing
or contributing to a book, see our author guide on www.packtpub.com/authors.

Customer Support

Now that you are the proud owner of a Packt book, we have a number of things to
help you to get the most from your purchase.

Downloading the Example Code for the Book

Visit http://www.packtpub.com/support, and select this book from the list of titles
to download any example code or extra resources for this book. The files available
for download will then be displayed.

The downloadable files contain instructions on how to use them.

Errata

Although we have taken every care to ensure the accuracy of our contents, mistakes
do happen. If you find a mistake in one of our books —maybe a mistake in text or
code—we would be grateful if you would report this to us. By doing this you can
save other readers from frustration, and help to improve subsequent versions of this
book. If you find any errata, report them by visiting http: //www.packtpub. com/
support, selecting your book, clicking on the Submit Errata link, and entering the
details of your errata. Once your errata have been verified, your submission will be
accepted and the errata added to the list of existing errata. The existing errata can be
viewed by selecting your title from http: //www.packtpub. com/support.

Questions

You can contact us at questionse@packtpub.com if you are having a problem with
some aspect of the book, and we will do our best to address it.

[4]



WordPress and the
World of Blogging

In the world of the Internet, you must have some sort of website to publish your
identity. It could be somewhere where you can write about your work and interests.
You may also write an online diary, which would be more interesting to read.
People get to know you more than through any other media when they read about
your regular activities, your thoughts, and news about you. These sorts of diaries
are made for public viewing. People usually don't post their very personal or
confidential information here.

These online diaries are interesting fields to grab news. "Netizens" describe these
diaries with a special term "blog", which is actually derived from the word "weblog".
Blogs are places where you make yourself global. They can be of different types.
People always log news that interests them. Some write about music, some about
politics, some about sports, and so forth. Blogs are the best place if you want to
collect recent news. In real life when some natural disaster takes place or something
special happens, journalists and other people always search these blogs to be up-to-
date. Recently, after the tsunami or after the bombings in London, the very first news
was published in blogs. Blogs are a world-renowned system for publishing your
content; there are several million active bloggers in this world.

Blogging History

According to Wikipedia, the largest free encyclopedia, the term "weblog" was

first used by John Barger in 1997. In May, 1999, Peter Merholz converted the word
into a new term keeping the characters the same. He made it "we blog" instead of
"weblog". He especially pointed out the term "blog". Shortly after that, this word was
globally accepted both as a noun meaning a weblog and as a verb meaning "to post
in someone's blog".
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One of the early blog sites "Xanga" had 100 weblogs in 1997, which surprisingly
turned into 50 million by the end of 2005. People started using blogs globally in

1999. Blogging started becoming popular when among others, Evan Williams and
Meg Hourihan from Pyra Labs created their blog publishing tool Blogger. Using

this site anyone can start blogging within minutes. The whole system was free and
very attractive. Surprisingly, Google bought the whole service in 2004. Blogger is still
a free blog-publishing tool, but under the banner of Google. The words "weblog",
"weblogging", and "weblogger" were inserted into The Oxford Dictionary in March,
2003. This purely indicates the magic of the word "blog", which is still the favorite
publishing system among millions of people.

By the end of 2001, blogging had become more popular. Everyone focused on the
possibilities and importance of blogs. Shortly after that people started researching on
blogging. Even schools of journalism were very interested in the whole process.

There are other publishing systems like Wikis and CMSs, which also gained
popularity in the meantime. CMS stands for Content Management System and

these are generally used for publishing articles, news content, or general content in

a website. They are especially built for maintaining every kind of website. Joomla,
CivicSpace, Typo3, and DotnetNuke are popular CMS software systems. There

is also a special kind of CMS that is called a Wiki. In Wikis any user can modify
contents, and all the posts are editable by general users; and usually, Wikis are
devoted to a specific audience. A Wiki tracks every change made by the users so that
you can find who changed the information and why. One of the most popular Wiki
engines is MediaWiki (http://www.mediawiki.com). A blog is also a kind of content
management system but the main purpose is to maintain the articles chronologically.

Anatomy of a Blog

Unlike blogs, a blog engine is not a single website. However, the engine consists of
different parts that are organized in a very structured way. Let us first discuss what
the different types of blogs are.

Types of Blogs

In the real world, there are different types of blogs. I do not actually mean their
purpose, but rather the category of their contents. In the following sections, you will
see some of them and understand their necessity.

General Blogs

When people say 'blog', they usually mean the blogs that belong to this category.
These blogs are generally text-based, but contain a lot of images and other media like

[6]
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audio and video. These blogs are easy to maintain, lightweight, and are very popular
for their simplicity. WordPress and Drupal are general blog engines.

Photo Blogs

Photoblogs or Phlogs are special kind of blogs where a group of people or
individuals share their photos collected from various sources. These blogs are
generally dedicated towards a specific audience. Most photoblogs are free. The usual
subjects of photoblogs are films, wars, herbs, natural beauty or even weird images,
and so forth; it's impossible to specify all of them. Professional photographers also
share photos through their blogs.

In photoblogs, images are the main content; we all know that a picture speaks a
thousand words. Among the photoblogs, one of the most important is Photoblogs.
org, which is developed by Brandon Stone. Photoblogs.org started with 15 blogs in
2002 and now it contains around 10,000 blogs in 40 languages!

Some photobloggers upload images in their web space using any FIP application
and directly link them through their blogs. Some bloggers use online photo
repositories like Flickr (www. f1ickr.com), SmugMug (http://www. smugmug.com/),
or Zoomr (www . zoomr . com) to reduce the bandwidth and also to achieve full-fledged
image administration. These days PicasaWeb (http://picasaweb.google.com/) is
also a very popular image-sharing service.

Mobile Blogs

Mobile blogs are often known as Moblogs. In this type of blogs, people access the
contents and modify them for their mobile phones or portable devices like PDAs.
Moblogs are usually developed in Japan where people have a huge number and
variety of portable devices with cameras. The term Moblog was suggested by Adam
Greenfield, who also arranged the First International Moblogging Conference

(1IMC) in July, 2003. Mobile blogs are very popular these days due to the availability
of portable devices. In 2004, on Singapore's national day, a national Moblog was
launched, which is the first national moblog in the world. Mobile blogs are often
known as gLogs (pronounced as glogs), when they are especially used as photoblogs.

Audio Blogs

Audio blogs are especially designed MP3 blogs, whose contents are downloadable
in MP3 format. Most audio blogs are devoted to a special genre of music like rock,
classic, or jazz. Audio bloggers also publish their content in AAC or 0gg Vorbis
format, which is the most popular among *nix users. According to Wikipedia,
many music bloggers publish content that may violate copyright laws. However,
sometimes they manage to avoid it, since most of their contents are either old or not

[7]
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reissued recently and so may not cause monetary damage for the copyright holder.
Many audio bloggers also place a notice in their blogs like "If the owner objects about
this post, I will immediately remove it from my blog". Many commercial music companies
also maintain audio blogs and publish their music files as an advertisement to

gain popularity.

Video Blogs

Often known as vlogs, video blogs are similar to audio blogs except for the type

of content they serve. Vlogs distribute video files to Netizens. These blogs became
very popular when video streaming was invented and people started getting higher
bandwidth connections than they had previously. After the marketing of Apple's
iPod or iTune, vlogs became extremely popular. In the iTune community, video
blogging is often known as "video podcasting". Some important facts from vlog
history include: Yahoo's vlogger community grew to more than 1000 members in
June, 2005; Apple declared that its iPod will play video files; and, Apple's iTune store
will also serve videos. These days vVlogMap .org shows vloggers from around the
world with the help of Google Earth and Google Maps.

Common Terms

When you enter the world of blogging, you may hear a lot of new terms like posts,
comments, trackbacks, and so forth. These are the parts that make a blog successful
and usable in the real world. In the following sections, we will discuss in brief what
these terms mean.

Post

Posts are the core part of a blog. Every time someone writes an article in a blog,

it is known as a post. Whenever a post is made, visitors can make comments and
follow-ups. In most of the blog engines, each post has a separate URL, which is also
called permalink. With the help of different administrative panels, blog users can
make posts in their blogs. For example, if a blog is text-based, there must be a system
available to write the posts. If it is a photoblog, there must be tools available to
manage pictures before posting. In audio blogs, there are also facilities for streaming
the audio files.

Comments

Comments are actually follow-ups made to posts by the visitors to a blog. Comments
may either be made by anonymous users or may require registration to write. These
days many blogs allow anonymous users to comment, but with a necessary spam
protection system. Comment spams are those useless automated comments that are

[8]
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simply advertising a product or a website or that are totally irrelevant to a post.
These days some online marketing agencies are spreading advertisements via
automated bots (bots are "robot" scripts). So if you allow anonymous commenting, be
aware of comment spams.

somewhere in... colourful moments

The Pages
Xpressi in local | based lobal
Xpressions In local languade pased on gioba somewhere in._talent offer
solutions
Posted in somewhere in... bangladesh by espen on the June Sth, 2006 [ Bookmark on
delicio.us JEdit This , EMail This Post, Print This Post
The Search
this article could have been written on december 16th (the bangladeshi victory day), but
thenwithout anyone noticing. now after half a vear the concept of local blogging is R
noticed outside the shhere. someone gave Us a knock ahout a great
article in global veices abaut bangla, impact of ict and klogging in bd.
2 Responses to 'expressions in local language based on global The Associates
solutions’ _
Subsgcribe to commerts with RSS or TrackBack to 'expressions in local language based on Ashik's Blog
global zolutions'.
Etmran's hilog
Rezwan said, from my point of view
OM JUNE 16TH, 2006 AT 12:14 A
hehfuz
Wihen Aparna asked me to give her some links of Banagla blogs in Banagladesh, | Mizho's Blog
mailed her the listincluding ‘Bandh Bhanger Awaz'. As & regular contributar in Shahed
Globa! Vioices, | have mentioned Somewhereinklog.netin a number of somewharein home
occasions.
arild said,
0N JUNE 45TH, 2008 AT 7:43 PM The Storage
we had afeeling that you had a finger in this rezwan, we have followed some of Mowvember 2006
your posts on globalvoices and most ofyour own blog, and if there is anyone October 2008
who knows whats on inthe bangla blogosphere, its you. me going to norway September 2006
tomorrow, close to you but still to far to drop by, guess that you are feeling the August 2006
world cup pretty close these days® fun? July 2006
lma a00E

Permalinks are an abbreviation for permanent links. Generally, a permalink is a
permanent URL to a specific post in your blog. To optimize blogs for search engines
and to make the URLs more readable, people use permalinks. Permalinks are

short, straightforward, and easy to remember. In commercial websites with huge
content, permanency of URL is a must to provide better marketing and advertising
of the content.

[9]
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Let me show you why permalinks are friendlier with search engines. For example,
suppose a URL is in the form http: //example.com/ex.php?id=1&stat=4. When

this page is linked from another site and the robots of search engines get this link,
mostly they tend to skip the dynamic part of the URL. That is, the search-engine robots
browse only up to http://example.com/ex.php, which by no means delivers the
exact content you wanted to show. Moreover, consider the permalink URL that refers
to the same blog post: http://blog.example.com/posts/php-lookback-2005. This
is more readable and user-friendly. So permalinks are of great importance to bloggers,
if they want to increase their site rank, publicity, and traffic.

Trackbacks

Trackbacks are referral links in which someone refers to your post in their blog.
Basically, trackbacks are simple notifications that are sent when someone refers to
the content of another blog. When someone trackbacks your post, a link to his or her
blog will be displayed as a comment in that article so that you will be aware of all the
referrals. However, spammers are also ready to abuse this useful system to advertise
their product or websites.

RSS

RSS stands for Really Simple Syndication. RSS is a very strong medium to
distribute the up-to-date content or news from your website to the people who
subscribe to RSS in your blog. WordPress and almost every other blog engine
supports auto-generation of RSS feeds. RSS works great as an advertising medium. If
you are not familiar with RSS, then let me explain it briefly.

A typical blog post RSS contains a link, a title, and a small excerpt of the ten to

fifteen most recent posts. So when you make a post in your blog or someone posts a
comment, the RSS updates automatically and your RSS subscriber gets an automatic
notification about the update. They can then examine the RSS feeds and find the
latest content. These days RSS is a very popular tool, but is highly criticized. This is
because there are three independent forms of RSS that are not fully compatible with
each other. They are RSS 1.0, RSS 2.0, and RSS 0.91. Atom is rather a more matured
syndication system that takes the best from RSS and is developed in a structured way.

Tags

Tags are keywords relevant to your post through which someone may find it.

When you make a post, just find some keywords that best describe your post. These
keywords are tracked by Technorati (see below to know about Technorati) and other
indexing tools. For example, if you post about a natural disaster like an earthquake or
hurricane, tag it with relevant keywords like land subsidence, earthquake, disaster,
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and death. When people want to know about recent earthquakes, they may search
with one of these terms, which will help your content to come in the front page.

Simply use your common sense for choosing keywords. Don't abuse this tagging
feature by using irrelevant tags to increase the traffic. If you abuse, there are chances
of being banned from those indexing services and that will cause a major failure in
your blogging life.

Please note that some blog engines, for instance Blogger, do not support trackbacks
and tags unlike WordPress.

Your Friends in Blogging

Well, what if nobody knows that you have a blog or you blogged recently? Unless
you are maintaining a very private blog, there is no value in writing your diaries
without a reader. The question is how to let others know about your blogs. Of
course, they would not be interested to read that you had a cup of coffee this
morning or you slept eight hours last night. To inform people about your worthy
content, a search engine is your best friend. So the more frequently you publish
your content, the more the search engine robots visit your page. However, there is
something really special for bloggers.

Search engine robots or spiders are automated scripts
developed by search engine companies that crawl through
_ the websites using the navigation links found on them.
% These robots just read the content of your page and add
L it to the search engine database by proper indexing.

Thereafter, anyone can reach your page whenever they
search for any relevant keyword that was present in your
Ppage content.

Technorati is the greatest content-syndication site, which indexes your content
with the help of some tags. Technorati has automated trackback URLs, which ping
the users when you update your blog. So Technorati indexes your recent update
immediately after you make a post on your site and displays your post in that

tag category. For example, when someone wants to know what other bloggers

are thinking about AJAX, he or she goes to Technorati and searches for the term
AJAX. Technorati will display all the blog posts that are indexed by it in different
orders like chronologically or as per blog's authority. So you will not only get that
information, but also you will be aware of the recent trends. We will learn the details
about how to automatically ping Technorati to index your content in Chapter 4. Till
then for more information visit Technorati at http://technorati.com.
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Another tool that helps you to publish your content for other people is del.icio.

us. If you read it without the breaks, you will find the word "delicious" in this URL
http://del.icio.us/. delicio.us is the largest public bookmark system operated
via the same tag mechanism that is found in Technorati except that you have to enter
your data manually. So when you make a post, just go to del.icio.us and bookmark
your content with some relevant tags so that other people can find your content. If
they find your content useful, they will also tag it and day by day it will be more
visible to the outer world.

One more tool that you must be aware of is digg. This operates with a slightly
different mechanism than the previous two. If you update your blog, just go to
http://digg.com/ and submit your news. People can then rate your news by
clicking on the digg option. The more your content is digged, the more popularity
you will get. When people search your content, they get the most

digged content on the front page. So you gain a great publicity, if your content

is really useful.

All these tools are of very high volume and crawled by search engines every day.
So if your URLs are indexed on these sites, no doubt you will get huge publicity. As
more people visit your blog, you become more successful in blogging.

Meet the Giants

When you start blogging, you have several options for choosing a blog engine.
You can choose a commercial one or a free one; you can choose a tool that suits
you perfectly. Before starting a blog, just review the contents of your blog and the
audience you are writing for.

In this section, we will see some popular blog engines, review their features, and
discuss why WordPress is one of the best among them. We will also see what makes
WordPress so perfect and popular, and how WordPress can fit to your needs.

The first name that comes from the history of blogging is Blogger.com
(http://www.blogger.com). It is one of the earliest blog engines that is still available
in the market. It's free to use but not open-sourced at all. You will find a huge
blogger community who use Blogger.com.

Next we have the Blog City, another old but easy-to-maintain blog engine. You will
also find Yahoo 360 as another great blogging tool these days. Yahoo 360 started in
2005, and came into the spotlight because of its abundance of features. We will also
discuss MSN spaces, something from Microsoft that is similar to the Yahoo 360 blog.
You will also see some of the features of the MovableType and ExpressionEngine
blog engines.
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We will focus on some of the strong competitors to WordPress like boastMachine,
Drupal, Serendipity, b2evolution, and Nucleus. Finally, we will see two other
promising alternatives, namely Textpattern and bblog.

Blogger

Blogger is a lightweight blogging engine served by the giant, Google. This is one of
the earliest blog engines that made blogging so popular. It is totally free to register
an account with Blogger. The key feature of Blogger is its simplicity and its themes.
The negative features are its incompatibility with plug-ins, being closed-sourced,
and advertisements. Blogger blogs are very friendly with search engines as it

is a part of Google- a very popular search engine. You can find Blogger at
http://www.blogger.com.

H

Sign in to » Sign into the
a
Blogger Blogger in beta

Search blogs from across the web with Google Blog Search,

Explore blogs SEARCH BLOGS
- “':"';’: Medical Mews BLOGS OF HOTE RANDOM BLOGS
] ]
webblogforeveryone CybersMusic _
11:42 PM ‘ NEXT BLOG >>

What's a blog? Create a blog in 3

easy steps:
% % @ @ o Create an account
o Marmne your blog
Publish Get Post Go
thoughts feedback photos rmobile o Choose a template

& blog is your easy-to-use web site, where yvou can quickly post
thoughts, interact with people, and more, All for FREE,

Blog City
Administering blogs with Blog City (www.blog-city.com), another senior from
blogging history, is really simple; it's also free. The feature that will excite you most
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is its simplicity. Their major goal is hyper minimalism. Although not feature-rich,
Blog City is a text-based user-friendly blog engine. The missing features are a

photo gallery and eye-splashing themes. Moreover, forced advertisements may be
considered as another drawback. Blog City is also slightly heavier to load, i.e. it takes
more time to download, than its peers.

:
:

FREE SIGNUP

- - e

o
BLOG-CITY

Latest Tags Your Talk Directory Reviews LinkBlog

CREATE YOUR FREE BLOG AND START BLOGGING NOW

What is Blog-City?
Blog-City is a place where you can publish your own free

Zignup now for your free blog
.blog-city.com

LS

blog using a powerful and easy-to-use interface, Create
a personal online diary/scrapbook/photo journal... or
whatever you want! Blog-City remaves the barriers
making it easy for almost anyone to get themselves
publishing enline.

Why choose Blog-City?
Five good reasons to join blog-city:

# Ease of use - there's no need to know HTML, you can add pictures and customize the
look of your blog

Features - We offer an abundance of features, There are always new features in the
pipeline, Qur teamn are constantly improving Blog-City to make it an even better
blogging experience, What's more we'll implement the improvements and features that
you suggest

Support - if you need help getting started just visit our support site which is full of
tutorials to help get you blogging, If vou can't find what you're looking for just send an
email to our friendly and responsive support team,

*

*

ALINNIWWOD

Profiles My Profile
ADYERTISE HERE!
Simple, affordable text
Ads, available here at
Blog-City! Advertise your
blog, product or service!

Week's Tor Taas

“serigus’ 10 03
bombings 007 islam
left 000 06 060606
bombs guitar laden

radical summit

GOODGLE SEARCH

Blog Directary

Yahoo 360

Plenty of features make Yahoo 360 one of the coolest blog engines. Yahoo 360 was
introduced in 2005. Generally, Yahoo 360 is a social-communicating tool in which
blogging is a feature. Integration with a lot of public services like Yahoo photos

and Yahoo news makes it efficient and very strong in the market. However, all these
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things also confuse a blogger whose main target is only blogging. At the time of
writing this book, the Yahoo 360 blog didn't support plug-ins.

Home | My Page | My Blog | My Friends | Mailbox | Invite | Search | Settings

el ’

Heac;in; % Hey! fou have 12 Messenger contacts already using Yahoo! 3607 See their
updated public content below. To put therm on your ¥ahoo! 360° Friends List or to

rernave them from your 380°, click here. what's This?

0Blog Comments
8 Messages
12 Friends Waiting Latest from my friends and favorites — See all

_@ Compose Blog Entry
[& Start Sharing Phatos
5 Edit My Page
27 Invite a Friend

Jerry Huang Nologging does not work (yves it does...)

Offline IM o
= Sen::lnle\ﬂessage Thiz iz reported by Surya Rao

Invite as a Friend =gurya.rac@reuters.com:- in a mailing list and I
reproduce it here: QL= create table test {a
nunbery nologging; Table created. SQL = select
table_name,logging 2 FRO.., wiew Fead Entry

Visitor Stats: Since Jan 2006 Feeds - Wed Dec 1 04:00pm PST

F'age L Tr— 332 Source: Ask Torm MOST RECENT ARTICLES
Wisitors 29 Yahoo! 360 T . ; .

m ahoo! 360 T... Adding Photos From Mobile Phone
—I Total Maonth Week S_‘F::Lre'eas R Beillg Fixed
A quick heads up to all of wou who take advantage
Contacts of adding photos to your Tahoo! 260° blog viaa
" maobile phone : We're currently having some

All 3607 Contacts liv] problems where people are unable .. view Blog

i [ Piad

Elog Post - Wed Mov 08 0&6:15pm PST

Dffline T TaTial o Dy am

‘ Ehsan Re: Microsoft Wants Speed Advantage

MSN Spaces

MSN spaces (http://spaces.live.com/) is the blogging tool introduced by the
software giant, Microsoft in December, 2004. This blog is integrated with MSN
Messenger and features a photo gallery, capability to SMS content from mobile
phones, and integration with MyMSN. There are plenty of features that are not
particularly suited for just blogging, but rather for social communication and
personalization. MSN spaces serve advertisements in their blogs and the entire blog
engine is a little heavyweight.
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Sign in &7

aduvertizement|

GET YOUR FREE TRIAL NOW.
(Terms and Canditions Appiv)

Spaces
Interests
Updated spaces
Explore Spaces
Friends

Photos

Blog 3
Friends Photos Customize

Customize i'
¥, samsTap

Mobile e -

iGo to your space: | | Create your space People Search
Display Hame

First Marne

Last Marme

Hore options

Updated Spaces

Safety

Mittraicl

About Spaces

Discover spaces

Rock Star

MY TW Festival

Be Jane 1
Want to be on TW? Are Follow the blogs of TV Join the Janes as they

: : g A i
Healthy Living you fan enough? Jain the | pllat-makers as they help wamen transform S AN e e O R R R R
Ultimate Battle for the battle to make the cut for | homes. It's about v ds=giuiin
Rock Star; Supernoua FAN TV shows, empowering home B[, 8 T Fe,  ALONE,,, e® Tw et Ty
Space. irmprovernent! » CharlesHilluk's space

v Albert's innerspace

+ Porodica Pavlovic

Six Apart

Six Apart (http://www.sixapart.com/) is another company that deals with
blogging. It developed several popular blogging engines some of which are free
while some are not. Among them, MovableType is a very popular blogging engine.
MovableType sets the standards for many blogging features and develops one

of the three popular blogging APIs (MovableType, MetaWeblog, and Blogger

API). The other blogging engines developed by SixApart are Vox (www.vox. com),
TypePad(www. typepad. com), and LiveJournal (www.livejournal.com/). Among
these, LiveJournal is very popular. You would be surprised if you see some of the
statistics of LiveJournal. It is a hosted free blogging engine that has more than 96
million accounts among which 19 million are active. The number of posts per hour is
above 18000.
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siX apart

TYPEPAD | MOVABLE TYPE | LIVEJOURNAL | BUSINESS | SUPPORT

Business & Professional Blogging Personal Blogging
. P © MQVABLETYPE @ i :
ksTypePad MuasteTree QIGENR  Ry)uveoumun
I Publishing ©
The choice for prafessional The first choice far The latest in personal A diverse commrmunity of
and passionate bloggers, business. blogging, Coring soon. independent bloggers,
Fead Mare » Fead Mare » Get Invitad # Fead Mare #

At Six Apart, we believe that personal blogging is priceless. Feel free to start whenever vou like.,
Try Livelournal today. Or get on the invitation list for Wox, It's yvour choice, And it's free...

ExpressionEngine

ExpressionEngine (http://www.expressionengine.com) supports a lot of features,
so it is actually more than a blog engine; sometimes it is called a web publishing
engine by its developers. Even when you compare ExpressionEngine with other
CMSs with its features, it will obtain a higher rank. ExpressionEngine is sleek,
powerful, and documented very well by its developers. It has tons of features and
modules. ExpressionEngine is a commercial and costly blogging tool (better say an
advanced CMS), which also supports a very restricted free version with minimal
features. Moreover, its administration panel is quite complicated, which can be
daunting to learn for beginners and non-technical bloggers. ExpressionEngine also
lacks plug-ins, themes, and a huge user community.
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EupressionEngine v 1.4.0 CP Home | User Guide
PUBLISH EDIT TEMPLATES COMMUHICATE MODULES | MY ACCOUNT
CP Home » My Account
[+ Personal Settings Email Address sales@pmachine.com
[+ Subscription Manager Jl':lin Date 2005-06-24 12:19 P!\‘1
!T R e Last Visit Z006-08-21 09;01 PM
- Total Weblog Entries [
[+ Customize Control P 1
- - Total C ts if
[ Weblog Settings. Date of Most Recent Entry 2005-06-24 12:31 PM
[+ Extras. Date of Most Recent Comment Z005-06-24 05:39 AM
[+ Member Administration IP Address: 216,104 ,73.163
Most Recent Forum Post 2005-06-24 0111 PM
Total Forum Topics 1
Total Forum Posts ]

Other Blog Engines

Besides these commercial or hosted solutions, there are also some cool free
open-source blogging engines. Let us take a look at them.

Serendipity

Serendipity, often called s9y, is a strong competitor to WordPress. It is feature-rich,
smooth, and well structured; so no one can skip it at a glance. However, the

main problem of s9y is the lack of plug-ins and its heavy weight. s9y takes more
bandwidth and time to serve its content than WordPress. However, Serendipity is

a neat and very nice blogging tool for those who expect something more than just

a blog. In Serendipity, you will have full control over plug-in development and
management. This blog engine is compatible with different kinds of database servers
like MySQL, PostgreSQL, etc. You will find Serendipity at this URL: www. s9y.org.
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Homepage | Blog | Download | User Forums | Plugins §f Templates | .J

N A

Serendipity
PHP-powered, flexible Blogging /CMS application

» Serendipity » Serendipity Weblog System

Serendipity - a PHP Weblog/Blog software

Serendipity is a PHP-powered weblog application which gives the user an easy way to
maintain an onling diary, weblog or even a complete homepage. While the default
package is designed for the casual blogger, Serendipity offers a flexible, expandahble
and easy-to-use framewaork with the power for professional applications.

Casual users appreciate the way Serendipity's sophisticated plugin architecture
allows you to easily modify both the appearance of your blog and its features. You
I can install more thanl20 plugins with just one click, instantly enhancing your blog's

- functionality, No need to edit code!

Likewise, one click installs any of maore than 40 official templates, so your blog looks
the way you like it. And Serendipity's SPARTACUS plugin automatically checks the
central repository for upgrades and new functionality whenewver you check the list,

T
T
T
E

contact

sdvanced users value Serendipity's Smarty templates for combining simplicity with
well-documented web standards. It makes minor modifications trivial, but provides
developer team the power to unleash your creativity and completely customize your site!
Serendipity's outstanding support gives you the confidence to be adventurous, too,

Programmers and other technical users commend Serendipity for its fast, stable,
clean PHP code. ‘\While beginners can learn from Serendipity, advanced programmers
Free CMS Buyer's can easily make complex modifications. Serendipity is programmed in PHP, long

Guide recognized for its ideal blend of power, simplicity, and speed. Serendipity's BSD
licensing ensures that programmers around the world can learn from it and improve
it

Users of other blogging/CMS applications are already switching to Serendipity, thanks
toits easy customization and outstanding support. Corporate users are taking
advantage of Serendipity's unparalleled flexibility to set up fast, simple CMS sites,

boastMachine

Another promising open-source blogging engine that recently came into focus

is boastMachine (http://boastology.com/). It features rating of posts, a spam
filter, an image manager, etc. By default, all these features are also available with
WordPress via plug-ins. boastMachine is a lightweight engine. The main drawback
of boastMachine is its incompatibility with plug-ins. Being comparatively new to the
blogging market and maintained by a single user, boastMachine lacks a large user
community and online help.
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Haome Forum  Mailing list  The wehlog D Linking y Tools Download Daonate

MEW ! boastMachine v3.1 Released! { June 05 2005 ). Checkout the download page ComEN-I-Fll_

What's so special about boastMachine?

Lightweight, vet full-featured and sasy to use
s Powerful content management systerm

= Dynamic search engine friendly pages
= Warious permission levels for posts
= Supports multiple blogs, authors, user levels and profiles
s Readymade language, therme and smiley packs V 1
= Built-in spam-figthing capahilities
» Fowerful backup/restore system
= Wiritten in PHP and backed by MySQL
s FREE and Qpen Source (GPL) Recently updated »
Check out full feature list here shajed Askor
Blog de Cristian Wictory
loelis

Welcome to the new FFD

boastMachine now in 17 different languages! blog!

French, Dutch, German, Spanish, Chinese, Japaness, Greek ... Blog c nhn
Blukas Blog
Sponsoren

Drupal

Drupal is actually used as a content management system but was originally

written by Dries Buytaert as a bulletin-board system. It's a system with very strong
architecture featuring plug-ins and themes. Drupal has a huge user community and
excellent documentation. Since Drupal's main goal is not blogging, it has plenty of
modules that are best suitable for a website. Moreover, Drupal has modules like
e-commerce, photo gallery, CVS integration, and mailing list manager. Mailing list
manager is a feature through which you can manage a group of users and send
mails to them. The Drupal administration panel is quite heavy and confusing for
new bloggers. In the real world, there are different modified distributions of Drupal
among which CivicSpace is a notable one.
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. rupal Support | Handbooks | Forum | Downloads | Contribute | Contact | Community
| [ Search ]

Download
Latest release:

Q Drupal 4.7.4

Drupal 5.0 beta 1

Sign up for the
Drupal Drupal.org is the official website of Drupal,
an open source content management

Security Announcements platform.

Equipped with a powerful blend of features,

Drupal can support a variety of websites Eaimisuiiems:
ranging from personal weblogs to large
community-driven websites, - fl Modules
More: | & Themes
+ About Drupal » Screenshots = .

be the first to know } Features » Demo ‘ ¥ Translations

User login

Username: #*

Drupal 4.7.4 and 4.6.10 released

Heine - October 18, 2006 - 20:13 News and announcements ' Drupal 4.6.x ' Drupal 4.7.x

Drupal 4.6.10 and Drupal 4. 7.4 are available for download, These are maintenance releases that
fix problems reported using the bug tracking system, as well as three security vulnerabilities.

Password: *

Upgrading your existing Drupal sites is strongly recommended.
Log in

b2evolution

One of the greatest features offered by b2evolution (http://b2evolution.net/)
is multi-user blogging, which is also present in WordPress via WordPress MU. This
means you can host a single blog, but it can be used by multiple users as separate
entities. b2evoution features auto-installation with minimum hassle. It's a feature-
rich blog engine. One of the greatest drawbacks of b2evolution is the lack of themes
and plug-ins. Its administration panel is rich but very confusing. It is comparatively
heavier than WordPress.
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u info-palen.com W|

= Buna Hollem

= Landi Gjom

& auntia's Treasures
» Padars DiEcount

= Horman Janssen

= Janas Womer

* Roland Harrig
|Lotesthvens |

boevolution

Mudtbngual multiuser multi-blag engme

| Home | about | Demo | Download | Hosting | Extend | Docs | Suppart
Maln «HNews + Donations « User biogs « Team

b2evolutlon |s probably the most
comprehensive blog engine you can
firuds

It inchudes almost any featuwe you could
axpact from a blag tool, and mare! Chack
aut the features, not to menton thrd
party plug-ins!

Plus, it%s frea {instant fownioad), it's
apan-saurce {GPLY, it runs virtually
anywinare (PHPfmySOL) and it's available
in many languages!

@ More about what it is...

® bZevolution 1.8.1
. . ;
translations aug, 17

= gyalone site dug, 15

= Mew site layout Aug. 11

= bZavo hosting at
Hostlcan dug, 10

B bZavaolution 1.8 "Swmmes
Beta® reteasad Jul, 9

Feature highlights

= AntiBpam Daluxe.

Get rid of refarrer snd comment spam thanks to 8 community maintssisd spam
database

= Multiple blags.
if you wart &, 3 or 100 different bloge/rensteeds on your site, no reed to mstall the
pettware severdl imad. You gan duplay each blag on itd ann page, ar aven duplay

jeveral Blogs on the same page. For ex i e bl

‘Latestponors W What is b2evolution?

R Coldheartedtruth

B Brick City Boxing

B Hail Ta Pitt!

[ Opnitin

EN Deinep - Selacted In..,
R Starpulse Mews Blog
I Woeld News

Bl Mutterngs of & bed-x...
HR Tru-gaold Online Marke...
BEE The Sublima . , .

B Waed Tipton, My Life .
B GesriCommantaar Linkbl
BB Lawrance "The Dreamor
W pans city

B8 sccidental Hedonist
B Tax Mews

A fplanque: 1T warld

B makayhlog

8 Everything Uister

Nucleus CMS

Nucleus CMS (http://nucleuscms.org/) is also a popular content management
system. It is actually more than a blog engine. Nucleus supports a multi-lingual
and multi-author blogging environment. Some other extensive features are the
availability of a huge number of templates and plug-ins, an easy administration
panel, easy syndication support, etc. Nucleus exposes a rich set of APIs to extend it
via plug-ins. Administration of Nucleus is more complicated than that of other

blog engines.
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Features Screenshots Demo Testimonials Download

nucleuscms

» Maintenance of one or more weblogs

» Multiple authors
= Runs on your own server
» Drafts & future posts

» Extensible through plugins

Discover Nucleus

Learn about Mucleus Chs and

find out what it can do for you.

= Read about the system
features and its
requirements.

= See Mucleus in action. Try
our Demal

= Read what other users said
about Mucleus.

Light. Flexible. Secure.

PURE PUBLISHING.

FREE DOWNLOAD
VERSION 3.23 (540KB)

Dive Into Nucleus

Sovyou have started publishing

and now want to know how far

wou can take this Chs.

= Download a different design
for your Nucleus site.

= Browse through the list of
available plugins.

= Show off your Nucleus site.

= Visit our support forum.

Extend Nucleus

Interested in improving and

extending Mucleus? There is

quite sofme docurmentation

awvailable.

=l Read the available Howto's.

= Learn hiow o code wour own
plugin.

=l Dive into Mucleus database
structure.

Announcements
Hucleus v3.23 Released
we have released Mucleus w3.23. This release fixes a recently

discovered security issue. While there are no new features in this
release, upgrading is highly recommended.

Downloads

=l Get Mucleus

=l Get Language Files
=l Get Plugins

= Get Skins

=l Get Import Tools
=l Get Buttons

= Upgrade to Mucleus CMS v3.23
= Download Mucleus CMS w3.23
=l Mucleus Support Forum

Textpattern

Textpattern (http://www. textpattern.com/) is another lightweight blog engine
that is compatible with plug-ins. Its main goal is to be a general-purpose CMS
system. Textpattern supports multi-lingual blogging via UTF-8. Its feature-richness
and easy administration makes it a very strong competitor to WordPress. Textpattern
is developed by Dean Allen and is available on the market since early 2001.

[23]



WordPress and the World of Blogging

Join the notify list:
vou@thers

Interface Features
Cuick conwersion of
plain text ta valid
HHTML with Textils
Guickly search old
articles by keyward
Up-to-the-rminute
visitor/referrer logs
Browser-based
ternplate and CS%
editing

Unlimited site
sections

Unlimited article, link,
file and image
categories
Browszer-baszed file

odirczoe unlaad

72 [

TEXTPATTERN

What Is It?

& free, flexible, elegant, easy-to-use content management system
for all kinds of websites, even weblogs.

When it cormnes to publishing on the internet, beqginners and
experts alike are met with a bothersome paradox: word
processors and graphics applications allow anyone to do a pretty
good job of managing text and images on a personal computer,
but to make these available to the worldwide web - a seemingly
similar environment of documents and destinations - ease of use
vanishes behind sudden requirements for multilingual
programming skills, proficiency in computer-based graphic
design, and, ultimately, the patience of a saint.

Those who soldier on anyway may find themselves further held
back by the web’s purparted inflexibility with written language,
with its reluctance to cope with all but the plainest of text, or by
the unpredictable results brought about by using "wysIwya’ web
editors.

Textpattern is a web application designed to help overcome these
and other hurdles to publishing online, and to simplify the

Download

4,0,2 (29 Dec 2005)
available now

Read

The weblog
Some FAG:

Find
A web hast

Places to go
forurtextpattern, com
iz open,

TextBook totally
rules,

So does Textpattern
Resources,

Harvest layouts and
rmore in the Text
Garden,

Hey, there's a
rmagazineg!

WordPress

WordPress is comparatively more lightweight than many of its siblings. It is a
feature-rich, well-structured blogging engine that has a huge user base. You will
find the documentation of WordPress is some of the best documentation ever made.
You will also get a very quick response from its user community to any problem you
may ever have. There are thousands of contributors who are regularly developing
plug-ins and themes. So if any lack of feature is found, you can easily find some
good plug-ins to remedy it. Moreover, as a worst-case scenario, if you can't find

any plug-in that fulfills your need, you can develop one on your own with the help
of the state-of-the-art documentation and plug-in API of WordPress. Installing,
administering, and maintaining your blog with WordPress is so easy that you
require no previous blogging experience to deliver a world-class blog.
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@) WORDPRESS

HCOME ABOUT EXTEND DOCS BLOG SUPPORT HOSTING DOWNLOAD

WELCOME
WEW 1O WORDPRESS? WordPress is a state-of -the-art i —

semnantic personal publishing platform

e hat is WordPress?
Zowhy should T use it?
& what is a blog?

o WordPress Lessons mouthful. WordPress is both free and ;

Htighe casegaries

with a focus on aesthetics, web = = - s
standards, and usability. What a }

priceless at the same time.

More simply, WordPress is what you use

Whenl you want to WOI‘I{I Wltlll your WordPress® admin interface has been

blogging software, not fight it. redesigned from the ground up to be as
intuitive as possible,

To get started with WordPress, set it up

READ™Y TO BEGIM?

on a web host for the most flexibility

or get a free blog on
WordPress.com.

e Find a web host

i Download and Install

£r Docurnentation
L Get Support

Before proceeding further, let us see the complete feature list of WordPress:

e Supports unlimited categories and sub-categories

e Automatic syndication by RSS and Atom

e Uses XML RPC interface for trackbacks and remote posting
e Can cope with email posting

e Supports plug-ins and themes (skinnable)

e Ability to import data from MovableType, Textpattern, Greymatter,
b2evolution, and Blogger, which is a great advantage when you want to start
your blog from an existing one

e Features extensive documents and a rich set of APIs to extend it
e Very easy to administer and maintain with no blogging experience required
e Very convenient search facility

e Instant publishing of content, no matter how long it is, unlike some other
blog engine where it is really a headache to update a simple thing

e Multi-lingual blogging capability
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e Very well-structured administration panel with tons of features

e Link manager

With the help of plug-ins and a rich set of APIs, you can modify WordPress to meet
your requirements for even a complete website. Finally, WordPress comprises of tons
of plug-ins, themes, and a really huge user community that can turn your blogging
experience into a happy time.

WordPress is the best tool to start blogging with. Its administration panel will simply
help you like a wizard. WordPress recently released version 2.0, which is a great
upgrade, and has a lot of eye-catching features. We will cover them in Chapter 4.
WordPress is developed in PHP, the world's most highly used scripting language,
and uses MySQL as its database back end. So you not only get its cool features, but
also the advantage of using the state-of-the-art database and scripting language. No
doubt, WordPress will make your blogging life easier than ever. Let us now see some
examples of other people's blogs, Codex, and some of its extraordinary themes.

The World of WordPress

WordPress is an open-source blog engine that is developed by Matt Mullenweg

and Ryan Boren and released under the GNU General Public License. It's one of the
most popular blogging tools among its siblings. WordPress is capable of managing a
huge amount of data in a very structured way. Administration of WordPress is very
simple, which makes it the first choice for thousands of users.

The name "WordPress" was proposed by one of Matt's friends, Christine Selleck.
WordPress gained popularity and major acceptance among millions of users in a
very short time. It has a huge user community. As mentioned before, one of the
greatest advantages that you find in WordPress is the availability of a lot of plug-
ins and themes. The code of WordPress itself is very structured and makes it easier
for developers to extend it by plug-ins. Codex, the official helpdesk for WordPress
is very rich and it documents almost every piece of functionality delivered by
WordPress with a lot of good examples.

We will discuss the pros and cons of using WordPress against its closest competitors
later in this book. We will go through almost everything in WordPress. In a nutshell,
WordPress is the easiest and the most enjoyable blog engine.

The best place where you can learn the ins and outs of WordPress is its central
documentation system, Codex (http://codex.wordpress.org). WordPress has a
world-class documentation and help system where you can find an answer to almost
every question regarding WordPress. Following is a screenshot from Codex:
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Codex tools: Create an account ar lag in
HOME ABOUT E=TEMD DocCs BLOG SUPPORT
HOZETING DOWHNLOAD
SEARCH »
Getting Started with WordPress

DOCUMENTATION
 Home Page * Getting . + Upgrading * WordPress
o Started with WordPress for
rWardPress Lessans .
# Getting Started WordPress + Special Beginners
7 Working with WordPress + New To Installations + WordPress
% Design and Layout WordPress - + WordPress Lessons
i-\:dvabjce: T?ICS Where to in Your ¢ File and
, Dmu | - D;mg Start Language Plugin
4 Leveloper acs
& About WordPress . Wt()irdPressMU + Posting in Management

Em—rd WordPress + WordPress

wordpress.com Plugi
CODEX RESOURCES ugins

NEW! FAO New T
. . . () New To
£ Cormmunity portal 1 .

nstallation

% Current events —_ WordPress
% Recent changes + Installation
7 Random page Help
£ Help

Codex is divided into several categories and sub-categories for beginners, advanced
users, and developers. Just head into the category to which you think your problem
belongs. For example, if you find problems regarding installation, kick-starting
blogging, or administration just move to the beginners section. If you want to
discover more about using plug-ins, syndication, database backup, or moving your
blog then head into the advanced category.

If you are interested in extending WordPress by writing plug-ins or decorating your
blog with self-developed themes, go straight to the developers section and study the
plug-in APIs and theme documentation.

WordPress community also develops a cool forum named bbForum, which is also
developed as an open-source forum module. This forum features different categories
and sub-categories where you can directly post your problems and get help from
thousands of users. You can also post solutions to other people's problems.

The WordPress community is very active and you will find rapid solutions to your
problems here.
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Codex tools: Create an account or log in

@) WORDPRESS

HOME ABOUT EXTEMD DoCs BLOG SUPPORT
HOSTING COWHRLOAD

SEARCH »

DOCUMENTATION | WordPress Advanced Techniques |
#rHome Page
e WordPress Lessans ¢ WordPress in Your + WordPress Feeds
# Getting Started Language NEW!
& Working with WordPress + Anatomyofa + Customizing_Feeds
rrDesign and Layout Temp]ate Tag NEW!
£t Advanced Topics X
T + How to Pass Tag + Using FeedBurner to
e Troubleshooting
& Developer Docs Parameters power vour feeds
o About WordPress ¢ Template Hierarchy ¢ XML-BPC Support in

+ Understanding the WordPress
SODEH RESOURCES WordPress Loop ¢ Enable Sending

£ Community portal Beferrers

*

Customizing the
S Current events WordPress Loop + Protection From

£rRecent changes

] : + Conditional Ta Harvesters

srRandorn page Alohabetis >
srHelp + Using Custom Fields ¢ Alphabetizing Posts

LIETAT]

If you are a WordPress theme or plug-in developer, you can publish your work
in the plug-in or theme section of Codex, from where other people can find these
updates. WordPress Codex is an interesting place for WordPress geeks.

WordPress comes with a great repository of themes and plug-ins that are contributed
by its huge user community. Codex itself is the best place where you can find
answers to almost every type of question regarding WordPress.

WordPress also maintains regular gatherings and meet-ups on its IRC channel. If you
want to participate just join #WordPress channel in irc. freenode.net with your
favorite IRC client. You will find many developers and can talk to them directly. This
is really great fun.

Posting and Participating in WordPress
Forum

Whenever you have problems to which you find no answer in Codex, you can go
directly to the community forum and post your problem there. While posting just
keep in mind that you should tag your post with relevant keywords so that other
people who encounter the same type of problem can find it easily.
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To post problems in the WordPress community, you have to register a free account.
You can visit the URL http://wordpress.org/support/register.php and give
your name, email address, and other optional things while registration. If you
succeed, you will receive a password delivered to your mailbox. You can log in with
that password and username to this community.

WordPress Support » Register
Registration
— Profile Information

A password will be mailed to the email address you provide. Make sure to
whitelist our dormain Chttp://wordpress.org) so the confirmation email doesn't
get caught by any filters.

*
Username:

Email*:

|
|
Website: |
|
|
|

Location:

Occupation:

Interests:

i . n
These iterns are required.

—Mailing Lists

Suhbscribe to announcerment list (a few messages a vear)

[ Register> |

If you go to the WordPress support forums at http://wordpress.org/support,
then you will find the following categories. Just select a category for your problem
and post in that category. If you post in the wrong category, there are severe chances
that you won't get a proper reply.

