-'\_vith places. Nervousness about walking down a street in a district which has

_been labelled as dangerous, nauseousness associated with particular smells or,

FEELINGS ABOUT DIFFERENCE

The senior partner of a well-known professional firm around here put his home on the
market with us and he said: 'You sent me a Mr Shah and you sent me a Mr Patel and
you sent me a Mr Whatever-it-was.” He said: ‘1 recognize that a lot of the big money
comes from several thousand miles east of Dover nowadays, and I don’t want you to think
that I've got any prejudice at ali, but would you be able to send me an Englishman one
day?

(Suburban London estate agent)'

There are several possible routes into the problem of social and spatial

“exclusion. ] want to start by considering people’s feelings about others becausc
of the importance of feelings in their effect on social interaction, particularly
" in instances of racism and related forms of oppression. If, for example, we
~consider the question of residential scgrega.tion, which is one of thc most
+ widely investigated issues in urban geography, it could be argued that the
“ resistance to a different sort of person moving into a neighbourhood stems
" from feelings of anxiety, nervousness or fear. Who is felt to belong and not to
. belong contributes in an important way to the shaping of sacial space. It is often
. the case that this kind of hostility to others is articulated as a concern about

'p'roperty values but certain kinds of difference, as they are culturally
_écmstructcd, trigger anxieties and a wish on the part of thuse who feel

“threatened to distance themselves from others, This may, of course, have

economic CORNSEqUEnces.

Feelings about others, people marked as different, may also be associated

'_Cpn\'ersely, excitement, exhilaration or a fecling of calm may be the kinds of

-sensations engendered by other environments. Repulsion and desire, fear and
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attraction, attach both to people and to places in complex ways. Central to this
question is the construction of the self, the way in which individual identity
relates to social, cultural and spatial contexts. In this chapter, 1 will suggest
some of the connections between the self and material and social worlds,

moving towards a conception of the ‘ecological self’ 2

ALTERNATIVE PERSPECTIVES ON THE
SELF

Central to early visions of the self was the idea of human indi\'iduaiity.3
Rationalist philosophers recognized that only human beings were consciously
awarc of their own life, which gave them the capacity to act autonomously.
Nineteenth-century romanticism similarly encouraged a view of the free spirit,
and this notion of the sclf was reinforced by capitalist forms of social
organization according to which people arc highly individuated and assumed to
have control of their own destinies, The subject was thus detached from his or
her secial milieu.

A shift in conceptions of the sclf was signalled by Freudian psychoanalysis,
Freud situated the self in society and argued for connections between the
developing self and the material world. Central to his thesis was the
unconscious, that ‘aspect of psychoanalysis that directly challenges the
emphasis in Western thought on the power of reason and rationality, of
reflective and conscious control over the sell’. Although Freud suggested that
on one level the unconscious was detached from reality, on another level ‘it
is deeply entwined with the nceds of the human body, the nature of external
reality, and actual social relations’.* The importance of external reality for the
psyche was outlined in Civilization and its Disconzents, published in 1929, In this
book, Frend wrote about the repression of libidinal desires specifically in
relation to the materialism of capitalist societies. He claimed that one form of
repression was an excessive concern with cleanliness and order.” Personal
hygiene, for example, is widely accepted as desirable on medical and social
grounds, but it removes bodily smell as a source of sexual stimulation, Washing
and deodorizing the body has assumed a ritual quality and in some people can
become obsessive and compulsive. This kind of observation raises issues about
the role of dominant social and political structures in the sublimation of desire

and the shaping of the self. What are the sanctions against a group or an
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individual represented as dirty or disorderly? In Civilization and its Discontents
Freud brackets cleanliness and order, both distancing the subject from the
uncertainties and fears of the urban-industrial environment. However, as Smith
obscrves, ‘order is a part of the tragedy of modern urban culture: it brings

frustration but it cannot be done without’ 6

OCBJECT RELATIONS THEORY

Freud's psychoanalytical writing provides a starting point for an examination
of relationships between the self and the social and material world. This is the
field of object relations theory, which, for Freud, referred te the infant’s
relationship to the humans in its world, but it is a theory which has been
generalized to include non-human aspects of the object world, a wider
environment of human and material objects, and extended beyond infancy. The
latter is a particularly important contribution of Erik Erikson,” who argued
that ‘the personality is engaged with the hazards of cxistence continuously,
even as the body’s metabolism copes with decay’. Erikson tried to model the
changes in the self over the life course in the form of cight stages of ego
development which he described as the ‘Eight Ages of Man'. The details of his
schema are not as important as the idea of change throughout life, resulting
from continuous engagement with the environment.

Object relations theory, as it has been reworked by psychoanalytical

theorists since Freud, has an important role in my argument.