FORUMS

MAIN THEME TOPICE POSTSE

Installation — Problems with getting it running. 5,661 30,615
How-Teo and Troubleshooting — once it's running 26,369 129,538
Thernes and Templates — ¥HTML and CSS 8,503 37,096
Plugins and Hacks — Extensions and modifications 7481 43,837
Requests and Feedback — Feature requests; criticism. 2,308 11,036
Your WordPress — strut your stuff, 2,625 15,185
Miscellaneous — almast everything else. 2,762 15,422
2.0 Beta — For discussing the 2.0 Beta 329 1,941
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Finding Themes for WordPress

There are thousands of theme developers for WordPress and most of their work
free for public use. They all use some specific repository to publish their themes.
The best source of themes and plug-ins is Codex. Let us look at the following URLs

for themes:

o (Codex athttp://codex.wordpress.org/Using Themes/Theme List

\ ‘)WORDPRESS

HOME ABOUT EXTEND Docs BLOG SUPPORT HOSTING DO MLOAD

DOCUMENTATION

frHome Page
ZrwWordPress Lessons

£ Getting Started

g working with WordPress
g Design and Layout

o Aadvanced Topics

£t Troubleshooting

£t Developer Docs

o About WordPress

CODEX RESOURCES

USING THEMES/THEME LIST

There are many places online to obtain new themes for WordPress. Here is a short list of themes.

Note: If you add your theme to this list, please verify that your theme will suceessfully install on a
frash WordPress installation. The link to the Theme must feature a link to the demo and/or
sereenshots of the various page wiews and features, and a dewnloadable file of the Therne. Pleaze add

the license under which themes are releaszed and add kevword descriptions to vour Theme's

listing. For meore information on the eriteria for inclusion and promotion of your WordPress Theme
ze2 Promoting Your Theme. Themes that do not comply will be removed.

One Colhmuan TABLE OF CONTENTS [hide]

Almodovar + Public 1 One Column

Clean, white and red theme by 3parancid. Rel d 2 Two Columns
£t Community portal 3 Three Columns
under GPL.
£ Current events A Murdock 4 Four Columns
ZrRecent changes 7}1 d minimali le. Sidsh b £ 5 Unique
= Random page white and rminirmalist style. bidebar at bottom o 6 Localized Themes
el page and clear style. By IG. 7 Theme Packs
Ambiru Dark 8 Widget-Readv Themes
Clean, dark mod of the Ambiru theme by Fhu Ly, g Admin Themes
HOSTEDR B 1 1 1
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e Alex King's theme repository at http://alexking.org

Blog | Proj

Featured Projects

[ #8BEER 08 | Tasks Pro™
Folished multi-user web-based,
al hierarchical task manager with
,1{1"?»' tagging and mare
y eosshdORE Tasks
; Personal web-based task manager

Use Tasks
A hosted subscription service for
Tasks Pro™ & Tasks

ar WordPress Plugins
Modifications and add-ons for
WordPress

WordPress Themes
Framn the 2004 WardPress Theme
Competition

o WL =S PHP Tag Engine
sted e An open source tagging library for

cor.

PHP applications

About Alex King

I've been self-employed as an
independent developer since I moved
from the Biay Area to Denver,
Colorado in January 2004, My
background is in web development
and user interface design. I primarily
work on my development projects
though I do take on occasional
contract work,

Font size: A E A A

About This Site

This is the personal web site of
Alex King, an independent
developer based in Denver,
Colorado USA, More..,

Besides my cormputer related
activities, [ keep busy with a variety of sports and Ads
activities, Golf and volleyball are the sports of choice e
these days. I'm also a rusty guitar player and an

amateur photographer,

\v

Latest Blog Post £ PERFORMANCING
PARTNERS
Quote of the Night ﬂ

Posted int General

Advertise Here

The guote of the night at tonight’s Denver Tech
Meetup comnes to us from Peter Williarns: \VMVER]SE Here

Give me text and set me free,

These are Text Link Ads:

That's just beaging to be put on a t-shirt, Cork Flooring

e Blogging Pro theme list at

http://www.bloggingpro.com

News, plugins and themes for blogging applications

downloaded, and rendered in under that four second win
hiow many potential visitors your blog is loosing out on.

Akarmnai and Jupiterresearch recently ran a study dealing
also useful to us blog operators,

Baged on the feedback of 1,058 online choppers that were su;
first half of 2006, JupiterResearch offers the following anal

3 BLOGGINGPRO

categories recent comments
= November 9th, 2006
o Advertising £ Matt:
 Blog Desian 7 Font's are too hig...
. f o Blog Statistics £ pavid Krug:
Optimize to Four Seconds or Lose e 0 Thanks forthe mention.
1T o Blogger Tools £ 30hn Evans... _
Visitors st il S T ut i
Posted by David as Blog Statistics, Blog Design at 12:11 PM EST o Blogaing Sense
Blogaing T £ pavid:
! EAGK TG ' Hey John, Glad you
1t Innks like four seconds is considered the average cut-off mark now for getting o Blogaing Tools enjoyed it
something readqbl_e_cln the sCreen of your visitors, before they stop waiting a_nd ' Blogging: How To 2 starked SF...:
move on, 50 optimizing your site is ever more impartant, even with the adoption o BlogainaPro News '[...] Blogaing Pro: The
of broadband around the waorld, vou still need to make sure your site can be 5 General Risa and

to find this four second conclusion, but that does not mean that the statistic isn't o Press Releases

search

search on bloggingpro

\:.1] RSS Feed ERSS by Technorati &RSS by Feedburner

dowr, or who knows . 2 Daily Blog— -
bl 01 havent iVIEW the entire comme
o Movable Type Mews Blacklist

i » i ' Movable Type Tools
with e-commerce sites 8 3ohn Evans

7 Sensible and measured
o QuickLinks argurnents, David
o WordPress Hacks espedially
s WordPress News & Debojit:

rveyed during the > WordPress Plugins CVHigood news. I have put
Fis: o~
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e Themes at http://www.themes.wordpress.net

14 RESPONSES

Download (205) Download (8z) Download {705)

Test run Test run Test run

Rating: 3 Rating: Mot rated et Rating: 4.5
s R

Download {768) Download (482) Download {176}
Test run Test run Test run
Rating: 5 Bating: Mot rated wet Rating: 2.5
e .

e You will also find some themes developed by me at
http://hasin.wordpress.com/my-wordpress-themes/
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The Storyteller

My Wordpress Themes

Meteora
| have developed a new theme for wordpress, meteora. here is a screenshot of it

Download Meteora here © download

This file includes the banner photoshop file and necessary fonts. hawve a nice

blogging time.

StoryTeller:

| designed my first wordpress theme last night. It took 5 hrs. Started at 9PM and
went to bed at 2:154M. | tested it in firefox and internet explorer. Its is completely
div and css based design. | didnt use any table. here is a screenshot of this file.

preview of storteller:

Download stondeller: StoryTeller theme for Wordpress 1.5

About Me =

Zend

Certified

i am hasin hayder. currenthy
waorking as a developrment engineer
in pageflakes [td and as aweb
application developer in

sornewhers in. 1 am an apen
source ehthusiast fram
bangladesh. i am a zend certified
engineer. i also maintain the
largest php user group phpexperts
here in bangladesh.

OpenSource CMS Award »

F‘sf% number one
My Book =
Srmarty PHP Ternplate

Programirming and Applications
[ W 5

If you want to develop themes, then the following URL is the best tutorial you

can have:

e UrbanGiraffe at:

http://www.urbangiraffe.com/2005/04/12/themeguidel/1/
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UrbanGiraffe

Ancther way of sticking your neclk out

Contacte  Pluging  Themes  Travel

Dissection of a WordPress theme: Part 1

Fosted on April 12th, 2005 inWordPress,

Life as a WordPress blogger has become remarkably easy. If vou can hold Translation:
a mouse and follow instructions then wou're moast of the way towards '
carving out your own niche on the internet. & fresh installation gives you a [ ] 12200

powerful and attractive systemn with minimal effart, and with a little luck you = * [ @ |Japanese

can be hlogging in under half an hour. * & POF

To be informed about the arrival of new themes always visit the themes section in
Codex and see the themes marked as new.

Finding Plug-Ins and WordPress News

Plug-ins are the most exciting feature of WordPress. They are small pieces of
code that can be managed from the administration panel. The WordPress plug-in
management system is so flexible that if you upload your plug-ins in the plug-

in folder, you will immediately get access to them via the plug-in section of the
administration panel. You can also activate and de-activate them instantly.

WordPress plug-ins are basically meant to extend WordPress features. For example,
if you want to add a photo gallery and a photo management system in conjunction
with the world's best photo-sharing system Flickr (http://www.£flickr.com), you
can use FAlbum. You can syndicate RSS in your post using RSS processor plug-ins,
which we will develop later in Chapter 9. You can do almost everything you want to
do by using these plug-ins.

The best sources of plug-ins available over the net are the following:

e The plug-ins at http://wp-plugins.net
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WordPress
PLUGIN DATABASE 2,0 prugin Feed | Lite version |

GHIEVS Available Plugins Weekly Top 5

Advanced WYSIWYG
Editor (420)
Downloads Suite {221)
¥ideo Blogger Plugin
for WordPress {183)
Banner Admin {164)
Contact Form ][ {161}

2006-09-30
Welcome to wersion 2,0 of
wp-pluginz.net, Lotz of
testing and improving still
needed, but slowly getting
there.. &z zuch, no point
contacting us with bug
reports for now [chances
are, we may be working on
thern already), but any sort
of patch and code
contributions are always
warmly welcome, of
course,

Popular plugins

+ Coming soon

Add your Plugin

A huge thanks to all those
who contributed to thiz
new version: Emil
Stenstrom, Andrevs
Krespanis, Geoff Eby 2
Ame Brachhold,

Plugin submission page (make sure
to read the FAQ first),

e The plug-ins at http://codex.wordpress.org/Plugins

Codex tools: Creste an account or lag in

\LYY WORDPRESS

HOME ABOUT EXTEND Docs BLOG SUPPORT HOSTING DOWNLOAD

PLUGINS

Introduction e TABLE OF CONTENTS [hide]
DOCUMENTATION
4+ Home Pags Plugins are tools to extend the functionality of WaordPress. The core of %‘mnd Repositories
o WordPress Lessons WordPress is designed to be lean, to mazimize flezibility and minimize code Default plugins
5 Getting Started bloat. Plugine offer custorn functions and featurss so that each user can tailor 1 WordPress Plugins List
7 Working with WordPrass their site to their specific needs.
£ Design and Layout 4.1 Plugins by category
s Advanced Topics Flugins are available only for WordPress wersion 1.2 and above.
# Troubleshooting 4.1.1 Administration
4 Developer Docs For information on downloading, installing, upgrading, troubleshooting, and 4.1.2 Business and Monetizing
& About WordPress rnanaging your WordPress Plugins, see Managing Plugins. 4.1.9 Design, Lavout and Styles
- 0 .1.4 Graphics, Video, and Sound
ODEX RESOURSES Plugin Lists and Repositories e 44_1_45 Li,.f;
7 Carnrnunity portal 4.1.6 Odds and Ends

+ Codex List of Plugins, further down on this page

# Current events 4.1.7 Qutside Information

# Recent changes + wp-plugins.net 4.1.8 Posts
% Random page » wpplugins.org

% Help . . ;
+ wp-plugins.org 4.2 Plugins with their own pages

HOSTED BY + redalt.com Download Interface

+ Blogging Pro Plugins List
+ JohnTP's Plugins List

“Yahoo Hosting
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There are several sites where news and events about WordPress are published daily
or as soon as they are available. Moreover, there are several sites where you can find

news about themes and plug-ins. The following are three up-to-date news sources of
WordPress.

e Blogging Pro at http://bloggingpro. com, the screenshot of which we have
seen earlier in this chapter

e WordPress Station at http://wpstation.com

brushed metal code comments < |search tags (new)

photoblog plugins
aviga tags Technorati : e
<~ Navigation
traffic t - two column
Home
Blog Hosting
% Colophaon

Site Statistics

WordPreEestation™

= About

Google Sitemap Generator 3 Beta .
Bringing you news and

JANUARY 6TH, 2006 updates on the hest
hold and brightest
Updated with numerous features, including better compatibility and interaction with wWordPress plugins,
other plugins, password protected posts can be excluded, and many many more, themes, and
T LS announcements,

TECHNORATI TAGS: &0 E SITE Map,
, Choose a
Simply Cute Theme ~ Theme
community_green

JANUARY 6TH, 2006
%_hlog

e And of course, Codex

Moreover, if you want to keep yourself up to date about new or upgraded releases
of WordPress, you can sign in to its mailing list from the download page. When
you subscribe, you will receive all upcoming news directly into your mailbox as
the WordPress newsletter. Just notice that there is a mailing list subscribing system
available at the bottom of the page (http://wordpress.org/download/). This
feature really comes handy to keep yourself notified.
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Summary

In this chapter, you have been made familiar with blogging and different types of
blogging software. You have also seen the major benefits of using WordPress over
other blog engines. WordPress is solely devoted to blogging, but you can also use it
as a complete CMS with minimal hassle. Moreover, you will gain a lot of popularity
with the WordPress community, if you develop themes and plug-ins. In the next
chapter, we will discuss how to grab WordPress, set it up, and kick-start blogging.
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Getting Started with
WordPress

In the last chapter, you learned about blogging, its types, and the necessary blogging
terms. This chapter will guide you through the process of setting up WordPress and
customizing the basic features. WordPress is very small in size, easy to install, and
easy to administer. This chapter will show you the different processes for installing
WordPress and for setting it up.

WordPress is available in easily-downloadable formats from its website at
http://wordpress.org/download/. Currently, WordPress version 2.0.5 is available
for download. WordPress is a free open-source application, which means you need
not pay a single penny for whatever purpose you use it. WordPress is released under
the GNU General Public License (GPL). If you are not familiar with the popularity
statistics of WordPress, here is an exciting piece of news for you. The previous stable
version of WordPress (version 1.5) had been downloaded more than 900,000 times.
The recent version 2.0 has already been downloaded more than 1,316,092 times till
the time of writing this book.

There is also a different version of WordPress with a multi-user blogging flavor,

i.e. several users can maintain their blog separately with a single installation of
WordPress. They can register and maintain their blogs independently of one another.
This special version of WordPress is neither stable nor mature enough. Moreover,

it is not officially supported. This version of WordPress is known as WordPress

MU or WordPress multi user. In this chapter, we will only cover the installation of
WordPress; however, we will discuss WordPress MU in Chapter 10.



Getting Started with WordPress

Registering a Free Blog at WordPress.com

WordPress.com (http://www.wordpress.com) is a hosted service of the WordPress
developers where you can register your blog for free. As it is a hosted service,

you may not get complete freedom for doing all the things that are possible in a
blog hosted by yourself. Especially, in WordPress.com you cannot upload your
own theme or edit it unless you pay for it. However, even without that specific
feature, WordPress.com is a great place to maintain your personal blog. I also have
maintained my personal blog at WordPress.com for a long time. You can find my
blog at http://hasin.wordpress.com.

@WORDPRESS Home Tags Join

Join ower 331 thousand other

WordPress.com is an easy and powerful bloggers...
wav to start blogging,
Get a WordPress
Blog now »
Why Blog?
* It's Free! Already have an
e All the cool kids are. account?
s Connect with an audience of Username:

dozens to millions.
+ Stop sending mass emails to

evervone.
s [l Remember me

¢ Archive vour thoughts. Loain

+ Why the heck not?

Password:

To register your free blog, click on the Get a WordPress Blog Now link at the
top-right corner. You will be redirected to the following page:
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Get vour own WordPress com account in seconds

Fill out this one-step form and you'll be blogging seconds later!

Username:

(Must be at least 4 characters, letters and numbers only.)
Email Address:
(We'll send vour password to this address, so triple-check it}

Legal flotsam: [] T have read and agree to the fascinating terms of service.

® Gimnme a blog! (Like username wordpress.com)
© Just a usernarne, pleaze.

Next »

Type your desired username and email address. Please be sure to check the license
agreement checkbox as well as the Gimme a blog! checkbox.

After providing this information and clicking on the Next button, WordPress will ask
for your Blog Domain, Blog Title, and Language as shown in following screenshot.
You can also check if it's a private blog or not. Please notice that you cannot change
the blog domain later. So be sure before submitting.

Blog Domain: — '
.wordpress.com

(Your address will be domain.wordpress.com. It must be
at least g characters, letters and numbers only. It cannot be
changed so choose carefully!)

Blog Title:

Language: What language will you be primarily blogging in?

en-English v

Privacy: [# I would like my blog to appear in search engines like Google

and Technorati, and in public listings around WordPress.com.
Signup »

After providing this information and clicking on Signup, you will successfully
register your blog in WordPress.com. However, remember that WordPress.com
will send you an email with an activation link in it. You must click on it in order to
activate your blog.
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Installing WordPress Manually

As I said before, WordPress can be downloaded for a manual installation, which is
extremely easy and requires no previous programming skills or advanced blog-user
experience. It's simply some kind of ready-set-go type of blogging engine where
you can easily start even if you are blogging for the first time. For the automatic
installation, we will discuss how to set it up with the different administration tools
available in cPanel.

First of all, download WordPress from its website at http://wordpress.org/
download/. It is available in both Gzip (tar.gz) and ZIP (. zip) format. Take a look
at the following screenshot in which the download links are available on the right
side; you may download either of them. If you are using Windows XP or Linux
operating systems, you don't need to have any unzipping utility for extracting.
Windows XP and later versions can directly extract files from compressed ZIP files.
You will also get a built-in extraction facility if you are using Linux.

@) WORDPRESS

HOME ABOUT EMTEND DOCs BLOG SUPPORT HOSTING DOWHNLOAD

[ SEARCH »

DOWNLOAD WORDPRESS 2

The latest stable releass of WeordPreze (Version 2.0)

o Stable Download : i 2 X
is available in two formats from the links to your

& Bets Releases 5 OWN OA

& Mightly Builds right. If you have no idea what to do with this D e L = D
& Subversion Access dewnload, we recornmend signing up with one of ZIP

o Dowenload Counter our web hosting partners that offers 2 one click

install of WordPress or getting a free account on

WordPress.com.

DOWNLOAD

Wa've got information en installation and
upgrading if you riead it. If the admin laoks a littla

scrambled after you upgrade just make sure to hit
F& to relead and get the new styling.

RELEASE NOTIFICATION

We've got a handy mailing list that we send a
friandly ressage to whenever there's a new stable
releasa for you to enjoy. You can join using the form

balowr:

WordFress Announcements:
amail ain
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Before installing WordPress, please check the minimal requirements. You must
have a web server that supports PHP. The best web server that you can count on
is Apache. For PHP, you must have at least version 4.2 or later installed on your
machine. WordPress will also run with PHP 5.x.x series without any problem.
Besides, you require a MySQL database server; you must have at least MySQL
version 3.23.23 or later installed on your machine. You may also have a local

or remote MySQL server with complete privileges to create tables required for
WordPress. If your web server meets all these requirements, it is surely ready to
proceed further. Let us take a look at these minimum requirements once again.
Apache mod_rewrite is also required for a user-friendly URL.

Apache mod_rewrite is installed by default in most web
hosting accounts. If you are hosting your own account, you
can enable mod_rewrite by modifying the Apache web
_ server configuration file. You can check the URL http://
% www.tutorio.com/tutorial/enable-mod-rewrite-
L on-apache to know how to enable mod_rewrite on your
web server. If you are running on shared hosting, then ask
your system administrator to install it for you. However,
it is more likely that you already have it installed on your
hosting account.

Let us download the archive (either in . zip or .tar.gz format) of WordPress.
Besides the remote installation of WordPress, I strongly suggest installing a local
version as well. If you plan to develop themes or plug-ins, testing and deploying
them directly to the remote server may require more time than testing and deploying
them locally. Let us try the remote installation. If you extract the WordPress ZIP file,
it will look something like this:
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) wordpress g@
:{r

File Edit Wew Favortes Tools  Help

O~ ©Q I % OE F¥XY I

address |I[2) C\apacheztriadibtdocsiwordpress ] Go

|)compat @ p-rdf.php

File and Folder Tasks ¥ | D)wp-admin @ wp-register.php
| wp-content @B yp-rss2.php

Other Places & [Cwp-inchudes @B wip-rss.php
,@]readme.html @ p-settings.php

=) hidocs @®index.php @8 p-trackback.php

B My Documents @®rpe.php @ xrolrpe.inc, php

) Shared Documents @ vp-atom.php @ xmirpe.php

‘J My Computer @B vp-blog-header . php @8 mlrpc_wrappers.inc.php

@ vip-comments-post,php @ ®xmlrpes.inc. php
@ vip-commentsrsse,php [Z] license. bxt

@B vp-config.php

@B vp-config-sarmple. php

!’.J My Mebwork Places

Details &

@ vip-feed.php
v\fordpress & vup-links-oprl . php
File Folder @B wp-login.php
Date Modified: Wednesday, @D vup-mail.php

il ber 08, 2006, 11:47 AM
DT U ! @B vip-pass.php

29 objects 278 KE ¢ My Computer

*  Just note that there is a readme . html file inside this folder

that gives you a very good introduction to many different
features of WordPress.

Now we need to upload all these files to our website using any FTP client. There are
several FTP clients available on the Internet for free usage (or as a shareware). Here
we will use Filezilla (http://filezilla.sourceforge.net/) as an FTP client to
connect to our FTP server and then upload these files. Following is a step-by-step
guide to the installation process.

You can also use the popular web-based FTP applications
Net2FTP at http://www.net2ftp.com or Web2FTP

> athttp://web2ftp.com Using these packages, you

% can upload archives from the Internet and they will
Vs . . .

automatically uncompress the archive. I found it really
useful, because now I can always stay in touch with my
FTP server without installing any desktop application.
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Step 1. Connect to your FTP Server

Using any FTP client, just connect to your FIP server and open the folder where you
want to upload these files. I am using Filezilla as an FTP client here. After connecting
to your FTP server, you will see the following window. (I am uploading my file in

phpxperts.com in the testwp folder.)

v

Local Site: |C:\waackup\ + | | Remate Site: |wawz’testwpz’
=1\ wpBackup || Filename - Filesize:
i comp;t .
+-7) wp-admin ) egi-bin
+1-{ ) wp-conkent ==
+- 7 wp-includes e
Filename 7 Filesize | Filetype (s
1
|hcompat File Folder
|hwp-adrin File Folder
|Z)wp-content File Falder
[)wp-includes File Folder
@inday rhn Q8 DHD Hunarkey Y
< <

Filg)# |

File:

On the left side, you will see the files from your local folder, and on the right side,

you will see your remote folder.

Step 2: Upload the Files

Just locate the extracted WordPress files on your local machine from the left pane
and drag all of them onto the right pane. You will see that all these files have been

queued to be uploaded.
Laocal Site:|E:\waackuD\ + | | Remate Site: | Avwanmdtestmpd Ev3
=120 wpBackup #| | Filename ~ Filesize | File|# |
1) compat .
#-2) wp-admin |)cgi-bin File
D WD_FDTtht .v: |2 wp-admin File
¥ - L3
(O wp-includes ~— | I[Ziwp-content File
Filename  + Filesize | Filetype | | D wp-inchudes File
.. | ®®index.php 95 PHF
[Cjcompat File Falder readme. html G160 HTM
(C)wp-admin File Folder @ vop-atom.php 2031 PHF
[CSJwp-content File Folder [, @ wp-blog-header.php 759 PHR,
— . L ] . A PR <
< > <
Selected 4 folders and 25 files with 285438 bytes., 4 Folders and 19 files with 96117 bytes,
Local Filename Size | Ditection | Remoke Filename He|# |
CiwpBackupcompatiarray_key_exist... 2173 - Jwaftestwpfcompatfarray _key_exis... php
Connecting tao phpxperts.net ...
C:wpBackupicompatis_a.php 1814 EE 54 Tvavaftestwpicompatfis_a.php phe
Connecting to phpxperts.net ...
CtwpBackuphcompatiis_callable.php 1901 S ] Teauftestwpfcompatfis_callable.php php
C:\wpBackuphcompatis_scalar.php 1505 S ] Tewvawftestwpfcompatfis_scalar.php php
CiiwpBackuphcompativar export.ph 4172 EEY Twanftestwpfcompatvar_export.php  php
i \wpBackupicompativersion_compare. php 6306 i Tewanaftestwpfcompatfversion_compar. .. php
C:YwpBackupiwp-admintadmin-header... 3092 EE 54 Jvnwaftestwpwp-adminfadmin-heade... php
C:ywpBackupiwp-admintwp-admin, css 15047 EE 54 Tvavwftestwpiwp-adminfwp-admin.css  phifs
< 3
Ready

File transfer will then start automatically.
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Step 3: Install

Now it's time to install WordPress. For example, I just uploaded all my files at the
URL http://www.phpxperts.net/WordPress. So this is going to be the URL of my
WordPress blog. If you access your WordPress URL via your browser, it will look
like this:

3 Mozilla Firefox |Z||E|E|
File Edit ‘Yiew Go Bookmarks Tools  Help 0

Q‘E hd L[,:’ N @I |;| @ @ ||_| hiktps filocalhost frac V| @ G0 “Q, |

Google :‘?’: Apache2TriadCP | | Zephyr | | phpMyadmin

x Disabler E:} 35T ,*.:ﬁ Forms™ #3 ImagesT @ Information™ Miscellaneous™ gz outline C# Resize

There doesn't seetn to be a wp-config. php He. ITneed this before we can get started.
Meed more help? We got it You can create a wp—config. phyp file through a web
interface, but this doesn't work for all server setups. The safest way 15 to manually create
the file.

Dane

It says that you need to configure a file named wp-config.php before proceeding
further. Open the WordPress folder and find the file named wp-config-sample.php.
You have to rename this file as wp-config. php and modify its content. However,
keep a backup of the original wp-config-sample.php file somewhere else for in
case of problems. Don't worry; you need not be a PHP programmer for editing this
file. Just open this file with a simple editor like VI or Notepad. The following is an
example of the original wp-config.php file:

<?php

// ** MySQL settings ** //

define ('DB_NAME', 'WordPress'); // The name of the database
define ('DB_USER', 'username'); // Your MySQL username

define ('DB_PASSWORD', 'password'); // and password

define ('DB_HOST', 'localhost'); // 99% chance you won't need to

change this value

// You can have multiple installations in one database if you give
each a unique prefix

Stable prefix = 'wp ';
// Only numbers, letters, and underscores please!

// Change this to localize WordPress. A corresponding MO file for the
chosen language must be installed to wp-includes/languages.

// For example, install demo to wp-includes/languages and set WPLANG
to 'de' to enable German language support.
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define ('WPLANG', '');

/* That's all, stop editing! Happy blogging. */

define ('ABSPATH', dirname( FILE ).'/');
require once (ABSPATH. 'wp-settings.php') ;
?>

There are several parameters for setting up a successful connection to the MySQL
database. You now have to modify them so that they match the original settings
of your MySQL database. If you already have a web hosting account, then you
probably know the MySQL database details (i.e. database name, username, and
password) for your account. If you don't have this data, please contact your web
host providers for it. If you have cPanel in your web hosting account, you may
create databases from the MySQL administration panel (depending on how many
databases you can create for your hosting account). We will now discuss how to
create a database from cPanel.

Well, it's not mandatory that you need cPanel in your
» hosting account to create databases. Sometimes it is also
possible to create databases using Ensim, HSphere, or
’ Plesk. If you have shell or secured shell access, you can
achieve this functionality by giving commands.

To create a database from cPanel, log into cPanel and click on the "MySQL database"
icon. You will get a page showing the details of your database entries. In this

page, you will see a portion where you can create new databases as shown in the
following screenshot:

User: % | Cb: ¥

Privileges! ALL I:' ALTER |:| CREATE TEMPORARY TABLES I:' CREATE I:' DELETE

D DROP D SELECT D IMSERT D UPDATE D REFEREMCES I:‘ IMDER D LK
TABLES

Add User to Db

Db: testwp Add Db

Just enter the name of your database and click on the Add Db button; it will be created
instantly. If database creation is successful, you will get the following confirmation:
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MySQL Account Maintenance

Database Created
Added the databasze test_wp.

If you click on the Go Back link, you will reach the previous page where your
database is listed in the available Db drop-down box. Now the next task is to create a
user and assign that user to your database.

Enter a username and password into the text field and click on the Add User button.
You will get a confirmation after successfully creating a user.

UserMarme:

Fazsword:

Aadd User

Let us assign full privilege to this newly created user of the database that you just
created. Select the newly created user from the User drop-down list and the database
from the Db list. Please ensure that you have marked the checkbox for All. Finally,
click on the Add User to Db button, and that's it!

Uzer: | phpxpert_test w |Db: | phpxpert_testwp

Privileges: ALL D ALTER I:‘ CREATE TEMPORARY TABLES D CREATE D DELETE

D DROR D SELECT D IMNSERT D UPDATE D REFEREMCES D INMDER D LOCK
TABLES

Aadd User to Db

Ob: add Db

You can use this data for a custom WordPress installation.

If you are testing a WordPress installation on your local PHP, Apache, and MySQL
installation, please log into your MySQL client and execute the following command
to create a database:

mysqgl> create database wp;
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D:‘apache2triadimysqlAbinimysqgl.exe

Enter passuord: eeex

Welcome to the MySQL monitor. Commands end with ; or “Ng.

Your MySQL connection id iz 2 to server version: 4.1.14-nt-log
Type "help;’ or ““h’ for help. Type *“c’' to clear the buffer.

mysgl> create database wp;

After creating the database, modify the wp-config.php file with the proper
parameters. Actually, all we change here are the database parameters. For my
machine, the wp-config.php file after modification looks like this:

<?php

// ** MySQL settings ** //

define ('DB_NAME', 'wp'); // The name of the database

define ('DB_USER', 'hasin'); // Your MySQL username

define ('DB_PASSWORD', 'WordPress!@#$%'); // ...and password

define ('DB_HOST', 'localhost'); // 99% chance you won't need to

change this value

// You can have multiple installations in one database if you give
each a unique prefix

Stable prefix = 'wp_ '; // Only numbers, letters, and underscores
please!

// Change this to localize WordPress. A corresponding MO file for the
chosen language must be installed to wp-includes/languages.

// For example, install demo to wp-includes/languages and set WPLANG
to 'de' to enable German language support.

define ('WPLANG', '');
/* That's all, stop editing! Happy blogging. */

define ('ABSPATH', dirname(__FILE__).'/');
require once (ABSPATH. 'wp-settings.php') ;

?>
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If you have only one MySQL database in your web-
hosting account and you don't have permission to create
more, then the Stable prefix settingin wp-config.
,  php is extremely helpful. For WordPress installation, this

setting is used as a prefix for each table name; so there are
no conflicts in between the existing tables and the newly
created tables. By changing this setting, you can install as
many WordPress installations as you want using a single
MySQL database.

Note that I did not make any changes after the fifth line. Now again locate the
WordPress URL via your browser. It now looks something like the following
screenshot. Here, you will get a link to install.php.

) Mozilla Firefox
Filz Edit Miew Go Bookmarks Tools Help

|Gl Google [¥] ApachezTriadce [ Zephwr || phpbyAdmin
3 Dissbler 57 C55+ 5 Formse 7 Images~ @ Information 5] Miscellaneous~ 22 Outiner T8 Resizer & Tools

It doesn't look like you've mstalled WP yet Try running install php.

Dong

Click on this install.php hyperlink. It will redirect you to the following
installation page:

@WORDPRESS

Welcorme to WordPress installation. We're now going to
go through a few steps to get vou up and running with
the latest in peraonal publishing platformes. You may
want to peruse the Readbe documentation at your

lejzure,

First Step »

WordDress, personal publishing platform.
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Proceed further by clicking on First Step. This will redirect you to a page where you
have to insert some basic settings about your blog.

) worpPrESs

First Step

Before we begin we need a little bit of information.
Don't worry, you can always change these later.

Wweblog \1y First Blog

title:

Your

eemail: myemall@mydomaln.org|

Double-check that email address before continuing.

| Continue to Second Step » |

WordPress, personal publishing platform.

Fill out the Weblog title and Your e-mail fields properly. The weblog title will be the
title of your blog, and for all communication purposes WordPress will use this email
address to communicate with you. So you must provide a valid email address. Now
it's time to click and go to the second step. Do it and you will see something like the
following screenshot:

@WORDPRESS

Second Step

Now we're going to create the database tables and fill them with some
default data.

Finished!
ow you can log in wi e username "adwin" and password "3sea£s",
N 1 th th " " and a" "

Nate that password carefully! It is a random password that was
generated just for you. If you lese it, you will have to delete the tables from
the database yourself, and re-install WordPress. So to review:

Username
admin

Password
3564£E

Login address

wp-login.php

Were you expecting more steps? Sorry to disappoint. All done! o)
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If you reach the page above, you have installed WordPress successfully in your
hosting account. Just note that this page gives you an auto-generated password for
your admin account. For my installation, it is 3564ff as you can see in the screenshot.
This page also contains the link to the admin panel of your WordPress installation as
wp-login.php. For later use, just note that you can get access to the admin panel via
the URL http://your WordPress installation path/wp-login.php.

Installing WordPress from the cPanel

We will now learn how to install WordPress automatically via Fantastico in cPanel
and then log into the WordPress admin panel. There is no guarantee that you have
Fantastico in your cPanel because it is a value-added service. Just log into your
cPanel, and search for the word Fantastico. If you have it, you will find it. Follow
these steps to get WordPress automatically installed on your hosting account.

Firstly, click on Fantastico. The following screenshot is a typical view of Fantastico
after you get in. Note that you will find WordPress in the Blogs section of Fantastico.
To start the automated installation, click on WordPress.

cPanel X

CFANEL 10

Fantastico

B Use Fantastico to autormatically install any of the scripts listed on
8 Fantastico Home the left, Installing any script will use one of your available MepSQL
Control Panel Home databazes, Rermoaoving any script will free up one of your used
MySGL databases,

b2evolution
Hucleus
pMachine Free
WordPress
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Next, click on New Installation.

WordPress

WordPress

Short description: WordPress is a personal publizhing tool with
focus on aesthetics and featuring cross-blog tool, password
protected posts, importing, typographical niceties, multiple
authars, baokrarklets,

Homepage: httpi/fwordpress, orgd

WordPress support forum
[We are not aszaciated with the suppart forum)

New Installaton (1.5.2)
Disk space required: 1,52 MB
Dizk space available: 2995.5 MB

The screenshot opposite shows the page filled with sample data. If you want to
enable blogging by email, then you have to fill out the email parameters with valid
data. Please note that the data you give here as Site name will be the title of your
blog. After entering the necessary data, click on Install WordPress.
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WordPress

WordPress

Install WordPress (1/3)

Installation location

Install on domain | phpxperts.com w

Install in directory

Leave ermpty to install in the root directory of the domain [access
example: httpi/fdomain/l

Enter only the directory name to install in a directory (for

http:/ /domain /name/ enter name only), This directory SHOULD
MNOT exist, it will be automatically created!

Admin access data

Administrator-username  best-admin

[you need this to anter
the protected admin
area)

Password (you need this

to enter the protected
admin area)

Base configuration

Adrmin nicknarme ltester |
Adrmin e-mail (your erail -

address] |m3.rerna|| |
Site narne |rn5r site title |

Crescription |

E-mail account configuration

E-rnail account username ltest |

E-rnail account password ltest |

POR/SMTE zarver test] |
POP/SMTP server port

| Install waordrress |

This is the final screen. Just click on Finish Installation to be redirected to the
next page.
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WordPress

Install WordPress (2/3)

The MySQL databasze and MySQL user phpxpert_wirdp vill be
created and uzed for this installation,

- %ou chaze to install in the dormain phpxperts.com, in a
subdirectary called testep,
- The access URL will be: hitp:/ /phpxperts.com /testwp.

Click on Finish installation to continue,

Finish installation

In the following page, you have to enter a valid email address. The details of your
WordPress installation will be mailed to that address.

WordPress

Install WordPress (3/3)

Jhome /phpxpert /public_html /wp Svrp -config.php configured
S/home /phpxpert/public_html /wp /data.sgl configured

Please notice:

We only offer auto-installation and auto-configuration of
WordPress but do not offer any kind of support

You need a username and 3 password to enter the admin area,
Your usernarne is test, Your password is test The full URL to the
adrnin area (Bookmark this!): http:/fphpxperts, comfwpfwp-adming

Back to wordPress overview

Ernail the details of this installation to:

admin@phpxperts.com

Send E-mail

That's all for installing WordPress from cPanel.

Upgrading WordPress from Older
Installations

If you have an older version of WordPress installed and want to upgrade it instead
of making an entirely new installation, the following steps will guide you through:
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As a first step, you must do the following for the security of your databases and files:

1. You must back up your WordPress database. If anything goes wrong while
upgrading (there is a greater chance that everything will go fine), you may
lose your database content.

2. You must back up all your WordPress files in the WordPress directory, even
including the . htaccess file, if present.

3. Verify that these backups are not corrupted and you can use them later when
required. If your Internet connection breaks during the download, you may
have a corrupted file. So always try to check the backups to see whether you
can unzip them.

4. Deactivate all your plug-ins. Deactivating plug-ins is a must, since some
plug-ins may not work with the new coding structure of WordPress and
these plug-ins may cause instability to your new WordPress installation. So
before proceeding further, please ensure that you have already disabled all
your plug-ins from your WordPress admin panel plug-ins section.

Warning: Do not start the upgrade process unless you have
= ensured that the preceding four steps are completed.

To upgrade completely, the following steps have to be performed:

5. Delete your old WordPress files except the following:
° wp-config.php file

o

wp-content folder

o

wp-images folder

o

wp-includes/languages folder

.htaccess file, if you used custom mod_rewrite rules for
your previous WordPress site

6. Upload the new WordPress files to your previous WordPress folder. Some
of the files may be automatically re-written. For now, just allow overwriting
your files.

7. Run the WordPress upgrade and follow the necessary instructions from that
page. You can access the upgrade page from this URL: http://example.
com/wp-admin/upgrade . php.

8. Upgrade your permalink setup to what it was before. If you wrote it in the
.htaccess file, upgrade the .htaccess file according to the previous one.
You have not yet been introduced to managing permalinks; that will come
in the later chapters. You will then understand the importance of this step.
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9. Upgrade your plug-ins and themes. The new WordPress installation may
break backward compatibility for some plug-ins. So plug-in developers may
release new versions of their plug-ins that are compatible with this new
version of WordPress. Just check the plug-ins that work with this version
of WordPress from http://codex.WordPress.org/User:Matt/

2.0 _Plugin Compatibility.
10. Log in to the admin panel and activate your necessary plug-ins.
11. Finally, just ensure that all the features are working well.

We hope that you now have an upgraded version of WordPress running in
your machine.

Basic Troubleshooting during Installation

After the completion of the WordPress installation, you may come across some
basic problems. If there were some problems during installation, you may not
have a proper output. We will discuss some of these problems and help you to
get rid of them in Chapter 10. For now, you can visit the Codex site at
http://codex.WordPress.org for some basic troubleshooting FAQ.

Logging into the Admin Panel

After a successful installation, it's time to get started. Let us log into the admin panel
of WordPress to make some basic configurations. You must do it to get your blog up
and running properly.

You can always log into the WordPress admin panel via the URL
http://your_ WordPress_ installation path/wp-login.php (for example,
www . phpxperts.com/testwp/wp-login.php). You will see the following page:

@WORDPRESS

Username:

Password:

[]Remember me

Login »

« Back to blog  Lost your password?
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On this page, you also get an option to retrieve your lost password. For now, just
enter your username that is by default "admin" and the password that you got
during installation.

The WordPress admin panel displays tons of interesting features in a very structured
way. We will get familiar with them with the passage of time. For now, we will only
stick with those features that are necessary after a successful installation. Following
is a screenshot of the WordPress admin panel that I see just after logging into my
personal blog:

Dashboard ‘Write Manage Links Presentation Plugins Users Options Import E-Mail Ratings

Dashboard [ EE STl ET T

Dashboard

Welcome to WordPress
Use these links to get started: LateSt _-\Ctl\'lt}r

Incoming Links More »

* Write a post ) ) .
* Smashing Magazine | modern magazine for
* Update your profile or change your password web-designers and developers

lan Scatt

Mikhil Sheth Technologies§

Smashing Magazine | modern magazine for
Below is the latest news from the official WordPress web-designers and developers

s Add alink to your blograll

* Change your site’s look or theme

dewvelopment blog, click on atitle to read the full entry. If * PHPGeek
you need help with WordPress please see our great ® Hasan's Weblag
documentation or if that doesn't help visit the suppart ® Hasan's Weblog
forums. * Hasan's Weblog
® Hasan's Weblog
WordPress Development Blog ® Hasan’s Weblog
WordPress 2.0.5 - Ronan — 13 days ago Comments »
Comments in moderation (5) »
It’s new release time. The latest in our venerable 2.0 series, ® asif hugue on other side - the somewhere
which now counts over 1.2 million downloads, is available in... rusic (Edit)
for download immediately, and we suggest everyone ® ipshita on afhar siee = dhe semciem ..
upgrade as this includes security fixes. We're breaking the music (Edit)
tradition of naming releases after jazz musicians to  Samiha Esha on ather side  the someuhers
congratulate Ryan Boren an his new son (and first WP batw) in.. music (edit)

By default, the screen that you see just after login is called Dashboard. Here, you get
some necessary and important information. From the dashboard, you can start basic
things, start comment moderation, and see your recent posts and comments. The
dashboard is a very important feature of WordPress.

Just below your blog title, notice a menu bar with different options like Dashboard,
Write, Manage, and so forth.
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If you remember, during the final stage of manual installation (not from cPanel), you
got a password with the help of which you logged into the admin panel just now. To
keep such a password in mind would be a difficult task for many. So the first thing
we are going to do is change that password into something more easy and readable.

Changing the Password

You can change your login information and password from the Users menu.
Clicking on it, you will get a page where you can change your credentials and
basic information. To change the password, locate the rectangle outlined in the
following screenshot:

Your Profile and Personal Options
Name Contact Info
Usernarne: (no editing) E-mail: (required)
admin myemail@mydomain.org
First name: Website
Last name: Al
Micknare ¥ ahoo 1M:
Display name publicly as labber f Google Talk:
hasin v
About yourself Update Your Password
Share alittle biographical informarion o fill out your profile. This may If wou would like to change your password type a new one twice
be shown publichy. below. Otherwise leave this blank.
Mew Password:
Type it one mare time:

You can change a lot of information from here. Enter your desired new password
and update by clicking the Update Profile button at the bottom-right corner. If you
are successful, you will get a notice saying Profile Updated.

You need to change another important feature in this page. This is how other people
see you in your blog. You can change this setting from the drop-down box named
Display name publicly as. Select admin or your name from it. Just don't let others
see you as your email address, which is the default. This may cause you to get a lot
of spam in your mail box.
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Changing General Blog Information

You may need to change some general blog information like blog title, blog slogan,
and so forth after a successful installation to kick-start blogging. For this, you can
head towards General Options by clicking on the Options menu.

There are many options to play with, but we will only look at those options that are
necessary as basic blog information. Here, you can enter your Weblog title, blog
slogan as Tagline, E-mail address, Membership, New User Default Role, and
Date and Time data. Most of these options are familiar to you except membership
and new user role. WordPress is a blog engine where many users can blog at a
single place if you allow them to write, after being registered. This means that they
don't get a separate blog for themselves, but rather a single place where they can
all contribute. They may have roles and privileges, and they can do a lot of things
according to their roles. So be careful about these two settings.

General Options
Weblog title: My First Blog

Tagline: 3ot angther wardPress weblog
In a few words, explain what this weblog is abour.

WordPress address (URI):  prep://localhost/ vordpress

Blog address {URI):  yrey://1ocalhost/wordpress

I you want your blog homepage to be different than
the directony you installed WardPress in, enter that
address here.

E-mail address: mwyemailldmydomain. org

This address is used only for admin purposes.

Membership: [} Anyone can register

[JUsers must be registered and logged in to comment

Hew User Default Role:

Subscriber v

There are two options available under Membership: one is Anyone Can

Register and another one is Users must be registered and logged in to comment.
The first one indicates that anyone can register in your blog and start having

some fun. They can register themselves into your blog via the URL

http://your WordPress installation path/wp-register.php. If you turn the
first option on, you will see something like the following when you visit that URL:
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@WORDPRESS

Register for this blog
Username:

admin

E-mail:

myemail@mydomain.org

A password will be emailed to you.

Register »

« Back to blog  Login  Lost your password?

If you don't allow public registration, you will get the following page:

Registration Disabled

IUser registration is currently not allowed.
Home

If you don't need multiple users in your blog, it is suggested to turn this feature off
because of possible security breaches. Moreover, this feature is not needed when you
are maintaining your blog by yourself.

There is another setting that works in conjunction with the previous setting. This is
the New User Default Role option, which means what should be the role when a
user registers in your blog. If you allow public registration, just keep the setting as
is, i.e. subscriber. Users as subscribers have minimal control over your blog unless
you promote them to "Administrator", "Editor", "Author", or "Contributor". So by
making them a subscriber when they register in your blog for the first time, you
have less possibility of security breaches. Please ensure that you don't set them as an
administrator, by default, else it might prove disastrous.
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You can also change the date and time settings from the General Options page. Here
UTC time means "Universal Time Coordinated". This is same as GMT or Greenwich
Mean Time. You can set it appropriately according to your time zone. For example, I
live in Bangladesh and it's a +6 GMT timezone. So I would set the time in the Times
in the weblog should differ by field to 6. If you are living in Canada, your timezone
is GMT -6. So you will use -6 for this setting.

Posting your First Post

We have made a lot of settings and gone through several options. Now it's time to
starting blogging. The core of any blog is a post, so you are going to make your first
post. To post content, you can start by going to the dashboard and clicking on Write
a post or you may directly click on Write from the menu bar. Here is what you see
after you get in.

Howdy, admin. [Sign Our, My Account]

V\vl‘lte POSt preview |

Title

Smarty PHP Template Programming and Applications
Fost

B 7 ae|is|iskE S

| E=| 9 i (@)
A step-by-step guide to building PHP web sites and applications using the Smarty templating engine

Path: ul » i v

Save and Continue Editing || Save |

Every post should have a title and some content. There are many other options on
this page, but we will discuss them in more detail in Chapter 4. For now, we will just
write a sample article and post it. Write the title as you want and click on the Publish
button once you are done. Don't worry about the sample post. You can manage

your posts, edit them, or delete them anytime you want. So for now just make a post
to start.

After posting, you can view your blog by clicking on View site in the top bar of the
admin panel, just right after your blog title. You should see something like this:
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My First Blo

Just anath ordPr wehlog

Smarty PHP Template Programming and | [52arch]
Applications Pages

September Gth, 2006 = About

& step-by-step guide to building PHP web sites and applications using Archives

the Smarty templating engine I —

#» Bring the benefits of Smarty to your PHP programming Categories

# Give your designers the power to modify content and layout # Uncategaorized (1)

without PHP programming
Blogroll

# Ruan

# Math

# Alex

# Michel

# Dougal
» Mike

# Donncha

» Produce code that is easier to debug, maintain, and modify

#» Useful for both Smarty developers and users

Posted in Uncategorized | Edit | 1 Comment

The WordPress post page features a rich WYSIWYG (What You See Is What You Get)
editor through which you can post contents in your blog. We will discuss it later in
detail in Chapter 4.

Making a Comment

When you read your blog, you may see many outsiders making comments on your
posts. You may also need to post comment on some of your posts in other blogs.
Here we will discuss how we can make a comment on a specific post. We will
comment on the post we just made.

You will notice a link saying No Comments just below your post. You can post
comments by clicking on it, which will take you to the following page:
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Smarty PHP Template Programming and
Applications

A step-by-step guide to building PHP web sites and applications using
the Smarty termplating engine

* Bring the benefits of Smarty to your PHP programming

s Give your designers the power to modify content and layout
without PHP programming

o Produce code that is easier to debuag, maintain, and modify

e Useful for both Smarty developers and users

Thiz entry was posted on Wednesday, September Gth, 2006 &t 6:09 am and iz filed under
Uncategorized. You can followy any responses to this entry through the RSS 2.0 feed.
“ou can leave a response, of trackback from your owen site. Edit this entry.

Leave a Reply

Logged in as admin, Logout =

[ Subrit Comment ]

Write anything here and submit your comment. If you make a successful comment,
you will see something like this just under the content of your post.

admin Says:
Januany 15th, 2006 at 10:39 pm e

Wow, Hagen and Packt are doing real great stuff
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Retrieving a Lost Password

If you have lost your password and can't get into your admin panel, you can easily
retrieve your password by clicking on the lost your password? button on the login
page. A newly generated password will be instantly mailed to you at the email
address given by you during or after installing WordPress via the General Options
page. So always enter a valid email address; otherwise, it will be a big problem to
retrieve lost passwords.

Summary

You have learned a lot of things from this chapter. Now you are able to install
WordPress, make posts and comment on those posts totally by yourself. You have
also learned how to change different administrative options for your blog. In the
next chapter, we will discuss in detail the features for choosing and installing
themes. In the meantime, play with these fun-filled features that you just learned
about in this chapter.
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Choosing and
Installing Themes

In content management systems, it is a necessary feature to be able to change the
look and feel of your website without knowing how to code in HTML and CSS.
Almost every CMS supports the facility to allow users to change the look of their
site. These managed looks are usually called themes. There are thousands of

themes available for download free of cost. These themes are developed by
members of the WordPress community and listed in a separate section in codex
(http://Codex.wordpress.org/themes). Before using any theme, you should
know some of the basic things about them. You must know how to install them, how
to choose the themes that best suit your content and audience, and how to modify
static content inside these themes. In this chapter, we will discuss all of these.

This chapter is a ground-up guide to using themes. The advanced topic of
developing themes of your own will be discussed in a later chapter.

Finding Themes

Themes are basically distributed as compressed archives. To use them, all you have
to do is to unzip them and place them in a special folder inside your WordPress
directory, so it is not a complex process to do on your own. There are different
websites where you can find themes in a downloadable format. Most of the theme
developers offer their themes for free; however, a very few of them offer their themes
for a few bucks. Some also offer customized themes according to your need, but of
course that is considered as a paid service. If you are not satisfied with what you

get for free, you may go for specialized themes. However, it is not a wise decision to
head towards paid themes if you can get a similar one for free. If you finish this book
step by step, you will also be able to develop themes totally by yourself.
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Let us find some themes for our use. These themes are listed in mainly two
categories, two-column themes and three-column themes. However, there are also
one-column themes and four-column themes available in the community. Some of
these themes are minimal and text-based; some of them are graphical. We will also
see some of the very common themes well reputed by the WordPress community.

The Official WordPress Theme Page

WordPress distributes some beautiful themes from its original site. These are six in
number, and are easy to experiment with. The URL for downloading these themes
ishttp://wordpress.org/extend/themes/. You will find the Green Marine, Blix,
Connections, Ocadia, Pool, and Almost Spring themes here. Among them, the Green
Marine, Blix, Connections, and Almost Spring themes are very popular. Take a look
at the WordPress theme-download section. One interesting thing is that all these
themes are two-column themes, which is the most popular theme format.

A HOME ABOUT EXTEND DOCS BLOG  SUPPORT  HOSTING  DOWHLOAD
SEARCH »
= More about extending WordPress
FEATURED THEMES
Almost Spring Blix Connections Green Marinee Ocadia Pool
|
The WRC Theme Viewer | -
The
Green
Marinee
Design by Ian Main
") Download
G T iitan
¢ ¥
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Alex Marine's Theme Browser

Alex Marine is a developer who has spent a lot of time in developing various
plug-ins, extending WordPress, and arranging the WordPress theme competition.
His "WordPress 1.5 competition" had huge response. He has developed a
theme-browser website where you can select any theme from a drop-down box
and instantly check the look of that theme. The URL of this theme browser is
http://www.alexking.org/software/wordpress/theme browser.php.

alexking.org 5@ Douwsloa

WordPress 1.5 Themes

March 31, 2005 @ 4558 prm - Filed under Prizes, Theme Cormpetition

About
I'tr pleased to announce the prize winners of wear's WordPress Therme Diownload Themes
Competition. However, I'd like to offer my sincere thanks to everyone who Subrnitting a Theme
participated in the competition and helped spread the word about it As many .
people have already said, real winners here are the WordPress users who hawe so Archives »
rmaty great themes to choaose fram. o p—

You can take a look at all of the themes using the Theme Erowser, REbibayells

Categories »

The Poobahs!

WordPress
1. Grand Poobah - Connections Theme Competition
2. Plain OI' Poobah - Fin Questions
3. Mini Poobah - Fed Train Thermes
R Eules
* Honorable Mention - Wuhan
Prizes

* Honorable Mention - Crange Sky

The winning themes from this competition are listed as follows:

e Connections
e Rin

e Red Train

The 'Most Creative Design' prize was won by the Head theme. The
'Pixel-Perfect Design' prize was won by the RDC and the FastTrack themes.
The 'Most Versatile Design' prize went to the Zen Minimalist, Sharepoint Like,
LetterHead, and Man~ja themes. You can see the complete list of winners at
http://managedtasks.com/wpthemes/blog/2005/03/31/the-winners/.
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WRC Theme Browser

There is another theme browser available called the WRC theme browser. This
browser also enables you to view the look of every skin, but in a small grid, so you
can view more than 16 themes at a time. You can also sort them by different options
like one-column themes, multiple-column themes, alphabetically, widget-ready,
plug-in required, date of publication, sidebars, etc. This is a very useful option. The
URL of this theme browser is http://themes.wordpress.net.

Search
Theme Viewer . , .
Home About Fesdback Submit Search |12 | | alphabstical ¥ | | thumbnails
Previous 5 ? 4 He:

\WWWORDPRESS

You can also see the list of available files and a small description of the theme when
you select it from the list.
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The WRC Theme View erjiS

T L ST

Ry 21, 300

Welcome s the WordPres:
Theme Viewer

gy e 41 7

e g T i by g

A e B e e T g

g e sy e e e

-
Theme: Bricks 1.0
Description:  3-columns layout with calendar theme for WordPress 1.5 LN i
Files: archive.php comments.php footer.php header php images

index.php page php screenshot.png search.php
sidebar.php single. php style css

Central Theme List at Codex

This is the biggest repository of themes for WordPress. It is an editable Wiki where
developers can list their themes after release. Codex displays themes under ten
major categories like one-column themes, two-column themes, unique themes,
widget-ready themes, etc. The URL of this page is http://codex.wordpress.org/
Using Themes/Theme List.
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USING THEMES/THEME LIST

Thera ars many places anline to cbtain new themes for WerdFress, Here is 2 short list of themes,

BOCUMENTATION

ZrHome Page Note: If you add yeur theme to this list, please verify that your theme will sucsssshully install on 2
& ¥ordPrece Lecsone fresh Weord Press installaticn. The lnk to the Therne must featurs a link to the deme and/for
b e soreanshets of the various page views and features, and a dewnleadable file of the Theme, Flease

Zr working with WordPress ! . e
o Ddan B A v 2dd the licensze under which themes are released and 2dd kevword deseriptions to vour

o Bdvariid Topics Theme's listing. For more information on the criteriz for incluslon and prometion of gour
£ Troubleshasting WerdPreaz Thame see Promaoting Yeour Theme, Themes that do not comply will be
% Develaper Dacs removed,

Zr About WordPrass

[Enit]

One Colmnan TAALE OF CONTENTS [hide]

CODEY RESOURCES

1 One Column

Thernes with confent only.
2 Twe Columns

2 Comrmunity portal

2 Currant evnntsr And Black Met White 9 Three Ct!:v]umns
L By Tonystrast.com, Sirpls, One Colurmn, Sidebar 4 Four Columns

5 Unique
G Loealized Themes

& Randar & 5
5 H::; St 2t bottarn of page, Remninds me of Orecs, Ralezsad

And ;{nde: T?'ip L';I".l'hi 11 2 Theme Packs
. t t v
HOETED BY AL £ & 8 Wi t-Readv Themes

By Tongstrast.com, Very simple, Sidebar uses Blasé g Admin Themes
Engite, mininalistic, custornizable, basic. Released 10 Other Lists
under Creative Comumeons License

vahoo Hosting

Emily Robbins's Theme List

Emily Robbins is a blogger who has been researching about blogs and blog designs
for a long time. She has listed more than 805 themes in her website in different
categories. This site is worth looking to search for your desired theme. The URL

of her theme list is http://www.emilyrobbins.com/how-to-blog/comprehensive-
list-of-615-free-wordpress-15-and-20-themes-templates-available-for-
download-266.htm.
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March 7, 2005

Comprehensive list of 805+ Free WordPress 1.5
and 2.0 Themes / Templates available for
download

Updated April 24, zoo6

{(Last: o4/24/06 - Now listing Bo7 WordPress Themes Ads by Google
available for download!) Blon Templates

. . . Bilog Clierit
Themes which I have tested as also working with Blog Softorare

WordPress 2.0+ are labelgd as: tested with Wordﬁess 2.0 oorate Bio
Those that support sidebar widgets are labeled as: includes Business Blo:
wordpress widgets support

Note that mos# wordpress 1.5 themes are likely to work with wordpress z.0
unless they require specific plugins to work properly (in which case they’ll
only work if the required fincluded pluging ALSO work with wordpress 2.04)

WordPress 1.5+ uses a system that takes the template to the next level -WordPress
themes. Mot only are there manyWP themes which are freely available to download and
use in your own blog, but you can use Evan Boren’s ThemeSwitcher plugin to allow your
wablog visitors to change your blog’s theme on the fly (which iz pretty darn cool) {and
veaz, the ThemeSwitcher does work with WordPress 1.5+ even tho it was originally
designed for 1.3)

Since I had to search all over the place to try to find WordPress templates (er, themes), T

figured I'd save vou all the time and maintain a list here of every single WordPress 1.5+
Thorma T renld find T ales tried to enecifr the rara WerdProgs themes with 2 thraa

Blogging Pro Theme List

Blogging Pro is a very famous site that delivers news, tips and tricks, and
downloadable things for different kinds of blogs. This site also lists WordPress
themes sorted date-wise. They review each of these themes manually. It's a great
site to check recent themes. You can find the Blogging Pro theme list at
http://www.bloggingpro.com/archives/category/wordpress-themes/.
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(I3 BLOGGINGPRO

News, plugins and themes for blogging applications search on bloggingpro

\:ﬂ RSS Feed E RES by Technorati a RES by Feedburner

categories recent comments
[E November 7th, 2006
Advertising 2 what Princ...:
Blog Design FLelvis L]
. Blog Statistics £ Megan:
WordPress Themes: Crunch Themes S SJ e
Posted by David 2z WordPress Themes at 5:20 PM EST Blogger Tools & David:
Elossine Mems GO Sorry, T arn not sure how
Over at ZenPhotoThemes, there is a group of themes that are all three columns Blogaing Sense %?::::i::t';gfo -
! p ; . P : aq
wide, and are lightweight, and easy to use for just about any role, Bloaaing Tios and it
Blooging Tools
0= ; £ Gerard
Purplecrur_wch,_BIueC_runch, GreenCrunch, BlackCrunch as well as T_ech O-Crunch Bloggina: How To 3 D::?d: 2 iew the ertire comm)
are all similar in design and appearance other than a slight graphical and color 7
chift BlogoingPro Mews that
‘ General 2 2 tablespo...:
One of the most noticeabla things about the dasign is that the middle column Interview CL_]CSSO;?_%UUH
allows for a great avertisement placement. Good stuff from ZenPhotoThemes. Maovable Type Mews tt il Bleqoinanie. corn

Paid Theme List at Template Monster

Template Monster is a site designed especially for amazing web templates and
themes. All themes and templates are paid and you can customize themes according
to your need. They offer original source files with each of their templates. You can
find the Template Monster WordPress theme list at http: //www.templatemonster.
com/category/wordpress-themes/.
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138 templates Found, page 1 of 10 Last Page

View | Add to Cart | Buy Yiew | Add ba Cart | Buy Jiew | Add bo Cart | Buy

Type: Wordpress Tvpe: Wordpress Tvpe: Wordpress

Ikem: #12707 Ikem: #12714 Ikem: #12699

Author: Delta Author: Glenn Author: Delta

Downloads; O Downloads; 0 Downloads; 0

Price (71 $52 Price (7} $51 Price (71 $51
Unique Price (73; 4725 Unique Price (71; 4725 Unique Price (7); $750

‘fiew | Add ko Cart | Buy

y to Cart | Buy
Type: Wordpress Type: Wordpress Type: Wordpress
Tkem: #12664 Tkem: #12685 Tkem: #12631
Author; Di Author; Di Author: Di
Downloads: 1 Downloads: 0 Downloads; 0
Price (71 $55 Price (71 $51 Price (71 $55
Unique Price (7; $750 Unique Price (71; $750 Unique Price (7); $750

Factors to Consider while Choosing a
Theme

When you choose a theme, you should consider different factors like the content of
your blog, the audience, and the meaning of the colors used. For example, you may
see http://blogs.msdn.comand http://googleblog.blogspot .com. They are
simple and elegant. They also serve their content in a formal and concise way so that
it's a pleasant experience for all to visit them. This is just an example, but you may
have to consider some issues like this while choosing a theme for your site. However,
there is nothing to worry about; you need not be a color psychologist or a specialist
in user experience. In the following sections, we will discuss some basic factors that
should be considered before applying themes to a site.
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Content of the Blog

It is a wise saying that "content is the king". Whatever your blog is about, content

is at the heart of it. While choosing your theme, please keep a sharp watch on the
subject of your content and whether the theme represents all the content that you
want to show. Some themes can show static pages, while some can't. When you want
to tell something that does not fall under a specific blog category, for example, about
you or about your works and projects, that content is considered as static content.
Content of this type is represented in separate pages. So when you plan to display
static pages, your theme must be capable of showing them. Otherwise, you will

add pages through the WordPress administration panel and they will not even be
displayed.

Another important part of a theme is a "search" field. In this textbox, users can search
for some specific keywords in your blog. Not all themes support searching. So please
consider this option while choosing a theme, if you need a search button.

In themes, there must be an available place where you can add your favorite links or
blogrolls. Themes must also support an RSS button, both in RSS and Atom format.

A typical theme must support archives where your blog posts are categorized by the
date of posting. In WordPress themes, you can display your blog posts categorized
by month, week, or date. These categories are called archives. Another important
thing that themes should support is the display of available categories to which the
posts belong. If a user can see the available category list, it will be easier for him or
her to sort out what he or she is looking for.

In every post, a theme must supply a link for trackbacking that post. There must be a
place where you can comment on every post.

Themes should also support pagination, which means having a navigation system to
go to the previous and next pages. Usually in a WordPress blog, ten posts are shown
in each page. So if you want to see previous posts, there must be a way to navigate
through them. In the sidebar, many themes can display the latest posts and latest
comments. Whenever a single post is displayed, a list of the relevant posts is also
displayed in some of these themes.

Another very important issue is that some themes come with an inbuilt horizontal
menu or vertical menu. Some of these themes are fine, since they use original
contents of your WordPress blog posts, pages, and other stuff to create these
dynamic menus. However, most surprisingly many themes come with some sticky
content. For example, in some themes there is an option "About the Company" in
the horizontal or vertical menu and when someone clicks on it, it redirects to a page
that you can never create via the admin panel, or you can supply the contents for
those pages. Moreover, it is totally irrelevant for an individual blogger to have a
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default link "About the Company" in his or her blog. To remove those default menus,
you have to modify themes manually and for this programming as well as HTML
knowledge is required, which regular, non-tech bloggers may not have.

So while choosing themes, keep your eyes on these factors and judge whether each
theme can really represent your content. Besides, keep in mind that people like
simplicity. So if your readers are corporate users, try to be simple and precise.

Audience

Although there is no strict rule for choosing themes according to the article type,

but if you look around, you may see that the appearance of a theme should match
with the age of your audience, their mood, and their style. When you are writing

for kids, you should choose something funny or colorful. When you are writing for
travelers, your theme color should be green or blue, i.e. the color of nature. Travelers
are always colorful, so try to use some bright and shiny themes. If your readers are
corporate users, try to be precise while choosing these themes. Use your intelligence
while choosing a theme according to the audience.

Colors and Fonts

Colors are also a very important thing when you consider the mood of your
audience, and of course they are also relevant to the content of your blog.

Colors can give a very pleasant experience to your user, if you choose them correctly.
Be very careful while mixing up different colors, especially for typeface. A very good
color for the font may look very odd if the background color doesn't match with it.
The colors that you choose for your blog will also determine the readability of your
content. Nevertheless, have fun with colors.

Font is another issue to consider while choosing themes. Some fancy themes may use
a lot of font faces in a theme, but that really degrades the user experience. Whether
it's your own theme or a third-party one, try to use the minimum number of fonts.
As far as possible, stay with only one font (size may vary for different sections, like
header, footer, etc.) or at the maximum two.

There are some sites that really care about accessibility issues. Some plug-ins are
available for switching between font sizes. For example, not all people may feel good
with the same font size; these plug-ins give them the facility to increase the font size
at run time.
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Theme Size

Many of these themes use graphical content. Some of them style their appearance
using just CSS, some use both CSS and Images. If you look around some very
popular themes like Green Marine, Almost Spring, or Blix, you will notice that they
do the styling entirely using CSS; so they are small in size. Connection, another
popular theme, uses a banner that is also very small in size. So you must make sure
that your theme is small in size, and easy to load for users having slow Internet
connections. If you use high-speed broadband connections, size doesn't matter for
you. However, the fact is that you are not writing a blog for yourself. There will be
readers from around the world where high-speed Internet connection is too costly
and they depend on dial-up or slow connections. So if your blog takes minutes after
minutes to load, the chance is that the viewer will not feel comfortable and will be
unlikely to come back to read it. Choose a theme that is decent, easy to navigate, easy
to load, and most importantly comfortable to read through.

Installing and Changing Themes

So far we have learned where to find exciting themes and how to choose them. Now
it's time to install themes practically on your WordPress blog. Themes are basically
a set of files. Installing a theme is a very easy process. You have to extract the
archive and paste the extracted content in a special folder called themes inside your
WordPress folder. The following steps will guide you through.

Step 1. Download the Theme You Want

Wherever you can find your favorite theme, download it from there.

Step 2: Extract the Content

Now extract the content of that theme file to a folder on your local machine. If you
plan to use a web-based FTP client like Net2FTP, then you can skip this step since
with Net2FTP you can upload archived files in your FTP server and Net2FTP will
automatically extract them if you need.

Step 3: Upload

Now you need to upload the contents that you have extracted from your
theme to the themes folder of your WordPress blog. For this purpose, you
must have an FTP client. You can either use a desktop client (my favorite is
Filezilla; it's a free and an open-source program that you can download from
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http://filezilla.sourceforge.net/), or you can use a web-based FIP client
such as Net2FTP from http://www.net2ftp.com.

Uploading via Filezilla
First connect to your FTP server using Filezilla and locate the wp-content/themes
folder inside your WordPress folder. Take a look at the following screenshot:

Remote Site: | B 8la]el gl wp-content/themes/
Filename ¢ Filesize  Filetype Duake
[
|Ciclassic File Falder 10/03/2006 1
| default File Folder 10/03/2006 1

You can see only two themes here; one is classic and the other is default. WordPress
comes with these two themes by default. Now locate the theme you want to

upload. In the left-hand side pane of Filezilla, you will find the files on your local
machine. For example, I am going to upload the almost-spring theme from the
G:\Wp\themes folder.

Local Site: I:i: W phthemes", w | Remote Site: |
Filename  « Filesize | Filstype Filename ¢ Filesize
|y almast-spring File: Falder [Dydlassic
) deFaulk
< N R 4 >
Selected 1 Folder, 2 fFolders,

Now drag the theme folder from the left pane to the right pane. It will be
uploaded automatically.

Local Site: |[ERSHAIE w | Bemote Site: | DT ey ep——
Filename Filesize  Filebype Filename / Filesize  Filetype
|y almost-spring File Folder [Z)almost-spring File Falde

[Ciclassic File Folde
[ default File Folde
L 5 ¢ 5

That's it! You are done.
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Step 4. Test the Theme

To change the theme and test newly installed themes, you must log into the
administration panel. There is a menu named Presentation that will help you to
change themes for your WordPress installation. Now it's time to test it practically.
Log into the administration panel and click on the Presentation menu.

WordPress Default 1.5 by Michael Heilemann
The default WordPress theme based on the famows Kubnck.

All of this theme's files are located in vp-contenc/ themes/ default,

WordPress Classic 1.5

The BRE Yhewe IMfewer

il

:'Il
H

i .'iiii:g il

i

Please notice that our recent addition, Almost Spring 1.3, is visible on this page. To
change your theme to the desired one, just click on the image.
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I Mew theme activated. Wiew site »

Current Theme

Almost Spring 1.3 by Becca Wei

A two column theme. Light and simple
with greens and oranges.

Al of this theme’s files are located in
wp—content/ themes/alwost-spring.

Now Almost Spring is our selected theme. If you browse your WordPress URL now,
you will see the change.

Test Blog |

May 7, 2006 at 540 arm - Filed under Uncategorized - Edit

About
Welcome to WordPress, This is your first post, Edit or delete it, then start blogging|
Archives »
B Permalink & Comments (1) May 2006

Categories »

Uncategorized

Whenever you add a new theme in the themes folder, you will find it in the
Presentation panel.

Typical Appearance of Different Themes

Here is the appearance of some typical one-column, two-column, three-column, and
four-column themes.
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One-Column Themes

One-column themes just display posts, and sometimes have a sub-menu at the
header and the footer; there is no sidebar. Let us take a look at a typical one-column
theme. The theme we display here is Off The Wall developed by Sheba Um Malek.

OFF THE WALL

Hello world!

Welcorna to WaordPress, This is your first post. Edit or
deleta it, then start blogging!

Sun May Tth, 2008 by admin

Posted in Uncategorizad | 1 Commeant | Permalink

Search

Pages
= About

Archives
o fay 20086

Categories

= Uncategorized (1)

Blogroll
@ Michel
o Dougal
o Donncha
« Ryan
» Alex
= Mike
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Two-Column Themes

Two-column themes display a column for posts and also a sidebar for displaying
other information. For most examples in this chapter, we will use the Almost Spring
theme, which is a two-column theme developed by Becca Wei.

Three-Column Themes

Three-column themes display one column for posts, and the other two columns for
links. Let us take a look at the "Identification Band Triplet-Centered Boyish Style"
theme version 2.0 by Frederic de Villamil aka neuro. You can find his other themes at
http://t37.net/identification-bands.

Packt Publishing

Just Another WordFress Weblog

Accessibility Hello World! Search
ﬂ ﬂ Blogged under Uncateqorized by hazin on Wednesday 8 Movember 2006 at 5148 am Edit search blog archives
E Thiz
Welcome to WordPress, This is your first post, Edit or delete it, then start Pages
blagging! T
Last posts B sbout

Ciparmmalink Etrackback 1 cormment
B hello world!

Categories
Last Comments W uncstegorized
M rir wordpress on hella
world! &:Inives

B novernber 2006
[Most active posts

B hella world! (1) &HJIH"

You can choose another flavor for these three-column themes as shown in the
following screenshot:
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Packt Publishing

Just Another WordPress Weblog

Hello World:

Blogged under Uncateqorized by hasin on Wednesday 8 Movember 2006 at 5:45 am Edit
This

Wwelcome to WordPress, This is your first post, Edit or delete it, then start
blogging!

Cipermalink Etrackback &1 cormment

Search

Accessibility

|search blog archives

Categories
M uncategorized
Archives

™ novernber 2006
Blmjln"

mike

mnBR A

Last posts

M hello world!

Last Comments

M rmr wordpress on hellol
world!

Most active posts

B hella warld! (1)

Four-Column Themes

Four-column themes are rare, though there are some very good themes available.
These themes display posts in one column and the other three columns are
used for different administration tasks. You can find four-column themes at

http://fredericdevillamil.com/pages/themes#fourcols.

Some Unique Themes

There are some unique themes available, which enable several administrative panels
when installed that are not generally available. Let us take a look at two of them. The
first one is Kiwi, a fantastic free theme that can really bring an elegant look to

your blog.

You can find Kiwi at http://no.oneslistening. com/. Kiwi is developed by Yas.
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No featured posts were found,

‘meet kiwi*

a different kind of layout. o ditferent way

Hello warld!

v adrmin

slcormes o WordPress. This is your fist st Bodit or celets it then start legging!

Just another WordPress weblog

Find What You're Looking For:
Search our site..,

Re: reading file

[ot] Convert Yideo to wmv9 format through Fimpeg

The Players
Re: Need urgent help on data loading...
Re: reading file
dynamically generate mp3 clip Registerad Users
Re: Need urgent help on data loading...
reading file Subscribe

Kiwi enables some administrative panels. With Kiwi, you can make any post a

featured one. Kiwi also enables you to set some option froms the Options menu; you
will find it named Kiwi.

e meet kiwi*

differant kind of la,

Kiwi Options

To make your life a bit easier, you can customize some of the layour properties of Kiwi using the
following oprions. The settings below reflect your current preferences. Alternatively, you could
always dive into the source code.

The First Post

® Banner Mode The first post appears O First Post Mode Include the first post
below the banner. within the banner.

Layout Components

Select and modify various Kiwi components.
[] Display the Kiwi titlebar.

Display the categary menu.
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From the post menu, you will also find some options from where you can select any
post as a featured post.

Make This Post a Feature

[] ¥es! Editfupdate this post’'s feature information.

The currently assigned feature picture:

Post Has No Image

100gx by 100 px

Click on the image you'd like to use as the feature
preview:

These are pre-existing pictures yvou may find helpful consnes fomthe dinctery path:

. fWpmenteant thamas/kiwl/ featuraplas/)

There is another theme that can enable outstanding features for your WordPress
blog. This theme is not free for commercial use. However, you can use it for almost
any purpose if you like to use it personally. The theme is Semilogic and you can find
itathttp://www.semiologic.com/software/sem-theme/. The theme will convert
your WordPress blog into a manageable CMS. You will have some great features
with this theme.

After installing Semilogic, you will find several menus in your administration panel.
For example, if you look at your Presentation menu, you will find the following;:
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5 Presentation |l

LT Theme Editor Captions |

Current Theme

Semiologic 4.0 (beta) by Denis de Bernardy

e e VBT The Semiclogic theme

Bt e P ey S

All of this theme's files are located in wp-content/themes/ semiologic.

Basic Modification

There is no guarantee that themes developed by other people can fully satisfy your
requirement. You may need something more that is not available in those themes.
So the only way you can achieve that functionality is by developing themes on your
own, or by customizing an existing theme. Here we will discuss how to enable and
disable some functionality in WordPress themes. We will discuss developing themes
yourself in Chapter 7. However, you need some basic PHP knowledge to modify
themes for:

e Enabling/disabling the page menu
e Enabling/disabling search in the sidebar
e Enabling/disabling calendar in the sidebar

e Adding static content in the sidebar

Structure of a Theme

Before starting modifications, you should have a proper understanding of the files
that are responsible for themes. When a page is rendered, it calls the index.php
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file in the particular theme folder that is currently set as active. The index file first
loads the header, then displays the posts, then loads the sidebar, and finally loads
the footer. So for the four basic modifications, we need to modify the file that is
responsible for the sidebar. It is usually called sidebar.php.

To modify code in these theme files, you will get a separate administration panel
under the Presentation menu. The sub-menu is called Theme Editor. You can edit
either using this panel or manually by editing files under the theme folder. For small
modifications, the Theme Editor is really handy.

select theme to ediv I Almast Spring o

Soloct »

Editing style.css

‘Almost Spring’
theme files

e -~
Theme Heame: Almost Zpring
Thems DRI hoop://fbeccary.cowf/goadies/vordpreaa-chemsa)

color: W3IF3:
text-mlign: center;

font-size: lem:
lin=-height: 1.5zm;
mwargin: 1.2e= 0O

Stylasheet
Deascripeion: A cuo ¢olumn Cheme. Light and simple with greena and oranges. ileshel
Version: 1.3 searchform._php
Author: Hecoa Wei Zidebar
Author URI: hoope:ffoecoary.com
¥, Pzoe Termplate
¢ Foater
LB and =
{7 Bnalea Fyzogeaphy =/ single Fost
bady 4 Comments
margin: O;
A0 Template
padding: 07 e
hackgeound: NESESCE uel (images/bg gif] cepeat-x fixed: Main Index Template
font-size: T functions.php
font-family: "Lucida Grande™, “Lucida Sans Unicode”™, Verdana, Arcisl, I r
Sana=SEELL: Header

themetoolkit.php

Ugdate Fila =

Here you will see the code of the CSS file of the currently selected theme. You will
also see all the files in the current theme on the right-hand side pane. If you click on

Sidebar on the right-hand side, you will see the code of that file.
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Editing sidebar.php
[craivs A “Almost Spring"
theme files
[€div id="sidehar"> rifea el
|guLs
|<7php if [ 'function_exists('dynamic sidebac') || !dynamic sidebac () ) @ 7 searchform.php
! Sidebar
<?php wp list pages('title li=<h2»>' . {"PFages*] . '<fhi»! j: >
s 1 - = Page Tamplate
<11 id="acchivea™:= Foouer
<h2x<?php _e['Archives'); 7»</h2»
S 1 Single Post
<iphp wp_get_archives|'type=monthly'): ¥ Carnmeants
ETh B3
404 T lak
= lix ermplate
Main Index Template
<7php /¥ Uncompent chis oo display the calendar ﬁ.lnctlons.phj
<1i id="calendac> B G L
£?php ger calendar(); 7> Header
<f L1 themetoolkit.ph
bl R i TIEMEteoteng

Enabling/Disabling Page Menu in the Sidebar

If you open the sidebar for editing, using the theme editor or manually, you will find
a line where the page menu is rendered. The line is as follows:

<?php wp list pages('title li=<h2>' . _ ('Pages') . '</h2>' ); ?>

The function wp_1list_pages () displays all the available pages in a list. The
parameter Pages is the title of the section. So if you change Pages to anything else,
like Navigation, you will notice the change in the theme.

<?php wp list pages('title li=<h2>'. ('Navigation').'</h2>' ); ?>

About

May Z006

If we remove the code or just comment the line as shown next, the page menu will
disappear. Similarly, if there is no page menu in a theme, we can add this line to
enable it.

<?php //wp_list pages('title li=<h2>'. ('Pages').'</h2>' ); ?>
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Test Blog
I
Archives
Filed under Uncategorized - Edit
May 2006
VWelcome o WardPress. This is your first post Edic or delete it, then start blogging! Cat
Cabeqories

@ Permalink &) Commments (1)
Incateqorized

Enabling/Disabling Search Bar in the Sidebar

Search is a very useful feature in a WordPress blog. Visitors can search for a specific
keyword in your blog. If you don't find any search bar in a theme, you can modify
index.php (the main index template) to achieve the functionality.

Usually search bars are placed in the sidebar. So if you find the search bar in any
other place, for example in the top menu, there is a fairly good chance that it is
inside the header . php file. In most cases, the search form is placed inside sidebar.
php. The file that is responsible for displaying search results is search.php. If you
look at the index.php file of the Almost Spring theme, you will find that they
include the search bar using a separate get_sidebar () function that actually
includes searchform.php. Inside the search form, you will find the <form> element
for search.

<form method="get" action="<?php echo $ SERVER['PHP_ SELF']; ?>">

<p>

<input type="text" value="<?php echo wp_ specialchars($s, 1); ?>"
name="s" id="s" />

<input type="submit" value="<?php _e('Search'); ?>" />

</p>

</form>

In other themes like Connections, Pool, and Green Marine, this code is embedded
in sidebar.php. In some themes like Blix, the search form is embedded in
header.php. You can easily locate the search bar if you analyze the appearance of
your theme as well as the index.php file.

Let us disable the search bar. All you have to do is just comment the preceding
code. In HTML, if you place some code inside <! - -and - - > markers, it will be
considered as a comment and will not be rendered in the browser. Let us modify
the code and make it look as follows:

<l--

<form method="get" action="<?php echo $ SERVER['PHP_ SELF']; ?>">
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<p>

<input type="text" value="<?php echo wp_ specialchars($s, 1); ?>"
name="s" id="s" />

<input type="submit" value="<?php _e('Search'); ?>" />

</p>

</form>

-->

Now refresh the blog and you will notice that the search bar has disappeared. If
you find the search bar missing in any theme, just add the preceding code at the
appropriate place and you will obtain the search bar functionality in your blog.

Enabling/Disabling Calendar in a Theme

If you can display your posts in a calendar, it will be very useful for your
visitors. They can jump to posts of any date using this calendar. Let us look at a
sample calendar.

May 2006

M T W T F S5 5
1 2 3 4 5 8 7
g 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 1a 17 18 15 20 21
22 23 24 25 28 2F Z8
29 30 31

This is a sample calendar in WordPress blog. WordPress has built-in functions for
generating such a calendar. Please note that the dates on which you made some post,
are highlighted and are clickable. For example, in the preceding calendar, you can
click on 7th May to go to the post that you made on that day.

To enable the calendar in WordPress themes, just add the following code in
sidebar.php:

<li id="calendar"s>
<?php get calendar(); ?>
</1li>

Sometimes, in some themes you may need to add the following lines:

<ul>
..<1li id="calendar">
..<?php get calendar(); ?>
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L.</1is>
</ul>

That's it!

Adding Static Content in the Sidebar

Usually a sidebar is generated dynamically, with various types of links. If you want
to add some static content to the sidebar, open the sidebar.php file and add some
code like the following:

<h2>About Me</h2>

<ul>

<li>

Hi I am Hasin Hayder, You can find my personal blog at <a
href="http://hasin.wordpress.com'>The Storyteller</a>
</1li>

</ul>

You will see the output as follows:

Hi | arn Hasin Hayder, ¥ou can find
rry personal blog at

May 2006

You can add something very special about you as static content in the sidebar.

Summary

This chapter describes how to manage the outlook of your WordPress blog. You
have learned the necessity of themes, and the basic factors to be considered while
choosing themes. There are plenty of sources from where you can download themes
for your blog.

You also learned how to modify some basic features so that your blog perfectly fits
your basic requirements. WordPress is a very popular and customizable blogging
engine. So it's not a big matter to achieve great things by making small changes. Just
practice these things, and you will discover many interesting features of WordPress
by yourself.

In the next chapter, we will show you the details of posting, commenting, and other
relevant features of your blog.
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WordPress is a very powerful blogging tool. It is user-friendly and gives you all
the necessary tools for successful blogging. So far we have learned the features of a
basic blog and the factors to be considered for choosing and installing themes. In
this chapter, we are going to see the details of posting, commenting, and other
relevant settings.

Posts in Detail

Posts are the main part of a blog. Every article that you publish in your blog will be
considered as a post. Usually posts are same as blog entries. So in every blog, posts
get the highest focus.

Before starting, you need to know about WYSIWYG (What You See Is What You
Get) editors, in which you get the final result looking exactly the same as what you
see in the edit box. This is a popular term for editors. In editors like OpenOffice or
Microsoft Word, you can do almost everything you want to.

To give the same flexibility while writing in web applications, developers created
JavaScript-based WYSIWYG editors. The most popular WYSIWYG editors for

the web are HTMLArea editor, FCK editor, and TinyMCE editor. Prior to version
2.0, WordPress had only a plain text editor. Although you can get WYSIWYG
editors by installing plug-ins, this is something really big to get a simple job done.
In WordPress 2.0, you have both the WYSIWYG editor and the plain text editor
bundled together. The TinyMCE editor is set as the default WYSIWYG editor in
WordPress 2.0.

Adding Posts to your Blog

Adding posts in WordPress is easy. We have seen the basic how-tos of posting in
Chapter 2. In this section, we will go into the details of posting and will learn about
rich text editing and how to get some extra jobs done while posting.
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After logging into the WordPress control panel, you will find that there are two
ways in which you can make a post. You can click on write a new post or, you can
click on write from the menu bar; either way you will reach your posting page. As
WordPress features rich text editing, you can do a lot of things with this cool editor.
As you write, it will automatically format your text into HTML. Besides rich text
editing, you must have some basic knowledge about any markup language like
HTML. Let us take a look at the writing environment for your article:

Write Post

Title

.POS.E
B rac| SIS ERE|- 0 B2F o )

i
N

Tools for WYSIWYG Editing

Pathe
Save and Continue Editing | Save | Publish -
| Upload |
Flle',l 1 Browse.
Tidle: | | L g "
Description; | i U p I 0 a d B r
Upload |

Trackbacks

‘Sard trackbacks to: iﬁeparate
multiple URls with spaces)

The preceding screenshot is a combined view of the various significant parts of the
post editor. Wordpress gives you ultimate control over your content. You can do
almost everything with it. Following are the parts visible in the screenshot:

e Title: Every post must have a title. This is the first thing that people will
see. If the title is interesting, they will go through your content. So you must
choose some attractive but relevant title for your post. Don't make it short or
cryptic, but rather simple and informative. Another advantage of a good title
is that a title with important words will increase the search-engine ranking of
your page. Users will get your page easily via search engines if the titles are
relevant to what they are looking for.
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Content: While writing your content, always use hyperlinks to the key
points of your content. This will increase your page rank by generating
outgoing requests. For example, if you write a post describing something
about WordPress, always make the word "WordPress" hyperlinked to its
website http://www.wordpress.org. Later in this chapter, we will see how
to format your content as rich text. For the time being, just remember that
content is something that keeps your site alive and makes it popular.

Image uploader: In WordPress 1.5.x, it was a hassle to add images to your
post content. In Wordpress 2.0, this has been simplified by providing this
image uploader option. With this option, you can upload as many images as
you want. These images will be stored into a basic repository from which you
can use and reuse them time after time.

Discussion Settings: With this settings panel, you may or may not permit
the viewers of your article to make a comment about your post. You can also
allow/disallow anyone to make trackbacks to this post. All these settings
are to fight against comment flooding and comment spamming. Comment
spam is an advertising technique where spammers post a lot of comments
including URLSs of their products. Sometimes they create automated scripts
that surf from blog to blog and automatically submit comments. Excessive
comment spamming is known as comment flooding.

Password Protection Settings: Sometimes you may need to post for a specific
audience. You may not want anybody excluding them to see this post. For
example, your project manager made some post specific to developers or QA
assistants and he may not want it to be visible to others. In such a scenario,
you can protect your post with a password. So if anyone knows the password
to this post, he or she can read the content. The rest of them can only see

the title.

Post slug: A post slug is a keyword that describes your post. So when some

tag-crawler crawls through your post, it can understand what your post is

all about. Always use relevant keywords to describe your post. This is also

extremely useful for posts with long titles. If your WordPress installation

has custom URL mapping for post permalinks, the long title might look

very odd. So you can write anything as a post slug and your URL will be

formatted accordingly. This is also useful for bloggers who blog in Unicode

(UTEF-8). For example, one of my blog's URL is: http://hasin.wordpress.

com/2006/09/24/%e0%a6%ae%e0%a7%87%e0%a6%98-%e0%a6%a6%e0%a7%87%

€0%a6%96%e0%a6%a4%e0%a7%87-%e0%a6%87%e0%a6%9a%e0%a7%8d%e0%a6%9
%$e0%a7%87-%e0%a6%95%e0%a6%b0%e0%a7%87-%e0%a6%96%e0%a7%81%e0%a

6%ac-%e0%a6%9b%e0%a7%8b%e0%a6/. I then type "cloud" as post slug and my

URL is reformatted as http://hasin.wordpress.com/2006/09/24/cloud/.
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Categories: When you write your content, don't forget to specify the category
it should belong to. You may post articles on different topics like Information
Technology, Open-Source, Just about You, and so forth in your blog. So
when visitors visit your blog, they can choose their topic of interest. When
they click on the Open-Source category, they will see only those posts that
you post under the Open-Source category. It will save their time and increase
the readability of your blog. So always use categories in your posts.

Post Status: Sometimes you may not be ready to write the whole content at
once. You may want to write it part by part or you may plan for future edits.
In this case, you may not want to publish your post until you finish writing
it. So with these settings you can specify whether your post will be published
or saved internally as a draft. You may also want this post to be visible to

all the registered members of your blog. You can then publish your post as
"private". The Post Status option helps you with these settings.

Timestamp Settings: If you want to make a post today but want to show it
posted at a previous date, or at a future date (probably you won't want it to),
this option will help you to change the date settings specific to that post.

Trackbacks: We discussed a lot about trackbacks in Chapter 1. If you are
posting about a topic that is already covered in another blog, then you may
ping that blog as a confirmation that your post is relevant to that post. If that
user allows trackbacks to his or her post, then immediately after pinging his
post, there will be a comment with a link to your post published in his or her
post. So trackbacks always increase site ranking by creating incoming links
(or simply link exchanges).

Post Author Settings: From the Post author section on the right side, you
will get a list of all the available users in your blog. If you are the only author
of your blog, there is nothing to change. However, if there are multiple
authors registered in your blog, then while writing a post you can select

any author name from the list and the post will be displayed as posted by
that author.

Rich Text Editing

In the post editing page, you will get a WYSIWYG editor for editing the content of
your post. WYSIWYG editors are also known as rich text editors. WordPress uses
the TinyMCE editor as its integrated rich text editor. These editors automatically
generate necessary HTML code as soon as you format the content. You don't need to
bother about anything else like HTML tags, hyperlinks, images, etc. In this section,
we will delve into the rich text editing environment integrated with WordPress.

[96]



Chapter 4

The following screenshot shows the toolbar that helps you to format your text. Let's
see what the tools actually do.

k) % HTML (i)

il
I
I
i

]

B 7 s | T i

The following three buttons help you to make your text bold, italics, or
strikethrough. To see them in action, just select some text inside your editor and click
on one of these buttons.

B I amc

The following four buttons help you to add bullets or numbered bullets, and outdent
or indent your text, respectively. You will get the outdent button enabled only when
you are inside an indented text block.

The following set of buttons is for justifying your text. By clicking on them, you can
make your paragraph left-justified, centered, or right-justified respectively.

If you are not familiar with justifying, let's take a look at the following image to
understand what left, center, and right justification are.

The following set of buttons 15 for ustifying your text. By clicling on them, you
can make your paragraph left-justified, center-justified, or right-justified
respectively

The following set of buttons is for justifying vour text. By clicking on them, you
can make your paragraph left-justified, center-justified, or nght-justified
respectively

The following set of huttans iz for mstifying vour test. By clicking on them, you
can malke your paragraph left-justified, center-justified, or nght-justified
respectively

In the preceding screenshot, the first paragraph is left-justified, next paragraph is
centered, and the last paragraph is right-justified.
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The following buttons help you to add a hyperlink or remove an existing hyperlink
from your content.

e

(= =

FEaes

To make any content hyperlinked, select some text that you want to have as a
hyperlink and then click on the first button. You will be asked for the URL of the
hyperlink. If your URL is an absolute URL to another site or web page, insert the
URL followed by some required text. Following is a screenshot while inserting

a hyperlink:

Write Post

Title Insert/edit link

Link URL: |http:,|",|"www.packtpub.com |
Post Target: | Cpen link in a new windaw V|
B 7 s EE %E IEEEE | = "ﬁ.g‘ 1 Title: |Packt Publishers |

This is a hyper link to [EEESNEN | RERE
Insert Cancel

Dione

From the hyperlink dialog box, select the window in which the hyperlinked URL
will open. You can select either Open link in a new window or Open link in same
window as target; however, the better choice is opening the link in a new window as
users can read both your post content and the new URL at the same time. Title is the
displayable text that you will see when you move your mouse over this hyperlink.
To remove a hyperlink, just select the hyperlinked text and click on the second
hyperlink button.

Using the following button you can insert an image. Just remember that you can only
include an image from an existing URL.

£

If you want to insert images of your own, you have to use the image uploader that
comes later in this chapter. You will get the following dialog box when you click on
this button.
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Write Post

http:Hlocalhost - Insertfedit image - Mozilla Fir... rg|

Title
Insertfedit image
Irnage URL: | |
Fost
sEC | iz iz sE === o | Irmage description: | |
B 7 == = | = = = ] 1
Here comes a logo of packt publishers fanmen e

Insert Cancel

Done

Insert any Image URL following the text http://, for example
http://www.packtpub.com/images/logo.jpeg. Image description is the text that
is displayed when the image fails to load. You can use different alignment options
from the alignment drop-down box.

If your content is too large, it may not be wise to display all of it on the front page of
your blog. If you do, the blog front page may look ugly and people may lose interest
in reading your blog because they have to scroll down a long post made by you and
then find your next post. It is a better decision to display portions of your post and
add a Read more link in your front page under each long post.