Objcet relations theory assumes that [rom birth, the infant engages in formative relations with
‘objects’ — entities perceived as separate from the self, either whole persons or parts of the body,

either existing in the external world or internalized as mental n:p:'ese1-n;;n;ious‘H

It suggests ways in which boundarics emerge, separating the ‘good’ and the
‘bad’, the stereotypical representations of others which inform social practices
of exclusion and inclusion but which, at the same time, define the self. In the
following account I draw primarily on Melanie Klein's work but 1 also refer
to authors who put more emphasis on the social context of psychoanalytic
theory, particularly Julia Kristeva and Constance Perin,”

Klein,' like Freud, focuses on infancy but she provides a clear and quite
convincing argument about the development of the social self. Her argument

is that in the process of birth and immediately after birth the infant experiences
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anxicties associated with the initial discomforts of being — light, cold, noisc,
and so on, but comfort comes from being held by the mother and from breast-
feeding, which make possible ‘the infant’s first loving relation to a person
[object]”. The infant experiences a feeling of one-ness with the mother, who,
‘in the first few menths. . .represents to the child the whole of the external
world'. Necessarily, both good and bad emanate from the mother because she
is the source of all of the carliest experience of social relationships. The mother
is, therefore, both a good and a bad object. However, this initial, pre-Oedipal
one-ness with the mother is lost as the child dcvclops a sense of border, & sense
of self-hood, and a sense of the social. This comes about through a combination
of two processes. The first is introjection, whereby ‘the situations the infant
lives through and the objects he or she encounters are taken into the self and
. without thesc
additions to the personality that come from continuous introjection.” Klein

become a part of inner life. Inner life cannot be evaluated . |

identifies a simultancous process of projection, ‘which implies that there is a
capacity of the child to attribute to other people . . . feclings of various kinds,
predominantly love and hate.” However, objects arc not necessarily cither
polarized or in balance. As she recognized, if projection is predominantly
hostile, empathy with others is impaired. Conversely, if the child ‘loses itsclf
entircly in others’, a condition of excessive introjection, it becomes incapable
of independent, ohjective judgement. Seeing the world exclusively as ‘good’
or ‘bad’ is, in Klein's terms, the paranoid-schizoid position. Most personalities
exhibit finer gradations of goodness and badness, however, and da, in her view,
achicve a kind of balance.

This concern with balance as a desirable personality characteristic is found
in much psychotherapy and it represents a more optimistic view of the seif than
that of those social philosophers who see the psyche as buffeted by social
forces.'" However, this is not the main issue here. Whatever the contribution
of introjection and projection to the shape of the emerging self, the significant
contribution of Klein is her view of the emerging sense of border, of
scparateness and self, as a social and cultural process. As Hoggett interprets
Klein's ar‘ssrmnent,'2 this sense of border is confirmed through the construction
of ‘an endless series of misrepresentations, all of which share an cssential
quality, the quality of otherness, of being not-me’.

Separation from the mother has a cost, that is, an anxiety which results from
a fear of merging again with the mother. This internal fear is externalized, and
security is gained through associating fear with an external threat. The threat

comes from an array of ‘others’ which provide protection for the self. They
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cﬁne the boundary which protects against dissolution. Countering this fear of
1séolut10n however, merging is associated with comfort and pleasure and
'ParatCnCSE‘ with loneliness. This suggests that some people will have a greater
ndas‘} consciousness than others, Some will embrace difference, gain

and satisfaction from merging, while others will reject difference.

Pleasure
. Most pcrqonalstlcs will have a mix of both characteristics.

" The sclf is a cultural production. The perpetual restructuring of the self
akes place through what Lacan calls the ‘symbolic order’, which includes
acml and cultural symbolism. The sense of border which emerges in infancy
o ngt an innate sense but a consequence of relating to others and bccommcr
-a part of a culturc. Thus, the boundary between the inner (pure) self and
“the outer {defiled) self, which is initially manifest in a distaste for bodily
“'rc:51(§uca but then assumes a much wider cultural significance, derives from
"Parcnts and other adults who are, by dehnition, socialized and acculturated.
'Howc:\cr some writers have claimed that the marking of this boundary
_by bodily waste is parm‘ularl} characteristic of maodern western cultures.!?
.-Asqocmtlons are made between facces, dirt, soil, ugliness and unpcrfcctmn
_ but these are particularly puritanical, western obsessions. This initial sense
...2"of border in the infant in western societics becomes the basis for distancing
i from ‘others’, but the question of otherness can only be discussed
:'n{caningfully in a cultural context, for cxample, in relation to racism or
.t.'o a ‘colonial other'. Thus, enthusiasm for psychoanalysis in the social
sciences has to be tempered with an acknpwlcdgement of its failure to
i deal adequately with difference.

An essentialist notion of the bounded self has been challenged in another
- way by Constance Perin.'* She argues that the fear of mixing and merging,
which is expressed in the imperative of distancing from shit, reflects a
particularly masculine concern for autonomy and separateness. It is the mother
who experiences one-ness with the baby: she is the one who is primarily
responsible for nappy changing and who has the greatest familiarity with the
infant’s bodily residues. Thus, female and male roles in child rearing reflect the
masculine value of autonomy and the feminine value of merging and a tolerance
for difference. This is, in itself, a polarizcd and essentialist argumnent, but it
does serve to demonstrate how culture might affect conceptions of the

bouncEary between self and other.
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ABJECTION bjcct - PCDPIC things and places in various combinations. Kristeva describes
a

nse of the abject in visceral terms. Food loathmg, for example,
Maintaining the purity of the sclf, defending the boundaries of the inner body, c.rl.‘ﬂ]:" the most clementary and muost archaic form of abjection. When the eyes see or the

can be scen as a never-ending battle against residues — excrement, dead skin thit skin on the surface of milk — harmless, thin as a sheet of cigaretce paper, pitiful

_;1];.5 touch

sweat, and so on, and it is 2 battle that has wider existential significance. To . & riail paring — | experience a gagging sensation and, still farther dawn, spasms in the stomach,

.c bcll)

quote Julia Kristeva: ‘Excrement and its equivalents (decay, infection, disease

corpse [sic], etc) stand for the danger to identity that comes from without: the :
ego threatened by the non-cgo, socicty threatened by its outside, life by. Sgch sensations can become a part of social experience, howcver as Alain
death’,"* Kristeva's reflections on the pure and defiled in her essay on abjection ; Corbin suggests in his olfactory tour through French culture.* Historically,

. , o . - If from th king-cl
seem particularly compelling. She maintains that the impure can never be Ul'bm suggests that the bourgeois self separated itself from the working-class

completely removed: *“We may call it a border; abjection is above all ambiguity. r_her through smell or a fear of smell, which returned the bourgeois to the

Because, while releasing a hold, it does not radically cut off the subject from r;gmaf source of abjection, defilement associated with bodily residues. Similar

what threatens it — on the contrary, abjection acknowledges it to be in celings of abjection, Iwill suggest, attach also to place, but to understand the

' connection between abject things, people and places requires an appreciation

perpetual danger’. el

What Kristeva describes as abject is ‘opposed to I, it is ‘radically excluded’, of "tﬁc gcncralizcd other”.
but it is always a presence. She follows Georges Bataille, who defines abjection
as ‘merely the inability to assume with sufficient strength the imperative act o

excluding abject things’.n Her view of the abject as some thing, aiways there, THE GENERALIZED OTHER

‘[hovering] at the borders of the subject’s identity, threatening apparent unities

and stabilities with disruption and possible dissolution’, as Elizabeth Gross puts .The;_concept of “the generalized other’ provides a means of spatializing the

it, ™ points to the importance of anxiety, a desire to expel or to distance from problem and producing what we might describe as an ecological account of the

the abject other as a condition of existence. This hovering presence of the self, one which situates the self in a full social and cultural context. The term
g'r:'n'cralized other’ was first used by George Herbert Mead, who noted the
lision of people and objects to whom the child relates in developing a sense

'of s.e.:_l[". He argucd that:

abject gives it significance in defining relationships to others. It registers in

nervousness about other cultures or about things out of place. In another

attempt to define the abject, Gross claims that

[1] is an impossible object, still a part of the subject: an object the subject strives to expel but 'is'tmssiblc for inanimate objects, no less than for other human organisms, to form parts of

whick is ineliminable. In ingesting ebjects into itself or expelling abjects from itself, the ‘subject’ & 'generulizcd and organized — the completely socialized — other for any given individ-

can never be distinct from these ‘objects’. The ingested objects are neither part of the body nor I, Any thing — any object or set of objects, whether animate or inanimate, human or animal,

separate from it."” r merely physical — towards which he acts, or to which he responds socially, is an element in

vHiat for him is the gencralized other.!

Yet, the urge to make separations, between clean and dirty, ordered and -
. S ‘ , . . . . Mcad's interpretation of the relationship between sclf and other has fundamental
disordered, ‘us’ and ‘them’, that is, to expel the abject, is encouraged in
] ’ . . . : mplications for geographical studies of social interaction because it locates the
western cultures, creating Feehngs of anxicty because such scparations cait Tid
. . \ . . ivi i i i . dtt giv minence to
never be finally achieved. This anxiety, as I hope to demonstrate in the next dividual in the social and material world. lan Burkitt gives pro

S . . Mead's object i imil .*? He argues that:
two chapters, is reinforced by the culture of consumption in western societies. ject relations theory for similar reasons g

The success of capitahsm depends on it ead’s conception of the self and the psychical apparatus is more useful than Derrida’s or

Feelings about others on one level register as sensations associated with the Freud's in studying the body in action. That is because Mead recognized the practical nature of
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the psyche, thar it is alvays connected to social pracrice and does not exist in some separate textual
or mental domain. Whereas Derrida and Freud struggled with the metaphor of the mystic
writing-pad {for Derrida, a cultural and historical text written inta the uncenscious, positioning
the subject in a textual world], Mead conceptualized that which remains open to new
experiences and information as the active person in their various social locations and sertings (the
‘t'). It is the embeddedness in social contexts that allows the individual o be constantly receptive
to new stimuli, while at the same time the body carries the forms of histery in terms of th
cultural image of the self and the disciplines involved in social interaction (the ‘me’). So the ‘I"

and the ‘me” are not just psychical but also bodily [my italics].