After reading the excerpt, if anyone is interested, he or she may click on the Read
more link to read the rest of your post. This technique helps to make your blog look
professionally neat and clean. You can display the excerpt up to a marker point in
your post. This marker is <! - -more-->. If you insert this marker inside your content,
the text before this marker will be considered as the excerpt and displayed on the
front page. The following button inserts the marker when you click on it:

—
=

These buttons help you to undo and redo your actions, respectively.

5

The next button, shown overleaf, is an interesting tool in this rich text editor. I have
already said that rich text editors automatically generate HTML equivalent to your
formatted content. After editing text, you can see its exact HTML code by clicking
this button.
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HTML

You can even edit the HTML code directly from this code box. Take a look at
the following screenshot. The HTML code box shows you the exact HTML code
according to your formatted content.

Write Post ¥ hitp:#localhost - HTML Source Editor - Mozilla Firefox (=19

HTML Source Editor

Title Thizs iz a hyperlink to <a target="_blank™ title="Packt Publishers"

href="http://packtpub.con">packt publishers</a=.<hr /=

Fost
B 7 | = = £

=

This is a hyperlink to packt publishers.

Update Cancel

Done

This button shows some necessary help while editing rich text. You will find some
great help here.

®

Shortcuts while Editing

There are several keyboard shortcuts available while editing in the rich text editor.
These shortcuts save your time and help you to write your content smoothly without
interruption. Let's look at the available Hotkeys; you will find them by clicking the
help button inside your rich text editor.
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) http:#localhost - Rich Editor Help - Mozilla Firefox M=) 3]

My First Blog

Writing at Full Speed

uses Ctrl+<letters,

Key Action Key
b EBold f
i frafic [
d  StrHeethrowgh r
I s List a
o 1.List s
q —Quotefindent m
w —Ungquote/Outdent t
u Undo e
¥y FRedo h

Rather than reaching for your mouse to click on the toolbar, use
these access keys. Windows and Linux use Alt+<|etter=. Macintosh

Rich Editor Help

Action

||Align Left ||
|| Align Center ||
| Align Right|
Insert Anchor

Unlink Anchor

Insert Image

Insert "More” Tag

Edit HTRL

Open Help

Done

Uploading and Using Images in your Post

When you need to upload and use your own images, you have to use the image

uploader available within the post section. This uploader helps you to upload

images, manage them, and reuse them as many times as you want. You can upload
images with all possible extensions like . jpeg, .jpg, .png, .gif, .bmp, etc. Let us

take a closer look at the image uploader.

To upload an image, let's browse for it. Give the image a relevant title and some
description that helps you choose the right image from a set of uploaded images.
After selecting the image file and inserting a title and a description, click on the

Upload button.

| Upload |

Title:

Description:

File: Browse...
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This is the thumbnail of the uploaded image file.

Upload EBrowse | EBrowse All

If you click on it, you will see a menu that appears instantly as follows. The first three
of these options will change one after another if you click over them. For example, if
you click on Using Thumbnail, it will display the next active option Using Original,
and so forth. In this picture, you are just viewing the default options that will change
if you click on any of them.

Upload Browsel Browse All

Using Thumbnail
Mat Linked
Send to editor
Celete
Close Options

The first option is Using Original or Using Thumbnail; this is how the image will be
displayed in your post content.

The second option is Not Linked, Linked to Image, or Linked to Page. This
specifies which action will take place when someone clicks over this image. There
are three choices:

e  When someone clicks on this image nothing happens (specified by
Not Linked).

e  When someone clicks on the thumbnailed image it shows the original image
itself (specified by Linked to Image).

e When someone clicks on this image it redirects to the container post
(specified by Linked to page).

The third option is Send to Editor. When you click on it, the image will be inserted
into your rich text editor.

The fourth option is to Delete the image.

The fifth option is to Close the menu.
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If you plan to upload more images, then you can traverse through all your uploaded
images by clicking on Browse All.

Upload  EBrowse Browseﬂlll

You can manipulate any image from this panel.

Managing Post Categories

When you make a post, always try to categorize it for better readability. Users
always like to find articles about their interests. So if you categorize your articles,
visitors can find them very easily. In this section, we will learn how to create new
categories, how to post under one or multiple categories, and how to manage
these categories.

In the posting section, there is a small category management panel in which you can
name the new category to which the post should belong. There are also different
administration panels for these categories. First let's create some categories before
making posts via this category-management panel in the posting section. Take a look
at the right side of the rich text editor; you will see the following setting panels:

Discussion

Fasswiord-Frotect Post

Faost slug

Fost Timestamp:

Fost authaor:
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Click on the + sign after Categories. You will see the category panel instantly
as follows:

Categories

 add |

Separate multiple categories
with cammas.

[#]Uncategarized

Well, from this panel you can add new categories but cannot delete them. WordPress
has a different category admin panel. You must use that admin panel to do
something more with these categories. For now, let's create new categories titled
PHP and Programming. Soon we will post our articles under these categories.

In the text box, type these two categories together separated by a comma and click
on the Add button. You will see those categories added instantly and checked by
default. When a category remains checked, the post belongs to that category.

Categories

 add |

Separate multiple categories
With carmrmas.

Programming Language
[¥]PHP
[¥]Uncategorized

For now, we will uncheck the Uncategorized category. Let us make a small post and
see the output.
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History of PHP

February 10th, 2006

PHP succeeds an older product, named PHP/FL. PHP/FI was created by
Fasmus Lerdorf in 1995, initially as a simple set of Perl scripts for
tracking accesses to his online resurme, He named this set of scripts
‘Personal Home Page Tools'. As more functionality was required,
Fasmus wrote a much larger C implementation, which was able to
communicate with databases, and enabled wsers to develop simple
dynamic YWeb applications, Rasmus chose to » release the source code
for PHP/FI for everybody to see, so that anvbody can use it, as well as
fix bugs in it and improve the code.

By the winter of 1992, shortly after PHP 2.0 was officially released,
Andi Gutmans and Zeev Suraski had begun working on a rewrite of
PHR’s core, The design goals were to improve performance of comples
applications, and improve the modularty of PHP's code base. Such
applications were made possible by PHP 3.0 new features and
support for a wide variety of third party databases and APIs, but PHP
3.0 was not designed to handle such comples applications efficiently.

Posted in PHP, Programming Language | Edit | Mo Comments »

Take a look at the bottom of this post. It displays the categories under which this
article has been posted. Notice the PHP and Programming Language categories
there. If you have many posts under one category, then clicking on that category will
display all the posts under that specific category. Another noticeable thing here is
that since you are logged in as admin, there is an Edit link available to you. If you
click on this link, you can edit this post instantly. Other general users will not get this
Edit link.

You can make a post under as many categories as you want. However, always try
to be precise. Don't use too many categories for a single post as that may extremely
bother your viewers.

Let us manage categories via the category admin panel. Click on the Manage link on
the main menu bar and then click on Categories on the sub-menu bar.
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Categories (add new)

1D Hame Description # Posts Action

1 FHF 3 Edit Default

2  Programming Language 0 Edit Delete

3  Uncategorized 0 Edit Deleate
Hote:

Deleting a category does not delete posts from that category, it will just set them back to the default
categary PHP.

Add New Category
Marme:
Category parent:

Mane V

Cescription: (optional)

Here you see a set of tools and a list of all your categories. You can also see how
many posts are there in each category and you can even edit or delete them. In

the lower section of this page, there is a detailed panel for adding categories. Here
Name is the title of the category. Through the Category Parent field, you can specify
whether the new category is a sub-category of a previously created category, or is an
independent category. You can also write some description of this category, which
will be visible when someone moves the mouse cursor over this category. If you
want to place a category as a child of an existing one, just select the parent category
from the drop-down box of the Category Parent field.

If a post belongs to only one category and you delete that category, then the post will
go by default to the Uncategorized category.

Managing Existing Posts

We have already seen that when you are logged in as Admin, you can see the Edit
link just below the article that was posted by you. You can directly edit your post
from there. There are separate admin panels for managing your posts. To start
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managing your posts, just click on the Manage button from the menu bar and then
click on Post from the sub-menu bar.

Last 15 Postg

Search Posts... Erowse Month...

Mowvember EDDEjVj Show Manth

Search

1D When Title Categories Comments Author

£ é?;;{yaﬁg Mastering Mambo ~ PHP 0 hasin View Edit Delete
4 é?;;;?aﬁ? smarty FHP ) hasin ~ Wiew Edit Delete
3 ??;921113?? JIpErEhiE PHF o] hasin  Wiew Edit Delete

You can view, edit, and delete any post from this panel. If you have a lot of posts,
then you can select the month from the Browse Month drop-down box and select the
posts made in that month only. This will help you find specific posts easily.

The admin panel also helps you to find comments made under any post. You can
then read and modify them. We will discuss this option later in this chapter.

Protecting Posts with a Password

In the settings panel, there are password protection settings. With help of this panel,
you can protect your posts with a password. Someone can only view your post if he
or she knows your password. Let us take a look at the password settings panel:

Fassword-Protect Post

You can access password protection settings while composing a new post or from the
post management panel. From the Manage menu, click on Post. To protect your post,
just type a password and click on the save button under the rich text editor. Let us
take a look at a protected post.
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Protected: History of PHP

Februaty 10th, 2006

This post is password protected, To view it please enter your
password below:

Password:

Fosted in PHP, Programming Language | Edit | Enter your password to
wigw COmments

To see this post, just enter the password and hit Submit.

Trackbacks

When someone in another blog makes a post on some specific topic and you also
want to make a post in your blog using that remote post as a reference, you can use
trackbacks. Trackback is a process of pinging a blog and telling it that you referred to
a post of that blog in your personal blog. If the trackback is successful, a link to your
blog post will be displayed as a comment in that remote post. The trackbacked blog
engine will crawl through your post and make a link available to its index.

There are some popular pinging services available on the Internet, which index
millions of blogs everyday and archive their content so that users can search through
these contents and go to that appropriate blog post. To name a few, we have
Technorati (http://www.technorati.com), Weblogs (http://www.weblogs. com),
Feedburner (http://feedburner.com), and Feedster (http://feedster.com)
among others.

These indexing services are so popular and powerful that they index millions of
blogs everyday. However, these crawlers crawl at a regular time interval. So if you
make a post today and the crawlers crawl to your blog after two weeks, people will
get your post in these indexing services two weeks after your making that post,
which is often quite bothering. For this reason, these indexing services expose some
trackback URLs to which these crawlers are listening. If someone 'knocks' or 'pings'
with an URL, these crawlers immediately crawl to that page and index that post.

An automated pinging mechanism will ping these trackbacks instantly when you
make a post. This will increase your site ranking by making your post visible to all
the people who are searching. Technorati is a popular indexing service. It provides
trackbacks, that you can use for automatic pinging. Let us see the process.

Firstly, go to http://www.technorati.comand look at the lower section of the page
to find the Ping Us link.
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Clicking on this link you will reach the following page:

Ping Us

Updated your site recently? Let us know! Just enter the URL of your blog home
page below to get into the Technorati high-priority indexing queue,

URL: Ping!
| | [Pingl]

Automate this! vou can have your blog software ping for you, Enter
http://rpo. technorati. con/rpe/ping into your weblog tool's configuration for Pings and
Motifications, Check our ping configuration page for more information,

« Technorati Home

Now all you have to do is submit the URL of your blog. The Technorati crawler is
familiar with different types of blog engines like WordPress, MT, Blogger, and so on.
It will instantly index your site and list the new updates.

Another thing that you can do is, whenever you make a post, just enter the Technorati
ping URL http://rpc.technorati.com/rpc/ping in the lower portion of your post
page, which is called Trackbacks. Take a look at the following screenshot:

Trackbacks

Send trackbacks to: |http://rpc:.technorati.comjrpc/ping | (Separate
multiple URIs with spaces)

Custom Flelds

If you paste this trackback link in the trackback section, then after submitting the
post WordPress will ping Technorati.

However, doing these things manually every time is a hassle. So let us make it
automatic so that whenever you make a post, WordPress will ping Technorati. For
that purpose log into your admin panel, click on the Options tab, and then click
on Writing.

Ceneral ELOILTN Feading Discussion Permalinks  Miscellaneous

On the lower portion of this page, you will find a section titled Update Service.
You may see something like http://rpc.pingomatic.com/ available there.
Ping-O-Matic is a relay ping service that pings many other pinging services
automatically. So when you ping Ping-O-Matic, it will do the rest of the job for you.
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Let us add the Technorati ping URL http://rpc.technorati.com/rpc/ping here.
Technorati is a very popular blog-indexing service and if you have your blog listed
here, you can expect better page ranking for sure. On the other hand, Ping-O-Matic is
a central pinging service that itself pings many other popular services. You just need
to add this address in a new line and save it. Your Update Service section should
look like the following screenshot:

Update Services
vwhen you publish a new post, WordPress automatically notifies the following

site update services. For more about this, see Update Services on the Cadex.
Separate multiple service URls with line breaks.

http: /frpc.pingomatic.com/
http: /frpe. technorati.com/rpc/ping

Update Options »

After updating this setting, WordPress will automatically start pinging Technorati
and will help to increase your site ranking.

You can also ping other blogs via the available trackback URL under each blog

post. However, since it could be misused as a spamming tool, there are plug-ins
available to stop trackback spam. One of the most popular ones is Akismet. Akismet
is available in both free and commercial editions. To use Akismet, you must have an
Akismet 'key' that is available by registering for a free account in WordPress.com.

If you are not sure where to find your Akismet key, create an account in WordPress.
com and the API key will be mailed to you when your registration is successful.
However, you can actually retrieve it anytime by clicking on the My Profile link in
the top right corner of your WordPress administration panel. To get your API key,
click on that link and you will find your key on the right side. To enable Akismet,
you must copy that key and go to the Plugin section. After activating the plug-in, it
will prompt you for activating Akismet by entering the API key. You can also go to
this activation page from this URL:

http://your wordpress blog/wp-admin/plugins.php?page=akismet\
akismet .php

Now paste the key that you copied from your profile page and click on Save.
That's it!

Here is a comprehensive list of major ping services. You may try with these for
better results:
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http://api.feedster.com/ping
http://api.my.yahoo.com/RPC2
http://ping.blo.gs/
http://ping.feedburner.com
http://ping.syndic8.com/xmlrpc.php
http://pingoat.com/goat/RPC2
http://rpc.blogrolling.com/pinger/
http://rpc.icerocket.com:10080/
http://rpc.pingomatic.com/
http://rpc.technorati.com/rpc/ping
http://rpc.weblogs.com/RPC2

Other Useful Settings

While posting, there are some other useful settings available to you. The most
important among them is the ability to save a post for later use. You can save a post
as a draft from the Post Status panel. We have already discussed a little about this
panel at the beginning of this chapter. For now, let us take a look at this panel:

O Published
@ Diraft

'D Private

To save any post as a draft, just select the Draft option and click on Save. You may
wonder how to get access to these drafts that you had saved earlier. Well, when you
log in and come to this Post page, you will get all your available drafts at the top of this
page. You can also get access to the available drafts by clicking on the Manage menu
and then the Post sub-menu. Take a look at how these drafts are available to you:

Your Drafts: Post # 5, Post # 4 .

To edit a draft, just click on it. To publish a draft, click on it and when it is available
in the editing mode, click on the Publish button just under the rich text editor.

From the settings panel, you can also manually change the time of your post from
the Post Timestamp panel. This panel looks like the following:
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Post Timestamp:

[J Edit tirmestamp

IFebruary ¥ (13

2006 @ 22 |39

You can select the date and time from here. These settings will override the actual
posting date and time for this post.

Posting by Email

Besides the regular style of posting, WordPress also supports different ways of doing

this job. For example, you can make posts by mailing to a specific account. This is
possible if you set up an email account and make it available to WordPress. For
posting by email, let us follow these steps.

Click on the Options menu and then Writing from the sub-menu.

At the bottom of this page, there is a section titled Writing by e-mail. You have to
configure some settings before you can start posting by email.

Writing by e-mail

Mail server:

Login name:
Password:

Default post by mail
category:

To post to WordPress by e-mail you must set up a secret e-mail account with POP3 access.
Arvy mail received at this address will be posted, so it’s a good idea to keep this address very
secret. Here are three random strings you could use: afOfh, 129ed, 93£d0.

mail.exarmple. com Port:

110
lagin@example.cam
passward

PHP ]

In this section, you have to provide the Mail server, Login name (usually, that is
your full email address), and the Password. Finally, select the category to which
these posts should go. That's it, you are done!
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Remember that whatever you send to this email address,
it will be posted to your blog. So don't use your frequently
» used email address or your public email address. Set up a
% private (and very private) email address for this purpose.
T Name the email address quite cryptically. WordPress helps
you by providing some cryptic names; look at the portions
outlined in the preceding screenshot.

When you send an email, you must tell WordPress that "I have sent an email, so go
and fetch it, and then post it"; otherwise, WordPress will not know about your email.
So immediately after sending an email to this address, access the following URL
http://your_blog_address/wp-mail.php using your browser. Then WordPress
will connect to this email address, fetch the email, and then post it automatically.

If you want to automate this task, you can run this URL automatically via a cron job.
In Linux, just set the cron command as php full/path/to/the/wp-mail.php. Then
it will automatically run the script at regular intervals and fetch the emails.

To set up cron jobs, you can access Cron Jobs in cPanel.

[ If you have shell access, you can access it by invoking the

crontab —e command.

For your information, the subject of your email will be considered as the title of the
post and the body will be considered as the content. The basic HTML tags will be
stripped out.

Other Ways of Posting

There are several other ways of posting in your WordPress blog. WordPress and other
standard-compliant blogs implement some standard APIs to complete some specific
tasks. There are three popular standard APIs available for blog engines; they are
MovableType, MetaWeblog, and Blogger API. If any blog engine implements these
APIs, then using standard interfaces, any remote program will be able to manipulate
blogs by editing posts, retrieving posts, and so forth under a proper authentication
scheme. There are many standard-compliant desktop editors available, which will
help you to post on your blog. With these editors you can work faster.

WordPress XML-RPC server implements the following methods:

e gsystem.multicall
e system.listMethods
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e gsystem.getCapabilities

e weblogUpdates.ping

e demo.addTwoNumbers

e demo.sayHello

e pingback.extensions.getPingbacks
e pingback.ping

e mt.publishPost

e mt.getTrackbackPings

e mt.supportedTextFilters
e mt.supportedMethods

e mt.setPostCategories

e mt.getPostCategories

e mt.getRecentPostTitles

e mt.getCategoryList

e metaWeblog.getUsersBlogs
e metaWeblog.setTemplate

e metaWeblog.getTemplate

e metaWeblog.deletePost

e metaWeblog.newMediaObject
e metaWeblog.getCategories
e metaWeblog.getRecentPosts
e metaWeblog.getPost

e metaWeblog.editPost

e metaWeblog.newPost

e Dblogger.deletePost

e Dblogger.editPost

e Dblogger.newPost

e Dblogger.setTemplate

e Dblogger.getTemplate

e Dblogger.getRecentPosts

e Dblogger.getPost

e Dblogger.getUserInfo

e Dblogger.getUsersBlogs

The methods that start with mt are part of the MovableType API, those with blogger
are part of the Blogger API, and those with metaweblog are part of the MetaWeblog
APIL. Among these, MetaWeblog and Blogger API are the most often used.
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If you don't understand how these methods work, let's see the following

example. For this, you need some basic knowledge about XML-RPC with PHP.
To make the following code work, download the PHP XML-RPC package from
http://phpxmlrpc.sourceforge.net/. Then extract all files from this archive and
copy them from the lib folder to the directory where you place the following script:

<?php
include ("xmlrpc.inc") ;
$c = new xmlrpc client ("/xmlrpc.php", "hasin.wordpress.com",

Scontent ['title'] ="XMLRPC Post";

80) ;

Scontent ['description']="Some content posted using MetaWeblog API";

Scontent ['categories'] = array("frontpage") ;

$x = new xmlrpcmsg("metaWeblog.newPost",
array (php xmlrpc encode ("1"),
php xmlrpc_ encode ("admin") ,
php xmlrpc encode ("root"),
php xmlrpc encode ($content),
php xmlrpc encode ("1"))) ;

$c->return type = 'phpvals';
Sr =Sc->send ($x) ;

if (Sr-s>errno=="0")

echo "Successfully Posted";
else {

echo "There is some error";
echo "<pre>";
print r(sr);
echo "</pre>";
?>

Save this file as blogapi . php in any web server (even in your localhost) and browse
this page from your browser. After executing this script, log into your WordPress panel
and check that there is a new post titled XMLRPC Post under the frontpage category.

s Comments saiting Moderation (1) Files

Last 15 Posts

Search Posts... Browse Month...

Movember EDDG[V] Show Month

Search

1D When Title Categories Comments Author
2906_'”'08 HMLRPC Post FHF o] hasin View Edit Delete
85738 am — =

You can play with the other methods as well.
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Bookmarklet

Bookmarklet is another interesting feature available with WordPress that enables
you to post while you are visiting any page and want to make a quick post with
reference to that page. For example, you are browsing an interesting web page under
the Packt Publishing website whose URL is http://packtpub.com/smarty/book
and its title is Smarty PHP Template Programming. Now you want to make a new
post in your blog with a link to this page. Bookmarklet helps you to do this with the
help of a toolbar button.

To enable WordPress bookmarklet in your browser, just log into the admin panel.
After clicking on the Writing panel, scroll down to the bottom and you will find
something as follows:

WordPress bookmarklet
Right click on the following link and choose "Add to favorites" to create a posting shortcut.

Press It - The Stonyteller

Please notice that there is a link called Press it - The Storyteller, where The
Storyteller is my blog title. So all you have to do is drag this link to your
bookmarklet toolbar. You will see a new button added in the toolbar instantly.

File Edit View Go Bookmarks Tod

“«5> 00536

|| PressIt- The Storyte, .,

Now when you visit any website and want to post about it, just hit this button and
see that the link and the title of that web page is included in your blog post. Take a
look at the following screenshot. While visiting the Packt Publishing website, I just
hit the button and the screenshot tells the rest.

Title

Packt Publishing Book Store

Post

b | /| link || b-quote | del |ins | img | wl| ol | li| zode | maore | lookup || Close Tags
<a href="http://www. packtpub.com/">=Packt Publishing Book Store</ax>
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So you see that after pressing the bookmarklet button, you are redirected to your
WordPress posting panel with a link to that page; this is just like inserting a link.

For those who are interested to know the JavaScript code of that bookmarklet button,
right-click over it and you will find it. The code is as follows:

javascript:
if (navigator.userAgent.indexOf ('Safari') >= 0)

{

Q=getSelection() ;

}

else
Q=document .selection?document .selection.createRange () .
text:document .getSelection() ;

}

location.href="https://hasin.wordpress.com/wp-admin/post-new.php?te
xt="'+encodeURIComponent (Q) +'&popupurl="'+encodeURIComponent (location.
href) +' &popuptitle="'+encodeURIComponent (document.title) ;

Comments in Detall

Comments are a very important part of your blog. User comments always inspire
you and give you feedback about your post. However, comments could be misused
as a tool for spamming and advertising, which is bothering every blogger. So you
must have some knowledge on how to make your blog free from comment spam and
make it function smoothly.

How to Make a Comment

If you visit a post, you will notice the No Comments or # Comments (where # is the
total number of comments posted) links just below the post. To make a comment,
you can just click on it and go ahead. However, you may not get a comment-writing
section all the time, especially if the author of a post disables comments.

If you are logged in as a user of this blog, you can see your name by default as the
name of the commenter. However, if you are an outsider, you will see the following
section while making comments:
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Leave a Reply

| | Mame (required)

| | Wil Covill miot be publizhed) (reguirecd)

| | Wiehaite

[ Submit Comment ]

As you can see, your name and email address are required and your website is
optional. However, when you post comment as an outsider (or even as a user
sometimes) your comment may not be visible instantly after posting. If the author
wants to moderate the comments first, it will be queued to the comment moderation
list. It will be displayed after the administrator approves it.

Comment Settings

By default, comments are allowed to publish instantly. However, to prevent spam
or to avoid blacklisted comments, we should turn on moderation. Let us see how we
can turn on moderation of comments.

Log into the WordPress admin panel, select the Options menu, and then click on the
Discussion sub-menu.
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|ashboard Write Manage Links Presentation FPlugins Users Options |mport

General Writing Reading QUEHLIEHALLE Fermalinks  Miscellansous

Discussion Options
Usual settings for an article:
(These settings may be overrnidden for individual articles,)

o [V] attempt to notify any Weblogs linked to from the article (slows down posting.)
o [W]Allow link natifications from other Weblogs (pingbacks and trackbacks.)

s [V]Allow people to post comments an the article

E-mail me whenever:

e [v] Anyone posts a comment

s [V A comment is held for moderation

Before a comment appears:

® []An administrator must approve the comment {regardless of any matches below)
e [V]Comment author must fill out name and e—mail

s [V]Comment author must have a previously approved comment

There are different settings for comment administration. The sixth checkbox from the
top, which is labeled An administrator must approve the comment (regardless of
any matches below) is the point we are looking for. If you check this checkbox and
save, all comments will be queued for moderation. Let us check it and save.

Now when outsiders post comments in your blog, they will wait for approval. To
test it, log out from your admin panel and make a comment on any of your posts.

Let us get familiar with the other options in this page.

Attempt to notify any Weblogs linked to from the article (slows down posting.)
indicates that when you make a post, if that post contains hyperlinks, WordPress will
try to ping those links. This is to increase the page ranking of your blog. Allowing
this one is good for your blog, but it may slow down the posting process a bit as
stated. However, it is recommended to keep it checked.

Allow link notifications from other Weblogs (pingbacks and trackbacks.) means
that anyone can trackback to your posts and their links will be visible as trackbacks
under your posts, as comments. This is also good for increasing the page ranking
because it generates an outgoing link to someone else's site; a sort of link exchange.
However, this will also increase the tendency of link spam. Bad people can make
trackbacks to publish their link on your site, which will act as an advertisement for
their site and increase traffic to their site.
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Allow people to post comments on the article means whether people can comment
on your posts or not. If you uncheck it, the comment option will not be available to
anyone; not good for your blog.

E-mail me when anyone posts a comment means WordPress will mail you when
someone makes a comment in your blog and that comment is not considered as a
spam or is held for moderation. If you turn this on, you will get notification instantly
when comments are made. However, if you get huge numbers of comments, this
may flood your inbox with lots of notifications everyday.

E-mail me when a comment is held for moderation means when someone makes
a comment and that comment is queued for moderation, WordPress will mail you
instantly. This setting is quite useful if you enable comment moderation so that you
get instant notification and take necessary steps. Please remember that enabling
this option as well as the previous one will send you only one mail when a spam is
posted, because it already fulfills the first criterion.

Comment author must fill out name and e-mail means what it states. While
commenting, name and email fields are mandatory, if you turn this on.

Comment author must have a previously approved comment means if you turn on
this setting, comments will not be displayed until the same poster has one approved
comment already. However, this setting is not so helpful. If you don't moderate
comments, this setting may come handy.

Well, that's it. Let us now start moderating comments.

Comment Moderation

To moderate queued comments, just log into your WordPress admin panel and click
on the Manage menu and then Posts. If you have comments awaiting moderation,
you will see something like this:

|Dashboard Write Manage Links Presentation Plugins LUsers Option5|

i BAEl Pages Categories Comments aiting Moderation (1) Files

Taking a closer look at the screenshot, you will see that there is a sub-menu stating
that a comment is waiting for moderation. Click on the Awaiting Moderation (1)
sub-menu. You will see the following screen:
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(ST SR o= Te R SV e T A ST T Sl Awaiting Moderation ('I)

Moderation Queue

1.  Name: &n Outsider | E-mail: mymail@mydomain.com | 1P: 127.0.0.1 |
Date: February 14, 2006

Hi there, its my comment

Edit | View Post | Delete just this comment | Bulk action: @] Approve @] Spam
O Delete @ Defer until later

Moderate Comments »

* Mark all for approval

* Mark all as spam
e Mark all for deletion

* Mark all for later

You see that someone named An Outsider posted a comment in your blog. If you
want to know under which post he or she made this comment, click on the View
Post link just below the comment. If you want to allow this comment, click on
Approve and then click on the Moderate Comments button. If you feel that you
need to edit something in this comment, click on the Edit link and you can edit it.

There are four choices for this comment. You can Approve it for display. You can
mark this comment as Spam so that WordPress understands that these sort of
comments will be marked as spam in future. You can straight Delete it. Finally, if
you are not sure what to do with this comment, keep it in the moderation queue for
later review by clicking Defer until later.

If you have more than one comment, then approving one after another may consume
too much time. So there are options for bulk action. On the lower section of this page,
there are four links titled Mark all for approval, Mark all as spam, Mark all for
deletion, and Mark all for later. If you click on any one of them, all the comments
awaiting moderation and visible in this page will be checked in that category. This
will save some time and avoid repetitive task.

Fighting with Comment Spams

You have already got an idea how people can misuse some very useful features of a
blog engine, like trackbacks and comments, for advertising purposes and spamming.
So all you have to do is start fighting with spams. No doubt, it's very tough to make
some automated programs or routines that can detect something as spam because
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spams don't always fall into a specific category. Moreover, spammers are also clever.
They are using new techniques, patterns, and styles for spamming. So it's really
tough to automate the process of anti-spamming.

However, all you can do is help the inner anti-spam procedure of WordPress

by providing some specific keywords that are generally marked as spam. If you
supply these words to WordPress, comments will be marked as spam when they
contain any of these words. You have two choices; you can either delete these spams
automatically or hold them in the moderation queue for manual checkup.

Let us learn how you can supply these words for WordPress. Go to the Options
menu and then the discussion sub-menu.

Firstly, you will see a section titled Comment Moderation. In this section, you can
insert suspicious words. If any of these words is found in a comment, WordPress
will hold it in the moderation queue, even if you turn on public commenting. There
is also another marker to suspect a comment as spam. A comment spam always
contains a link, sometimes more than one. In the comment moderation section,
there is a box that also detects a comment as spam if a comment contains more than
2 hyperlinks. You can set this number to any valid number. For example, you can
queue all comments that contain even one hyperlink.

Comment Moderation

Hold a comment in the queue if it contains more than 2 links. (& common
characteristic of comment spam is a large number of byperlinks.)

When a comment contains any of these words in its content, name, URI, e-mail, or
IP, hold it in the moderation queue: (Separate multiple words with new lines.)
Comron sparm words.

Check past comments against moderation list

Comment Blacklist

This is alist of words that vou want completely blacklisted from your blog. Be wery
careful what you add here, because if a comment matches something here it will be
completely nuked and there will be no notification. Remember that partial waords
can match, soif there is any chance something here might match it would be better
to put it in the moderation box abowe.

Blacklist comments from open and insecure proxies.
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Further down, there is another section titled Comment Blacklist. If you insert some
words and WordPress finds any of those words in any comment, then WordPress
will delete that comment immediately. Those comments will not be queued even for
moderation. So be sure before inserting any words here. Partial words can match
here. For example, if you indicate blackjack as a blacklisted word and insert only
black in the comment, then all comments containing the word black (black is a
common word and there may be many non-spam comments with this word) will be
deleted. Moreover, if the word black is part of a word like "blackbox", it will also get
deleted. So always be sure before inserting a word in this box.

There is also a checkbox Blacklist comments from open and insecure proxies at the
lower portion in this page. Comment spams are relayed by open proxies to avoid

IP bans. WordPress has an internal list of these open proxies. So if you turn this
checkbox on, it will delete any comment made from those blacklisted proxies as well.

Gravatar

When someone makes a comment in your posts, you can see only his or her name.
Any person posting comments using your email address must be you. So in
whichever blog you make comments using an email address that belongs to you, it
indicates that the person who made those comments is you. So an email address is a
unique ID of a person.

When someone makes a comment in WordPress, by default you can only see his or
her name and email address. It will be more pleasing if you can see his or her avatar
in this comment. An avatar is a small image chosen by someone as his or her picture.
It may be an image of anything. However, usually a person uses as an avatar a
picture that he or she thinks best represents himself or herself.

Gravatars came from this idea. Gravatar means "Globally Recognized Avatar".

www .gravatar.com is mainly a site that hosts your avatar as a URL from its site. You
can upload your avatars into the gravatar website and get an ID against your email
account. You can change your avatar anytime. You can also rate your gravatar for
different audiences like "G" or "R" as suitable to all.

When someone who has an account in gravatar against his/her email address makes
a comment in a blog, the blog engine searches the gravatar repository with his or
her email address and finds the avatar. Then that blog engine displays the avatar (or
gravatar) in every comment he or she has made in the blog.

This is a fantastic feature for every blog engine. Gravatars are known worldwide and
almost all the big blog engines have the capability to include this feature. From the
gravatar site, there are plug-ins available to add this feature to different blog engines.
There is also a plug-in for adding this feature to WordPress.
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Summary

The key features of a blog are posts and comments. In this chapter, we learned all
about posts and comments. We also learned how to increase the blog rating by using
trackbacks. Besides this, we have seen how to fight with comment spammers and
comment flooders. We will learn the details about templates, plug-ins, and some core
coding parts of WordPress in the upcoming chapters. Till then, happy blogging!
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WordPress is a powerful content management system, which you can use for
building general websites for your organization. A typical website consists of several
pages and sometimes some special services like payment processing, RSS, forums,
shoutbox, etc. In WordPress, you can do almost everything with the help of several
plug-ins. You can also develop a general-purpose website by developing pages,
which are basically considered as non-blog content. Before developing a site for your
company or product, you may need to plan the site structure; otherwise, the site may
look quite messy.

In this chapter, we are going to develop a general website that serves as a showcase for
a production company. As a sample, we will develop a website for Packt Publishing,
where it will display its books for sale and accept feedback from readers. Let's decide
the goal of this site, and then we will proceed towards the site structure.

Goals and Site Structure

We are going to design a website for a publishing company. These sites have some

specific goals to fulfill. For example, in our site we will be delivering the following

content. However, in real life, a publishing site must also have payment-processing
options besides these listed options:

e About page

e Homepage, where visitors get the latest news
e Books page

e Search box

e A page for authors

e Navigation panel

e Top-ranked book list

e Animage gallery
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Our site has a front page where we will display our latest events. From this page,
users will be able to navigate to the book gallery. They can also visit our top-ranked
books, where we rank our books based on the hit counts. There must be a page that
describes our company, and a page for authors to help them kick-start writing their
book with our company.

In our book gallery page, visitors will be able to search books on different criteria.
For example, they can sort them by the date of publishing, topics, alphabetically, or
by price. From this page, they can click over any book for a detailed description.

A search option must be present so that users can search for books on any topic.
They must be able to search by author name, book title, or any specific keyword.

A list of top-ranked books must be present in our front page. You may wonder how
we calculate the top-ranked books. For the sake of simplicity, we will calculate the
top-ranked books by counting the number of times they have been visited. As each
book has its own page (to count hits), we will be able to achieve this functionality.
However, in real life there may be several other measures on which the book rank

is calculated; for example, the quantity of sales, quantity of positive feedbacks, and
quantity of reviews. Among these, hit count is also a reliable process. If people are
not interested in your book, definitely your book will receive a relatively lower count
of hits compared to other books.

In the front page, we will also provide links to some sites that we think should be
displayed there. A calendar must also be present for easier navigation by displaying
daily or weekly posts as links in it, so that you can easily find them.

Getting Started

The only way we can create a new book entry is making a post. Then we can sort
books according to different criteria.

Making the Site

Now it's time to find a suitable theme for our site. Green Marine always delivers a
nice look and feel to your site; so let us try with Green Marine for the time being. We
need to modify the functionality of this theme to meet our requirements. There will
be small changes that you will have to make and you don't need to be a PHP coder
for that.

Our first task is to add some pages where we need less modification. We will add the
front page, the about us page, and the author page. Keep in mind that our front page
will be a regular WordPress page that excludes the post, which will display only
some specific content that we want to display on the front page.
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In general, all posts come to the front page instantly. However, in our site we are
planning to display only some specific posts. There is no built-in option for this
purpose, so we need to modify our theme. These are very small modifications and
you don't need to be a regular PHP developer for that.

Step 1: Create a Special Category

From the previous chapter, you have learned how to create categories and how

to make some post under a category. To solve our problem, we need to create a
category that we will use only for some selected posts to be displayed on the front
page. Let us create a category frontpage in our blog. You can follow these steps for
creating a category:

¢ Loginto the WordPress administration panel.
e Click on the Manage menu, and select Categories.

e Scroll down to the Add New Category section.

e Give the category name as frontpage and click on Add Category. Please note
that it is a top category with no parent. You may add an optional description
for each and every category.

Add New Category

Marne:
frontpage

Category parent:

Mone hd

Cescription: {optional}

posts for frontpage only

Add Category »

Step 2: Make Some Posts under this Category

After creating the category frontpage, add some posts and select frontpage as their
category from the right-hand side of the post section. Please be sure that your post
belongs to this category only.

Now it's time to add some general posts. For this, create another category book and
make some posts under that book category.
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If you look at your blog, you will find all the posts from all categories displayed on
the front page. However, according to our requirement we will display only specific
posts under the frontpage category. So we need to modify our theme a bit and tell
WordPress to collect those posts only.

Packt Publishers

Smarty PHP Template Programming and
Applications

Posted in ook by admin on the May 15th, 2006 Edit This Book Gallery

The Pages

Srarty is atemplating engine far PHP. Designers who are used to working with HThWL

files canwork with Smarty templates, which are HTML files with simple tags while

programmers work with the underlying PHP code. The Smarty engine brings the code The Search

and termplates together. The result of all this is that designers can concentrate on

designing, programmers can concentrate on programming, and they don't need to get p——
in each others way so much.

Ewen ifyou are developing a site on your own, Smarty is a powerful way to make your

code clearerto you and others, as well as easierto debug and modify later.

What you will learn from this book The Associates

A
This book is a2 comprehensive quide to all aspects of waing Smary. Itwill helo wou a = "
o onncha
Dougal
= Inatall and configure Smary onvour Web server hatt
= Undarstand how Smaty affects wowr web slte architecture, ahd build site Michel
founciations that make the most of what Smarty offers (more... ) Mike
Ryan

0 Comments

i ii . The St
Managing and Customizing OpenCms 6 Websites =

Posted in frontpage by admin on the May 15th, 2008 Edit This August 2008

il 20F

If you look at the preceding screenshot, you will find that posts from all the
categories (here book and frontpage) are displayed on the index page.

Step 3: Modify Main Index Template of the Theme

Using any FTP client or the built-in Theme Editor, open the index.php page of your
theme for editing. As we are using Green Marine, you will find this file in the path
wp-content/themes/greenmarine/index.php.
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If you are not sure about the Theme Editor, it's accessible
+ as asub menu under the Presentation menu. From the
Theme Editor, you will find a list of files in the current
selected theme that are editable from here, but they must
have write permission.

IEUEEE Theme Editor

Select theme to edit. | Green Maringe lv]  select »

Editing index.php

<?php get_header(); ?» [a] ‘Green Marinée'
<?php get sidebhar(); 7> theme files
<hr />
Stylesheet

<div id="content':
<?php if (have posts()) : while (have postsi()) : Sidebar
the posti(); 7= Footer

<?php // Post dates off by defaulc = Comments

Main Index Template

Header
2
2
Add the following line just before the <?php if (have_posts()) : while (have_

posts()) : the post(); 2> line:

<?php if (is_home())

{
}

?>

query posts ("category name='frontpage'") ;

The code means that if this is the front page, we will display posts from the category
frontpage only. So the first ten lines of this file will look like this:

<?php get_header(); °?>
<?php get sidebar(); 2>
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<hr />
<div id="content">
<? if (is_home())

{

query posts ("category name='frontpage'");

}

?>

<?php if (have posts()) : while (have posts()) : the post(); ?>

Save this file and refresh the front page of your blog. You will find that all the posts
are gone except those categorized as frontpage.

Packt Publishers

Managing and Customizing OpenCms 6 Websites

) ) o The Pages
Posted in by admin on the May 15th, 2006 Edit This
X ~ B R L R Book Gallery
Forthcoming - A complete guide to set up, configuration and administration
Apractical guide to creating and managing yvour own wehsite with this proven JavalJSpP
based content management system. This hook takes you through the process of
creating content rich wehsites and applications using Opencms. The Search

SEARCH
Although powerful and flexible, OpenCms can be daunting on first approach, hot its

advanced features reward the investment in learning. It is does not cover customizing or
extending OpenCms with JavallSP orusing as a framewaork for Java Development. The

focus is an Opencms as a complete CWE platform initsell (imore...) The Associates

What's new in BPEL 2nd edition? -
Fosted in by acmin on the kay 15th, 2006 Edit This enncha
Drauigal
Packt has now released a second edition of its book Business Process Execution it
Language for Weh Services. This hook is a comprehensive and practical guide to the Michel
design, development, usage, and syntax of Business Frocess Execution Language Mike:
(BFEL). The new edition contains a new chapter and a completely new structure to the Ryan

previous hook. Afulllist of the book's updates and what upgrade options are available
to owners ofthe first edition are listed below:
The Storage

August 2006

We are now seeing posts only from the frontpage category, which was a pretty
easy task.

Step 4: Turn off Commenting on Front Page Posts
As it is a site for a publishing firm, we may not want to display public comments
on the front page posts or allow commenting on the posts that we are displaying on
the front page. Therefore, to turn off commenting for these posts, just open the posts
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for editing and turn off commenting by unchecking the checkbox Allow Comments
from the right side, under the Discussion panel.

Discussian

[ Allaw Comments
[#] Allow Pings

Password-Protect Post =+

If you refresh the front page and click on any of the posts, you will find them
displaying Comments are closed. However, the link 0 Comments is still present on
the front page. Now it's time to remove that link from the front page.

Open the index. php file using any editor and search for the following code block:

<div class="comments">

<?php wp link pages(); ?>

<?php comments popup link(_ ('<strong>0</strong> Comments'),
('<strong>l</strong> Comment'), _ ('<strong>%</strong> Comments')); ?>
</div>

We need to tell WordPress that if it is the home page, then don't display the link. So
add a small logic test before this code block and modify it like this:

<? if (single cat_title("",false) !="frontpage"):?>
<div class="comments">

<?php wp link pages(); ?>

<?php comments popup link(_ ('<strong>0</strong> Comments'),
('<strong>l</strong> Comment'), _ ('<strong>%</strong> Comments')); ?>
</div>

<? endif; ?>

The line single_cat_title("", false) returns the category name of the current
post. So we simply checked that the current category is not frontpage; if not we
still display the number of comments, using the function comments_popup_1link;
otherwise the link is skipped.
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Packt Publishers

The Pages
Managing and Customizing OpenCms 6 Websites
Posted in by admin on the May 1 5th, 2006
Forthcoming - A complete guide to set up, configuration and administration The Search
Apractical guide to creating and managing yaur own wehsite with this proven JavalSP
based content management system. This book takes you through the process of
creating content rich websites and applications using OpenCms. Although powerful and SEAREd
flexible, Openims can be daunting on first approach, hut its advanced features reward
the investment in learning. Itis does not cover customizing or extending OpenCms with
JavaldSP orusing as a framewark for Java Development. The focus is on OpenCms as
a complete CMS platform in itself (more...) The Associates
y - e Al
What's new in BPEL 2nd edition? N
Posted in kry @dmin on the May 1 5th, 2006 Dougsl
Fackt has now released a second edition of its book Business Process Execution e
Language forveb Services. This book is a comprehensive and practical guide to the Michel
design, development, usage, and syntax of Business Process Execution Language Mike
{BPEL). The new edition contains a new chapter and a completely new structure to the Ryan
previous hook. A full list ofthe book's updates and what upgrade options are available
to awners of the first edition are listed below:

Step 5: Populate Some Data

Now it's time to add some data to our database. As our website is a general-purpose
website for publishers, we must have some books. We have to categorize each book
in different book categories. In our sample website, we have four categories. Before
populating data, let's create these four categories from the administration panel.

We will make every book entry as a regular post, but they must belong to
appropriate categories.

e Open-source

e Java

e PHP

e Content Management System

Don't worry about the display of these posts. They will not appear in the front page,
since we are displaying only some specific posts on our front page.

Step 6: Create Category Pages

Now we have to create some category pages. If our visitor clicks on any category,
they will see just the titles of the books. When they click on the title of one of these
books, they can see the details about that particular book.
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So we have to modify our theme again. Let us open the index. php file inside our
theme, i.e. in the Green Marine folder, and modify it as shown in the following
code segment:

<?if (is_category()) $cat=true;?>
<?php get header(); ?>
<?php get_sidebar(); ?>

<hr />
<div id="content">
<?php if (is_home())
{
query posts ("category name='frontpage'") ;
Shomepage= true;

}

?>

<?php if (have posts()) : while (have posts()) : the post(); ?>
<?php // Post dates off by default the date('',K6 '<h2>','</h2>"); ?>
<div id="post-<?php the ID(); ?>">

<h2><a href="<?php the permalink() ?>" rel="bookmark"s>
<?php the title(); ?></a></h2>
<? if(!$cat):?>
<div class="meta">
<?php _e("Posted in"); ?> <?php the category(',6') ?>
by <?php the author() ?> on the <?php the time('F jS, Y') ?>

<?php edit post link(_ ('Edit This')); ?></divs
<div class="main">
<?php the content( (' (more...)')); 2>
</divs>
<?endif;?>
</div>
<? 1f (single cat title("",false) !="frontpage") :?>

<? if(!$cat) :?>
<div class="commentsg">

<?php wp link pages(); ?>
<?php comments popup link( ('<strong>0</strong> Comments'),
('<strong>l</strong> Comment'), _ ('<strong>%</strong> Comments')); ?>
</divs>

<? endif;?>
<? endif; ?>

<?php comments template(); ?>
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<?php endwhile; else: ?>
<div class="warning"s>
<p><?php e('Sorry, no posts matched your criteria, please try and
search again.'); ?></p>
</div>
<?php endif; ?>

<?php posts nav link (' &#8212; ',  ('&laquo; Previous Page'),
('Next Page &raquo;')); ?>

</div>
<!-- End float clearing -->
</div>
<!-- End content -->
<?php get footer(); ?>

If you look at the preceding code, you will find the modified code highlighted. At the
top-most line, we just check whether the page is a category page. If so, we initialize

a variable as true. We did this at the top of the page because the is_category ()
function always returns true inside a WordPress 'post' loop; so we must check

it outside the loop. After that we skipped displaying the details of the post, if it

is a category page. Finally, we hid the pop-up comment link. Now if you visit a
particular category, you will see the following screen:

Packt Publishers

The Pages

The Sesarch
search site archivea

A The Associates

Alex
Donncha

This is the typical look of a category where we display only the titles of the books.
Each of these links is clickable and will navigate to the book's details when clicked.
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You may not find the layout of the screen satisfactory. However, you can display it
any way you want; you just have to know some CSS coding and that's all. You can
do the rest. For the sake of simplicity, I skipped that part in this book.