The social positioning of the self means that the boundary between self and'.
other is formed through a series of cultural representations of people and
things which frequently clide so that the non-human world also provides a
context for sclfhood. To give one example of this kind of cultural:
representation, in racist discourse animals represented as transgressive and’
therefore threatening unsullied categories of things and social groups, like rats
which come out of the sewers and spread disease, have in turn been used to
represent threatening minority groups, like Jews and Gypsies, who are thus
constructed as bad ocbjects to which the self rclates. To animalize or
de-humanize a minority group in this way, of course, legitimates persecution
Interestingly from a geographical perspective, one of the few applications of
Mead’s generalized other has been in studies of the organization of domestic,
spacc by Csikszentmihalyi and Rochbe-rg—I—Ialton,25 where things in the home:
which are both positively valued and rejected are seen to have a defining rolc.

in relation to the self. They note, in particular, that

the impact of inanimate objects in this self-awarceness process is much more important than one:
would infer from its neglect. Things tell us who we are, not in words but by embodying ol
intentions. In aur everyday traffic of existence, we can alsa learn about ourseives from objects

)
almaost as much as from people.™

People and things come to stand for cach other, Csikszentmihalyi and
Rochberg-Halton suggest, so that object relations can include relating to other

through the material environment. Thus, for one woman,

fier home environment reflects an expanded boundary of the self, one that includes 2 numbe
of past and present relationships. The meanings of the objects she is surrounded by are signs of ;

her ties to this larger system of which she is a ]mrL.‘“

This seemed to me to be a promising but little-developed direction fo

research, one in which the signing of spaces could be examined specifically in

cchn
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{ioﬁ to the social self. It had considerable implications for studies of
a

{Jusion and exclusion in other spaces.

CONCLUSION

Ob]cct relations theory has a particular value for this study, with its focus on
the discrepant. The ‘other’ could be examined solely as a social category, but
gs about others, the ambivalent sensations of desirc and disgust which
ncrgm_ interpersonal and social relations, require an understanding of the

self. The emphasis in Kleinian psychoanalysis in particular on introjection and

..?ro}ectlon connects the sclf and society, and this then lcads to questions about

thc nature of the border separating self and other as it is constructed in
difforent cultures. The context for this study is ‘the West' or ‘capitalist
ocﬁ:t) ' which are, admittedly, heterogeneous categories, but we can probably
i Ik mcamngfully about the characteristic anxieties of the western self, which
ar'_' c‘cpiorcd for example, by Kristeva in her account of the abject. Abjection
seems to me the key to an understanding of exclusion, although the social and
spatial contexts of abjection need considerable elaboration.

. ”.Eri' subsequent chapters, the geographies of exclusion, the literal mappings
of power relations and rejection, are informed by the generalized other. Apart

Fr'dm the collapse of categories like the public and the private which I see as
neccse,ary feature of thesc geographies, the generahzcd other of object

.'re]auons theary gives an invitation to open up debates about otherness, to

" éxamine the interconnections of people and things as they constitute and are

comstituted by places, what I take to be the ecological self (and the ccological

other). This has to be taken one step at a time, however. I first look at soctal

: 'b.b'undaries, filling in some details about the people who erect the boundarics

and those who arc cxcluded by them, and I then consider the issue of

ékclusic)nary landscapes as they have developed in different times and places.
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o Y i igns a central role to stereotyping in
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tructuring or bounding of the self:

: : f self splits into a ‘good’ self which, as the self mirroring the carlicr‘ si‘nge
L [}}Ed 2 Dntrol of the world [the stage of pre-Oedipal unity with the mather] is rez

; o ! : e
i 'Pletec[cr;hc ‘had’ self which is unable to control the environment and is thus expose
mdﬁt}'; an il

The split is but a single stage in the developrient of the normal personality, In it
:ties. The § il s
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The determination of a border between the inside and the outside accordin

to ‘the simple logic of excluding filth’, as Kristeva puts it
of 'distancing from disgust” (Constance Perin) translates into several differen
corporeal or social images which signal imperfection or a low
hiemrchy of bcing. Exclusio

B th .the self and the world arc split into good and bad objects, and thelbn-d
2 i e loss of control, is
-iat ith fear and anxiety over the los
the self associated with ! . !

- 't'ed onto bad objects. Fear precedes the construction of the bad object,

jecte ! ' . | |

: iegative stercotype, but the stercotype — simplified, distorted and at 11‘

: g erpetuates that fear. Most personalities draw on a range o
nce —pe ;

.25‘5 esp not necessarily wholly good, not necessarily wholly bad, farsh a
r' ’ - 1 .

eans )(;Il)? coping with the instabilities which arise in our perceptions o : z
It : !

'. ald They make the world seem sccure and stable. While both good and alf
o i 5 tect the se
ore intain the boundaries of the self, to pro
tereotypes serve to maintain | |

; m triisgrcsgions when it appears to be threatened, most people have a large

o

: i jects . As Gilman reminds us:
and sophisticated array of objects to draw on

ranking in
nary discourse draws particufarly on coloyr,
disease, animals, sexuality and nature, but they all come back to the idea of dir
as a signifier of imperfection and inferiority, the reference point being the
white, often male, physically and mentally able person. In this chapter, I will
discuss ways in which psychoanalytical theory has been used in the deconstruc.

. had' is trigee - the recurrence of

O:: Manichean perception of the world as ‘good’ and *bad’ is triggered by the rLLquLdnLLFo

pe i : ‘bad'. For

1}1 L e of insecurity which induced our initial division of the world into good’ and th'tl : 0i

o ' i i J - ica
tht: gfmulogiml individual, every confrontation sets up this echo. .. for the non-patholog

i 3 ig y be used d th
individua] L]'IC SLCI'CUl)'pC isa momentary CGP]I’! muc]mmsm, one that can be used an &4]
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social groups, that is, distancing from others who are represented negatively, :
and because of the way in w

hich group images and place images combine to:
n. The issues | examine concern oppression and
denial, | try to show how difference is

the subordination of minorities, '

: A 4
discarded once anxiety is overcome.
harnessed in the exercise of power and .

It is evident that good and bad both resonate in stereotypiciil }:e.prczi}::rlt:ti:;s
:' ‘of others. As Zygmunt Bauman commented on tabfaos, wh; is -wt ;nd Feajr
'.'stcreotypes are, ‘the human attitude is an intricate ml)’(tsurc o mt:}elrest t ;

reverence and abhorrence, impulsion and repulsio-n .> Thus, dc S.Ue;)t{ic
may capture something that has been lost, an emotional lack, a emrz. e
- same time that it represents fear or anxiety. The good stereotype rna)cr1 rep "
an unattainable fantasy whereas the bad stereotype may be perceived as a real,

i istance themselves. A common
malign presence from which people want to dis

STEREOTYPES

The reception and acceptance of stereotypes, ‘images of things we fear and

giorify’, as Sander Gilman putsit,?isa necessary part of coming to terms with

i > le, locates them in the past or in a
the world. In the following passage from his psychoanalytical account of the good stereotype of Gypsies, for examp
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i stally'brﬂss and White put it succinctly: ‘Differentiation depends upon

distant country where they are seen through a romantic mist, This - cepend
y y y "9 Yerbal and visual images which have their source in the idea of

convenient because the good stereotvpe does not then contradict the bag )
8 ¥ ng'“f.nt shade into those which represent the body as less than perfect.
me E

stereotype. The Gypsy as a ‘vood object’, an association of Gypsies with desir o
. i . ] " o the photographs in Plate 2.1, which come from Cesare Lombroso’s
s g

is conveyed nicely in Hermann Hesse's poem Glorious World: : ) ccual i P
E siie of the other,'” point to a connection between visual images o

tatogtc

Sultry wind in the tree at night, dark Gypsy woman

| i imperfCCﬁon accordiﬂg to his scale of bcing which differentiates the
sica '
Warld full of foolish yearning and the poet’s breath,

il and the deviant, and mental illness or disability, conditions which
ma ! i R . '
ten the boundaries of the self. An obsession with scaling and measurement
ate :

Compare this with a characterization of Gypsies by Gina Ferrero, the daughte :

of the racist anthr'opologist Cesare Lombroso, in a commentary on her fathe

inalize the other was particularly characteristic of nineteenth-century and
: g
writing:" :

fwenticth-century science, but the association of appearances and moral

acteristics is an enduring one.

sgggestcd in the last chapter that the social sclf could alse be. seen as a
related self, and this applies also to stereotypes of the other wh;?h a-ssiumc:
negatx;’.c or positive qualitics according to whether the .stereotypec% 1r::wl1)du:i
group is ‘in place’ or ‘out of place’. The cases that I discuss later in the boo ‘
.'o}l'stratc how this condition of being discrepant or, co:‘werse]y,- of
h'g.ing, is identified. The issue concerns the extension of the gcncrah.z;d
o to things, material objects and places. Thus, a place stereotype might
..hmantic representation of a landscape to which a social- group are seen
é]ong or not, depending on the consistency or incongruity of the grm%p
piace stereotypes, For the moment, I will focus on s?me OF.ti‘lB main
1g1f1_iﬁers of otherness in western cultures as a prelude to an mtcgratlon‘ of the
6cial and spatial dimensions of the problem. The key areas that I examine are

an entire race of criminals, with aif the Passions and vices common to delinquent types: idlencss

ignorance, impetuous fury, vanity, love of orgies and ferocity.

Both a fear for the boundaries of the self and a desire to merge are intimate

in these representations, but in fact both dehumanize and contribute tG a
deviant image because both are, by definition, distortions, As Homi Bhabha
suggests,” the stercotype is a simplification because it is an arrested, fixated
form of representation which denies the play of difference. ‘Others’ disturb the

observer's world-view, but the stereotype removes them from the scenc in the

scnse that they are distinct from the world of everyday experience. Because
there is little or no interaction with ‘others’, the stercotyped image, whether
‘good’ or ‘bad’, is not chaﬂengcd.