Step 7: Add Some Description to Each Category
Page

We will now add some description at the top of each category page. For example,
when people click on the Open-Source category, they will see a detailed description
of this category and what type of books are covered here. After that description, we

will display our regular listing of books. Each category page must show its unique
description. Let us take a look at the following screenshot:

Packt Publishers

Blah Blah Blah - Some description far category "OpenSource” Blah Blah Blah - Some
description for category "OpenZource” Blah Blah Blah - Some description for categary
"OpenSource” Blah Blah Blah - Some description for category "OpenSource” Blah Blah
Blah - Some description for category "OpenSource” Blah Blah Blah - Some description
for category"OpenSource” Blah Blah Blah - Some description for category "OpenSaource”
Blah Blah Blah - Some description for category "OpenSource” Blah Blah Blah - Some
description far category "OpenSource” Blah Blah Blah - Some description for category
"OpenSougrce”

The preceding page is displayed when someone clicks on the Open-Source category.
Let us take a look at another category page:
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Packt Publishers

And now, this is Content Management Systermn. And now, this is Caontent Management
Systemn. And now, this is Content Management System. And now, this is Content
Management System. And naw, this is Content Management System. And now, this is
Content Management Systerm. And now, this is Content Management Systern. And now,
this is Content Management System. And nowy, this is Content Management System.
And now, this is Content Management Systerm. And naw, this is Content Management

System.

This is the CMS category. Please note that these two category pages each display

their own description at the top of the page.

To achieve this functionality, we must add some description to each category from
the administration panel. Let us log into the admin panel and select the Manage
menu. Now click on the Categories sub-menu. You will find every category in your
WordPress blog listed in this category management panel. Beside each category
there is an Edit link. Click on that link and you will find the page where you can add

a description for them.

Edit Category

Category name:

Category slug:

Category parent:

Description:

CMS

cms

Mone e

And now, this is Content Management -

System. And now, this is Content

Management System. And now, this is

Content Management System, And now, this

is Content Management System. And now,

this is Content Management System. And w

Edit categary »
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After adding some description, save it by clicking on the Edit Category button.

Now we have to modify our theme so that we can display these descriptions at the
top of each category page. We first have to extract the description of the current
category. Unfortunately, there is no built-in function in WordPress to do that.
However, we can make use of some other functions. Firstly, we have to extract the
current category name. We can do that using the single_cat_title () function.
After that we must retrieve the current category object from which we can get the
category description. Let's take a look at the code of the index.php file in our theme:

<?if (is_category()) S$cat=true;?>
<?php get_header(); ?>
<?php get sidebar(); ?>

<hr />
<div id="content">
<?php if (is_home())
{
query posts ("category name='frontpage'") ;
Shomepage= true;
}
?>
<?
$catobj=get category(get cat ID(single cat title('', false))):
echo $catobj->category description;

?2>

<?php if (have posts()) : while (have posts()) : the post(); 2>
<?php // Post dates off by default the date('',6 '<h2>','</h2>"); ?>
<div id="post-<?php the ID(); ?>">

<h2><a href="<?php the permalink() ?>" rel="bookmark"s>
<?php the title(); ?></a></h2>

<? if(!Scat) :?>
<div class="meta">
<?php _e("Posted in"); ?> <?php the category(',') ?> by
<?php the author() ?> on the <?php the time('F jS, Y') ?>

<?php edit post link(_ ('Edit This')); ?></div>
<div class="main">
<?php the content( ('(more...)')); ?>
</div>
<?endif;?>

</div>

<? if (single_cat_title("",false) !="frontpage") :?>
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<? if (!Scat) :?>

<div class="comments">

<?php wp link pages(); ?>
<?php comments popup link( ('<strong>0</strong> Comments'),
('<strong>l</strong> Comment'), _ ('<strong>%</strong> Comments')); ?>
</div>

<? endif;?>
<? endif; ?>

<?php comments template(); ?>

<?php endwhile; else: ?>
<div class="warning"s>
<p><?php e ('Sorry, no posts matched your criteria, please try and
search again.'); ?>
</p>
</div>
<?php endif; ?>

<?php posts nav link (' &#8212; ',  ('&laquo; Previous Page'),
('Next Page &raquo;')); ?>

</div>
<!-- End float clearing -->
</div>
<!-- End content -->
<?php get footer(); ?>

If you take a look at the preceding highlighted code, you will find that we used three
functions, namely single_cat_title(), get_cat_ID(), and get_category (). The
get_cat_id () function returns the ID of a category when the name of that category
is supplied to this function as a parameter, and the get category () function returns
a category object when the category ID is passed as a parameter to it. When the
following line of code executes, we get a category object in the $catobj variable:

$catobj=get category(get cat ID(single cat title('', false))):
Now we will just access its description property and display it:
echo $catobj->category description;

That's it! Notice how we can achieve some great functionality with just a few lines
of code.
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Step 8: An All Books Section

Well, now we need to display all the books in one single page despite their parent
category. That is, whether a book belongs to the Java category or the open-source
category, they must all show up in the All Books page.

We have to first create a category named All Books from the Category section. Then
we can proceed further with the other tasks.

Next, we just have to modify all our book posts and add the category that we created
earlier as All Books. That is, a book that belongs to the PHP category or whatever
other category, must also belong to this All Books category.

For this, just log into the admin panel and then select the Manage menu. Create a
category called All Books from the Category sub-menu. Now click on the Posts
sub-menu and edit each post to add the All Books category to it from the right-hand
side category pane. From now on, for every book that you will add, add a parent
category under which that book should display and of course this All Books category.

Packt Publishers

Al Books from Packl Publishers The Fages
Mastering Maml

The Search .
search site archives

The Associates

PHF Alex
Donncha
v B A Dougal
Matt
- - Michel
FHPEC ||:. 58 Mike
Ryan

Now we have all our books displayed on one single page. Simple tricks save a lot
of time. When you are not very familiar with the internals of WordPress, you may
be scared to do a lot of coding for simple tasks. However, in real life WordPress is
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so flexible and extensible that you can do almost everything with this amazing
blog engine.

Step 9: Customize the Categories

Now it's time to decorate our Category menu so that it shows only the necessary
categories and no extra ones. If we look at our Category menu now, we will find all
our categories being displayed and creating a total mess. Let us take a look:

The Categories

genetal
hioak
frontpage
FHP

ChS
Java

Opensource

That's definitely not the look we want. We want to display only the following
menus here:

e PHP

e CMS

e  Open-Source
e Java

e All Books

We need to exclude all other unnecessary menus from the list. There are again some
built-in features that we can make use of. Now we need to modify the sidebar.php
file inside our theme. If you open the file, you will find that the following segment is
responsible for displaying the categories in a list.

<h3><?php e('The Categories'); ?></h3>
<uls>

<?php wp list cats(); ?>
</ul>
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Thiswp_list_cats () function generates a list from all the available categories and
returns them in a list. Now we want to exclude some of these categories from being
displayed. The wp_1list_cats () function supports category exclusion. All we have
to do is to supply the IDs of the categories that we want to hide as a parameter to this
function. However, we need to know the category IDs for this.

Now log into the administration panel and choose the Categories sub-menu from
Manage. You will find a page that looks like the following screenshot:

Categories (add new)

S # .
1D Name Description Posts Action
12 All BEooks All Books from Packt Publishers 7 Edit Delete
5 book 1 Edit Delete

And now, this is Content Management System.
And now, this is Content Managerment System.
And now, this is Content Management System.
And now, this is Content Managerment System.
And now, this is Content Management System.
9 CMS And now, this is Content Managerment System. 3 Edit Delete
And now, this is Content Management System.
And now, this is Content Managerment System.
And now, this is Content Management System.
And now, this is Content Managerment System.
And now, this is Content Management System.

6 frontpage 7 Edit Delete
2 general 1 Edit Delete
10 Java 1 Edit Delete

Elah Elah Elah - Some description for category
"Cpensource” Elah Elah Elah — Some description
for category "Opensource” Blah Elah Blah - Some
description for category "Opensource” Elah Elah
Blah - Some description for categony

Here, you find all the categories in our blog. In the left-most column, you will find their
ID. In the preceding screenshot, we have noted the IDs we want to exclude. Those are
5,6,2,and 1. Now let us edit the wp_1list cats () function in sidebar.php as follows:

<h3><?php e('The Categories'); ?></h3>
<uls>

<?php wp list cats("exclude=2,5,1,6"); ?>
</ul>

Now refresh your WordPress blog and take a look at the category panel.
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The Categories

PHF
Chs
Java

Opensaurce

Now we have excluded all the unnecessary categories from our category panel.
However, there is still something more to do. If you look at your category panel, you
will find that the categories are displayed in no specific order. We can show them in
ascending or descending order. For this we need to modify the preceding code block
as shown below:

<h3><?php e ('The Categories'); ?></h3>
<uls>

<?php wp_ list cats("exclude=2,5,1,6&sort column=name"); °?>
</uls>

The Categories

Chi=

Java
Opensource
PHP

Now it is sorted and looks perfect. However, we don't want a title like The
Categories. Let us make it Book Categories. Just modify the preceding code block
and replace the The Categories text with Book Categories.

<h3><?php e ('Book Categories'); ?></h3>
<ul>

<?php wp list cats("exclude=2,5,1,6&sort column=name"); ?>
</ul>

EBook Categories

ChZ

Java
OpenSource
FHF
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Now it perfectly fits with what we want.

Step 10: Adding the About Us Page and Author
Page

Now we will add some other static pages as we planned earlier while planning the
site structure. There will be a page about the company and a page solely for authors.
Both of these pages are static and they will be displayed as a page, not regular posts.

Besides these two static pages, we must have an image gallery and a top-ranked
book list.

Let us add these static pages first. That will not be a big job at all. Just add them as
pages, and you are done!

Step 11: Top Ranked Book List

This is a slightly tough part of this chapter. To display some books as top-listed
books we have several options. We may create a manual list by editing the sidebar;
however, it will not be dynamic at all and is not an acceptable solution. A better
solution is to create a real top books list by counting the number of views of each
book and dynamically displaying them. For this purpose, we need to create a plug-in
on our own. Don't worry, we will keep it simple.

To make this plug-in work properly, we have to store the number of hits in persistent
storage, that is where we can re-use them. You can use the database for storing them
and that will be the best solution. However, as we are going for a simple plug-in, we
will be using a simple text file for this purpose; but remember to use the database
(either MySQL or SQLite) wherever possible. If you are already familiar with PHP
coding, you can modify the code to suit any database table instead of a flat file.

Now we will design a plug-in, which adds a one pixel by one pixel image to the
content of every post dynamically. The image will refer to a PHP file that will act as a
hit counter after each call. The following code explains this:

<?

/*

Plugin Name: Hit Counter

Plugin URI: Uh.. No URL

Description: A plugin which counts the number of times a post been
viewed

Author: Hasin Hayder

Version: 1.0

Author URI: http://hasin.wordpress.com

*/
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?>

<?

add filter("the content","HitCount") ;
function HitCount (Scontent)

{
global $id;

Scategories = get the category();
foreach($categories as S$Scategory)
{
if ($category->cat name=="All Books")
return S$content.'"<img style='display:none '
src='http://wordpress_url/hitcount.php?id={$id}'>;
}

return Scontent;

?>

Please replace wordpress_url with your WordPress installation URL. Save this file
as hitcounter.plugin.php and place this file in the /wp-content/plugins folder
using any FTP client.

Now log into the admin panel and click on the Plugin menu. You will see a list of all
the available plug-ins. The plug-in (HitCounter) also appears here. From this admin
panel, you can activate and deactivate any plug-in. However, don't activate the
HitCounter plug-in. We have something else to do.

Plugin Management

Plugins extend and expand the functionality of WordPress. Once a plugin is installed, you
may activate it or deactivate it here,

Plugin Version Description Action

Akismet checks your comments against the
Akismet web serivce to see if they look like spam
or nat. You need a WordPress.com AP key to use
this service, You can review the spam it catches
under "Manage” and it automatically deletes old
spam after 15 days. Hat tip: Michael Hampton and
Chris |. Davis for help with the plugin. S Afate
Mullerweg.

A plugin which counts the number of times a post
been viewed 8y Hasin Hayder .

Akismet 1.4 Activate

Hit Counter 1.0 Activate
This is not just a plugin, it symbalizes the hope
and enthusiasm of an entire generation summed
up in two words sung most famously by Louis

Hella Dally 1.5 Armstrong: Hello, Dolly. When activated you will Activate
randomly see a lyric from Hello, Dally in the upper
right of your admin screen aon every page. fy Matt
Muflerweg.
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Now we need to create another file called hitcount .php in the root directory of our
WordPress installation.

<?
$id = $ GET(['id'];
Sunserialized data = file get contents("hits.txt");
if (empty(Sunserialized data))
{
Shits = array();
}

else

{

Shits = unserialize (Sunserialized data);
}
//echo "<pre>".print r($hits, true)."</pres";
Shits[sid]l=shits[$id]+1 ;
Sfp=fopen ("hits.txt", "w") ;
flock ($fp, LOCK NB) ;
fwrite ($fp, serialize(Shits));
flock ($fp, LOCK_UN) ;
fclose ($fp) ;

?>

We need to do one more thing. Let us create a file called hits.txt in your
WordPress root directory using an FTP client and change its permission to 665 or
Irw—rw—r—-.

Now we need to create a function that generates our top books list. Let us modify
our hitcounter.plugin.php file as follows:

<?

/*

Plugin Name: Hit Counter

Plugin URI: Uh.. No URL

Description: A plugin which counts the number of times a post been
viewed

Author: Hasin Hayder

Version: 1.0

Author URI: http://hasin.wordpress.com
*/

?>

<?
add_filter("the content", "HitCount") ;
function HitCount (Scontent)

{
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global $id;
Scategories = get the category();
foreach($categories as S$Scategory)
{
if ($category->cat name=="All Books")
return S$content.'"<img style='display:none '
src='http://localhost/wp/hitcount.php?id={$id}'>";
}

return Scontent;

function GetTopBooks ($1imit=10)

{
Stop books = array();
Sunserialized data = file get contents("hits.txt");
Shits = @unserialize($Sunserialized data) ;
Slimit=$limit>count (Shits) ?count (Shits) :$1limit;
$i=0;
if (is_array($hits))
{

arsort ($hits, SORT DESC) ;

foreach(shits as $post id=>$post hit)
{
Si++;
if ($i>$1imit) break;
//$post_id = $hits[$i];
Scurrent post = get post ($post_id);
Stop books[] =
"<lis><a href='http://localhost/wp/?p={Spost_id}'>".
Scurrent post-spost _title."<a/></1li>";

}

return implode ($top books) ;

}

?>

Now we have a GetTopBooks () function that returns the list of top books in an
array. We are going to use it in sidebar. php.

So modify sidebar.php as follows. The added portion of code has been highlighted.

<!-- begin sidebar -->
<div id="right">
<!--

<div id="author">
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Here is a section you can use to briefly talk about
your site. Uncomment and delete this line to use.

<h3><?php e ('The Author'); ?></h3>
<p>Your description here.</p>
</div>
<div class="line"></divs>
-=>

<div id="links">

<div id="pages">

<h3><?php e ('The Pages'); ?></h3>
<ul>
<?php wp list pages('title 1li='"); ?>
</ul>
</div>

<div class="line"></divs>

<h3>The Search</h3>
<p class="searchinfo">search site archives</p>
<div id="search"s>
<div id="search area">
<form id="searchform" method="get" action=
"<?php echo $_SERVER['PHP_SELF']; ?>">

yourself or

<input class="searchfield" type="text" name="g"

id="g" value="" title="Enter keyword to search" />
<input class="submit" type="submit" name=
"submit" value="" title="Click to search archives" />
</form>
</div>

</div>
<div class="line"></div>
<h3>Top Books</h3>
<ul>
<?=GetTopBooks () ?>
</ul>

<div class="line"></divs>

<h3><?php e('The Associates'); ?></h3>
<ul>
<?php get links('-1', '<li>', '</1is', '', 0, 'name', 0, O,
-1, 0); ?>
</ul>

<div class="line"></divs>
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<h3><?php e ('The Storage'); ?></h3>
<ul>
<?php wp get archives('type=monthly'); ?>
</ul>
<div class="line"></divs>
<h3><?php e ('Book Categories'); ?></h3>
<ul>

<?php wp list cats("exclude=2,5,1,6&sort column=name") ;

</ul>
<div class="line"></divs>
<h3><?php e('The Meta'); ?></h3>
<ul>
<l-- <li><?php // wp_register(); ?></li> -->
<lis>Hello</1i>

in RSS'); ?>">
<?php e ('Comments <abbr title="Really Simple
Syndication">RSS</abbr>'); ?>
</a></1li>
<li><a href="#content" title="back to top"s>Back to top
</a></1li>
<?php wp meta(); ?>
</ul>
</div>
</div>
<!-- end sidebar -->

<li><?php wp_ loginout (); ?></li>
<li><a href="http://wordpress.org/" title=
"<?php e ('Powered by WordPress, state-of-the-art
semantic personal publishing platform.
<abbr title="WordPress">WP</abbr>
</a></1li>
<li><a href="http://gmpg.org/xfn/">
<abbr title="XHTML Friends Network">XFN</abbr>
</a></1li>
<li><a href="feed:<?php bloginfo('rss2 url'); ?>"

title="<?php e('Syndicate this site using RSS');

<?php e('<abbr title="Really Simple Syndication">
RSS</abbr>'); ?>

</a></1li>

<li><a href="feed:<?php bloginfo('comments rss2 url

") ;

title="<?php e('The latest comments to all posts

?>

?2>">

?>">

251
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This will add the top books list in the sidebar as follows:

Top Books

As soon as any visitor visits any book, the data will be updated and the list will be

sorted accordingly.

Step 12: Adding Links of Associates

Now it's time to add some links of our associates. The associates will be

displayed under a special Associates section. To add a link in our WordPress
installation, log into the admin panel and select Links. You will see the available
list of links as shown in the following screenshot:

All

Hame

Alex

Donncha

Dougal

Matt

Michel

Mike

Ryan

Description:

Description:

Description:

Description:

Description:

Description:

Description:

Show links in categony:

e

URI

alexking.org

Order by:

Mame hd

Category rel

Elogroll

blags.linux.ie/ xeer Elagrall

dougal.gunters.org Elogroll
photomatt.net Elogroll
zengun.org/weblog Elagroll

zedl.com/journalized  Blogroll

boren.nu

Elagrall

Show

Image Visible

Action

Edit

Edit

Edit

Edit

Edit

Edit

Edit

Delete

Delete

Delete

Delete

Delete

Delete

Delete

o o o oo o o

You can manage all existing links from here. However, to add a new link just select
the Add Link sub-menu under this menu. You will be redirected to a page where
you can add new links.
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Manage Links FUl B8 Link Categories |Import Links

Add a link:
Basics

URI:
Link Name:
Short description:

Category: | 1: Blogroll #

add Link =

As soon as you add a link, it will be visible in the sidebar. You can also add links
under different categories from the Link Categories menu.

Step 13: Adding an Image Gallery

Now here's another tough part of our project. We need to add an image gallery
where we will display all cover pages of our books as images. To do this, let us see
our possible choices:

e We can use a plug-in that extracts all images from a specific directory and
displays them.

e We can store our images in any photo organizer (like Flickr) and displaying
them from that organizer using any compatible plug-in; but we are not going
to do that when we are deploy our blog in our self-managed hosting.

e We can add images as a separate post that will link to each of the individual
original posts.

In this section, we will see how to implement all these possible solutions. The best
solution for our problem is the third option. However, in different scenarios the
other two options would be considered as the best solution. So let's start one by one.
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Solution 1: Extract Images from a Specific Directory

For this, we need to design a plug-in that extracts all images from any specific
directory and displays them as a gallery. Moreover, when someone clicks on any
of those images, it will redirect to its corresponding book post. To accomplish this,
we need to follow one rule, and that is, we must name each image according to the
format PostId-imagetitle.ImageExtension

Let us now design the plug-in. It will extract all images from the coverpage folder
inside our WordPress root directory.

<?

/*

Plugin Name: Image Gallery

Plugin URI: Uh.. No URL

Description: A plugin which displays all images under any dir as image
gallery

Author: Hasin Hayder

Version: 1.0

Author URI: http://hasin.wordpress.com
*/

?>

<?

add_filter("the content", "ImageGallery");

function ImageGallery (Scontent)

{

if (strpos(Scontent, "{gallery}")!==false)

{
$content = str replace("{gallery}","", $content );
Sfp = opendir ("coverpage") ;
Stable = "<table cellpadding='5' cellspacing='5"'>";
Si=false;

while ($dir = readdir($fp))
if (is_file("coverpage/{$dir}"))
{
if (false==8%1)

{

Stable .="<tr>";
}
$1 = 181;
Sfile = split("-",sdir);
Spost_id = $file[0];

Stable .="<td>
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<a href='http://localhost/wp/?p={$post_id}'>
<img src=''http://localhost/wp/coverpage/{$dir}'></a></td>";

if (false==%$1)

{

Stable .="</tr>";

}
}
}

Stable .= "</table>";

}

return Scontent.Stable;

}

?>

Now save this file as imagegallery.plugin.php in the wp-contents/plugin
folder. Next enable the plug-in from the Plugin administration panel.

To see the plug-in in action, create a folder named coverpage in the WordPress
root directory. Inside the directory, place some image following the exact naming

convention postid-filename.extension.

Now let us create a new page where you just add the string {gallery}. Please note that
it is a page and not a regular post, since we are displaying this gallery as a separate
page in our blog. You can also add some additional text; but {gallery} must be

present in the content of the text.

Write Page

Fage Title

Book Gallery

Fage Content
B I 8 = iz

+qgallery

) HTML .Qj

|

|
il
m
M|
]
ke
10

That is all! Visit this page in your browser, and you will see the image gallery.
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Packt Publishers

s
=3l
= | | Lol I¥

Posted in Uncategorized by admin on the June 10th, 2006 Edit This

AJAX and FHP

Please note that you must add the string {gallery} wherever you want to display this
image gallery. The string {gallery} can be added to any post or any page. Whenever
you add the text {gallery} in the content, it will display the gallery there. It is not
specific to this page only.

Solution 2: Image from Photo Organizer

There are some interesting plug-ins already available for this purpose. FAlbum does
its job pretty well, if you are using photos from your existing Flickr account. If you are
using any other popular image organizer/ gallery script like Gallery or Coppermine,
please take a look at the Codex plug-in directory for appropriate plug-ins.

Solution 3: Creating a Gallery Manually

This is the easiest step among these three solutions. Here all we need to do is to
create a page where we add every image using the <img> tag or simply using the
built-in image browser button at the bottom of the Write Page. Before that, we need
to upload each and every book image with the built-in uploader of WordPress.
Next, we will add those pictures one by one manually to our page. We can also add
hyperlinks to these images using the <a> tag or by clicking the link button from the
toolbar. That's it. Take a look at the following screenshot:
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Write Page

Page Title

Manual Book Gallery
Page Content

B I s =

I
M
]
K

10
5
;

Drupal
i AJAX and PHP

Path: 4

Upload Browsel Erowese All

Summary

In this chapter, we have learned how to create a complete general-purpose website
with WordPress. These posts are considered as non-blog content. WordPress
provides an extremely flexible set of APIs with which you can extend your

theme and achieve almost every kind of functionality with minimum effort and
code modification.

If you study the WordPress API from Codex, you will learn how to extend
WordPress in more depth than discussed here. Moreover, we have two complete
chapters on how to develop themes and plug-ins from scratch. In those chapters,
we will discuss WordPress APIs in more details. For now, please review the
modifications that you have just done in this chapter and try to play with them by
modifying them according to your requirements.
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In this chapter, we will introduce you to the new buzzword in the Internet content
management world. Since its invention in 1990, the World Wide Web has become

the biggest repository of information. The total amount of information stored in
servers located in different places on earth is tremendous and we can't even imagine
it! With this ample information, it is really difficult to find out what is necessary for
us. The evolution of search engines like Yahoo, Google, and Lycos make it a bit easier
to locate the information. However, it's really a big job to deliver content to your
readers and to read the necessary data. To keep yourself up to date with this vast
amount of information you need an easy way to proceed.

Feeds were developed to address this problem. RSS feeds basically provide
information about a web-based resource, its URL, its title, a short description, and
sometimes links to other documents that are relevant to it. In this chapter, we will
discuss how feeds can change the concept of content delivery, content aggregation,
and how to stay up-to-date using feeds. Feeds are now so developed that you can
deliver almost any type of content with them.

What are Feeds All About?

A few years ago you used to receive up-to-date news in your mailbox. You couldn't
avoid reading those big emails for valuable news. However, these mails were stored
in the mailbox in such an unstructured and haphazard manner that tracing them for
later use was really a big job. Most of the time, those mails were considered as one-
time reading. Moreover, searching through mailboxes is sometimes not flexible and
private business mailboxes are usually not big enough to store these big newsletters.

Yet another way of keeping yourself up to date is just visiting the website and
checking manually if there is anything recent. However, there is no guarantee that
you didn't overlook any item. In this process, you have to check the whole site to
find out what's new.
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Here comes the magic of feeds. Feeds are a short summary of content presented in a
pre-defined structured way that tells you exactly what is new and up to date. Using
feed aggregators (software that can read feeds), you can always stay up to date. You
can even listen to podcasts using your feed aggregator. If you know what is new, you
will not bother to do a manual search for information. Feeds were invented to deliver
recent news to visitors and to avoid the boredom of searching for information.

History of Feeds

Whether it is the discovery of Newton's laws or Einstein's universal energy formula,
there are always some great stories behind every innovation. To figure out how

the RSS feeds evolved into the current state, let us take a look at their history. For
starters, RSS stands for Really Simple Syndication.

Dave Winer of UserLand (http://www.userland.com) is the man mostly
responsible for the evolution of RSS, the leading format for feeds. First he developed
a system to deliver news, which he called scriptingNews. Thereafter, Dan Libby
modified Winer's work to grab news and display it on the Netscape website.

This time they only displayed a title, a link, and a small description. Due to this
modification, Netscape users were able to read news aggregated from different
sources into the Netscape website. If they were interested to read further, they could
go directly to the original news source through the link provided.

Dan Libby's work was in some ways the first version of RSS. The process was called
RDF, which stands for Resource Description Format. Using this format, anyone
could publish the title, description, and link of any web-based resource. Shortly after
Libby's work on RSS 0.9, he decided to bring about some major structural changes.
The changed format was designated RSS 0.91.

In 2000, a group of developers created RSS 1.0 based on RDF. This version of RSS was
a bit complicated with several modules. Developers could now use RSS to describe any
resource. This version was a feature-rich pack of the original RSS. In the meantime,
Dave Winer released the new edition of RSS 0.91, which he versioned as 0.92. At

this time Netscape's original site, for which the RSS was developed, was shut down.
However, many people had already started using RSS and they preferred to stay with
the simple version of RSS, which was 0.91, and thus this version became the de facto.

In 2002, a new era began with the release of RSS 2.0. Dave Winer had left UserLand,
but he was still interested in developing RSS formats. So he delivered this new
version with some new features like publication date, a unique identifier, and
support for namespaces.

In 2003, UserLand shifted the copyright of RSS 2.0 to Harvard while Dave Winer
went to study for a year in Berkman Center for Internet and Society in Harvard.
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During this time, an advisory committee for the evolution of RSS was formed.
Meanwhile, based on some propositions on existing RSS formats by Sam Ruby, a
developer in IBM, another feed format was born. The format was first called Echo,
then Pie, and finally called Atom.

Some versions of RSS are based on RDF, while some are not. RSS 0.9 and 1.0 are
based on original RDF. The modern RSS news aggregators can read all these formats.
So you need not worry about which format to use to deliver content. However, the
simplest RSS format is 0.91, which is better for faster delivery of your content. If you
really don't want to deliver extended contents like images, audio, and video, then
use the 0.91 version; otherwise, stay with RSS 2.0.

RSS Formats

We have gone through the history and evolution of the various RSS formats. In this
section, we will take a short look at the structure of the different popular formats of
RSS, especially 0.91, 1.0, and 2.0 and we will also take a look at Atom.

RSS 0.91

In RSS 0.91, everything is described under a channel. In a channel, there are several
items. Every item has its own title, description, and link. A channel also features a
title, link, and description of the whole RSS content. The following code block shows
the typical format of RSS 0.91:

<?xml version="1.0"?>

<rss version="0.91">

<channels>

<title>the title of this feed</title>

<link>a valid URL to this feed</link>
<description>description of this feed</description>
<language>language code, for example en-us</language>

<item>

<title>Title of first item</title>

<1link>Url of first item</link>

<description>Short description about this item.</descriptions>
</item>

<item>

<title>Title of second item</titles>

<1link>Url of second item</link>

<description>Short description about this item.</descriptions>
</item>

</channel>

</rss>
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RSS 1.0
The following code block displays the typical format of RSS 1.0:

<?xml version="1.0"?>

<rdf :RDF
xmlns:rdf="http://www.w3.0rg/1999/02/22-rdf -syntax-ns#"
xmlns="http://purl.org/rss/1.0/"
xmlns:dc="http://purl.org/dc/elements/1.1/">
<channel rdf:about="http://www. put website url here.com">
<title>The Name of the Feed</title>
<link>http://www. put website url here.com</link>
<description>Feed description.</descriptions>
<language>en-us</language>

<items>

<rdf:Seqg>

<rdf:1i rdf:resource="http://www.
put_website url here.com/pagel.html" />

<rdf:1i rdf:resource="http://www.
put_website url here.com/page2.html" />

</rdf :Seqg>

</items>

</channels>

<item rdf:about="http://www.
put_website url here.com/pagel.html">
<title>Title of First Item</title>
<link>http://www. put website url here.com</link>
<description>The item 1 content.</descriptions>
<dc:creator>Author</dc:creator>
<dc:date>yyyy-mm-dd</dc:date>

</item>

<item rdf:about="http://www.yoursite.com/page2.html">
<title>Title of Second Item</titles>
<link>http://www. put website url here.com</link>
<description>The item 2 content.</descriptions>
<dc:creator>Author</dc:creator>
<dc:date>yyyy-mm-dd</dc:date>

</item>

</rdf :RDF>

RSS 2.0

Similar to the previous code blocks, the following code block displays the format
for RSS 2.0:
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<rss version="2.0">

<channels>

<title>The Name of the Feed</title>
<link>http://www. put website url here.com</link>
<description>Feed Description.</description>
<language>en-us</language>

<copyright>Copyright notice</copyrights>
<pubDate>Tue, 28 Nov 2006 11:02:03 GMT</pubDate>
<lastBuildDate>Tue, 5 Dec 2006 10:40:01 GMT</lastBuildDate>
<managingEditors>you@domain.com</managingEditor>
<webMaster>webmaster@domain.com</webMasters>
<item>

<title>Title of First Item</title>
<link>http://www.put website url here.com</link>
<description>The item 1 content.</description>
<author>you@domain.com</author>

<pubDate>Tue, 28 Nov 2006 11:02:03 GMT</pubDate>
<enclosure url="http://www. put website url here.com/
filename.mp3" length="0001" type="audio/mpeg"/>
<guid isPermaLink="false">id 0l</guids>

</item>

<item>

<title>Title of Second Item</titles>
<linkshttp://www. put website url here.com</link>
<description>The item 2 content.</description>
<authors>You@domain.com</author>

<pubDate>Tue, 28 Nov 2004 11:02:03 GMT</pubDate>
<enclosure url="http://www. put website url here.com/
filename.mp3" length="0001" type="audio/mpeg"/>
<guid isPermalLink="false">id 02</guids>

</item>

</channel>

</rss>

Atom

The following code block shows the structure of Atom:

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="utf-8"?>
<feed xmlns="http://www.w3.0rg/2005/Atom">

<title>Story title</title>
<subtitle>Story sub Title</subtitle>
<link href="http://packtpub.com/"/>
<updated>2006-10-30T18:30:02Z</updated>
<authors>
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<name>Author</name>
<email>email address</emails>
</authors>
<id>urn:uuid:60a76c80-d399-11d9-b91C-0003939%e0af6</1id>
<entry>
<title>Wordpress Complete</title>
<link href="http://packtpub.com/wordpress/book"/>
<idsurn:uuid:1225c695-cfb8-4ebb-aaaa-80dal344efaba</id>
<updated>2006-10-30T18:30:02%</updated>
<summary>WordPress is a fanastic CMS. This book covers everything
about WordPress.</summarys>
</entry>

</feed>

Feed Readers

After learning about feeds, you may wonder how these feeds are used or consumed
by people in real life. Well, there are both web-based feed aggregators and desktop
applications, which are called feed readers. These feed readers read feeds at a regular
interval and mark the new items in bold (or with some other format). Thus, you can
clearly understand what is new after your last visit to the particular website that
produced the feed.

Some of the most popular feed readers are mentioned in the following list:

e RSS Owl: This is an incredibly small application built on Java SWT
technology. It is fast, small, and easy to use. RSS Owl requires Java runtime
to work properly. This is an open-source software that you can obtain from
http://www.rssowl.org.

e Built-in feed reader of Firefox: The Firefox browser comes with a built-in feed
reader. So whenever you point your browser to a feed URL, it is displayed in
a nice and pleasing readable format.

e Google feed reader: Google feed reader is another popular feed-reading tool.
You can manage your feeds by keeping track of them and the Google reader
will nicely display the feeds that have updated information.

Producing Feeds

You may wonder how these feeds are generated, especially in our WordPress blogs.
Well, the whole process is automated. The WordPress distribution pack comes with
a feed generator. The feed generator generates feeds from posts, comments, and even
categories. The WordPress feed generator generates both Atom and RSS feeds.
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You can find the feed generator in the WordPress blog if you point your browser
to any of the following URLs: http://your wordpress_installation_path/
wp-rss.php, http://your wordpress installation path/wp-rss2.php,
http://your wordpress installation path/wp-commentsrss2.php, and
http://your wordpress_installation path/wp-atom.php. Let's take a look at
the following screenshot that we can see when we browse to the wp-rss.php URL:

Packt Publishers

Just another WordPress weblog

rastering Mambo

Masteting Mambo is a professional-level guide to Mambo's most powerful and wuseful features, You will develop
poweerful interactive sites that fit perfectly with your unigue requirements, Create attractive custom layouts for
Marnbo, Build multiingual, Internationalised sites, Open an online store for your Mambo site, complete with
support for gift coupons, ..

Smarty

This book is a comprehensive guide to all aspects of using Srarty, It will help you tor Install and configure
Smarty on your Web server Understand how Smarty affects your web site architecture, and build site
foundations that make the most of what Smarty offers ...

OpenCMS

This book takes you through the process of creating content-rich websites and applications using OpenCrms,
although powerful and flexible, OpenCms can be daunting on first approach, but its advanced features reward
the investrnent in learning. This book exists to ease Java developers into getting the most from Cpencrns,
with hard-wan ...

This is the default look of our WordPress blog that we created in the previous
chapter. The feeds are shown in a nice format using the built-in feed reader of
Firefox (included in the Bon Echo version). Let us take a look at the raw source that
generates it. To view the source, click on the View menu and select Page Source, or
simply hit Ctrl +u.
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“ Source of: http://localhostiwphwp-rss.php - Bon Echo

file Edt Miew Help
-
xrd vargion="l.0" encsling="UTF-§8"P><-— genarator="workdpréss/8.0.1" —>
<regs vergion="0.92">
<channel>
<title>Packt Publishers</title>
<link>http:// localhost/wp</link>
<description>Just another WordPress weblog</description>
<lastBuildDate>Sat, 10 Jun 2006 15:40:54 +0000</lastBuildDate>
<docsrheop://backend. user land. com/ 33092 </ doos>
<language>en<,/language:>
<items>
<title>Mastering Mambo</title>
<description>Nastering Nawbo i= a professional-level guide to Nanbo':
Create attractive custom layouta for Hambo
Build wultilingual, internationaliszed sites
Open an online store for your Mamxbo 3ite, complete with support for gift cou;
<link>hocep:// localhosc/up/2006/ 05/ 27/ master ing-mambo/ </ Link>
<fitem>
<item>
<title>Swarcy</titles
<description>This book i3 & comprehensive guide to all aspeccs of us
Inscall and configure Smarty on your Web server
Underscand how Swarcy affects your web site architectures, and build site fow
Designers will learn to work with templates that ...</description>
<link>hoep:// localhost /up/2006/05/ 27/ smarcys/ </ Link>
<fitem>
<item>
<title>OpenCHS</title>
<description>This book takes you through the process of creating con’
CpenCms
CpenCms . ..</description:
<link>heen: /F laralhase fun/2NNA/ NS/ 27 ansnrma/ </ 1ink> b
< >

So you see that the wp-rss.php URL generates RSS 0.92 compliant feeds. If you
browse wp-rss2.php, you will find that the sources are RSS 2.0-compliant.
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* Source of: hitp:/localhostiwpfwp-rss2.php - Bon Echo

P PO s sl e sy AT e e
£ == gepergtor="wordpress/ 2.0.1" ==
<r$s version="Z.0"
ymlns:content="http://purl.orcgfrss/1.0/modules/content /"
wmlns :wEw="http://wellformedwel . org/ Comment AP I/ "
smlng :do="heep://purl.ocg/de/elementa/ 1.1/ "
b3
<channel:>
<title>Packt Publishers</title>
<link>http:// localhost/wp</link>
<description>Just another WordPress weblog</descriptions
<pubDate>Sat, 10 Jun 2006 15:40:54 +0D000</pubDate>
<generator>hcrp://wordpress.org/ ?v=2.0. 1</ generator>
<language>en</language >
<item>
<title>Mastering Mambo</titlex
<link>rhtep:// localhose/wp/2006/05/ 27/ master ing-mambo/ </ link>
<comments>hetp://f localhost/up/ 2006/ 05/ 27/ master ing-manbo/ focomeencs</
<pubDate>Sat, 27 May 2006 17:03:29 +0000</pubDate>
<de:ereator>admin</de:creator>
<category>PHP</category>
<pategory>CMS</oategory>
<category>CpenSource</category>
<pategory>All Books</category>
<guid igsPermalLink="false">http://localhost/wp/2006/05/27/ master ing-m
<degeription><! [CDATA[Maztering Hambo i3 a profesaional-lewvel guide
Create attractive custom layoutz for Mambo
Build multilingual, internationalised sites
Open an online store for your Hambo site, complete wich supporc for gifc coupons, au
Turn your site into a [...]]]></description>
<concent:encodeds><! [COATA[<p claga="NsoNormal™»<span lang="El
Sulx
Lli%Creare arreacrt s cosream JaTanra Far Mambos 14 .
< >

So that's it. WordPress has built-in feed producers. If you want to provide an RSS
links for posts in your blog, just point them to wp-rss.php and wp-rss2.php.
For RSS feeds for comments, point to wp-commentsrss.php. For categories, point
to wp-rss.php or wp-rss2.php along with a category ID. For example, wp-rss.
php?cat=15; here, 15 is the category ID.

Consuming Feeds

In the Feed Readers section, we discussed how you can consume feeds using different
desktop software. In this section, we will see how we can consume feeds from
remote sources into your WordPress blog.
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Whenever you need to consume and display feeds from another source, there will
probably be one of two scenarios:

e First and most of the time, you want to consume feeds and display their
content (mostly, just the title) in your sidebar.

¢ You may also consume feeds and display the title and a short description
about it in your posts or pages. These posts will automatically display the
latest feed contents whenever some visitor sees them.

In this section, we will discuss both cases and how to accomplish these tasks with
our regular WordPress installation. In both these cases, we should use plug-ins.
Sometimes we can use existing plug-ins, sometimes we can develop our own.

Feeds come in XML format. So if you want to fetch feed contents from a remote
source, you will fetch an XML document that you need to parse and extract to
display it in whatever format you want. In PHP, there are built-in XML parsers

that can parse an XML document and supply you the contents in a usable way; for
example, in arrays. However, to parse the XML document of an RSS feed, we are
not going to re-invent the wheel by parsing it totally from scratch. There are several
libraries to do the job for us; we only need to perform the rest of the job, which is to
display the parsed content in a proper way. These libraries are open source, freely
available under different open-source licenses like GPL, CC, and LGPL. A few of
those that are most commonly used are lastRSS, magpieRSS, and SimplePie. Among
these, I have found 1astRSS to be very flexible to use.

Let's develop a small plug-in that displays content from an RSS feed inside a post or
on a page. Firstly, let us create a PHP file named rss.plugin.php and save it in the
wp-content/plugin folder. However, before that please download the 1astRss.
php file from lastrss.webdot.cz (http://lastrss.webdot.cz/lastRSS.zip)
and place it in the same folder. The 1astRSs.php file contains RSS parsing functions,
which are used by this plug-in. Here is the code for the plug-in:

<?

/*

Plug-in Name: RSS Processor

Plug-in URI: http://hasin.phpxperts.com/

Description: A plug-in that aggregates RSS and parses to show it, you
can use it in any post of any page

Author: Hasin Hayder

Version: 2.0

Author URI: http://hasin.phpxperts.com

Feature: now supports multi rss source in single post or page.
*/

?>
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<?
include_once ("./wp-content/plugins/lastRSS.php") ;
add filter('the content', 'rss parse');

/**
rss_parse
this function searches the content for {rss} tag and then parses it

sample formats of the {rss} tag

1. {rss uri=http://rss.groups.yahoo.com/group/phpexperts/rss
count=5}

2. {rss uri=http://hasin.wordpress.com/wp-rss2.php count=10}

there are 2 attributes in this {rss} tag that we look for
1. uri = rss feed location
2. counter = how many feeds to show

@param string Scontent the content of the post
@return none

*/

function rss parse($content)

{

$rss = new lastRSS();

$pattern = "~{rss\s*uri=(.*)\s*count=(.*)}~iU";

preg match all(Spattern, S$content, $matches);
Srsses =0;
while (S$Srsses<count (Smatches[0]))
{
//initialize the content buffer
$p_content = "";
//get the rss uri
$uri = S$matches[1] [Srsses];
//get how many rss feed to show on page
$count = $matches[2] [$rsses];

//initialize the counter
if (empty(Scount)) S$count = 10;

//parse it

Srss_content = $rss->Get ($uri);
//get all the items

S$items = $rss_content['items'];

//parse the items
$1i=0;
while ($i<Scount)
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{
S$p_content .= "<div id='rss_item'><strong><a href='{$items[$i] [
link']}'>".$items[$i] ['title']."</a></strong><br/>";
S$p_content .= "".$items[$i] ['description']."</div><br/><br/>";
Si++;
!
Scontent = str_ replace($matches[0] [$Srsses], $p content, $content);
Srsses +=1;
!
return Scontent;
!
function rss sidebar($rss_uri, S$count)
{
Srss = new lastRSS() ;
S$rss_content = $rss->Get ($rss_uri);
//get all the items
S$items = $rss_content['items'];

//parse the items
$1i=0;
echo "<ul>";
while ($i<S$Scount)
{
echo "<li>"."<a href='".sitems[$i] ['link']."'>".Sitems[$i] ['title"
]."</a></1li>";
Si++;
}
echo "</ul>";

}

?>

After finishing your code, activate the plug-in from your plug-in administration
panel. You will find the plug-in as RSS Processor.

To see the plug-in in action, just add the following line to any post or page content:

{rss uri='http://some feed url' count=10}
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Now, take a look at the following screenshot:

Title

Example of RSS Aggregator Plugin
Post
b | link | b-gquote del | ins img ul ol || code | more | lookup | Close Tags

Hi, this 15 an example of rss agaregator plugin. The feeds from
http: ffres.groups. yahoo.com/group/phpexperts/res has bean collected and top 5 posts are shown
below.

{rss uri=http: //rss.groups.yahoo.com/group/phpesperts/rss count=5}

Save and Continue Editing | [Save)

Now if you locate this post in the browser, you will find the following output:

Example of RSS Aggregator Plugin

Posted in Uncategorized by admin on the December 31=t, 1969 Edit This

Hi, this is an example of rss aggregator plugin. The feeds from
hitp:ifres. groups yahoo.comfgroupiphpespens/rss has been collected and top 5 posts
are shown helow,

LAMP on Java

LAMP on Java
Ref-hitpfhwehlog.infowarld . caomfopenresourcelarchivesi2008/06Namp_on_java. htrml
Filed under: Infrastructure | Linuy , Open Saurce As |

08X for PHP development
Guys, Inviting opinians if 05X is a hetter OFS for PHP development. | wish ta install the
latest versions of Zend Studio, MySCL, PHP, Apache... - with

Re: problem with form email
Hi Trung Kien, | have edited your js file. check the attacherment. now it is working well.
Regards -- Arafat Rahman B.Ed. {Hons), M.Ed. Sun Cerified Programmer

Cyrillic to latin converter function
Hi all, | need cyrillic string to latin string conwverter function. please help me. Regards,
Tulga.

Free database of programming source code!
This ernail is hoon for programmers and developers, who are looking for free source
code and keen to help others too by submitting their source code. At
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Please compare it with our post body. After the content that we type in our post, all
the contents are dynamically extracted from the RSS feed URL and the top five posts
are displayed.

Adding Feeds in the Sidebar

The rss_sidebar () function in this plug-in has been designed to display extracted
feed titles in your sidebar. Open your sidebar file using the theme editor or any FTP
client, and add the following code at the bottom:

<div class="line"></div>

<h3>Feeds from PHPExperts</h3>

<?

rss_sidebar ("http://rss.groups.yahoo.com/group/phpexperts/rss",5) ;

?>

Now save the changes and open your blog in the browser. If you take a look at the
bottom of your sidebar, you will find the feeds.