Obviously, it is negative stereotypes which are of greatest consequence in ose of colour, disease and nature.
understanding instances of social and spatial exclusion. Here, Julia Kristeva’s :
conception of abjection, that unattainable desire to expel those things which
threaten the boundary, and the abject, that list of threatening things and HITE
threatening others, seems to me to be fundamental. The earliest experience of BLACK AND W

abjection in the child is a reaction to excrement as the infant is socialized intg’
adult categorizations of the pure and the defiled, and this then becomes a

The use of calour to signify positive/negative, life/death, superior/inferior,
metaphor for other sources of defilement which are embodied in stercotypes. :

.Safe/dangerous, and so on, is evident in all caltures, Here, | will refelt only to the
use of colour in white European cultures, and then only black and white, because
.r':ross—culturai account of the use of a wide palette of colours would be long-
vﬁndcd and not particularly relevant. The justification for considering these two

i i e impli i accounts of racism
colours is, first, that European nations are implicated in most acc

The sources of bodily defilement are projected onto others, whose world is”

epidermalized. As Iris Young argues:

When the dominant culture defines some groups as diffcrent, as the Other, the members of these |
groups are imprisoned in their budics. Dominant discourse defines them in terms of bodily.

characteristics and constructs those badies as ugly, dirty, defiled, impure, contaminated or '
)
sick,

and colonialism and rules expressed in terms of black and white have been

important in the process of regulating and dominating the colonized and. second.
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Plates 2,22 and b Dirt and blackness as signifiers

in a white society. Moral instruction.
by the Health and Cleanliness Council, London (probably 1920s)

CHILDREN ENOW WELL THFIR TEACHER'S ATTITUDN
TOWARDS DIRT.
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that ihey are readiiy associated with defilement and pl.lrity. / re inevitable associations of white with léght, and therefore safct}’, and black with dark

: : : : : : : . . : . is explains racism (whereas one might well argue about the safety
Black is used routinely to describe dirt which, in tarn, is associated wj grefore danger, and . .. this explain ( £ &

; : . o : ess and the danger of exposure to light).?*
shame and disease. In other words, it has both practical and moral associations cover of derkness and the danger P &

which make it a potent marker of social difference. In the common usage o lack and whit . Lole st of social
. . . B . .. : 1 Xt agd an W € represent a owi

white Europeans, it is a negative signifier of class, race, ethnicity. The way i olonial context, o Buer P lusion about three flms
: N . . e ietics ver relations. er's conclusio

which black has been used to indicate class difference is suggested by th characteristics and pov ¥

rtrﬁyin" the white presence in colonial Africa - fezebel (USA, 1938), Simba
" b - <
(B in, 1955) and Nighr of the Living Dead (USA, 1969) — is that thcy all

o wiate whiteness with order, rationality, rigidity, qualities brought out by

illustrations in Plate 2.2a and 2.2b, which come from a teachers’ guide fc
health and cleanliness (published by the Health and Cleanliness Council s
London in the 1920s and written by two Ph.D.s, one of whom was also the

trast with black disorder, irrationality and looseness’,
hi.s use of white and black is clearly intended to make white social

;“:»ibm- virtuous and to lcgitimatc white rule, However, white peoplc should

author of Psychaanalysis in the Classroom?). Black is also the colour of death,
source of defilement, a state which threatens life, and of the corpse, whidl

signifies decay and contagion: llfdung Signifies the other side o the border th der the question also from a black perspective. bell hooks argues that

place where I am not and permits me to be, the corpse, the mast sickening . : ‘ gue
tes have a deep emotional investment in the myth of ‘sameness’ even as

of all wastes, is a border that has encroached upon everything.”"" It is notable
that organizations that have been devoted in 2 big way to death, the extreme
rejection of difference, like the Nazis and other fascists, have adopted black for

i v i : emselves ‘hite but only about others as not-white and other, which was
their collective identity. themselves as w ¥

) - f s : : TR 5 - laliy i
. . . . oint r's examination of whiteness in films about colonialism. Tt is
Black, then, has been used in white societies to signal fear. A clear example the__.p_oml of Dye

eful then to compare the dominant white view of blackness with black
:.rience, like bell hooks’s observations on the meaning of whiteness in her

childhood:

of the use of black and associated images to convey a threatening otherness

appears in Emily Bronté’s Wuthering Heights, in which, as Rosemary Jackson
notes,

' s /ing up in the social ci d by racial apartheid,
The family excludes everything foreign to itself as being unnatural. It gearantees ontological tirning to memorics of growing up in the social circumstances created by racial apar ,
| all black spaces on the cdgu of town, | reinhabit a location where black falks asscciated
vh'it:e.hess with the terrible, the terrifying, the terrorizing. White people were regarded as

o 15
grrorists, cspccial]v those who dared to enter the seg‘regnted space of blackness,

stability through limitation and closure. By the end of Wuthering Heights, the threat represented.

by Cathy and Heathcliff has been exorcised by confining it to their own vampiric relationship

they are merely restless spirits drifting around the abandoned closure of the Heights. 12

An-other voice? White has been normalized in Europe, North America and
A'u..straiasia and, in order to rccognizc that what scems normal is also a synlbol
f domination, it is important to listen to and to appreciate black perspectives
ather than, as bell hooks suggests white people do, ‘[travel] around the world

n-'p'ursuit of the other and otherness’ — a sobering comment on academic

The fear instilled in the family by Heathcliff depended on his portrayal from:

the beginning as other, as an outsider, Thus, as he came into the family (chapter:
4):

We crowded round, and over Miss Cathy’s head I had a peep at the dirty, ragged, black haired
child. .. I was frightened, and Mrs Earnshaw was ready to fling it out of doors. She did fly up,”

nthusiasm for difference.