Feeds from PHFExperts

LakP on Java

0S¥ far PHP development

Re: problem with form email
Cyrillic to latin converter function

Free databs=ze of programming source
cioclel

Thus, you can get whatever you want with minimal amount of coding. That's the
magic of WordPress and that's why WordPress is so popular and extensible.

Other Useful Plug-ins for Syndication

There are several other very popular plug-ins for syndication in WordPress. Some
help to fetch the feed contents from remote sources and display them in a more
stylish way, some collect the latest posts from remote sources and display them
turning your blog into a planet.
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If you are involved with different developer communities,
then you must be already familiar with planets. A planet
is a kind of news aggregator that collects content from
different blogs having the same interest. Usually, these
planet applications collect news from RSS feeds of very
» popular and renowned blogs and display their contents in

% a single page. So if you browse a planet, you will instantly
know what is hot and happening in the community. You
will find some very popular planets like Planet-PHP
(http://planet-php.org), Planet-MySQL
(http://www.planetmysql.org/), Planet-Ruby
(http://planetruby.0x42.net/), Planet-PostgreSQL
(http://www.planetpostgresql.org/), and so forth.

You will find a list of available plug-ins at the following URL:
http://codex.wordpress.org/Plugins/Syndication

There are a number of plug-ins listed there, but the FeedWordPress plug-in is
extremely useful, especially if you want to turn your WordPress blog into a planet.

FeedWordPress

FeedWordPress is a great plug-in if you want to aggregate posts from different blogs
and display their content at a single place. In this section, we will discuss how to
turn your blog into a planet using this great plug-in. FeedWordPress is developed
by Charles Johnson (http://radgeek.com/contact) and you can download it from
http://projects.radgeek.com/feedwordpress/.

Installing FeedWordPress is simple. After downloading and extracting the archive,
you will find a folder named wp-content folder. Inside this folder, there are two files,
namely update-feeds.php and feedwordpress.php. Place these files inside your
WordPress directory as per the following directions:

1. Place feedwordpress.php inside your plugins folder
(wp-content/plugins/).

2. Place update-£feeds.php inside the wp-content folder.

Now go to your Plugins administration panel and activate this plug-in. You will
find the plug-in as Feed Wordpress. After activating this plug-in, you will find
an additional sub-menu Syndication under the Options menu. Take a look at the
following screenshot:
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Dashboard Write Manage Links Presentation Flugins LUsers Qptions

General Writihg Reading Discussion Permalinks  Miscellaneous B3 Te [T 1]

Syndication Options
Syndicated Feeds

Syndicate links in category: | 2! Contributaors %

Update live from feed: Contributor name (feed
Contributor descriptio
Homepage {feed link)

Syndicated Posts

Categories

Flace a/f spnolicared posrsundar ...
[CJAllBooks

[Obaok

Clems

[Ifrontpage

[ general

Java

[ opensource

C1PHP

[Juncategarized

From this panel, you can syndicate remote feed contents under any specific category;
you can also choose which items to syndicate.
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If you scroll down the page, you will find a section with further more options:

Publication: @ Publish syndicated posts immediately
O Hald syndicared posts as drafts
' Hald syndicared posts as private posts

Comments: O allow comments on syndicated posts

@ Don't allow comments on syndicated posts

Trackback and Pingback: O Accept pings on syndicated posts
& Daon't accept pings on syndicated posts

Unfamiliar authors: @ create a new authar account
O artribute the post to the default authar

) don't syndicate the post

Unfamiliar categories: @ create any categories the post is in
O don't create new categories

) don't create new categories and don't syndicate posts unless
they match at least one familiar categony

Permalinks point to: original website v

These settings provide more control over fetched contents, for example you can
publish these feeds right after aggregating or you can hold them for moderation.

Podcasting

Podcasting is a way of sharing your blog in an audio format, which means you just
record your voice on some topic and distribute it from your blog. Podcasters usually
distribute content in RSS format or in Atom format. Podcast clients like iTune, Juice,
and CastPodder are able to extract the content from your RSS feeds, download it into
an audio player, and help the listeners listen to those files.

You may wonder how the podcast clients understand the music files as podcast.
Well, whenever you make a post in your blog, a link to that post is automatically
included in your blog RSS. While generating those RSS feeds, WordPress is
intelligent enough to add an <enclosures tag (available in RSS 2.0) if any music file
is linked within that post. It will look something as follows in your blog RSS:

<enclosure url="http://your domain/file name.file extension"
length="file _size in bytes" type="mime_ type of this file" />

Please note that the <enclosures tag is a sub-tag of the <item> tag. So your job is
to make a post and WordPress will do the rest for you. However, there are certain
issues; let us now have a detailed look at podcasting.
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How to Podcast

For basic podcasting, just follow the directions given as follows:

Record your voice: You can record your voice or whatever you want to podcast

using any commercial or free software and save it as an MP3 file. There are several
commercial applications for working with sound; however, if you want to go for free
software, I would recommend Audacity. This is a cross-platform sound editor. You can
download Audacity from the following URL: http: //audacity.sourceforge.net/.
There is a free applications that runs on Windows and works pretty fine; it is called
WavePad. You can download WavePad from http://www.nch.com.au/wavepad/.

Upload to a server: You can now upload your recorded music files onto your server
or anywhere you want. You can also use archive.org to upload free of cost to host
your audio files free of cost. However, there are some issues; if you use archive.
org, you will find that it gives you a URL that actually redirects to the music content
behind the scene. Now, when you make a post that links to your archive.org
music file, WordPress can't detect the redirection and hence it can't add the

music file in the <enclosures tag. To solve this issue, Tom Raftery's blog
(http://www.tomrafteryit.net/wordpress-podcasts-not-showing-up-£fixed/)
has a solution where he recommends doing the following; and it works.

e While creating a post, scroll down to the bottom section and you will find a
section named Add custom field. Just add a key named enclosure and type
the URL of your music file as the value of that key.

e For subsequent posts, just select the item key from the custom field key
drop-down box, and type the URL of the music file as its value.

Make a post: After successfully uploading to any server, now its time to make a post.
Please be careful, you must add a link to the absolute URL (that means the exact
URL pointing to that audio file) of the music file inside your post content. No relative
content will work. Take a look at the following screenshot:

Title

Sample Podcast
Post
B s ax|iZi= SE|EEE =% %H )

Lets podecast from wordpress blog. All you have to dois add a link
to your music file, But please be careful, you must link to the
absolute url of that audio file, no relative link will worlk,

Link to my Podcast

Fath:p = a v

Save and Continue Editing Save
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After saving this post, if you take a look at your RSS feed, you will find the first item
(the post that you just made becomes your top item in RSS feeds) looking like this:

<item>
<title>Sample Podcast</title>
<link>http://localhost/wp/2006/06/27/sample-podcast/</link>

<comments>http://localhost/wp/2006/06/27/sample-podcast/
#comments</commentss>

<pubDate>Tue, 27 Jun 2006 16:15:27 +0000</pubDate>
<dc:creators>admin</dc:creators>

<category>frontpage</categorys>
<guid isPermaLink="false">
http://localhost/wp/2006/06/27/sample-podcast/
</guid>
<description><! [CDATA[Lets podcast from wordpress blog. All you
have to do is add a link to your music file. But please be careful,

you must link to the absolute url of that audio file, no relative link
will work.

Link to my Podcast

11>
</description>
<content :encodeds>

<! [CDATA [<p>Lets podcast from wordpress blog. All you have to do is
add a link to your music file. But please be careful, you must link to
the absolute url of that audio file, no relative link will work.</p>
<p><a title="My Podcast" href="http://localhost/wp/my-podcast.
mp3">Link to my Podcast</a>
</p>
11>
</content :encoded>
<wfw:commentRSS>
http://localhost/wp/2006/06/27/sample-podcast/feed/
</wfw:commentRSS>

<enclosure url='http://localhost/wp/my-podcast.mp3"’
length="'1754254"
type='audio/mpeg'/>

</item>

Please notice the <enclosures tag in the preceding feed entry. WordPress
automatically detects the size of that audio file. So when someone subscribes to
your blog RSS using iTune or any podcast client, this content will be automatically
downloaded to his/her audio player for listening to that podcast.
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Useful Plug-ins for Podcasting

There are plug-ins available for podcasting with WordPress. You can check the
following two plug-ins for working further on podcasting;:

Podpress (http://www.mightyseek.com/podpress) is a cool plug-in that will help
you to podcast more smartly. This plug-in has built-in player support, preview
support , video podcasting, and much more.

iPodCatter (http://garrickvanburen.com/wordpress-plugins/wpipodcatter)
helps podcasters running WordPress to create a valid feed for iTunes' podcast
directory and specify the itunes:duration and itunes:explicit tags on a per-
episode basis.

Dedicated Podcasting

If you want a separate RSS feed just for your podcasts, then it is considered as
dedicated podcasting. For this, you need to create a category like my_podcasts or
something meaningful. Now whenever you make a podcast, just post under this
special category my_podcasts.

We know that by default WordPress RSS contains all posts in its feed collection.
However, to make a separate RSS feed URL just for this category, we need to browse
the feed URL in the following format:

http://your wordpress installation/?feed=rss2&category name=my podcasts

If you browse this URL, you will find only the latest feeds from the
my_podcasts category.

Summary

Feeds are a very important component for delivering the content of your blog to
your readers. In this chapter, we learned what an RSS feed is and how to incorporate
feeds within our WordPress blog. Though different versions of RSS are available,
version 0.91 is the simplest while version 2.0 is feature-rich. If you want to deliver
binary contents or audio/video files through your RSS, you must deliver the feeds in
RSS 2.0 format.

In the next chapter, you will learn how to develop WordPress themes.
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One of the main attractions for WordPress users is the great themes contributed by
the thousands of users around the world. Some of these themes are proprietary and
some are free. Using these themes, you can decorate and display your WordPress
blog in whatever style you want. Though in general bloggers are happy with
customized themes, sometimes to make something different from others, you may
want to customize the look and feel of your blog. If that is so, there is no way other
than editing the theme files.

In this chapter, we will show you how to develop WordPress themes on your own.
We will also show you some quick tricks to achieve the desired functionality by
editing the minimum amount of code. Design hacks and directions will help you to
develop awesome themes for the rest of the WordPress community.

Just keep in mind that creating a WordPress theme doesn't require you to be a PHP
pro. All you need is a basic idea about PHP, loops, and variables. Sometimes even
just a cut-copy-paste will work fine. The most important thing that you need is a
good knowledge about CSS.

Start Using a Blank Page

Before going deep into theme development, we need to understand how WordPress
actually works and how the contents are served to the end users. So we will start
with a blank theme (a blank PHP file) and play with it. Once you get the basic idea,
we will dive into further details.

Set It Up

Using your favorite text editor or PHP editor, create a blank PHP file inside the
themes folder. WordPress themes have a lot of code in CSS and a minimal amount of
code in PHP. A theme consists of at least one CSS file and a couple of PHP files.
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To set up a blank theme, we need to create two files first and then we will grow
gradually. So how do you want to name your theme? Choose an interesting name,
because the WordPress community will know you by the name of your theme. For
the time being, let our theme be known as "zephyr".

Every theme must stay in its own directory, and you must place each theme under
the themes folder inside the wp-content /themes folder. Let us create a folder
"zephyr" under the themes folder.

Inside this zephyr folder (wp-content/themes/zephyr), we will now create a CSS
file by the name of style.css in which we will define our theme for the WordPress
blogging engine (it may sound a bit weird, but that is easy). Let us create the CSS file
with the following content:

/*

Theme Name: Zephyr

Theme URI: http://our wordpress url
Description: Some description about our theme
Version: 1

Author: Its You

Author URI: http://author website url

*x/
This content must be at the top of the CSS file.

Now create a blank index.php file in the same folder. Just keep it blank with
absolutely no code in it.

That's it; we have developed our first theme. If you don't believe it, just log into the
WordPress admin panel and click on the Presentation menu. At the bottom of the
page, you will find our theme zephyr listed there.

WordPress Default 1.6 Zephyr 1

The WRC Theme Viewer

iyl nrmmeg om Aban Womr By Thrmm M

The default WaordPress theme based on the famous Some description about our theme
Kubrick.
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If you select this theme and go to your WordPress blog, you will find a blank page.
This is because we didn't add any code in our index file. The following sections will
show you how to do this.

Adding Content to Our Theme

Now it's time to add some content to our theme. Let us display the title of all our
posts. Open your index. php file inside the zephyr folder and add the following code:

<?php
if (have posts())
{

the post();

the title();

}

?>

This code is totally self-explanatory. It means that if there are posts in our blog, we
have to fetch them and display the titles. Please note that the content of the post is
fetched by the the_post () function, which is a built-in function in WordPress. Now
go to your blog and run it. You will be able to see only one title, which is from our
last post. Clearly this is not what we were expecting. We wanted to see the titles of
all our posts. To do this, we have to just add a loop.

<?php
if (have posts())

{

while (have posts())
{
the post();
the title();
echo "<br/>";
}
}

?>

The preceding code works by checking whether there are posts, and if so looping
through them, fetching their content, and displaying the title. Now take a look at the
blog. You will see something like the following screen:
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|| Packt Publishers » Manage Themes — W.., I:I | http:/ /localhost /wp,/ @

FMWLEPC Post

Sample Podcast

Mastering Mambo

Smarty

CpenCh=

Dirupal

ATAT & PHP

SugarCEM

PHPEclipse

Smarty PHP Template Programming and Applications

It is interesting to note that we displayed all these titles with just nine lines of code.
Let's have some fun now. Each and every post in WordPress has an ID. We will now
add a link to each of these titles. We will also see the content of the posts when the
respective titles are clicked.

<?if (have posts()):?>
<? while (have posts()) :?>
<? the post()?>
<a href='<?=the permalink()?>'><?=the title()?></a>
<br/>
<?endwhile;?>

<?endif;?>

Please note how we use the block syntax here for if and
. while loops. If you are not familiar with this syntax,
% please visit the alternative syntax for control structures
L in the PHP manual, which is available online at
http://www.php.net/manual/en/
control-structures.alternative-syntax.php.

If you now visit the blog, you will find that every title is displayed as a text link;
however, nothing happens when we click on them. To further modify it, we will add
some more code so that we can see the content when we click on these titles.

<?if (have posts()):?>
<? while (have posts()) :?>
<? the post()?>
<a href=’<?=the_perma1ink()?>'><?=the_tit1e()?></a>
<?if (!is home()) :?>
<p>
<?the content () ;?>
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</p>

<?endif;?>

<br/>
<?endwhile;?>

<?endif;?>

Now if you click on any title, you will see the content of that particular post.

|| Packk Publishers » Dashboard —W... |:I |_| http://localho...ample-podcast, @
Sample Podcast

Lets podeast from wordpress blog, All vou have to do 15 add a link to
vour music fle. But please be careful, you must ink to the abzolute wl of
that audic file, no relattve link will worle,

Link to my Podeast

Please note that an Edit link is also available if you are logged in as the
administrator.

Next we are going to add the category name and modify the look and feel of this
page. So far WordPress has been displaying our posts using only one file, index. php.
If we want to modify the look and feel for just the single-post display as shown in the
preceding screenshot, then we can add some code in the index. php file; however,

it is a wise idea to split the code into multiple files for the sake of manageability.
WordPress seeks a file called single.php for displaying a single post and if that is not
available, WordPress uses the index. php file. We are now going to add the following
code to the single.php file to display the post with a better look and feel:

<? 1f (have posts()) : while (have posts()) : the post(); ?>
<h2><? the title(); ?></h2>
<? the content(); ?>
<? edit _post link(_ ('Edit'), '<p>', '</p>'); ?>

<? endwhile; endif; ?>

[179]



Developing Themes

If you now browse any post, you will view it in the following format:

| | Packr Publishers » Dashboard —w... [ | | | hitp://localho...ample-podcast; £
Sample Podcast

Lets podeast from wordpress blog. Al you have to do 1z add a link to
wour mmusic file. But please be careful, you must link to the absolute url of
that audio file, no relative link will worls,

Link to tmy Podeast

Edit

Displaying the Post Excerpt on the Front Page

We displayed just the title of our posts on our front page. To display the excerpt
under each post title, let us modify our front page as follows:

<?if (have posts()):?>
<? while (have posts()) :?>
<? the post()?>
<a href='<?=the permalink()?>'><?=the title()?></a>
<?the content ("more") ;?>
<br/>
<?endwhile;?>

<?endif;?>

The <the_content ("more") > function will split the post content and display the
portion before the <more> tag placed inside the post, if any is available.
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[ | Packt Publishers » Posts — WordPress [ | [] http:/ flocalhost,/wp/ B8

Iastering Wfambo

Iastering Mlambo 15 a professional-level gmde to Mambo’s most powerful and uzeful
features. Tou will develop powerful interactive sites that fit perfectly with vour unicue
recuiremets.

* Create atfractive custom lavouts for Marmbo

+ Build multiingual, internationalized sites

+ Open an online store for vour Mambo site, complete with support for gift coupons,
automatic mvoicing, and more

more

Smatty
This bock 15 a comprehensive guide to all aspects of using Smarty. Tt wall
help you to:
+ Install and configure Smarty on your "Web server v

Please note the more link displayed in the preceding screenshot.

Retrieving the Category Name for Each Post

If we want to display on the front page the category name under which a post
belongs, let us modify the code in the index.php file as follows:

<?if (have posts()):?>
<? while (have posts()) :?>
<? the post()?>
<a href='<?=the permalink()?>'><?=the_title() ?></a>

in <strong><?the category(",");?></strong>
<?the content ("more") ;?>
<br/>

<?endwhile; ?>
<?endif;?>

Now if you browse the front page, it will display the category names beside all
the posts.

Retrieving the Date and Author

Again, we may want to display the date and author of each post beneath the post
title. The WordPress API contains all the necessary functions for themes, and we
have built-in functions for displaying the name and author of each post as well. Let
us modify the single.php file as follows:

[181]



Developing Themes

<?if (have posts()):?>

<? while (have posts()) :?>
<? the post()?>
<hl><a href='<?=the permalink()?>'><?=the title()?></a></hl>
<?php e("Posted "); ?> by <?php the author() ?> at

<?php the time('F jS, Y')?><hr/>
<?the content ("more") ;?>

<br/>

<?endwhile;?>

<?endif;?>

| | Packk Publishers > Dashboard — WordPr... |:I || http:/ flocalhost.../sample-podcast
-
Sample Podcast
Posted By admin at June 27, 2006
Lets podeast from wordpress blog. All you have to do 15 add a ink to your music file.
But please be careful, you must ink to the absolute url of that audio file, ne relatrve link
will wotl.
Link to my Podcast
Edit v

Retrieving Lists of Categories, Archives, and
Calendars

There are several ways in which you can sort your blog posts, for example, through
categories and archives. You can also display a calendar where all the posts are
linked by dates; so whenever you click on any date, you can see all the posts made
on that day. The WordPress API has built-in functions for all these.

To retrieve the list of categories, you can use the wp_list_cats () function. While
using this function, you can exclude some categories and sort them according to
different criteria. For example, take a look at the following code:

<?

//this will display all categories

wp_list cats();

echo "<hr>";

//this will display all available categories excluding some specified
//exclusively

wp_ list cats("exclude=2,5,1,6&sort column=name") ;

?>
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If you run this code in the index.php file, you will understand the difference.

To display the archive of your posts, use the wp_get_archives () function. You can
display archives in the following formats:

e Monthly

e Daily

e PostByPost
o  Weekly

You can limit the length of the archive by supplying an additional 1imit parameter.
You can also enclose each archive link by supplying before and after parameters.

<? wp_get archives('type=monthly&limit=5"'); ?>

Take a look at the different archiving styles as shown in the following screenshot:

Monthly Archive PostByPost Archive
o Tuly 2006 + HWILEPC Post
o Tune 2006 * Zample Podcast
. Mai v 2006 * MMastering Mambo
* Sratty
* OpenChis
Weekly Archive Daily Archive
* July 10, 2006—Tuly 16, 2006 + July 14, 2006
* June 26, 2006=Tuly 2, 2006 + June 27, 2006
* May 22, 2006-Nday 28, 2006 + Wlay 27, 2006
* Way 15, 2006-1day 21, 2006 + Wlay 15, 2006
* May 8, 2006-day 14, 2006 + Wlay 14, 2006

You can display a calendar in your WordPress blog using the
wp_get calendar () function.

Tune 2006
MTWTTFSS
12 34
367 8 % 1011
1213141516 17 18
192021222324 25
26 27 28 29 30
a Il Jul

The date on which a post was made will be shown as a link so that anyone can click
it and view the posts.
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Display an RSS Feed Image beside Every Category

If you want to display the RSS feed link for each of the categories, you just need to
specify the feed image in the wp_1list_cats () function. For example, take a look at
the following code block:

<?
wp list cats("exclude=2,5,1,6&sort column=name&feed image=feed.gif");

?>

When you run the code (assuming you have placed a small RSS icon, feed.gif, in
your WordPress root folder), you will see the following output:

e Al Books 1
« Cris E
+ Java

e OpenSource Bl
« PP E

Since we haven't defined any style for links yet, they are displayed in the
default format.

All the category parameters are documented in detail in
http://codex.wordpress.org.

Displaying Blogroll and Pagelinks

To display all the links in your blogroll, use the wp_get_1links () function. It will
deliver all the blogroll links enclosed by any HTML tag that you supply.

<?php get links('-1', '<li>', '</1is', '', 0, 'name', 0, 0, -1, O,
true); ?>

The preceding line of code will display links from your blogroll under every
category. The second and third parameters indicate the HTML tags that are to be
used to wrap each of these links. Here, the <1i> and </1i> parameters mean that
they will output links in the <1i><a href='linkurl'slinktext</a></1i> format.
The sixth parameter indicates the field to be used to sort the links. The last parameter
is a very interesting one. We supplied true, which indicates that the function will
output the links on the page. If we supplied false, it would have returned the
output instead of displaying it.
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. Almost every WordPress core function has the capability
% of either displaying the output or returning it to the calling
A procedure. If you plan to process the returned output, then

capturing the output is necessary.

To display the links of the available pages, use the wp_list_pages () function. You
can supply the title to be displayed as shown below.

<? wp_list pages("title li=MyPages")?>

Displaying Blog Information
You may also want to display some basic information about your blog in your

theme. This information could be your admin_email, rss_url, atom url,
pingback url, or comments_url.

To display all or some of this information, you need to invoke only one function,
which is bloginfo (). Let us see the following example:

<a href='<?bloginfo('rss url')?>'>RSS</a><br/>
'rss2 url')?>'>RSS2</a><br/>

'atom url')?>'>Atom</a><br/>

(
<a href='<?bloginfo(
<a href='<?bloginfo(
<a href='<?bloginfo ('comments rss2 url')?>'>CommentsRSS</a><br/>

This code will produce the following HTML output, specific to my blog settings.

<a href="http://localhost/wp/feed/rss/">RSS</a><br>

<a href="http://localhost/wp/feed/">RSS2</a><br>

<a href="http://localhost/wp/feed/atom/">Atom</a><br>

<a href="http://localhost/wp/comments/feed/">CommentsRSS</a><br>

Since I am running the blog example from my PC, the URL is localhost. However, it
will vary from blog to blog.

There are several other parameters available that can be passed to bloginfo. These
parameters are needed while developing plug-ins and themes where you need
information to access specific files.

These parameters are wpurl, siteurl, description, name, pingback url,
stylesheet url, stylesheet directory, template directory, admin email,
charset, and version.
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Displaying a Search Bar

A search bar is a essential part in the sidebar. If we want to display a search bar in
our theme, we need to add the following code in our sidebar file, sidebar.php:

<li id="search">
<?php include (TEMPLATEPATH . '/searchform.php'); ?>
</1i>

The preceding code includes a file named searchform.php from our current theme
directory. This searchform.php file includes the following block of code:

<form method="get" action="<?php echo $ SERVER['PHP SELF']; ?>">
<p>

<input type="text" value="<?php echo wp specialchars($s, 1); ?>"
name="s" id="s" />

<input type="submit" value=" Search " />

</p>

</form>

Displaying Comments under Each Post

We are now going to display a section for adding comments under each post,
especially in single-post mode. When a visitor clicks over a post title, then he or she
can read the post content, read the existing comments, and post his or her comments.

For displaying the comment submission form and the existing comments, we need to
place code in a new file, comments . php. The following section explain this.

Displaying Existing Comments

Let us modify our comments. php file as follows. We will first check for available
comments and display them, if any. If commenting is open for this post, we will also
display an RSS feed for the comments and a trackback URL for this post.

<?php if ( $comments ) : ?>
<ol id="commentlist">

<?php foreach ($comments as S$Scomment) : ?>

<li id="comment-<?php comment ID() °?>">

<?php comment text () ?>

<p><cite><?php comment type( ('Comment'), _ ('Trackback'),
('Pingback!')); ?>

<?php e('by'); ?>

<?php comment author link() ?> &#8212;

<?php comment date() ?> @
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<a href="#comment-<?php comment ID() °?>">

<?php comment time() ?>

</a></cite> <?php edit comment link(_ _("Edit This"), ' |'); ?></p>
</1li>

<?php endforeach; ?>

<?php else : // If no comment is available ?>
<p><?php e ('No comments.'); ?></p>
<?php endif; ?>

Now if you visit the page, you will find the screen looking as follows:

Sample Podcast

Pasted By admin at June 27, 2006

Lets podeast from wordpress blog. All you have to do 15 add a link to your music file. But
please be careful, you must link to the absolute url of that audio file, no relative link will
work.

Link to my Podcast

Mo comments yet.

Now add the following section in your comments . php file to enable visitors to
make comments.

<? 1f ( comments open() ) : ?>
<form action="<? echo get option('siteurl'); ?>/wp-comments-post.php"
method="post" id="commentform">

<? if ( $Suser ID ) : ?>

<p>Logged in as <a href="<? echo get option('siteurl'); ?>/wp-admin/
profile.php"><? echo $Suser identity; ?></a>. <a href="<? echo get
option('siteurl'); ?>/wp-login.php?action=logout" title="<? _e('Log
out of this account') ?>"sLogout &raquo;</a></p>

<? else : ?>

<p><input type="text" name="author" id="author" value="<? echo
Scomment author; ?>" size="22" tabindex="1" />

<label for="author"><small>Name <? if ($req) _e('(required)'); ?></
small></label></p>

<p><input type="text" name="email" id="email" value="<? echo S$comment
author email; ?>" size="22" tabindex="2" />
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<label for="email"s><small>Mail (will not be published) <? if (Sreq)
_e('(required)'); ?></small></label></p>

<p><input type="text" name="url" id="url" value="<? echo $comment
author url; ?>" size="22" tabindex="3" />
<label for="url"><small>Website</small></label></p>

<? endif; ?>

<p><textarea name="comment" id="comment" cols="100%" rows="10"
tabindex="4"></textarea></p>

<p><input name="submit" type="submit" id="submit" tabindex="5"
value="Submit Comment" />

<input type="hidden" name="comment post ID" value="<? echo $id; ?>" />
</p>

<? do_action('comment form', $post->ID); ?>

</form>
<? endif; ?>

Now if you visit the page, you will see the following output:

Sample Podcast

Posted By admun at June 27, 2006

Lets podeast from wordpress blog. Al you have to do 13 add a link to your music file. But
please be carefil, vou must link: to the absolute url of that audic file, no relative link will
worle

Link to my Podeast
Mo comments yet.

BG5S feed for comments on this pest. | TrackBack TTRT

Hatne (required)
Mail (il ot be published) (regquire d)

Wiehasite

Submit Comment
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We have discussed all the basic things you need to know for kick-starting theme
development. We will now create a nice theme for ourselves with all these features
and having a good look and feel.

Plan for a Design

Before creating a theme, always have a clear idea about the look and the features of
your theme. WordPress themes can be of one-column, two columns, three columns,
or four columns. Among these, one-column and two-column themes are the most
common and popular as opposed to four-column themes.

Please note that table-based layout designs are not a good idea for designing layouts.
Try to use <div> object and CSS for layout design. This will give you extreme
flexibility over your themes.

In this chapter, we will cover a typical two-column theme since it is impossible to
cover every type of layout. However, we will also cover the layout code for three-
column and four-column themes. A two-column theme could be either of the
following two; that is, we can have our sidebar either on the left or the right side.

Out of the preceding two layouts, we will design the first one here. However, it is not
a big issue to convert our design to the second one.

In the sidebar, we will display categories, recent comments, recent posts, a calendar,
a search bar, a login link, a blogroll, and some introductory text. We will also fetch
RSS feeds from outside and display them in our sidebar.

In the header section, we will display our blog title and an image.
In the footer section, we will display some RSS links and copyright information.

Later in this chapter, we will also discuss widget-enabled themes and how to add
several options in the administration panel. We will start by creating the CSS code
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for our layout and design in a single index.php and style.css file. Gradually, we
will split the components. Our theme will be Opera-, IE_, and Firefox-compatible.

CSS and HTML Code for a Two-Column
Theme

As we start with a blank index. php file, we will not insert any PHP code at first. Let
us make a simple index.php file with the following code:

<IDOCTYPE html PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD XHTML 1.0 Transitional//EN"
"http://www.w3.org/TR/xhtmll/DTD/xhtmll-transitional.dtd">
<html xmlns="http://www.w3.0org/1999/xhtml">
<head>
<meta http-equiv="Content-Type" content="text/html; charset=iso0-8859-
i />
<title>Untitled Document</titles
</head>
<style>

div

{

border: 1lpx solid #ccc;

}

body

{
margin:0px;
margin-top: 10px;
}
#container
{
width: 900px;
margin:auto;
border: Opx solid #ccc;

}

#header
{
height: 100px;

}

#post container

{

border: Opx solid #ccc;

}

.separator
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clear:both;

margin-top: 10px;
margin-bottom:5px;
border: Opx solid #ccc;

}

#left pan, #right pan
{
float: left;
height: 400px;

}

#left_pan
{
width: 200px;

}

#right_pan

{
width: 690px;
margin-left: 5px;

}

#footer

{
clear: both;
height: 20px;

}

</style>
<body>
<div id="container">
<div id="header"s>
</div>
<div class="separator">
</div>
<div id="post container"s
<div id="left pan">
</div>

<div id="right pan"s>
</div>
<div class="separator"s>
</div>

</div>
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<div class="separator"s>
</div>
<div id="footer"s>
</div>
</div>

</body>
</html>

The code marked as bold in the preceding file is redundant.
% This is just to demonstrate how CSS-based layout actually
e works. In our original theme, we will remove these lines.

Now if you browse the page, you will see the following output:

The layout is same in Firefox, IE, and Opera. If you want your sidebar on the right
side, just change the CSS code in the preceding file as follows and your sidebar will
instantly move to the right.

#left pan

{

width: 690px;

}

#right pan

{

width: 200px;
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margin-left: 5px;

}

So you now understand why CSS-based layouts are so widely used. They are easy to
maintain, easy to modify, and of course flexible to work with.

Next, we will split our theme into smaller parts for the sake of maintainability. For
example, we will split our theme into four parts:

e Header
¢ Body

e Sidebar
e Footer

Let us modify our index.php file as follows:

<?php get header(); ?>
<div id="post container"s

<?php get sidebar(); ?>
<div id="right pan">
</divs>
<div class="separator">
</divs>

<?php get footer(); ?>

You may wonder about the small size of the previously big index.php file. Well,
the other parts of the file are distributed among four files: style.css, header.php,
sidebar.php, and footer.php. The built-in function get header () includes

the content in header .php in the current directory (that is our theme directory).
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get_sidebar () does the same, but it includes content from
sidebar.php; get footer () includes content from footer.php.

We moved out all style content to the style.css file. Let us now see the content for
the other files.

header.php

<!DOCTYPE html PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD XHTML 1.0 Transitional//EN"
"http://www.w3.org/TR/xhtmll/DTD/xhtmll-transitional.dtd">
<html xmlns="http://www.w3.0org/1999/xhtml">

<head>

<meta http-equiv="Content-Type" content="text/html; charset=iso0-8859-
i />

<title>Untitled Document</titles

</head>

<style type="text/css" media="screen">
@import url( <?php bloginfo('stylesheet url'); ?> );
</style>

<body>

<div id="container"s
<div id="header"s>
</div>
<div class="separator">

</div>

sidebar.php

<div id="left pan">

</div>

footer.php
</div>
<div class="separator">
</div>
<div id="footer"s
</div>
</div>

</body>
</html>

We have split our index.php file into four small parts. Here, we see three parts,
namely header.php, sidebar.php, and footer.php. The index.php file will itself
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contain another part that is the body. Since the body is quite large, we will create

it step-by-step later in the chapter. All the four parts are included together in the
index. php file; so the output remains same. We split our code into four separate files
so that we can design each part more conveniently.

Design the Header

Now it's time to design our header. Open the header. php file in your favorite text
editor. We need to see the blog title and the blog subtitle in the header. Besides, we
also need a header image.

We need to create a nice background for our header section; so we create a 5*150
pixel GIF file with a gradient effect. We save that file as bg.gif in the images folder
under our themes folder.

Let us now code our header . php file as follows:

<!DOCTYPE html PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD XHTML 1.0 Transitional//EN"
"http://www.w3.org/TR/xhtmll/DTD/xhtmll-transitional.dtd">
<html xmlns="http://www.w3.0rg/1999/xhtml">
<head>
<meta http-equiv="Content-Type" content="text/html;
charset=iso0-8859-1" />

<title>Untitled Document</titles>
</head>

<style type="text/css" media="screen">

@import url( <?php bloginfo('stylesheet url'); ?> );
</style>

<body>
<div id="container"s>
<div id="header">
<div id="header title">

<?php bloginfo('name'); ?>
</divs>
<div id="header subtitle"s>
<?php bloginfo('description'); ?>
</divs>
</divs>

<div class="separator"s>
</divs>

We will also add the following CSS code to our style.css file:

#header

{

[195]



Developing Themes

height: 150px;
background-image: url ("images/bg.gif") ;
border: 1lpx solid #000;

}

#header title

{
font-family:Georgia;
font-size: 28px;
margin-top: 45px;
margin-left: 20px;
color: #eee;

}

#header subtitle

{
font-family:Georgia;
font-size: 12px;
margin-top: 5px;
margin-left: 22px;
color: #edc;

}

Our page now looks as follows:

Packt Publishers

Tust amother WordPres »

Design the Sidebar

We need to place the following content in our sidebar:

e Some description
e DPages

e Categories

e Archives

e Blogrolls (links)
e RSSlinks
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We know how to fetch this content; so let us open the sidebar .php file and modify it
as follows:

<div id="left pan"»>
<div class="sidebar container">
<ul>
<li><h2>About</h2></1i>
<li>Packt publishing is a great publisher. Packt publishing is a
great publisher. Packt publishing is a great publisher.</li>
</ul>
</div>

<div class="sidebar container">
<ul>
<li><h2>Pages</h2></1li>
<?php wp list pages('title li='); ?>
</ul>
</div>

<div class="sidebar container">
<ul>
<li><h2>Categories</h2></1li>
<?php wp list cats("exclude=2,5,1,6&sort column=name"); ?>
</ul>
</div>

<div class="sidebar container">
<ul>

<li><h2>Archives</h2></1i>

<?php wp get archives();?>
</ul>
</div>

<div class="sidebar container">
<ul>
<li><h2>Links</h2></1i>
<?php wp get links();?>
</ul>
</div>

<div class="sidebar container">
<ul>
<li><h2>Meta</h2></1i>
<li><?php wp_ loginout(); ?></li>

<li><a href="<?php bloginfo('rss2 url'); ?>">RSS</a></li>
<li><a href="http://wordpress.org/">WP</a></li>
</ul>
</div>
</div>
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Let us also modify the CSS code for our sidebar as follows:

#left pan

{
padding-left: 2px;
padding-right: 2px;
padding-bottom: 2px;
padding-top: 2px;

#left pan h2

{
margin-top: 0px;
padding-top: 2px;
margin-bottom: 10px;
font-size: 16px;
padding-bottom: 5px;
display: block;
border-bottom: 1px solid #ccc;
color: #8CBFFS;

#left pan ul

{
padding: 0px;
margin: O0px; /* for IE */
list-style:none;

.sidebar container

{
padding-left: 10px;
padding-right: 10px;
padding-top: 5px;
padding-bottom: 5px;
background-color: #093C76;
color: #eee;

#left pan a:link, #left pan a:hover, #left pan a:visited

{

color: #eee;
text-decoration: none;
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#left pan a:hover

{

text-decoration: underline;

Packt Publishers

t another Word B

About

Archives

T

Design the Body

We have now reached the most crucial part of our blog. We need to design the body
of our blog. We need to display the post title, the post author, the date on which the
post was made, the post excerpt, and the number of comments. Let us first design the

body. Open the index.php file and modify it as follows:

<?php get header(); ?>
<div id="post_ container"s>
<?php get sidebar(); ?>
<div id="right pan">
<?php if (have posts()) : while (have posts()) : the post(); ?>
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<div id="post-<?php the ID(); ?>">
<h2><a href="<?php the permalink() ?>">
<?php the title(); ?></a></h2>
<div class="meta">
<?php e("Posted in"); 2>
<?php the category(',') ?> by <?php the author() ?> on the
<?php the time('F jS, Y') ?>
<?php edit post link( ('Edit This')); ?></div>
<div class="main">
<?php the content( (' (more...)')); ?>
</div>
</div>
<div class="comments">
<?php wp link pages(); ?>
<?php comments popup link( ('<strong>0</strong> Comments'),

('<strong>l</strong> Comment'), _ ('<strong>%</strong> Comments'));_;>

and

</div>
<?php comments template(); ?>
<?php endwhile; else: ?>
<div class="warning">
<p><?php e('Sorry, no posts matched your criteria, please try
search again.'); ?></p>
</div>
<?php endif; ?>
</div>
<div class="separator">

</div>

<?php get footer(); ?>

The CSS code for the style.css file is as follows:

#right pan

{

padding-left: 10px;

#right pan h2

{

margin-top: 0px;

font-size: 18px;

display: block;

margin-bottom: 5px;

#right pan .meta

{

font-size: 12px;
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padding-bottom: 5px;
border-bottom: 1lpx solid #ABBO9CS;

#right pan a:hover, #right pan a:link, #right pan a:visited

{

text-decoration: none;
color: #27486E;

#right pan .comments

{

padding-bottom: 20px;

}
After adding the body, our page will look as follows:

Packt Publishers

Juz 1d

AMLEPC Post
Pasted in Frontpegs by aduin o 1be Fuby L4gh, 2006

Some content posted uzing MeraWeblog API
0 Comments

Samnple Podcast
Fosted in frontpegs by admin o the Fune 27th, 2006

Lets podeast from wordprese blog Al you have to do 13 add a link to your music le. But please be carefil, you
et bl b the abeolute url of that audis Be, no relative bnk wall weedle

Lenks to oy Podoast

0 Comments

Mastering Mambo
Fosted in PHF, CMS, OperSous, All Books by sdmin cn the May 27th, 2006

[201]




Developing Themes

When someone selects a single post, the screen will look as follows:

Packt Publishers

Just ar

XMLRPC Post
Fusteddin fronipage by adimin om the Fuly 14, 2006

Some content posted vang MetaWeblog APT

Mo comments yet
ESS feed for comments on thes post | TrackBack URI
| Wame teequiredy
| Ml (will o2 b pubishad) (requined)

| weensite

Submit Commenl

Design the Footer

This is the simplest part of our theme. Here is the code for footer. php:

</div>
<div class="separator"s>
</div>
<div id="footer"s>
sample theme for wordpress book. powered by wordpress.
</div>
</div>
</body>
</html>

The code for style.css is as follows:

/* footer */
#footer(

[202]




Chapter 7

border-top: 1lpx solid #ccc;
padding-top: 20px;
padding-bottom: 20px;
font-size: 12px;

Themes in Minutes

In the previous section, we learned how to create themes from scratch. We had
ultimate flexibility over our design and created exactly what we wanted. However, all
this comes at a cost. To develop a theme completely from scratch needs a lot of time.

Recall how we started our theme development process. We first planned our theme,
thought over its design, and probably sketched roughly with some illustration
software. Finally, after fixing the design and content, we started coding. You should
not self-design a theme unless you are delivering a very complex theme like the one
http://www.ajaxian.comhas. If you go to the Ajaxian website, you will find a lot of
gadgets there and it represents its content in a very nice and stylish way.

For creating quick themes, you can pick an already existing theme that is similar to
your planned design (at least in terms of layout) and modify its code. Sometimes
these themes are so similar to each other that all you need to do is edit the CSS file.

Ian Marine's very popular Green Marine theme is a very interesting theme with a
lot of work around. This theme comes in different color schemes obtained just by
modifying its CSS file and sometimes slightly changing the image files. For example,
there are two variations of the Green Marine theme created by Ian Marine. They are
called Blue Marine and Orange Marine, respectively.

These two variations will help you to understand that you can bring considerable
changes to the look and feel of the theme by modifying the CSS file.

There is one more trick for instantly getting a suitable theme for yourself. Many of
these themes have built-in banner images. You can modify these banners and get a
native look for your site. If you are not sure where to find these banner images, you
can search for the images folder inside the theme folder. Usually theme developers
use this images folder to store the images relevant to themes. If that doesn't work,
you can search the image files inside the theme folder one by one or directly go to
header.php and see where the banner image has been taken from.

You can go to http://codex.wordpress.org to look for some appropriate themes
for your site. There you will find some popular WordPress theme repositories.
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Instant Theme Builders

Besides editing existing themes and developing from scratch, you can also obtain
themes using theme builders. Theme builders are web-based or desktop-based
applications where you can specify colors, layouts, and other styles for the different
parts of a theme (namely, header, sidebar, body, and footer).You can then generate
CSS files accordingly.

The most advanced instant theme builder is available at:
http://redalt.com/tools/builder.php.

Step 1. Select the Layout

In the theme builder by RedAlt, there are four supported layouts. You can select any
of the four layout styles. Take a look at the following screenshot overleaf:

Get Started

Please select one of the following layout choices:
Layout Choices

Example Description

& fixed two-column lazout with the large content
column on the left side.

A fized two-column layout with the large content
colutn on the right side.

& liquid two-column layout with the resizing content
colummn on the right side.

& liguid two-column layout with the resizing content
column on the left side.

Sy &=

Step 2: Select Some Options

In this step, you can select some options for the different sections, like whether you
want to display RSS Links, Trackback links, and so forth.
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Step 3: Select a Color Scheme

This step allows you to select a basic color scheme for your theme.

Color Picker

To use the color dial, click and drag in one of the three
outer arcs to individually modify the Hue (H3,
Saturation (5}, or Brightness (B) of the pritmary color.

Alternately, choose

i one of the colors from
the palette to the right. Click on any
color to set it as the primary color for the
scheme. You can then use the wheel to
modify the colar if you wish.

Generated Color Scheme

These are the colors that will be uged in your site
. . . color scherne. You will be able to choose other

colors than these if you prefer, but sticking to

. . ik \ these colors ensures that the colors match each
‘o «gther:

. . . Then you hawe selected your color

scheme, click Continue to continue
on to the next step.

Step 4: Details of Colors and Download

In this step, you can specify the color details for the different sections.

[205]



Developing Themes

Applies to the main content area

background .
c® cO® cO® c® c® c® cO O

G. L C. OTransparent O custorn#

Applies to the space behind the content

background ~
c® c® cO c® O c® 9 O

f:f. o f::. O Transparent O Customm:#

border
Thickness:
[ none b |
Style:
solid b
Color:

C.‘ c::'.' C:.‘ cj‘. {::.‘ c::. {::.‘
o0 o® O c®

Finally, you can download the theme by clicking on the Download link at the bottom
of the page.

Applies to links in the credits

color
C:. C. C:. (::. C.. C:.' cj:. <_'::':::'
Q. C':-:' C. OTransparent C.‘)Custam:é‘ﬂ:_ll

1f you have selected all of the options you desire, click

Download to generate and download your new Theme file.

After downloading, you can use this theme file as usual.

Widgetizing Themes

In WordPress 2.0, there is a plug-in called widget, which is an interesting part

of WordPress. This plug-in has been developed by Automatic.com where the
developer of WordPress, Matt Mullenweg also works. Using this plug-in, you can
dynamically customize your sidebar by dragging and dropping widgets. Widgets
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are small dragable parts that handle different types of functionality in the WordPress
blog. For example, a Text Widget helps to display some text; an RSS widget fetches
RSS contents from remote sites, and so forth.

In a standard widget plug-in, there are six types of built-in widgets. However, there
are a lot of third-party widgets also. Let us see how to manage these widgets.

Log into the WordPress admin panel and select any theme from the Presentation
menu. If that theme is "widget-ready" or compatible with widgets, you will instantly
find a sub-menu called Sidebar Widgets available under the Presentation menu.

Theme Editor Sidebar Widgets

If you select the Sidebar Widgets menu, you will find something like the following;:

ALEGEE TGN =T Sidebar Widgets [ElGlE STy}

Sidebar Arrangement

You can drag and drop widgets into your sidebar below.

Available Widgets Sidebar 1
Archives ;
— Default Sidebar
Calendar =
Your theme will display its usual
Categories = sidebar when this box is empty.
Links Dragging widgets into this box
— will replace the usual sidebar with
Meta =
your customized sidebar.,
Pages ;
RS 1 =

Recent Camments

Eecent Posts

Search

Text 1

Save changes »
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Now you can drag each of these items onto your sidebar (on the right) and your
sidebar will contain only those items. For example, let us drag three widgets: recent
posts, recent comments, and a text widget. If you click on the icon on the right-hand
side of each widget, you can configure that widget.

Sidebar 1

Text 1

REecent Comments

Recent Posts

Now if you browse your blog, you will see the change in your sidebar.

Somme Introductory Texts

=MLREPC Post

Srmarty PHP Template
Programming and Applications

an

Making Your Theme Widget Enabled

To make our theme widget enabled, we need to make some simple changes. Open
your sidebar file and modify according to the following;:

<div id="left pan">
<div class="sidebar container"s>
<ul>
<?php if ( !function exists('dynamic_sidebar') ||
!dynamic_sidebar() ) : ?>
<li><h2>About</h2></1i>
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<li>Packt publishing is a great publisher. Packt publishing is
a great publisher. Packt publishing is a great publisher.</li>

</ul>
</div>
<div class="sidebar container">
<ul>
<li><h2>Pages</h2></1i>
<?php wp list pages('title 1li='"); ?>
</ul>
</div>
<div class="sidebar container">
<ul>
<li><h2>Categories</h2></1li>
<?php wp list cats("exclude=2,5,1,6&sort column=name"); °?>
</ul>
</div>
<div class="sidebar container">
<ul>
<lis><h2>Archives</h2></11i>
<?php wp get archives();?>
</ul>
</div>
<div class="sidebar container">
<ul>
<lis><h2>Links</h2></11i>
<?php wp get links();?>
</ul>
</div>
<div class="sidebar container">
<ul>
<li><h2>Meta</h2></11i>
<li><?php wp_loginout (); ?></li>
<li><a href="<?php bloginfo('rss2 url'); ?>">RSS</a></li>
<li><a href="http://wordpress.org/">WP</a></1li>
<? endif;?>
</ul>
</div>
<div style="azimuth:behind">
</div>

</div>

Well, one last step for completion. Create a file called functions.php in our theme
folder, i.e. zephyr, and add the following code in it:
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<?
if ( function exists('register sidebars') )
register sidebars(1);

?>

Now if you select zephyr as your theme, you will find that a Sidebar Widgets
menu appears.

Dashboard ‘Write Manage Links Presentation

Theme Editor  Sidebar Widgets

Now you can drag and drop widgets from this menu. For example, make your
sidebar like this:

Sidebar 1

Text 1

Search

Fages

Categories

After making all the desired changes, your blog will look as follows:

Some Text
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Summary

In this chapter, we learned how easy it is to develop themes according to our needs
with the help of the feature-rich WordPress API. We also learned about widgets, how
to use them, and how to enable our theme for widgets.

In the next chapter, we will learn about community blogging and managing user
groups. Till then, have fun in playing with themes. Try to modify our theme. If you
see anything interesting in any other theme, go to the code of that theme and learn
how to implement that functionality in our theme.
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In the previous chapter, you learned how to manage the look and the feel of your
WordPress blog by creating and modifying themes. In this chapter, we are going to
introduce community blogging and user management. So far in this book we have
been discussing a blog that is maintained by a single author; however, in real life
this may not always make sense. There may be different communities with a set of
bloggers who wish to blog at a single place, but as a separate entity.

In this chapter, we will discuss how to manage a group of authors in a single

blog and how to manage their privileges. There is a special version of WordPress
called WordPress MU that is developed solely as a multi-user blogging platform.
WordPress MU is not officially maintained with WordPress releases. Since it is
not a mainstream product, it is also not very well supported. However, it is worth
being familiar with WordPress MU. This versatile multi-user blogging platform is
discussed in detail in Chapter 10.

Flavors of Multi-User Blogging

WordPress is an extremely powerful blogging engine. Regular blogging requires a
lot of features, some of which you discover when you require them. One of those
features is multi-user blogging. Blogs are basically operated by single authors.
However, there are several cases where a blog is required so that many people can
blog jointly. If you are not sure, consider the following cases where a multi-user blog
plays a diverse role.

A multi-user blogging platform is extremely useful for a group of people with
similar interests. If that group wants to publish news on a specific topic (or on

many topics in a broad sense), then there must be some facility so that they can log
in as individual entities and post their content. However, in a multi-user blogging
platform, content moderation is very vital. There must be some sort of moderation so
that content is displayed after being approved by an authorized person.
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Multi-user blogging platforms can play a vital role for developers. For example, if a
group of remote developers (of a specific project) share their experiences in a blog,
it will prove to be very helpful for new developers who might face similar kinds of
problems. This blog may then act as a knowledge base for them.

Multi-user blogs are also helpful when used as a centralized news source or a central
blogging zone for the employees of a company.

Managing Users in a Multi-User Blogging
Platform

The first step of maintaining a multi-user blogging platform is to maintain a relation
between the authors. All authors should not have similar privileges. There may

be an author with higher privilege and power than the others. Above that author,
there may be a small group of comparatively more privileged authors who act as
moderators. Finally, there may be some general authors for writing and posting
content frequently.

The WordPress admin panel provides everything you need to set up different
privileges for these users. Let us first see how to create a user in a blog.

First of all, log into the admin panel and go to the Users menu. To add multiple
users, select the Authors and Users sub-menu.

User List by Role

Administrator

1D Username Name E-mail Website  Posts

[11 admin admin@somedomain.com 4 Edit

Update Users

O Delete checked users.

O <et the Role of checked users to; Administratorzv:

Update »

If you scroll down the page, you will find an option to add a new user to your blog.
You are required to provide some basic information on this page. Let us add a user
called test with a password demo.
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Add New User
Users can register themselves or you can manually create users here.
Nickname
First HName
Last Name
E-mail

Website

Password {twice)

Add User »

After the successful addition of a user, you will find the user added in the user panel.
If you scroll down the page, you will see something like the following:

Subscriber
1D Username Name E-mail website Posts
M2 test Test ser  testuser@somedomain.com 0 Edit

Update Users

O Delete checked users.

O set the Role of checked users to: | Administratar|v]

Update »

From this panel, you can set the user privileges right away by selecting their roles
from the drop-down menu Set the Role of checked users to. Please note that

all the newly added users will have the default privileges of a subscriber, which
equals zero, which is the lowest in a group. A subscriber has the least privileges as
compared to others. There are five different levels of privileges that you can set for
a group of users or a particular user. These levels are Administrator, Editor, Author,
Contributor, and Subscriber.
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Subscriber
1D Username Name E-mail
2 test Test User testuser@somedom ain.com

Update Users

O Delete checked users.

]

@® set the Role of checked users to;

Administrator
Editor

Author
Contributor
Subscriber

Website

Posts

O Edit

Update »

Ad

ministrator

An administrator is a person who can do everything in WordPress. There is no

barrier for an administrator. As there are no permission problems for administrators,

we will not be discussing more about them. However, it is not a wise decision to
keep multiple administrators in one blog. An administrator can do the following

jobs,

Ed

An editor is capable of managing other people's post, moderating those posts, and
finally publishing them. An editor cannot add or edit a user in WordPress. Let us see
what an editor can do. First of all, let us take a look at the following screenshot. This

which other editors can't do.

Switch the themes
Edit themes
Activate any plug-in
Edit any plug-in
Edit users

Edit files

Manage options

itor

is what an editor will see when logged into the blog.
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Packt Publishers

Dashboard

Welcome to WordPress

Use these links to get started:

* Write a post
¢ Update your profile or change vour password

* Add alink to your blogroll

* Zhange your site’s look or theme

Eelow is the latest news from the official WordPress development blog, click
on atitle to read the full entry. If vou need help with WordPress please see
aur great documentation arif that daesn't help wvisit the support forums.

Note that an editor has fewer menus available to him or her as compared to an
administrator. Besides, there are lesser options available under each menu. For
example, if an editor opens the Manage menu, he or she will see the following
options available:

Packt Publishers

Pages Categories Cormrments

An editor can manage posts and modify their content. He or she can also manage
the content of the pages. He or she can add and modify the categories, manage and
moderate the comments, or mark the comments as spam, if any.
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When an editor goes to the Link section, he or she will find the following menu
available to him or her:

Packt Publishers w..

CEUESR LN Add Link  Link Categories  Import Links

An editor is able to manage the links and link categories. He or she can also import
links from an external OPML file. Briefly, as compared to an author, an editor can do
the following additional jobs.

e Moderate comments

e Manage categories

¢ Manage links

Author

An author is a comparatively less privileged person than an editor. When an author
logs into the WordPress blog, he or she will have the following dashboard available:

Packt Publishers «

Dashboard

Welcome to WordPress
Use these links to get started:

® Write a post
o UUpdate vour profile or change vour password

o 2dd alink to your blogroll

* Change your site’s look or theme

Eelow is the latest news from the official WordPress development blog, click
on atitle to read the full entry. If you need help with WordPress please see

our great documentation ar if that doesn't help visit the suppart farum s.
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Authors can manage posts made by them or their subordinates. However, they cannot
modify posts made by other authors. They cannot even modify comments made to a
post that was not written by them. Authors have full freedom to modify their content,
but are by no means privileged to modify others content. When authors click on the
Manage menu, they will get the following options available:

Packt Publishers

Comments iting Moderation (0}

As stated earlier, an author can only view other people's posts but cannot edit them.
This is shown in the following screenshot:

PHP, CMS
2006-05-27 LB Frledacit
14 5329 pm  Mestering Mambo Opensource, Al 0 admin  View
Books
2006-05-27 PHP, OpenSource, . ]
13 soosa pm Smarty All Books 0 admin  View
2006-05-27 CMS, Java, All _ )
5:02:14 pm OpenCMS Ecoks o] admin  View

A contributor is only able to write and submit posts. However, these posts will not
be published unless they are approved by an editor, an author, or an administrator.
A contributor sees the same dashboard as an author, but there are significant changes
in the writing panel and the manage section. Let us take a look at the contributor's
writing panel:

Write Post
Title
Post

b | 7| link | b-quote | del | ins | img | ul | al |l

code | more | lookup || Close Tags

Save and Continue Editing ” Save |
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Please note that there is no Publish button in the writing panel. You can only save
your post as a draft when you are logged in as a contributor.

Under the Manage menu, you will get the following options:

Packt Publishers

Comments  Awaiting Moderation (0]

Subscriber

A subscriber can only read comments and posts. He or she can also subscribe to
newsletters, if available any. Following is the dashboard for a subscriber when
logged in.

Packt Publishers cviews

User Levels

If you are using WordPress version 1.5 and have not updated to the recent version,
then you may have some levels instead of these roles. There are levels from 0 to 10.
Each level specifies some privilege. Let us see what these levels mean:

e One who works at level 0 is a subscriber.

e One who works at level 1 is a contributor.

e One who works at level 2 to 4 is an author.

e One who works at level 5 to 7 is an editor.

e  One who works at level 8 to 10 is an administrator.

Managing Profiles

If you go to the Profile section as an administrator, you will find many options
available to you. We are now going to have a brief discussion about the profile section.
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Name

Usernarm@ (no editing)
admin

First name
L&st name;

Hick name
admin

Display name publichy as:
admin

About yourself

Share a little blographical information to fill out your
profile; This may be shown publicly.

Fersonal Options

[E] Use thi visual rich editor when writing

Contact Info

E=mail {required)
admin@somedomain.com

‘Website:
http://

Al
ahoo 1M

Jabber r Coogle Talk:

Update Your Password

1Fyou would like to change your password type & new
one twice below, Otherwize leave this blank.

Mew' Password:

Type It one more time:

Deleting Users

The preceding page asks you to input all the basic information about yourself.
You can also update your current password by entering the new password in the
bottom-right section.

An important option is available at the bottom-left of this page, namely Use the
visual rich editor when writing. This option specifies the type of editor that will
appear while writing a post in the writing panel. If you check this option, you will
get a WYSIWYG editor; otherwise, a traditional plain editor.

If you want to delete an existing user, you should be aware of certain issues. While
deleting a user, there are chances that you accidentally delete all the posts made by
that user.




Community Blogging

To delete an existing user, just log into the admin panel and select the Profile menu.
Select Authors and Users from the sub-menu. You will see all the available users in
your blog. You can delete any one of them by checking the check box beside each of
them and clicking the delete button at the bottom.

Subscriber
1D Username Name E-mail Website Posts
W2 test Test User  testuserd@somedomain.com O Edit

Update Users

® Delete checked users.

O set the Role of checked users to; Administrator_v:

Update »

When you delete any user, the following screen appears asking you if you want to
delete all the posts of that user.

Delete Users
You have specified these users for deletion:
» |0 #2 test
what should be done with posts and links owned by this user?

@ Delete all posts and links.

O attribute all posts and links to; | admin|¥)

Confirm Deletion

You have two options while deleting a user. You can either attribute all his or her
posts to another user or you can delete all the posts made by that user. Make a choice
and click on the Confirm Deletion button.
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Restriction Plug-ins

There are several plug-ins available for setting different kinds of restriction levels in
WordPress. In Codex, there are several plug-ins available for this.

Some of these plug-ins can hide portions of a WordPress post from unregistered
users. Some can stick a page in the front page of WordPress and can restrict access
from different IP addresses. Some allow administrators to restrict a specific post or
an entire category to a group of registered users.

The WP-Members plug-in (http://butlerblog.com/wp-members/) turns your
WordPress blog into a premium content site. It blocks content based on user login.
The ViewLevel2 plug-in (http://blog.firetree.net/2005/08/25/viewlevel -
20/) blocks posts for users below a given level. There is another plug-in called
Registered-Only (http://dev.wp-plugins.org/browser/registered-only/),
which allows only registered users to view your blog.

The HideThis plug-in (http://edwards.org/2006/03/12/hidethis-v10-plugin-
for-wordpress/) hides a portion of the posts from non-registered users. Yet
another interesting plug-in is the Freeze Users plug-in (http://txfx.net/files/
wordpress/wp_freeze users.phps), which blocks users from changing passwords.
This is useful if your blog has a user with an open password (sandboxing) and you
don't want anyone to change that password.

You can get a list of the restriction plug-ins from
http://codex.wordpress.org/Plugins/Restriction.

Summary

In this chapter, we discussed how to manage a group of users in a single blog and
hence managing a community. Community blogging can play a very important
role in user groups or news sites. We also learned how to manage different levels
of privileges for users in a community. In the next chapter, we will learn how to
develop plug-ins and widgets.
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Widgets

Plug-ins for any application are small pieces of code that work on the same
framework and API as provided by the application. You may wonder about

the purpose and the significance of developing plug-ins. Well, the main goal of
developing plug-ins is to extend the functionality of an application. If APIs are open,
any third-party developer can extend the functionality of an application by creating
plug-ins. WordPress exposes a rich set of APIs through which you can extend
WordPress to a higher level. Developing plug-ins for WordPress is not a tough job;
all you need to have is some PHP knowledge. Developers love WordPress because of
its structured and beautiful set of APIs.

Widgets are also a type of plug-in, but they are developed using the widget
framework that is created by Matt Mullenweg. Matt is the lead developer of
WordPress and works at Automattic. The widget framework itself is developed
using the plug-in API of WordPress. The main goal of widgets is to enrich the look
and feel of WordPress by providing easy-to-use, draggable objects that can take user
input and display some output based on that. Widgets are developed to decorate
your sidebar more easily.

The widget plug-in allows you to visually add small widgets to the sidebar of your
WordPress theme from the administration panel. You can simply drag and drop
your available widgets into the sidebar; each of these widgets will add a special
functionality to your WordPress outlook. Almost all widgets provide greater
flexibility to modify your sidebar without any hassle or coding experience. In
Chapter 7, we discussed how to make your theme widget enabled.

This chapter is basically divided into two major parts. In the first part of this
chapter, we will discuss the basics about widgets, installing the widget plug-in,
and developing custom widgets for our themes. In the next part, we will discuss
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the basics of plug-in development and develop some small plug-ins to describe the
process in detail.

Installing the Widget Plug-in

As explained earlier in the chapter, widgets work on the widget framework that is
provided by the main widget plug-in. So our first task will be to install the widget
plug-in on our WordPress blog. Firstly, download the archive of the widget plug-in
from http://www.automattic.com. After downloading the widgets.zip file
from www.automattic.com, extract it within the plug-ins folder that is inside the
wp-contents directory inside your WordPress folder.

Now log into your WordPress admin panel and go to the Plugins section where you
will find the widget plug-in appearing as Sidebar Widgets. Enable it by clicking on
the Activate link just after the plug-in.

Sidebar widgets 1.0 el Sld.ebar mgas” pemd un_der Activate
Presentation menu 8y Automattic, #c.

Creating Widgets

Widgets are basically nothing but plug-ins. However, it is important to note that
widgets depend upon the widget framework and themes. Their dependence on
themes is mainly because theme developers must allow the usage of widgets in their
themes. As stated earlier, the main goal of widgets is decorating the sidebar in a
drag-and-drop style. So if theme developers do not allow widgets in their themes,
they won’t work. If you have the widget plug-in installed, then after setting a new
theme you will find a menu called Sidebar Widgets under the Presentation menu. If
that is not available, you will know that the theme doesn't support widgets. Later in
this chapter, we will discuss how you can widgetize (that means to allow the usage
of widgets in) your theme.

While designing a widget, you should know that a theme has two presentation
states. One is from the admin panel and the other is what visitors will see on the
theme. So you have to design both of these states during coding.

In this chapter, we are going to design a widget that will display any text in the
sidebar of your WordPress blog. Though you can do unlimited things with
widgets, you may check what other people have done with widgets at
http://widgets.wordpress.com.
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Wo rdPre_ss Widgets

Larelle c:

Event Calendar

Movember 2nd, 2006 by Lndy

Manag_e future ;vents as an online calen_da_r. Display What is a Widget?

HpEoming e_vents ina dynamic calendar, on a listings page, s e S pew & P i

or as alist inthe sidebar. ¥ou can subscribe to the calendar your WordPress blog's sidebar

from ical {0S%) or Sunbird. without knowing how to edit a web
page. Wou're looking at a widget

Event Calendar » About right now, (rore info)

Requirements
# WardPress 2,0
#» Widgets plugin
#» Widget-cornpatible theme

Posted in Widgets | 1 Comment =

This Day On Wikipedia (Mot all widgets are available on
blogs hosted by WaordPress, com,
Mowvember 2nd, 2008 by Andy “fou can install any widget you

like on your own blog.)
Display today’s date linked to significant historical events on \Wikipedia
with This Day On Wikipedia. Categories
» Meta (2]
Posted in Daily, Widgets | Mo Comments » » Tharnes (44)
» Widgets [247)
» AIAR (9]
» Daily (2]
Dropdown Archives and Safari Search » Discussion (12)

Movember 2nd, 2008 by Andy # Fun (h2) o
# Graphics [&

# Incare [9)

Feid Beels sent in two widgets: Dropdown Archives can save lots of
# Links (10

space in your sidebar, while his Safari Search Field Widget provides a

Let us now create our widget through which we can add any text in our sidebar;

let us call it Aside. In the previous chapters of this book, we designed some small
plug-ins and we know that we must add a plug-in definition at the top of our plug-in
code. So we are directly going to code. However, we will dissect our code in the

next section.

<?

/*

Plugin Name: Aside

Plugin URI: type a url

Description: a sample widget for wordpress book
Author: Hasin Hayder

Version: 1.0

Author URI: http://hasin.wordpress.com

*/

function widget aside init ()
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{

if ( !function exists('register sidebar widget') || !function_
exists ('register widget control') )

return;

register sidebar widget ('Aside', 'widget aside render');

register widget control ('Aside', 'widget aside admin',

}

function widget aside admin()
{
if ($_POST['aside submit']=='1"){
Soptions['aside title']l = $ POST['aside title'];
Soptions['aside note'] = $ POST['aside note'];
update option("widget aside", $optiomns) ;

Soptions = get option("widget aside");
if (empty (Soptions))

{

Stitle = "Aside";
Snote = "Type your note here";
}
elsef
Stitle = Soptions['aside title'];

Snote = Soptions['aside note'];
}
echo "<div style='height: 200px'>
<p style='text-align: left's
Title<br/>

350,

200) ;

<input type='text' name='aside title' value='{$title}'><br/>

Note<br/>

<textarea rows='5' cols='40" name=’aside_note'>{$note}</

textareas><br/></p>

<input type='hidden' name='aside submit' value='1l's></divs";

}

function widget aside render ($Sargs)
{
extract ($args) ;
Soptions = get option("widget aside");
if (empty (Soptions))
{
Stitle = "Aside";
Snote = "There is no note currently";
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}

else {
Stitle = Soptions['aside title'];
Snote = Soptions['aside note'];

}

echo $before widget;

echo "<li><h2>{stitle}</h2></1li>";
echo "<ul><li>{S$note}</li></ul>";
echo $after widget;

}

add_action('plugins loaded', 'widget aside init');

?>

Let's save this widget as aside.php in the plug-ins directory. Now you have to
activate it from the Plugins menu inside the administration panel. You will find this
widget as Aside as shown in the following screenshot:

Aside 1.0 a sample widget for wordpress baok £y Hasin Hawder.  Activate

Enable this widget by clicking on the Activate link. After enabling it, go to the
Presentation menu and select Sidebar Widgets from the sub-menu. If your theme
doesn't support widgets, you will not get the Sidebar Widgets menu. This is the way
in which you can check if your theme supports widgets.

Dashboard ‘Write Manage Links Presentation Flugins Users Option5|

Sidebar Arrangement
You can drag and drop widgets into your sidebar below.

Available Widgets Sidebar 1

Archives =
Default Sidebar

Aside =
vour theme will display its usual
Calendar = sidebar when this box is empty.
Categaries = Dragging widgets into this box
will replace the usual sidebar with
Lirks
your customized sidebar.
Meta =
Pages =
RSS 1 =
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The widget named Aside in the left pane is the widget we just developed. Since this
theme supports widgets, we can see our widget listed here in the Available Widgets
panel. Let us drag the widget from the left pane to the right pane and click on the
icon just beside it. A new panel will appear with two input boxes; one is Title and
the other is Note as shown in the following screenshot. Write anything in these

two boxes.

Available Widgets Sidebar 1
Archives = Aside =
—

Cale
Catec

Title
Links [ pside Title
Meta MNote

This is our first aside. You can add anything
Page: as note here.
F=51
Recer

o

Thereafter, close this panel by clicking on the X at the top-right corner and scroll
down. Save the changes by clicking on the Save Changes button. Now browse to
your WordPress URL and take a look at the front page sidebar.

This is aur first aside. You can
add anything as note here.

Dissecting the Code

Let us now analyze our widget code.

A widget is simply an action plug-in that hooks the loaded plug-ins. Later in this
chapter we will discuss hooks. After intercepting a hook, a widget just instructs
WordPress which function to run at that point. In our first widget, we created the
widget_aside init () function that is responsible for widget initialization.
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When WordPress calls the widget _aside init () function, we first check whether
the widget plug-in is installed. If the widget plug-in is installed, we register our
widget. As stated earlier, a widget has two presentation states; one is the admin state
and the other is the display state. In the admin state, you can set different parameters
and input data from the administration panel. In the display state, the widget
renders some output in the sidebar that is visible to our viewers. The following two
lines in our widget_aside_init () function are responsible for registering two
functions for these two states of our widget:

register sidebar widget ('Aside', 'widget aside render');
register widget control ('Aside', 'widget aside admin', 350, 200);

So WordPress will execute the widget aside admin () function and the
widget_aside_render () function in the admin state and the display state,
respectively. Let us first discuss the admin state.

In this widget, we need to store the title of our widget and the note that is supplied
by the users. The update_option () function will help us to achieve this. This
function will store an array as a serialized object in the WordPress database. When
you need to restore that data use the get_option () function.

In the admin state (that is in the widget_aside_admin () function) of our widget,
we first check whether anyone has posted any update information . If so, we will
store the data in the database. Later, we will restore the information and display it in
two input boxes. While rendering the admin panel, ensure that you do not use any
HTML <form> element, because WordPress already displays the information in an
HTML form.

In the display state, there is nothing much to do; we just retrieve the information and
display it.

While rendering data in the display state, always echo the $before_widget variable
first, then the $before_title variable, and then your content. Finally, use the
$after title variable and the safter widget variable. This is the convention
suggested by Automattic to maintain backward compatibility with some themes.

Essential Rules
While developing widgets, please consider the following factors and always try to
follow them:
e Carefully choose the name of your widget so that it does not coincide with
the name of an already existing one.

e Carefully choose the function name inside your widget. Best practice is to use
the namespace format while naming these functions. That is, if your widget
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name is Aside, add aside_ as a prefix to all your functions. This will then
avoid possible function name duplication. If there are two functions with the
same name, it will not work and PHP will generate an error.

e Use the namespace format in the entire form element so as to avoid the
possibility of duplication with existing widgets.

e Before creating nice widgets, we would recommend you to read the source
code of the original widget plug-in and see how Automattic designed
themes. This will increase your widget-creating capability.

Designing Multiple-Instance Widgets

There may be situations when you need multiple instances of your widgets. For
example, a user may place several instances of the Aside widget in their sidebar. In
this section, we will learn how to design widgets with multiple-instance capability.

In widgets with multiple-instance capability, you must handle each widget
separately and individually. You must also provide a facility so that users can choose
the number of instances of a widget. In the following example, we converted the
Aside widget into one having multiple instances:

<?

/*

Plugin Name: Aside

Plugin URI: not available

Description: a sample widget for WordPress book
Author: Hasin Hayder

Version: 1.0

Author URI: http://hasin.wordpress.com

*/

function widget aside init ()

{

if ( !function exists('register sidebar widget') || !function
exists ('register widget control') )

return;

add_action('sidebar admin page', 'widget aside page') ;

add_action('sidebar admin setup', 'widget aside setup');

widget aside setup();

}

function widget aside setup()

{

//echo "accessed";
if ($_POST['aside number submit']=='1")
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$number of asides = $ POST|['number of asides'];
update option("widget aside number", $Snumber of asides);

}
$number of asides = get option("widget aside number")+1;

for ($i=1; $i<S$number of asides; $i++)

{

Sname = array('Aside %s', null, $i);

register sidebar widget ("Aside {$i}", 'widget aside render', $i);
register widget control ("Aside {$i}", 'widget aside admin', 350,
200,81);

}

for ($i=$number of asides; $i<6; $i++)

{

register sidebar widget ("Aside {$i}", '', $i);
register widget control ("Aside {$i}", '', 350, 200,$1i);
}
}
function widget aside page() ({
Soptions = $newoptions = get option('widget aside');

?>
<div class="wrap">
<form method="POST">

<h2>Aside Widgets</h2>

<p>How many aside widgets would you like?

<select name='number of asides's>

<?

for($i=1; $i<6; Si++)
echo "<option value={$i}>{$i}</option>";

?>
</select>
<span class="submit"><input type='hidden' name = 'aside number
submit' value='1l's><input type="submit" value="save" /></span></p>
</form>
</div>

<?php

}

function widget aside admin($args)
{

Swidget id = s$args;

if ($_POST['aside submit']=='1"){
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}

Scurrent widget id = $widget id;//$_POST['aside id'l;
Soptions['aside title'] = $_POST["aside title{

Scurrent widget id}"]
Soptions['aside note']l = $ POST["aside note{$current widget id}"]

update option ("widget aside{$current widget id}",Soptions) ;

}

Soptions = get option("widget aside{$widget id}");
if (empty (Soptions))

{

Stitle = "Aside";
Snote = "Type your note here";
}
else {
Stitle = Soptions['aside title'];

Snote = Soptions['aside note'];

}
echo "<div stle='height: 200px'>
<p style='text-align: left's

Title<br/>

<input type='text' name='aside title{$widget id}"’
value="'{$title}'><br/>

Note<br/>

<textarea rows='5' cols='40' name='aside note({

Swidget id}'s>{$note}</textareas<br/></p>
<input type='hidden' name='aside submit' value='1l'>
<input type='hidden' name='aside id' value='{$widget id}'s>
</div>";

function widget aside render ($args, $id)

{

extract ($args) ;

Swidget id = $id;

Soptions = get option("widget aside{$widget id}");
if (empty (Soptions))

{

Stitle = "Aside";

Snote = "There is no note currently";
}
else {

Stitle = Soptions['aside title'];

Snote = Soptions['aside note'];
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echo
echo
echo
echo
echo
echo

}

Sbefore widget;

Sbefore title;
"<h2>{$title}</h2>";
"<ul><li>{$note}</li></uls>";
Safter title;

Safter widget;

add_action('plugins loaded', 'widget aside init');

?>

Now if you scroll down the Sidebar Widgets page, you will find that you can specify
the number of instances of the Aside widget from a drop-down combo box.

Aside Widgets

How many aside widgets would you like? | 1% | save

The above portion is rendered by the widget_aside_page () function. If you
take a look at the code, you will find that the widget _aside page () function
executes by hooking the sidebar admin_page action in the format
add_action('sidebar admin page', 'widget aside page').

The following form is managed using the widget_aside_setup () function
by hooking the sidebar_admin_setup action in the format
add_action('sidebar admin setup', 'widget aside setup').

Sidebar Arrangement
You can drag and drop widgets into your sidebar below.

Available Widgets Sidebar 1

Archives Aside 1

Aside 4 Aside 2

Aside 5 Aside 3

Calendar

Categories =
Lirks

MMeta

Fages

F=51

Eecent Comments
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If you take a look at your WordPress blog now, you will find that all the instances of
the Aside widget are rendered correctly.

This is aside 1

This is aside 2

This is aside 3

Third-Party Widgets

For some more widgets, you can visit the following URLs:

e http://widgets.wordpress.com

e http://codex.wordpress.org/Plugins/WordPress Widgets

Plug-ins

Writing a plug-in is easier than writing a widget. To avoid confusion, a widget

is basically a kind of plug-in that executes with the help of the widget plug-in
developed by Automattic. In this section, we will understand how plug-ins function
in WordPress and how we can develop one on our own.

Plug-ins are simple PHP functions that are invoked at some specific event. Plug-in
developers specify those events and ping the WordPress engine to register their
plug-in for running at those events. These events are called hooks. WordPress has
many hooks inside it and those are documented in Codex, the main documentation
repository. By intercepting those hooks, you can simply do magic with WordPress.
If you are not sure what you can do, take a look at the Tiger Admin panel, which is a
replacement of the default WordPress administration panel.
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Packt publishing

Dashboard

Latest Activity

J Wirite

_ Manage

& Links
Welcome to WordPress
% Presentation
Use these links to get started:

©, Plugins
0 sers * Wirite & post
* Update vour profile or change your password
4 Dptions * Add a link to your blogroll
2 Import * Change your site's look or theme

Eelow is the latest news fram the official WaordPress development blog, click on a title to read the full entry. If you need help with
WaordPress please see our great documentation or if that doesn't help visit the support forums

WordPress Development Blog
WordPress 2.0.5 — Ronan — 11 days ago
It's new release time. The latest in our venerable 2.0 series, which now counts over 1.2 million downloads, is available for download

immediately, and we suggest everyone upgrade as this includes security fixes, We're breaking the tradition of naming releases after
jazz musicians to congratulate Ryan Boren on his new son {and first WP baby) [...]

MU 1.0 and bbPress — 16 days ago

Let us develop a simple plug-in and we will learn through that.

Plug-in: RSS Processor

The RSS processor is a simple plug-in that fetches RSS feeds from a remote site and
displays the feed title along with the feed URL. Users will be able to fetch as many
RSS feed URLs as they want in each single post and page.

If a user adds the RSS URL in the following format, then only this plug-in will
work. The user can also specify how many feeds they want to display through this
URL. The format also specifies that the visitors will see the latest five posts from the
phpExperts Yahoo group.

{rss uri='http://groups.yahoo.com/group/phpexperts/rss' limit='5"}

In this plug-in, we are going to use LastRSS, which is an RSS-processing class
developed in PHP. You can download the class from http://lastrss.webdot.cz.

<?

/*

Plugin Name: RSS Processor

Plugin URI: http://hasin.phpxperts.com/

Description: A plug-in that Fetch RSS feeds and parse to show it, You
can use it in any post of any page

Author: Hasin Hayder

Version: 2.0

Author URI: http://hasin.wordpress.com
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Feature: now supports multi rss source in single post or page.
*/
?>

<?
add filter('the content', 'rss parse');

[ **
rss_parse
this function search the content for {rss} tag and then parsse it

sample formats of the {rss} tag

1. {rss uri=http://rss.groups.yahoo.com/group/phpexperts/
rss count=5}

there are 2 attribute in this {rss} tag which we look for
1. uri = rss feed location
2. limit = how many feed to show

@param string Scontent the content of the post
@return none

*/

function rss parse($content)

{

$rss = new lastRSS();
$pattern = "~{rss\s*uri=(.*)\s*limit=(.*)}~iu";

preg match all($Spattern, S$content, $matches);
Srsses =0;
while (S$Srsses<count (Smatches[0]))
{
//initialize the content buffer
$p_content = "";
//get the rss uri
$uri = S$matches[1] [Srsses];
//get how many rss feed to show on page
$count = $matches[2] [$rsses];

//initialize the counter
if (empty(Scount)) S$count = 10;

//parse it

Srss_content = $rss->Get ($Suri);
//get all the items

S$items = $rss_content['items'];
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//parse the items

$i=0;

while ($i<S$Scount)

{
$p_content .= "<div id='rss_item's><strong><a href='{$items[$i] [

link']}'>".$items[$i] ['title']."</a></strong><br/>";

S$p_content .= "".$items[$i] ['description']."</div><br/><br/>";
Sit++;

!

Scontent = str_ replace($matches[0] [$Srsses], $p content, $content);

Srsses +=1;

}

return Scontent;

}

?>

Let us use this plug-in and make a sample post in our blog. Prior to that, remember
to activate the plug-in.

Write Post

Title

RSS Plugin Test

Fost

BIABGEEéE 'EE EEE éé% HTmL.@)

Path: Y

Save and Continue Editing Save

Now if you access the blog, you will see that the remote content has been fetched and
displayed properly.
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Edit

In this post we are testing our B35 processor plugin
Latest Mews from Hasin Hayder' s Elog

Creating Thumbnail of WebPages using WebThumb API

Joshua Eichorn, the author of "Understanding A18%" and a renowned php developer
recenthy released WebThurmb, a site to create thurmbinails of web pages. The whale
system is developed in ¢ and it uses Mozilla engine to render the webpage into
images. Shorthy after publishing WebThurmb, he released a set of APl sa that
developers can [...]

Generate Thumbnail of Any Webpage using PHP

Joshua Eichorn recently released a fantastic service for creating thumbnail of
webpages at runtirme. The service is named as “WebThumb” . Later he relased some
APl for developers to incorporate the service using a API-Key. The API-Key is available
after registering at the site. Today | made a PHP Wrapper of his WebThumb APl using

[..]

Hooks

Hooks are the main means through which plug-ins work. Hooks are a kind of event
in the WordPress execution process that you can intercept to inject a function to work
in that event. There are two types of hooks, namely action hooks and filter hooks.
Action hooks take place when some action occurs, for example when someone makes
a post, an action hook will be triggered. Action hooks won't ask for any information
to be returned to WordPress. They only specify that an action has occurred. Filter
hooks are similar, but they return information back to WordPress. For example,
WordPress will pass the content of a post to your plug-in and you may change it,
modify it, and then return the content to WordPress.

Understanding Hooks

The preceding RSS plug-in works using a filter hook. It intercepts at the

the content hook, which returns the content of the post. Let us create another
plug-in that will filter blacklisted words in the user-defined list and replace them
with **#x* We will hook the pre_comment_content filter that occurs just before
saving the content of the comment in the database. The following code achieves
this functionality:

<?

/*

Plugin Name: Blacklisted Words Remover

Plugin URI: NA

Description: A sample plug-in for WordPress book
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Author: Hasin Hayder

Version: 1.0

Author URI: http://hasin.phpxperts.com
*/

?>

<?
add filter ('pre comment content', 'blacklist process');

function blacklist process ($content
{

Sblacklist = array("samplel", "sample2", "sample3", "sample4");
foreach(Sblacklist as Sbword)

{

Scontent = str replace($bword, "*****x" = Scontent) ;

}

return Scontent;

}

?>

So when someone makes a comment as shown in the following screenshot, the
output will be like the next screenshot shown overleaf.

Anarymous Poster Mame (required)
noemail@phpxperts. net E-mail required)
nourl UEI

| like sample] and sample2 but sample3 is also ok, | also suggest to use
sampled too,

Submit Comment
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After posting this comment, take a look at the blog:

1:00 arm

| lik g HoWWHE 5 o WRIIEE |y g WEEEEY 2 5]z0 ok, | also suggest to use WEEEEE pog

I hope you now understand how these plug-ins work with action and filter hooks.

Automated Installation of Plug-ins with DB
Access

If your plug-in has to access the database, there are several choices. You may

supply the SQL statements necessary to create tables according to the requirement
of your plug-in. The blog admin will then manually execute those SQL statements

to make your plug-in work. However, if you do this, your blog admin may not be
experienced enough to manage these database operations. So you have to think of an
alternative idea.

Fortunately, in WordPress plug-ins can automate the whole process. That is, when
someone activates your plug-in, you can capture that event and check whether the
necessary tables exist in the database. If not, you will execute the necessary SQL
statements to create the required tables. The entire process is transparent and your
users need not bother about the installation.

In order to check the event when someone activates a plug-in, let us use the
following code:

if (isset($S_GET['activate']) && $_GET['activate']l == 'true') {
//Now you are in the activation event. Do the database operation
//here

}

Let us create a simple plug-in that stores all the searched keywords in our WordPress
blog into a database table. Table structure will be as follows:

table wp_searchedwords:

Field Type Null Key Default Extra
id int(11) YES PRI NULL auto_increment
word varchar(255) NULL
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When someone conducts a search, WordPress receives a GET request where the
variable name is s; so the $_GET['s'] parameter describes the searched for words.
To process any $_GET or $_POST parameter, we should hook the init action hook.
Let us take a look at the following plug-in code:

<?

/*

Plugin Name: Searched Words

Plugin URI: NA

Description: A sample plug-in for WordPress book
Author: Hasin Hayder

Version: 1.0

Author URI: http://hasin.phpxperts.com

*/

?>

<?

add filter('init', 'searchedwords init');
add_action("admin menu", "admin menu") ;

function searchedwords init ($content)

{
if (isset($_GET['activate']l) && $_GET['activate']l == 'true') ({
global S$wpdb;

Sresult = mysgl_list_tables (DB_NAME) ;

Scurrent tables = array();

while ($row = mysqgl fetch row(Sresult)) {
$current_tables[] = $row([0];

}

if (!in_array("wp_searchedwords", s$current_tables))

{
Sresult = mysgl query(

"CREATE TABLE wp_searchedwords
(id INT NOT NULL
AUTO_ INCREMENT
PRIMARY KEY,
word VARCHAR (255)
)"

}

if (lempty($_GET['s']))

{
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S$current searched words = explode(" ",urldecode($ GET['s']));
foreach ($current searched words as $word)

{
mysgl query("insert into wp searchedwords values (null,
"{$word} ') ") ;
}

}

function admin ()

{

echo "<div class='wrap's>";

Sresult = mysgl query("select count (word) as occurance, word from
wp_searchedwords group by word order by occurance DESC") ;

echo "<h2>Top Searched Words</h2>";

if (mysgl num rows (Sresult) >0)

{

while ($row = mysqgl fetch row($result))

{

echo "People searched for <b>{$rowl[1]}</b> for {$rowl[0]}
time (s) <br/>";

}
}

else {
echo "<h3>Sorry - No searchword found</h3>";

}

echo "</divs>";

}

function admin_ menu ()

{

if (function exists('add_submenu page')) {
add_submenu page ('index.php', "Searched Keywords", "Searched
Keywords", 1, 'searchedwords.plugin.php', 'admin');
}
}
?>

Save this plug-in as searchedwords.plugin.php in the plug-in folder of WordPress
and activate it from the Plugins menu. As soon as you activate the plug-in, it creates
a wp_searchedwords table in your WordPress blog database as follows:
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Field Type Collation Awtributes Null Default Extra Action
[E) i int(11) Mo auto_increment % X T
[[] word warchar(255) latin1_swedish_ci Yes MULL Vi

Moreover, as soon as you activate the plug-in, go to the Dashboard to find an extra
menu called Searched Keywords.

Dashboard EE I1=R

Now if you click on this Searched Keywords menu for the first time, you will find
the following screen:

|

(EE lalr-1gs M Searched Keywords

Top Searched Words

Sorry — No searchword found

The preceding screen shows that no keywords are found because this is our first
time. Since no one searched for anything in our blog, the table is empty. Now let us
search for something in our blog from the search box in the sidebar and come back to
this Searched Keywords page. Now you will see the actual result.

ET el Searched Keywords

Top Searched Words

People searched for bangla for 3 tirne(s)
People searched for sqglite for 2 time(s)
People searched for unicode for 1 time(s)
People searched for phpexperts for 1 time(s)
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In this plug-in, we also introduced how to add admin pages inside the WordPress
admin panel. Let us analyze the code and see what has actually happened.

Dissecting the Code

Firstly, we hooked the init action hook to process the request parameters and then
we hooked the admin_menu hook to add our admin page.

add filter('init', 'searchedwords init');

add_action("admin menu", "admin menu") ;

Thereafter, WordPress will access the searchedwords _init function inside our
plug-in. In this function, we first check if the wp_searchedwords table exists in the
WordPress database. If not, we will create this table.

We then check if there are any search requests. If available, we just store them in the
database.

To add the admin page, we used the admin_menu () function. In this function, we
added a function in the index page (dashboard).

add_submenu page ('index.php', "Searched Keywords", "Searched
Keywords", 1, 'searchedwords.plugin.php', 'admin');

The format of this function is as follows:

function add submenu page ($parent, $page title, $menu title, Saccess
level, $file, s$function = ''")

So our code just adds an admin menu called Searched Keywords under the
Dashboard section that will access the admin () function of searchedwords.plugin.
php, which is our plug-in file.

In the admin () function, we just analyze our database and display the searched
keywords in ascending order. This function will be accessed each time anyone clicks
on Searched Keywords from the admin panel.

Common Hook List

There are hundreds of hooks available in WordPress. It is not possible to cover all of
them in this small book. However, you can visit the online reference of these hooks
for further study. For most common hooks browse the following URLs:

e Plug-in APl in Codex (http://codex.wordpress.org/Plugin_API)

e  WordPress 2.x action hooks list (http://blog. taragana.com/index.php/
archive/wordpress-2x-hooks-for-action-comprehensive-list-for-
plugin-and-theme-developers/)
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e  WordPress 2.x filter hooks list (http://blog.taragana.com/index.php/
archive/wordpress-2x-filters-comprehensive-list-for-plugin-and-
theme-developers/)

e  WordPress hook list (http://wphooks.flatearth.org/)
e Skippy's hook list (http://codex.wordpress.org/User:Skippy)

These URLs deliver the most comprehensive list of WordPress hooks.

Summary

Extending an existing system is always an interesting and challenging job. You have
to care about the existing code base and structure and extend it in such a way that
the design does not collapse after merging those extensions. This chapter discusses
extending WordPress in detail by developing plug-ins and widgets. This chapter also
shows us how to design widgets with multiple-instance support.

Extending WordPress is like a never-ending adventure. These days many services
are published with an extremely simple set of APIs and we can integrate many

of those into our WordPress blog. So reading this chapter will help you start this
amazing journey by yourself.
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While blogging, various troubles may arise. You should have the proper knowledge
to troubleshoot these problems. Moreover, having some advanced experience with
WordPress will save your time in need. This chapter will give you an advanced view
of WordPress, help you to troubleshoot problems, and give you a closer look at the
ins and outs of WordPress.

System Requirements

Although WordPress usually works pretty well with LAMP and WAMP (LAMP
stands for Linux-Apache-MySQL-PHP, and WAMP stands for Windows-Apache-
MySQL-PHP), there are several issues with both these platforms. We will have a
closer look at these issues in this section.

WordPress requires a web server that can run PHP with the support of MySQL to
function properly. The best web servers that work with PHP are Apache, IIS, and
LiteSpeed. Let us take a look at the requirements here:

Web Server: Apache, LiteSpeed, or IIS
(http ://httpd.apache.org/, http://litespeedtech.com/, http://www.iis .net/)

PHP: Version 4.2 or later
MySQL: 3.23.23 or greater

If you want to have permalinks with custom URLs enabled in your blog, you must
have Apache web server with mod_rewrite enabled in your server. If mod_rewrite
is not available, the permalink URL may not look so friendly. However, in most cases
Apache mod_rewrite is installed on web hosting accounts. You may mail to your
system administrator if you don't have it installed on your account.
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A Closer Look at the Installation

In Chapter 2, we discussed how you can install WordPress locally as well as
remotely. We also saw how to install WordPress from cPanels. In this section, we
will have a closer look at the other important topics of installation like upgrading
WordPress, migrating WordPress data from one server to another, installing
WordPress for a multi-user environment, setting file permissions, uninstalling
WordPress, different kinds of troubleshooting during these processes, and finally
backing up files and database of WordPress.

Upgrading WordPress

You may have an older version of WordPress installed on your machine like 1.5.x
or even 1.2.x, and may already have a stable blog running. So choosing a new
installation will not be a wise decision in these cases. The best option is upgrading
your old WordPress installation to the new version, without losing your data and
other files. Let us see how we can upgrade WordPress.

To upgrade, you have to follow the following steps. The process would also be
similar if you want to upgrade from the 2.x version to a higher one.

Step 1: Back Up your Database

Before upgrading WordPress, we must back up our existing database. There is no
assurance that nothing will go wrong. Thus, we should better avoid the risk of losing
our database.

This is a most important step that you must do with proper attention. You can use

any MySQL front-end like MySQL-front, phpMyAdmin, or even MySQL client for

backing up your database. Please refer to the Backups section later in this chapter to
know how to back up your WordPress database.

Step 2: Back Up your WordPress Files

Before proceeding further, you must perform one more backup. You must back up
all the WordPress files including plug-ins, themes, and .htaccess files. You can do
this by logging into your WordPress directory using an FTP client. We will discuss
these in details later in this chapter in the Backing Up WordPress Files section.

Step 3: Verifying the Backups
After performing the backups, the major step is to verify whether the backed up files

are OK and usable. If they were interrupted while downloading, they may not be
usable in many cases. In that case, there is a great risk of losing all your data.

So always verify your backup files. Remember not to skip this step.
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Step 4: Deactivate All Your Plug-ins

The plug-ins that are working with the current installation of WordPress on your
machine may not work with the upgraded installation of WordPress. If a plug-in
breaks, your WordPress installation will not work as well. So before upgrading
WordPress, you must deactivate all the active plug-ins.