Retuming to the wider associations of blackness in white societies, the
ssociation between black and dirt, between dirt and discase, cmphasizcs the
Lhrcatcning quality of blackness. Removing blackness, injecting light, removes
- fear, but this fear may be a fear of others as much as a fear of darkness. Thus,

orbin maintained that Haussmann's plans for Paris in the mid-nincteenth

Ji DECRE RN RV MY I I DI I X

asking how he could fashion to bring that gipsy brat into the house, when they kad their own
bairns to feed and fend for?

Black-haired, dirty, Gypsy combine to suggest a threatening difference

drawing on an ethnic stereotype well established in British culture.

Black and white as racial signifiers have deep significance. In white, former _

colonial societies, as Dyer observes,
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aimed at eliminating the darkness at the centre of the city, where darkne
stood for the f'oul-smclling environment of the poor, the smell of the poor’

and the poor themselves.'® However, despite the common usc of black t

signify obscurity, shade, shadows, fear, misfortune, death and evil, it has no

always been so. Thus, in mediacval Europe, black knights were courageou

numerous black madonnas, as in Tarragona cathedral, Spain, and Czestochowa

Poland, were objects of reverence. The positive associations of blackness wes

lost with colonialism, however, and with industrialization and the development

of the class system under capitalism black assumed wider significance throug

ity association with dirt, disorder and the threat to the bourgeoisie posed by

the working class.

In the same system of values, whitcness is a symbol of purity, virtue an
goodness and a colour which is easily polluted. Since whiteness s often no
quite white, it is something to be achieved — an ideal state of pure, untainte
whiteness. Thus, white may be connected with a heightened consciousness o

the boundary between white and not-white, with an urge to clean, to cxpe

dirt and resist pollution, whether whiteness is attributed to people or to
material objects. As Sassoon remarks, white *has a highly accentuated hygienic

symbolism’, although, in consumer culture, there has been to some extent an

‘emancipation from white [which] has come about after several decades o

emblematic monochromatism [sic]’.'7 As a marker of the boundary between
purified interior spaces — the home, the nation, and so on — and exterior

threats posecd by dirt, disordcrly minorities or immigrants, white is still a

potent symbol,

DISEASE

Diseasc, often in combination with other signifiers of defilement, has a role in

dcﬁning the self and in the construction of stereotypes, Its is a mark of

imperfection and carries the threat of contagion. Disease in gencral threatens

the boundaries of personal, local and national space, it engenders a fear of

dissolution, and, thus, we project the fear of our own collapse, or of social
disintegration, ‘onto the world in order to localize it and . . . to domesticate
it’."® Thus, the ‘discased other’ has an important role in definin
Stability.

g normality and.

Disease metaphors were characteristic of nibcteenth-century  scientific

IMAGES OF DIFFERENCE / 25

discourses which attempted to harness scientific knowledge in support of racist
oths. Disease rcpresentcd a threat of contagion, often a coded term for racial
mixing, but to be discased or disabled was a n?ark of ImPCI‘fCC.UOH. W(-:stcrn
'Scicncc was notable for its concern with classification and, paj.rtlcu]arly in the
..'I;umaﬁ sciences, with charting the contours of normality. Vl?ual representa-
ons were particularly important for measuring and classification and the
poésibilities werc increased considerably by photograp.hy: The %‘ase of Cesare
ombroso, engaged in cataloguing physical characteristics which were Sl'lpv
p'oscd to signii"y mental disability, mental illness, immorality and crim.inai.lty,
bﬁé slipping easily into the other, was not exceptional. This kind of sc1cn‘usrn
lcnt jtsell to racist theory and practice in Nazi Germany where Jews, defined
in terms of physical difference or imperfection, became dangerous, like the
:fﬁé'ntally disabled, because of the threat they posed to the purity and stability
01—‘ the Aryan race. The fascists engaged in ‘object substitution’, the threat
: I;crsoniﬁed interchangeably by Jews, women, homosexuals, communists, and
gc",.'on, The discase metaphor, because it is universally threatening, was an
ajjpropriatc one to clide with these demonized others. '
Disease is a more potent danger if it is contagious. The fear of infection leads
.t:o' the erection of the barricades to resist the spread of diseased, polluted
athcrs. The idea of a disease spreading from a *deviant’ or racialized minority
to threaten the ‘normal’ majority with infection has particular power. This is
é{é)iaarcnt in current anxieties about AIDS, which reinforce homophobic or
racist attitudes — AIDS as the gay discase, AIDS as the black African disease.
A variant of this is evident in the Russian parliament’s decision in 1994 to
:_'réé{uire all foreigners entering the country to have an AIDS test, in an attempt
::”l.to ‘scal [the country’s] borders to “dirty” foreign bodies’ (the Guardian, 12
- November 1994). Here, the threat is embodied in the decadent West.
In the past, fears about class were expressed in similar terms. Contagious
discases like cholera or venereal disease were ‘working-class diseases’ which
; ..threatcncd the bourgeoisie and threatened to invade bourgeois space. A fear of
“infection was a foar of scxual touch; vencreal disease, like AIDS, violated
-'éﬁcrsonai boundaries. It should be noted, however, that the presumed source
- of infection, the working-class prostitute, was also an object of desire. Discase,
- the working class and dirt were closely associated in nineteenth-century
'_fnora]izing discourse, Today, disease, homosexuals and Black Africans have
. been similarly bracketed together. It is important to have somewhere (else) to
' _10catc these threats. It is a nccessary part of distanciation. Thus, Africa and,