To deactivate plug-ins, log into your WordPress administration panel and click on
the Plugins menu. If you are using WordPress 1.5.x, you will see a screen similar to
the following:

Pluom Management

Plugins are files you usually download separately from WordPress that add functionality. To install a plugin you
generally just need to put the plugin file into your wp-content/ p lugins directory. Once a plugin is installed,
you may activate it or deactivate it here. If something goes wrong with a plugin and you can’t use WordPress,
delete that plugin from the wp-concent/ plugins directory and it will be automatically deactivated.

Plugin  Version Author Description Action

This is not just a plugin, it symbolizes the hope and
enthusiasm of an entire generation summed up in two
words sung most famously by Louis Armstrong. Hells,

Hello Dolly  1.o Hzﬁenw Dolly. This is, by the way, the world’s first official Deactivate
*E  WordPress plugin, When enabled vou will randomly sesa
Iyric from Hello, Dolly in the upper right of your admin
Screen on every page.
Michel Markdown syntax allows you to write using an
Markdown 1.0 F olftiz easy-to-read, easy-to-write plain text format.Basedon  Deactivate
the original Perl version by John Gruber. More..,
RS P s I Hasin A plugin that aggregates RSS and parse toshow it, You Pt
Hayder can use it in any post of any page

On the right side of this page, you can deactivate all the active plug-ins by clicking
on the Deactivate links.

Step 5: Download and Extract WordPress

Now download the WordPress ZIP file onto your machine. If you have shell access,
then you can also download WordPress in the web directory.

After downloading WordPress, extract all the files in a new folder named
WordPress. If you are using Windows, then you can right-click on the ZIP file and
extract using WinZip/WinRar software. If you are using *nix, then unzip all the files
using the gunzip command.

gunzip -c wordpressfilename.zip | tar -xf -
If you downloaded tarballs, you can use the following command:

using: tar -xzvf latest.tar.gz
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Step 6: Delete Old Files

Now delete all the files of your previous WordPress installation except the following
listed files and directories. You can use any FTP client for deleting these files. You
can also use shell commands. If you don't have an FTP client, you can use the best
web-based FTP program: Net2FTP.

e wp-config.php file

e wp-content folder

e wp-images folder

e If you used a specific language pack, then don't delete the wp-includes/
languages/ folder

e If you used custom mod_rewrite or permalinks, then don't delete the
.htaccess files

e wp-content/plugins folder, if you used custom plug-ins

e wp-content/themes folder, if you had custom themes
If you have shell access, then use the following commands to delete the unnecessary
files. The command sequences have been taken directly from WordPress Help. These
commands place the necessary files inside a folder named backup in the current
directory.

e mkdir backup

e cpwp-config.php .htaccess wp-layout.css index.php wp-comments.
php wp-comments-popup . php backup

e cp -Rwp-content backup
e rmwp*.php wp-layout.css .htaccess
e rm-rf wp-admin wp-images wp-includes
e cp backup/wp-config.php
The third command, cp -R wp-content backup, copies the whole wp-content folder

recursively inside the backup folder. So you can always restore any necessary files
from this backup folder.

Log into your WordPress hosting account from any FTP client (for example,
Filezilla). You will see something like this:
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Remate Site: | /public_html/testwp/

Filename # Filesize | Filetype Date Time Permissions
_cgi-hin File Folder 05/31/2006 06;58 driar-xr-x
_Jwp-admin File Folder 08)31/2006 07:30 driar-xr-x
[_Jwp-content File Folder 08)31/2006 07:24 driar-xr-x
iwp-includes File Folder 058)31/2006 07:23 drier-r-x
@®index.php 95  PHP Hypert... 08/31/2006 07:30 -Pi-F--f--
readme. hikml g1a0 HTML File 0313172006 07:30 - ===~
@8 wp-atom.php 2031 PHP Hwpert... 08/31/2006 07:30 - ===~
@8 wp-blog-header . php 759 PHP Hypert... 03/31/2006 07:30 -Fi-F ==t --
@8 wup-comments-post.php 2281 PHP Hypert... 03/31/2006 07:30 -Fi-F ==t --
@8 wp-commentsess2.php 3595  PHP Hypert... 03/31/2006 07:30 -Fi-F--f--
@8 up-config-sample . php 367 PHP Hypert... 03/31/2006 07:30 -Fi-F--f--
@8 wp-feed.php 762 PHP Hypert... 08/31/2006 07:30 -Pi-F--f--
% r-linkz-nnrnl ko 2353 PHP Hynerk a2 2NNa . 0730 O P I ey

Now right-click on the folder that you wish to delete, for example wp-admin, and hit

the Delete key. It will be deleted instantly.

Deleting Folders Using Net2FTP

Net2FTP is one of the best web-based FIP programs and is an open-source script
developed using PHP. The official Net2FTP site hosts this script. So you can perform

FTP operation using this site at no cost at all.

To start the FTP operation, point your browser to http://www.net2ftp.com. You

will find a login panel on the left-hand side.

Login!
FTF server [hpxperts.net port 21
Example: ftp.server.com or 192,123.45.67
Usermame LS 2 FNEme "] AnOnymaous

Password I;;;;;;;;;;; [J passive mode
Initial directory Ppublic_htmﬂ

Language English
Skin Blug
FTP mode @ Binary O Automatic

Login |

Clear cookies

Log into your WordPress FTP account using your username and password. If your

login is successful, you will see something like the following page:
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BREREEEREEE 00 soot fnshad in 16,34 saconds

G — Language: English =
Ypubshc_hired skin; Bue «
Directory Tree: root fpublic_htmi
Hewds | Hewfle | Uplood | Jovalipoad | Advanced | Transform selected entrgs: | Cooy | Move | Delete | Rensme | (Chmed |
Dowiced | Zo | _See | _Seach |
Up ..
- o s
All Name Type ize Owner Group Perms %‘;Ig‘ Actions
Directoriss
Mumber: 85
+ Drectory 4005 33150 L e
0 & Directony £006 33199 rwsrwirws U 19
i 2005
1 & Birec tony 4064 33168 - 55'52
1 & Directory 4006 33158 PR} Egb_‘g
O& Dirgctony 4006 33109 FWHE-EI-H 3:‘;?
o : T o, Aug23
=] Duréd Lory 2096 33154 FWHF=KI=}& 2005
sl -] Directory 4096 33198 L
-

At the upper-right corner, which is outlined, you will find the necessary buttons for
file manipulation. Please note that there is a checkbox on the left-hand side of every
folder. Clicking on the folder named wordpress, you will get into the WordPress
folder immediately. Now, to delete the wp-admin folder, check the checkbox just
beside the wp —admin folder. Click on the Delete button from the upper-right
portion of this page. You will be redirected to a page like the following:

Delete directories and files

@ [V]

Are you sure you want ko delete these directories snd files?
&l the subdirectories and files of the selected directories will also be deleted

Girectory wp-admin

Finally, click on the button outlined.

Step 7: Upload the New Files

Connect to your WordPress host directory using your FTP client or Net2FTP

and then upload the new files you extracted in Step 5. Using Net2FTP, you can
directly upload the ZIP file or tarball, and Net2FTP will extract it immediately after
uploading it to the current directory. You can upload all the files using any FTP
client. If you have shell access, you can even upload the ZIP file or tarball and then
extract it using shell commands as shown in Step 5.
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Just remember that when you upload using Net2FTP, some files in your old
WordPress installation will be overwritten by some of the new ones and that is
recommended. If you use any FTP client, allow it to overwrite.

Step 8: Run the WordPress Upgrade Program

After completing the preceding seven steps, now it's finally time to run the
upgrade script. Point your browser to http://your_wordpress_directory/
wp-admin/upgrade . php.

@WORDPRESS

This file upgrades vou from any previous version of WordPress to the latest.
It may take a while though, so be patient.

Upgrade WordPress »

Click on the Upgrade WordPress link.

@WORDPRESS

Step 1

There's actually only one step. So if vou see this, you're done. Have fun!

That's it, you are done. Now you can log in using your old username and password.
Upgrading WordPress is an absolutely hassle-free process.

Step 9: Update Permalinks and .htaccess

If you were using permalink settings in your previous installation, please log into
your upgraded WordPress as the administrator and update the well formatted
permalink structure as in the previous installation. In this case, you have to update
the .htaccess file of the current installation to the version that your old WordPress
installation used.
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Step 10: Install Updated Plug-ins and Themes

Make a list of your plug-ins that were running with the previous version of
WordPress. The WordPress community makes a comprehensive list of plug-ins that
are compatible with an upgraded version. Visit the URL and download all the
up-to-date versions of your plug-ins (http://codex.wordpress.org/User:Matt/
2.0 _Plugin Compatibility).

Step 11: Reactivate Plug-ins

If everything runs OK and completed successfully, it's time to reactivate plug-ins.
You can do it by logging in as the administrator, and then going to the plug-ins
menu. It is recommended to activate plug-ins one by one and see whether it still
works correctly or not. If any problem occurs, consider that plug-in as not compatible
with this upgraded version of WordPress.

Migrating WordPress
Sometimes you may have to move from one server to another. If it was not possible
to move your blog, all your blogging efforts would be worthless. This migration
could be of two types:
e Migration within your server, that is from one directory to another directory
e Migration to another server

Fortunately, WordPress provides ways to migrate your blog. Here we discuss both
cases of migration.

Migrating within the Same Site

For migrating within the same site, follow these steps:

o Create the directory where you want to move this installation
e Log into your old blog as administrator

o Select the Options menu, and then select the General sub-menu. You will get
the following screen:
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General Options
Weblog title: My First Blag

Tagline: .t anther WwordPress wehlog

In a few waords, explain what this weblog is about.

WordPress ad?reif http://phprperts. net/wordpress
UIRI):

Elog address (URI): http://phpxperts.net/wordpress

If wou want your blog homepage to be different than
the directary you installed WardPress in, enter that
address here.

Now let us assume that we are moving WordPress from this wordpress folder to the
wp2 folder.

1. Change the WordPress address to the new location, for example
http://phpxperts.net/wp2.

2. Change the blog address URI to the new location, for example
http://phpxperts.net/wp2.

Save the options by clicking the Update Options button.
Log out from your admin panel.

Copy your files to the new location.

SANRC LI S

Now visit the new location.

Migrating from One Server to Another
For migrating WordPress from one server to another, follow these steps:

1. Make a back up of your existing database; we have to edit this SQL file later.
2. Back up all files in your WordPress folder to a back up folder.
3. Open the wp-config.php file from your existing WordPress directory.

k?php

definel ' DE_MAME', "wp');
define( ' DE_USER', 'root'l;
define( ' DE_PASSWORD', 'root');
define( ' 0E_HOST', 'Tocalhost');

P T T NPV WY
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Edit the third, fourth, fifth, and sixth lines according to the database name,
database username, database password, and the hostname of your new
server. Mostly, you don’t need to change the hostname.

4. Open the SQL file that you created while backing up the WordPress
database. Replace all instances of your old WordPress URL with the new
one. For example, if your existing WordPress URL is http://olddomain/
wordpress and your new URL is http://newdomain/wordpress, then
replace all instances of http://olddomain/wordpress inside your SQL file
with http://newdomain/wordpress. You can do this using any text editor.
Save this modified version of your SQL file.

5. Upload all your WordPress files from the old installation to the new
directory. Don't miss any file. Keep them as is.

6. Now restore the database using the modified version of your SQL file. If you
don't know how to restore database from SQL files, read the Restoring the
Database from a Backup section that comes later in this chapter.

7. Open phpMyAdmin (or connect to the new server's MySQL host using any
MySQL client), select the new WordPress database that you just restored, and
run the following SQL command:

update wp options set option value='new wordpress URL'

where option name='siteurl' and option value='home'

You can run SQL by clicking on the SQL tab in the top-right pane. A practical
example could be something like this:

update wp options set option value='http://newdomain/wordpress’'

where option name='siteurl' and option value='home'

Struc‘ture| 5§BSQL| I§=,'5.E}-(|mrt| }Z=Searcll| I':_L;g.Query| %0perations| [Illop|

Run SOL query/queries on database wordpress:

update wp_options set option_value="http: #newdomainfwordpress' where
option_name="siteurl’ and option_value="hame/|

Shaow this query here again

Or
Location of the text file:

(Max: 8,192KE)
Cornprassion:

@ Autodetect (3 MNone (7 "gzipped” () "bzipped"
Character set of the file; | utis v
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8. Change the permissions of your wp-content folder to rwxrwxrwx 777 for file
upload facility.

9. You have to find out the absolute path of your WordPress folder in the
server. You can do this by running a PHP file inside your WordPress
wp-content folder. The code of this PHP file is: <? echo getcwd () ; ?>. Now
execute this file using your browser. For example, if the output is something
like home\user\phpxperts\htdocs\wordpress, then run the following SQL
command in phpMyAdmin:

update wp options set option value= 'home\user\phpxperts\htdocs\
wordpress' where option name= 'fileupload realpath'

10. Now open your .htaccess file and see if it is blank or not. If blank, then you
can copy your old .htaccess file here.

11. Browse the new URL of your migrated WordPress.

Multiple Installations

A multi-user environment is a WordPress hosting environment where a lot of users
can register and blog separately. Each of them will get their own blog. All blogs run
independently of one another. If you set up a multi-user environment, then you can
host blogs for a lot of users.

There are different techniques to set up a multi-user environment for WordPress:

e Using different databases

e Using a single database

e Using third-party solutions
Using different databases, you can set up as many blogs as you want. This is just
normally installing WordPress under the same domain by modifying the wp-

config.php file. However, this technique depends upon your hosting facilities. If
you have limited database options, then it is not the best solution for you.

Using single database, you can install as many WordPress blogs as you want. You
can do this by just changing the table prefix in the wp-config. php file.
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1 kZphp

2

3 define('DE_MAME', 'wp'l;

4 define('DE_USER', 'root');

¢ definef DB_PASSwWORD', 'root'l;
¢ define('DE_HOST', 'localhost');

@

3 frable_prefix = "wp_';

The preceding screenshot shows a typical wp-config.php file. You can have many
WordPress installations under the same database by changing the ninth line. Make
the $table prefix different for different users. That's it.

The final solution for setting up a multi-user environment is using third-party
solutions. WordPress community develops a different version of WordPress just
for setting up a multi-user blogging environment. This is called WordPress MU.
WordPress MU is derived from the words WordPress multi-user.

WordPress MU

WordPress MU is a different product, which is maintained and developed separately.
This version of WordPress is not supported officially and not maintained for general
users. So the development process is a bit slow. Moreover, there are some complexities
in maintaining and installing WordPress MU. So it is not a WordPress version for all
bloggers. If you are an advanced user, you can take up the challenge.

WordPress MU is the ultimate solution for a multi-user environment. Although, it
offers limited functionality and limited themes and plug-ins, WordPress MU offers
the ability to manage each blog separately and securely. The famous multi-user blog
hosts WordPress.com, edublogs.org, PRblogs.org, Bloggoing.com, Blogsome.com,
and WeblogUP.com are all powered by WordPress MU.

Benefits of Using WordPress MU

There are several benefits of using WordPress MU. If you are a general blogger, then
the benefits for you are:

* You can set up your own blog without any hassle or knowing anything. You
don't even have to edit any configuration files. Just register your username
and start blogging instantly.

e Built-in comment spam protection.
e Ability to use different pre-added themes.

e You will get support from a big community of WordPress MU users.
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System Requirements for WordPress MU

WordPress MU requires everything that is required by WordPress itself. Besides,
WordPress MU requires something more to run. Let us take a look at the requirements:

Web Server: Apache or Lightship or IIS

PHP: Version 4.2 or later

MySQL: 3.23.23 or greater

Smarty template engine, which is included with WordPress MU by default.
Apache mod_rewrite

Apache Symlinks. Wordpress MU developers have said that they will remove the
necessity for this package in later versions.

Installing WordPress MU

Download the WordPress MU ZIP file from the website at http://mu.wordpress.
org. WordPress MU is still released as an unstable version and is under serious
development. So the ZIP archive is named as wpmu-unstable.zip. Extract all the
files from this archive to your WordPress directory using any FTP client.

Create a MySQL database for installing WordPress MU. Let us assume it is wpmu.

Point your browser to the WordPress MU URL. When the page comes for the first
time, you will see that it prompts for a new installation.

WordPresspi

Welcome to WordPress MU, the Multi User Weblog System built on
WWordPress.

Welcome to WPMU

Please make sure mod_rewrite is installed as it will be activated at the end
of this install.

On the lower portion of this page, you will see a form to input necessary database
parameters. Please input all necessary parameters. Ensure that the permission to
your wp-config.php file is writable or is set to 766 for your user account. Finally,
click on Submit.
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Below wou should enter your database connection details. If vou're not sure
about these, contact your host.

Database The name of the

Name wordpress database you want
to run WP in.
USer| . mame Your MySQL
Name username
Password |password and MySQL
password.
9a% chance you

Database localhost

Host won't need to

change this value.

If you want to run
multiple WordFress

WE_ installations in a
single database,
change this.

Table
Prefix

Please input your blog title. This is the main WordPress MU account. After inserting
the necessary data, please click Submit for the final step.

WordPressp.

Welcome to WordPress MU, the Multi User Weblog Systern built on
WordPreas.

Creating Database Config File: DONE

To finish setting up yvour blog, pleasze fill in the folling form and click "Subrmit".

What would you
Weblog Title My new Blog like to call vour
weblog?
. Your email
Email address.

You will be gent an email with your password and login links and details.

That's it! Installation of WordPress MU is complete. The password and all the
necessary information will be sent to your email account that you provided in the
second step.
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WordPresspu.

Welcome to WordPress MU, the Multi User Weblog Systerm built on
WordPress.

Well Done! Your blog has been set up and you have been sent details of your

login and password in an email.

You may view your new blog by visiting http:/ /localhost/wphU/ |

After installing, you can customize the look of your WordPress MU page by editing
wordpressmu_path/wp-content/themese/home/home.php.

Installing Other People's Blogs in
WordPress MU

You have just finished installing the WordPress multi-user version. Other people
may now want to set up their blogs in WordPress MU. When they visit your
WordPress MU page, they will see the following screen:

My Multiuser Blog

Just another weblog

Localhost
This is a WordPress Mu powered site,
Yol can:

s | Ogin

s [Create a new blog |

¢ Edit this file at wp—content/ themes/ home/ home . php with your
favourite text editor and custamize this screen,
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Please note that there are two links for logging into WPMU admin panel. One link is
the usual login link, and another is to set up a new blog. When visitors click on this,
they can set up their own blogs. Let us take a look at this page.

Get your own blog

packt

Blog Title:

packt publishers

Email Address:

blog@packtpub.com

"we'll send a password to this address, so
double-check it.)

[ Sign Up »

Their blog is just one step away. Click on the Sign up button and it's done! They will
get their administration information at the email address they provided. If the blog
setup is successful, they will be redirected to the next page:

You've got a new blog!

Your new address is http://localhost/wpMU/packt/
You should receive an email with the login details shortly,

wisits http fflocalhostfwpMU fpackt)
Login: hitp:/flocalhostfewpMUfpacktwp-login.php

So setting up multiple blogs using WordPress MU is very easy.

Uninstalling WordPress

If you want to uninstall WordPress from your machine, it's an easy and hassle-free
process. Follow these steps to uninstall WordPress from your machine:
e Make a back up for your database.

e Make a back up of your WordPress files, if you may ever want to start from
your old blog.
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Delete the WordPress directory. If you have shell access and proper privilege,
apply this shell command in your shell:

rm -rf your wordpress directory

Log into MySQL using phpMyAdmin or any MySQL client. If you
have privilege to delete the database, then apply the following SQL
command for deleting your WordPress database: DROP DATABASE
your wordpress_database

In phpMyAdmin, you may not have the privilege to execute the DROP DATABASE
statement. In that case, select your database and click on the Drop link at the
upper-right corner of the right pane as shown in the following screenshot:

{1 Export | J-'Search | (g2 Query | %2 Operations | Drop |

Action Records®  Type Collation
B B 3 @ 1 MyISAM  latin_swedish_ci
B B @ * 1 MyISAM  latind_swedish_ci
B B # @ * 1 MylSAM  latin_swedish_ci

If you don't have proper privilege to delete your database or you installed
WordPress in a common database that you use for other purposes also, then delete
the following tables. Here I assume that your tables are prefixed by wp_:

wp_categories
wp_comments
wp_linkcategories
wp_links
wp_options

wp_ post2cat
wp_postmeta
wp_posts
wp_usermeta

wp_users

You can delete any table using the brRoOP TABLE SQL command. For example, if you
want to delete the wp_categories table, apply the following SQL command:

DROP TABLE wp categories

Be sure before deleting these files.
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Setting File Permissions

To install and maintain WordPress properly, you may need to change permissions
to different files and folders in the WordPress directory. If you are using a Windows
operating system, then file permission does not matter. However for Linux,
permission does matter. If you don't set proper permissions, you may not be able to
install WordPress and it will not function properly.

File permissions are settings that indicate who is privileged to do what. That is, in
Linux some users may alter the content of a file, some may just read it, or some may
not even have read or write access. Besides read/write permissions, there are also
"execute" permissions. If a file is an executable file, then this permission indicates
who can execute the file. Before setting permissions for WordPress, let's discuss the
significance of the following files and folders:

e / or root: This is the root directory that contains all WordPress files and
folders. If your WordPress directory resides on \home\user\hasin\web\
htdocs\wp, then your root directory for WordPress is the wp folder. All the
files in this directory must be writable only by you.

e /wp-admin: This folder contains all the functions and files required for
administering WordPress. This folder must be writable by general users, or
at least by users who have privileges to upload plug-ins or modify themes.

e /wp-includes: This is the place where all WordPress core files reside. This
folder must be writable by the owner, which means "you".

e /wp-content: This is the folder that contains user files like themes, plug-ins,
uploaded images, etc. This must be writable by your user account.

e /wp-content/themes: This is the folder that contains themes. If you use the
custom theme editor that comes with WordPress, you may set this folder to
writable.

e /wp-content/plugins: This is the folder that contains plug-ins. This folder
may or may not be writable, depending upon the plug-ins you use.

e /.htaccess: If you decide to use custom permalinks, this must be writable
by your user account. If you allow custom permalinks or formatted URLs
managed automatically by WordPress, you must give write permission to
this file.

[ 266 ]



Chapter 10

For file permissions at a glance, look at the following chart:

File/Folder Owner Group User Total
Permission Permission Permission

/ rwx rw rw TWXTW-TW-
/ .htaccess rwx rw rw rWXTW-TW-
/wp-admin rwx r-- r-- rwXr--Tr--
/wp-includes rwx r-- r-- rWXY--T--
/wp-content rwx rwx rw- FWXYWXIwW-
/wp-content/themes rwx rwX rw- YWXTWXTW-
/wp-content/plugins rwx rw- rw- TWXTW-TW-

How to Set Permissions

You can change permissions to files and folders using any FTP client. If you have
shell access, you can even apply shell commands for changing file permissions. Let
us see how we can change file permissions using the popular web-based FTP script
Net2FTP.

After logging into your hosting account using Net2FTP, you can see a button named
Chmod at the top-right corner. Select the folder by checking the checkbox beside

the name of the folder for which you want to change permission and click on that
Chmod button. The following screen will appear:

@J Chmod directories and files
@ Vv

Setall permissions | Owner: Oread Clwrite ClExecute

Group: Oread Owrite CExecute
Everyone: [Jread [write [lExecute

To set all permissions to the same values, enter those permissions above and dick on the button "Set all permissians"

Set the permissions of directory wp-content to:

Owrer: Mread Mwrite MExecute
Group: Mpread Cwrite [FlExecute
Everyone: Mpead [lwrite [FExecute
Chmod wvalue: [755

O chmod also the subdirectories within this directary
O chmod also the files within this directory
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Select the permissions by checking the checkboxes or by writing the value manually
(for example, 776 here) and select the green arrow image at the top. You are done!

If you are using shell, change the file permissions with the chmod command. For
example, the wp-admin folder should be set as rwxr--r-- or 0744. For example, see

the following command:

chmod -R wp-admin 0744

If you are using an FTP client (for example, Filezilla), you may change permissions as

follows.

After logging into your WordPress hosting account, open your WordPress root
directory. You will see something like this in your FTP software (I use Filezilla here):

Femate Site: |.n"public_html.f’testwp.f’
Filenarne  + Filesize | Filstype Date Tine Permissions
=..
) cgi-bin File Folder 03312006 06:53 driwr-xr-x
) wp-adrnin File Falder 03312006 0730 drwsr-xr-x
Jwp-conkent File Folder 03312006 07:24 drwsr-xr-x
(wp-includes File Folder 03f31/2006 0723 drir-ar-i
@ index.php 95 PHP Hypert... 05f31/2006 07:30 P --F--
readme.htrl g160 HTML Fil= 03312006 0730 P --b--
@8 vp-atom.php 2031 PHP Hypert,.. 08/31/2006 0730 B e e o
@8 wp-blog-header. php 759 PHP Hypert... 05/31/2006 0730 P --F--
@ wp-comments-post, php 2281 PHP Hypert... 08/31/2006 07:30 -PRF--p=-
@B wp-commentsrss2.php 3595  PHP Hypert... 08/31/2006 07:30 P --F--
@8 vp-config-sample. php 867 PHP Hypert,.. 08/31/2006 0730 B e e o
@ wp-feed.php 762 PHP Hypert... 05/31/2006 0730 P --F--
| L8 urlink<-cneal oho 55__PHE Hunett OEM1LIPO0A_ 0730 —Fli=f ==F ==

This is the root folder. Now for example, to change the permission for the wp-admin
folder, right-click on this folder and select File Attributes:

Femote Site: |.-"pub|ic_htm|.u’te$twp.u’
Filename # Filesize | Filetype
..
) cgi-bin File Folder
wp-adriir File: Folder
) wp-conte Dawnload File Folder
Chwp-inclug Add to Queus File Folder
@®index.ph Download as... 95 PHP Hypert..,
readmed  open 8160 HTML File
@ vp-atom 2031  PHP Hypert...
@ wp-blog-|  Creste Directory 758 PHP Hypert...
@D wp-comn Delete 2281 PHP Hypett...
@ vp-comt| Renane 3595 PHP Hypett...
@ vp-confil | Rl attributes, ., 567 PHP Hypett...
@ wp-feed.orip 762 PHP Hypert..,
|| i Lol T C Ol L E
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Now a dialog box prompts for file permissions. Check the permissions boxes as
shown in the following screenshot:

Change File Attributes

Flease select the new attributes for the directory
"vwp-admin”

DiWnEr permissions

Read Write Execute

GFOUP permissions

Read Wik [JExecute

Public permissions

Read

|:| Execute

(x = attribute not the same

Mumeric value: | 766 for all selected files)

Please note that not all servers understand this
command. This command is mostly used by UNIE servers,

Click OK, and you are done. Change permissions for other folders in the same way.

Troubleshooting

In this section, we will discuss the problems that may arise during the installation
and execution of WordPress and provide solutions for troubleshooting them.

Troubleshooting during Installation

During installation, different problems may arise. If you are familiar with them, you
may sort them quickly, without hunting around for solutions. Most of the problems
discussed here have been taken from the WordPress installation FAQs (Frequently
Asked Questions) and Troubleshooting FAQs.

Problem: Headers Already Sent

Sometimes, when you point your browser to the blog, you may get an error that
displays a headers already sent message on your page. The whole page may look
scrambled and it will not function.

WordPress uses PHP session functions. If anything is displayed before these session
functions, which may even be a blank space, then the session functions will not
work properly because your browser has already received all headers and it starts
displaying the output. In such circumstances, this error may occur.
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You have to figure out where the error has occurred. Most of the time, it is a file that
you have edited manually. If you remember, you edited the wp-config.php file
while installing WordPress. Open the file with your text editor and make sure that
there is nothing before the <2 at the first line and after the 2> at the last line. Now
save this file, upload it to your WordPress directory, and refresh your page again.

Problem: Page Comes with Only PHP Code

This could only happen when your server cannot parse PHP properly. This is a
problem of your server configuration; either PHP is not installed on your server or
it is not configured to function properly. To solve this problem, contact the system
administrator for your server or try installing PHP.

Problem: Cannot Connect MySQL Database

If WordPress cannot connect to the MySQL database, it shows a page like the
following screen:

WordPress

Error establishing a database connection

This either means that the username and password information
in your wp-config. php fils is incorrect or we can't contact the
database server at localhost. Thiz could mean your host's
database server iz down.

+ Are you sure you have the correct username and password?
+ Are you sure that you have typed the correct hostname?
+ Are you sure that the database server is running?

If you're unsure what these terms mean you should probably
contact your host. If you still need help vou can always visit the
WordPressz Support Forums.

To solve this problem, open your wp-config. php file and check whether the
database parameters are correct. If you are sure that these settings are fine, please
check if the MySQL daemon/service is running properly. If MySQL is not running,
run this service. If MySQL was running, try restarting the service.

In MySQL version 4.1 and later, password encryption settings have been changed
a bit, so PHP cannot connect to some versions of MySQL. If you are sure that your
database parameters are fine and MySQL is also running, then connect to MySQL
using your MySQL command-line tool and apply these commands:

set password = OLD PASSWORD ('your current password');
flush privileges;

This will use old encryption of passwords so that PHP can connect to MySQL. For
example, let's assume my current database password is root with new encryption
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settings. I want to change it to old encryption settings. The following screenshot
illustrates this:

Enter passwopd: =
Melcome to the MySQL monitor. Commands end with ; or “\g.
Type *help;’ or °‘~h’' for help. Type '“c’ to clear the huffer.

mysgl> set password = OLD_PASSWORDC’root’>;
Query OK. @ rous affected (B.88 sec)

mysqgl> FLUSH PRIVILEGES;
Query OK. @ rous affected (B.88 sec)

mysgl>

Basic Troubleshooting

The best place where you can find help for WordPress is its own help system,
http://codex.wordpress.org/Troubleshooting. No other site is comparable
with it. Following are some basic and common problems that you may face while
using WordPress.

Problem: Cannot See Posts, All It Says is Search Doesn't
Meet Criteria

This could happen because of caching. For example, you have searched once and
WordPress stored the search result inside its cache. So every time you visit the
page you see the old result. You can solve this problem by clearing the cache and
cookies from your browser. For this problem, you may also check search.php and
index.php for errors.

Problem: | Want to Make My Blog Totally Private

If you are running your blog for a personal and private group or for your own
official department so that only members of your group can see it, then you would
want to secure it with some kind of authentication. WordPress has no built-in facility
to do it. All you have to do is modify your . htaccess file to enable basic HTTP
authentication. For that, you have to create the htpasswd file using the htpasswd
command in Linux. If you are using Windows, then search in Google for htpasswd.
exe and download it from a reliable location.

Let's create the htpasswd file by applying the following command in your
command line:

htpasswd -cm .htpasswd myusername

This htpasswd command is a command-line tool available in all Linux distributions
by default. Immediately after applying this command, the command-line tool will
prompt you for a password; type your password. Please note that an htpasswd file
containing the encrypted password has been created in the current working

[271]



Administrator's Reference

directory for user 'username'. Copy that file to your WordPress folder. The htpasswd
file itself is of no use, until you tell Apache what to do with it. So let us create a
.htaccess file in your WordPress folder with the following content, which will tell
Apache to turn on basic HTTP authentication using that htpasswd file:

AuthType Basic
AuthName "Restricted Area"
AuthUserFile "absolute url of your .htpasswd file"

require valid-user

Save this file inside your WordPress directory as . htaccess. Now whenever

you browse this WordPress URL using your browser, it requires the username
and password that you created previously. You must supply the absolute URL

of the htpasswd file in the . htaccess file; it will not work with a relative URL.
For example, if your WordPress folder is located inside the /home/youraccount/
public_html/wordpress folder, then the location of the .htpasswd file should be
/home/youraccount /public_html/wordpress/.htpasswd.

If you have trouble retrieving this absolute path, then please don't worry. Create a
PHP file inside this WordPress folder with the following code:

<? phpinfo(); ?>

Now run this file. You will see a page with a lot of text. Search for the
text _SERVER ["DOCUMENT_ROOT"], and you will find the absolute URL of this
folder on the right-hand side of it. See the following screenshot:

_SERVER["DOCUMENT_ROOT"] shamefphpxperipublic_html
_SERVER["HTTP_ACCEPT"] textivmnl,applicationfml,applic atio

Problem: | Don't Receive The Emailed Passwords

This problem may happen if your web server has no SMTP server installed, or if the
mail function is explicitly disabled. Please contact your system administrator or try
installing sendmail (or any other mail server) properly. It should work.

Problem: | Am Getting A Lot of Comment Spam

Please block comment spam by using black-listed words, which we would have
discussed in Chapter 4 under the section Fighting with Comment Spams.

However, discussing all these problems will not be a wise idea because we need one
or two separate chapters only for troubleshooting. So we have discussed only the
basic problems. You can get a lot of help from the following URLs. Moreover, you
have the huge user community of WordPress to help you. So always use the support
forum and Codex.
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e http://codex.wordpress.org/Troubleshooting

e http://wordpress.org/support/forum/3

e http://codex.wordpress.org/IRC For support in IRC channel

e http://codex.wordpress.org/WordPress_ Semantics wordpress jargon

e http://codex.wordpress.org/WordPress IRC Live Help

Backups

In the previous sections, we saw the importance of regular backup. In this section,
we will see how to back up your files and databases practically using an FTP client
and MySQL client.

Backing Up WordPress Files

Firstly, let us back up the WordPress files using the web-based FTP clients Net2FTP
and Filezilla.

Backing Up Files Using Net2FTP

After logging into your WordPress hosting account using Net2FTP, you will see
something like the following:

Language: English o,
J @ Skin: Blue  »
Cractory Tree: rook f
Hewdds | Mewiis | Uplesd | tsvelpiosd | advanced | Transform selected entrivs:  Coy | Movs | Delete | Bename | Chned
Dcurosd | _Zp | _Sos | Sesch
Up..
@Name Type Size Owner Group Perms ModTime  Actions
Directarias (3)

O & wp-adin Directary a uger graup i === Jan 15 DD:09

O & wp-contant Directory i} usgar graup o= == Jan 15 O0:09

O & wp-inchudes Directary o user qraup WP Jan 15 0009

Files {20 / 93.55 k)

0 [ accass HTACCESS File 220 usar graup e =M= Jan 15 0042 wigw Efit Open
[ = indexpho PHP seript a5 usar graup - TW-rw— Feb 13 2005 WViaw Edit dpen
O & readme himl HTHL file 8160 user graup rwerw-rw-  Doc 22 DEi0S wiew E@it Open
O = wp-atam.phy PHP serpt 2031 user group P == Jun 10 2005 Wigw Bt Qpen
[0 = wp-blog-haaderghp  PHP scripk 759 user group =TT Jun 12 2005 wiaw Eoit Open
[] = wp-comments-past.php PHP script 2281 ysar qraup === MNav 05 22:0B Wigw Eoit Open
[[] = wp-commentsrssZ.ohp FHP script L user group W= W= Dac 15 22:20 wiow Edit Open
[ = wp-config.php FHP eript arz uger graup P === Jan 15 DD:3E Migw Edit Opén
[0 = wp-fecdohp FHP script 762 user group Fe=rwerw=  Mar 29 2005 Wigw EGL Open
O = wp-links-opmi php PHP scriph 2318 wser qgroup rwerwerwe  Oct 23 17:00 View Eft Open
[] = wplogn.php PHP scriph 10007 wser araup P -TW - Dac 23 20:30 w it n
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Now click on the All link outlined. All files will be selected as follows:

Language; Englsh =
i - E Skin: Blue |~

Diractory Tree: rook

Hewda | Wewiie | upiood || dsvn Unioad | _Aduanced | Transfarm selected entries! Cooy | Move | Dekels || Sename | Blunod
All Name Size Owner Group Perms d Time  Actions
et =  Diractorins (3)

ger T

Now click on the Download button outlined. Then Net2FTP will make a ZIP file
that contains all these selected files and download starts immediately. Save that file
as a backup.

Opening net2ftp-1140890399.zip

‘fou have chosen to open

netZftp-1140890399.zip

which is a: WinRAR ZIP archive
from: http:fflocalhost

‘what should Firefox da with this File?

() Openwith | WinRAR {default) I

[] Da this automatically For files like this from now an.

i OF i ,_ Cancel ]
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Backing Up Files Using Filezilla

Let's back up all these files using another famous and open-source FTP client,
Filezilla. First create a folder where you will keep these files. Then log into your
WordPress hosting account using Filezilla. After logging in, you will see all the files
as shown in the following screen:

Local Site: |C:'\waackup\ + | | Remote Site: |waw£testwp! w
=10 wpBackup # || Filename Filesize | Filetype s
= cc-mpdat_ .
#2) vp-admin |1 Ehegibin File Folder
= wp-Fothnt | 12 wp-adrin File Falder
& -
Q wprincludes hdl [ wp-content File Folder
Filename  + Filesize | Filetype  |#%| | [wp-inchudes File Folder
. | @®index. php 95 PHP Hypert...
Ccompat Fil= Faldar readme. hitml G160 HTML File
[C5) wp-admin File Folder & vwp-atom. php 2031 PHP Hypert...
(25 wp-content File Folder . | ®®wp-blog-header. php 759 PHP Hypert...
i TYTT N fys g Eil~ Erldme _.v. @8 vuni-romments-nnst. nbn 271 PHP Hunﬁrl_'..._.v.
< > < >

Select your backup folder in the left pane as highlighted in the preceding screenshot.
Now select all files in the right pane. From here, it's just a kid's play. Drag these files
from the right pane to the left pane. The file copy will start and you are done.

If backing up is successful, you can see all files downloaded to your backup folder
that you had selected in the left pane.

Local Site: | C:\wpBackup! | | Remote Site: | Ammitestind
J wpBackup || Filename
% b DVDJCO-RW Drive (D:) =
rd s fmmnﬂ MetZFTPs SN
4 oo
— Jwp-conkent
Flename Flasize  Filsbype Last Modified | | Ehwp-indudes
Cwp-admin File Folder 10/11/2006 22:... = readme. himil
CIwprcortent File Folder 10112006 22:... @ 0 sbom.php
Cwprinchudes File Folder 10/11/2006 Z2:... M iy blon haadar nhe
L o cilo: sl OF  Coars sk FE LT L e e a fucl ‘l

That's it! You have successfully backed up your WordPress files in your local
backup folders.

Backing Up WordPress Database

You can use the popular and most available phpMyAdmin or any MySQL client to
back up your WordPress database. Let us discuss the process of backing up.
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Backing Up the Database Using phpMyAdmin

Firstly, log into phpMyAdmin. If you use the control panel, the URL of phpMyAdmin
ishttp://yourdomain:2082/3rdparty/phpMyAdmin/index.php. After logging

in, you can find the following menu on the right-hand pane of phpMyAdmin. From
there, let us select Databases as highlighted in the following screen:

Character Sets and Collations
Ed Storage Engines

P Reload MysQaL

&3 Privileges

Ed Binary log

|.'_|,J Databases I

& Export

Now you will find all your databases on the next screen. Click on the database name
that is used for WordPress. It will immediately open the database showing all your
tables. Take a look at the following screenshot:

Server. flocalhost » Database: awordpress
[ Structure EQSQL"WI ,:'.Z'Search| |'=_‘%'E‘Q“ew| RO
. Records
Table Action @

] wp_ak_popularity B B # i = g2
[ wp_ak_popularity_options EE] E i = g
[] wp_categories E B # fm 1
[] wp_comments =] # f 140
] wp_linkcategories E B 3 f 5
[ wp_links (= £ i = 23
[J wp_options s [ * B39
[ wp_post2cat (= E fE = 85
[] wp_postmeta s [ * 7
[] wp_posts fE B 3 m * 85
[] wp_users B B 3 @ 1
11 table(s) Sum 506

1+  Check All / Uncheck All / Check tables having

Please notice the Export button at the top of this page. Export is the process of saving
your database in different forms. From phpMyAdmin, you can export your database
into a plain SQL file, which you can run later on to retrieve the contents of your
database. You can also export your database to a Microsoft Excel file, CSV (Comma
Separated Value) file, XML file, and so on. For proper retrieval, we need to export
this database into a plain SQL file.
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Let us click on this Export button. You will be redirected to a page where you can
select all the tables that you can export from this database.

Server. fglocalhost p Database: [Ewordpress

Structure| 5?,4_ESCIL| @Expurt| }.Z'Search| IL_g,‘gQuery| %Operations| @Dlop|

View dump (schema} of database

Export 1 * SQL options@

wp ak popularity i~ Add custorn comment into header (n splits lines):
wp_ak_popularity_options

wp_categories [JEnclose export in a transaction

W_COomments

wp_linkcategories []Disable foreign key checks

wp_links w Structure:
[[]Add DROP TABLE 3
Select All £ Unselect All []Add IF HOT EXISTS
@ S0L [#] Add AUTO_INCREMENT value
) LaTex [#]Enclose table and field names with backquotes
Add into comments
(& Microsoft Excel 2000 [] Creation/Update/Check dates
(O Microsoft Word 2000 SAL export compatibility: | NONE v
() T3V for MS Excel [v] Data:
o8V []Complete inserts 4
2 [1Extended inserts
ol [1Use delayed inserts
[JUse ignare inserts
Lse hexadecimal for binary fields
Export type: | INSERT v
[ Save as file
File name termplate: | DB ([ [v]remember template J* 5
Compression
@Mane 7y "zipped” (7 "gzipped” () "bzipped”

From the table names under the Export label, at the upper-left corner (the box
marked 1), you can select the tables to export. For backup, we must select all the
tables. To select, click on the first table name, then hold down the Shift key and click
on the last table name. All tables will be selected together.

From the section marked 2, you can select the export format. This is by default set
to SQL format. Keep it as it is. From the box marked 3, you can select whether the
structure of our database will be exported or not. From this section, check the first
checkbox labeled Add DROP TABLE. This will generate an SQL command to drop
the existing tables when you retrieve the backup.

From the section marked 4, you can select whether the data of your database will be
exported or not. From here, select the first checkbox labeled as Complete inserts.
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This will generate a complete INSERT statement for every row in every table. From
the section marked 5, select "zipped". Then, phpMyAdmin will compress the query
inside a ZIP file. This is a suitable option because this SQL file is a plain text file and
the compression ratio is quite high. This will save both time and bandwidth.

After downloading the ZIP file containing the SQL statements, keep it in a
secure place.

Backing Up the Database Using a MySQL Command

You can back up your database using MySQL command tools. There is a tool named
mysqgldump, which is shipped with the MySQL default installation. If you have

shell access and proper privilege, you can run this command in your server or from
elsewhere. The structure of this command is shown as follows:

mysqldump --add-drop-table -h mysqlhost -u username -p databasename |
fileformat -c > filename

Here comes a real command:

mysqgldump --add-drop-table -h phpxperts.net -u stanley -p phpxpert wp |
bzip2 -c > phpxpert wp.sql.bz2

After performing this command, mysgldump will prompt you for a password. If you
provide the correct username and password, it will start downloading your database
as an SQL file.

Restoring the Database from Backup

If anything goes wrong, you have to restore your database from the backup that we
made earlier in this chapter. You can restore older files using FTP, but restoring the
database needs some extra effort.

Let us see how we can restore our database using phpMyAdmin.

Restoring the Database Using phpMyAdmin

Log into phpMyAdmin, if you have it configured with your MySQL database,
which you used for the WordPress installation. Select your WordPress database
from the left pane. You should see all the tables in the right pane as seen in the
following screenshot:
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Structure @ SaL

Table
wp_categories
wp_comments
wp_linkcategories
wp_links
wp_options
wp_post2cat
wp_postmeta
Wp_posts

wp_usermeta

) e e e O

Wp_users

10 table(s)
1t Check All ¥ Unchec

JoSearch  [Query  #Exp
Action
# W X
= # W X
= B = @ X
= @ X
5 ¥ @ X
= B % @ X
= o % @ X
i E % @ X
i @ 3 @ X
P E M k@ X
Sum
kAl With selected: ||

Check all the tables and from the drop-down labeled With Selected at the bottom,
select the Drop option. You will get a page to confirm this deletion as follows:

] @ Do you really want to :}

DREOF TAELE ‘wp_categories”,
‘wp_linkcategories®, ‘wp_li

‘Wp_USers:

‘Wp_COMmMEents”,
nks®, ‘wp_options®,

‘Wp_postiZcat®, ‘Wp_po3tmeta’, ‘Wp_post3®, “Wp_USermeta’,

Click Yes and the files will be deleted. Now your database is free from these

corrupt tables.

Now you have to restore your database from the database backup, which you
archived earlier. Extract the backup archive, and you will get a file with a . sql
extension. For example, if the previous database name was wordpress, then the SQL
file would be wordpress.sgl. Now click on the Import tab from the top. You will

get the following screen:

[
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Import

rFile to import

Location of the text file
(Max: 2 D48KE)

Character set of the file: | yi8 ™

Imported file compression will be automatically detected from: Mone, gzip,
bzip2, zip

rPartial import
Allow interrupt of import in case script detects it is close to time limit. This

might be good way to import large files, however it can break transactions.
Mumber of records{gueries) to skip from start 0

~Format of imported file |—This format has no options |
& S0L —‘

Browse the SQL file from your computer and click on Go. Immediately, it will
upload the file and execute all the SQL commands stored in that file. If everything is
OK, it will show that files have been imported successfully and you have successfully
restored your database.

However, if you don't find any Import tab (for older versions of phpMyAdmin), then
you have to execute the contents of the SQL file from the SQL tab. Click on the SQL
tab at the top and you will get the following screen:

~Run SCL query/gueries on database wpd:

Show this guery here again

Open the SQL file using Notepad or any other editor and copy the contents
from there. Paste the contents from the Notepad into this box and click on Go. If
everything is OK, you will get a confirmation message on the next page that the

[280]




Chapter 10

SQL queries have been executed successfully, which means you have successfully
restored your old database.

Summary

WordPress is a famous blog engine, which is mature as well as popular. WordPress
admin panel is designed to be very user friendly, the code is well structured for
extension, and it can be extended by creating plug-ins. So your journey through
WordPress is not finished, it's just the beginning.

We hope you have enjoyed this book and have got a strong base over blogging. Keep
yourself in touch with this popular blog engine and the community. You will learn

a lot of things by yourself and will enjoy using WordPress. Thanks again for your
interest in WordPress and the open-source community.
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