27 in the recent past, San Francisco, have served as convenient depositories for
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Gi.l.il;ﬂl’l Rosc discusses the feminization of nature, the merging of women and
nﬁtﬁrﬁ. and the converse of this, the appropriation 0.f cultl‘n.'c ‘tfy men, at 50]';16
','-,th_zz However, observations on the representation .o[ ‘md:-genous peop.es
ﬁdacglonizcd others suggest to me that the nature association is not a peculiar
Z};ﬁfactcristic of patriarchy, as Rose seems to argue, but is a more ger"lcral
aturL of the scaling of beings by dominant groups which is closely assFJC!flted
x,'i.th the history of colonialism, the rise of science and the growth of capitalism,

R'iccratincr dominated groups to nature — women, Australian Aborigines,
)

threatcning discase and discased others, although hostile communities ma
simply be concerned with distancing themselves from the threat of infecti

by wishing ‘diseased others’ elsewhere.

NATURE

G)’PSiES, African slaves — excludes them from civilized society. I—Ir')wcver, the
clusion of women in this list depends on their situation. In a colonial context,
o example, civilized society would include those women Wh? belonged t? th(f
Eolonial power although, at the same time, they would be. subject to cxcluat]onb
sviu'ch result from the exercise of patriarchal power, Pri\'ﬂcgcd- membersl:up of
' .-1 dominant group or exclusion from it can only be explained in the particular

contexts of race, ethnicity, gender or sexuality, as Judith OLC]); perceptively

Nature has a long historical association with the other. Imperial science an_E_l
thcology both established hicrarchies of being which put white civilization at
the top and black people below, with groups like Australian Aborigines at the

bottom because they were assumed to be a part of nature, Fitting species and

human groups into taxonomic schemes was a major concern of nineteenth:

century European science. Thus, Francis Galton, one of the founders of

i . 0 . . g _ g ) . a2
statistical analysis, put ‘the average standard of the Negro race . . . two grades “observed in her carly essay on difference in Gypsy communities.

. The relegation of some groups to nature, where they al:c ‘naturally'-willd,
- Qﬁvagc:, uncivilized, is also expressed in the representation of peogle as amma. s,
“gither as animals generically distinct from humans or as particular sp‘ccms
“which are associated with residues or the borders of human existence — animals

as the abject. Here, we find some of the most imaginative but also some of the

below our own; that of the Australian native . . , at least one grade below the
African’.*? Science confirmed the global dominance of white societies, g
dominance which the church in colonial powers like Britain also asserted with
its argument that peoples closest to nature, in a primitive state, needed saving,
Salvation often involved not only accepting Christianity but also adopting

Eurapean styles of dress and the discpline of a Christian education in th ..inost destructive stereotypical representations of others. Constance Perin notes

mission school. This was the fate of indigenous peoples in Australia an o hat
- k!
Canada, for example. The civilizing mission distanced them from nature. Brod o
noted that until quite recently the white stereotype of the Inuit in the Canadian “in the Great Chain of Being, humans are one mammal among the many. .. species of mammal.
We are different from athers yet not wholly so and, from that worrisome ambiguity, less-than-

Arctic placed them in the wild, as a part of nature, because of their capacit ‘ !
perfect human beings are perceived as resembling animals the more and placed below ‘perfect

to withstand extreme cold and survive in a harsh environment by hunting and
gathering.m While this image is a romantic one, projecting onto the Inuit wha * peaple in the social order.™
the white, urban Canadian has fost, it also serves to dehumanize, If they are ‘ o - butes for others is ome sy of
a part of nature, they are less than human. To dehumanize through claiming amn‘.la attribu es. o i v
legitimating exploitation and exclusion from Cl\'l].]ZC.d bo.me.ty, 50 it is
unsurprising that it is primarily peripheral minorities, indigenous and
colonized peoples, who have been described in these terms. .
Mayall makes this observation about Gypsies, a minority who were subject

i i i cecuti i veral European
to very harsh laws, including transportation and execution, in seve P

In a discussion of patriarchy, Capra made a similar observation in relation:

to the oppression of women, He argued that;

Under patriarchy, the benign image of nature changed into one of passivity, whercas the view

of nature as wild and dangerous gave rise to the idea that she was to be dominated by man, At L th and mineteenth turies
; ; : : : i e el : and nineteentn cen :

the same time, women were portrayed as passive and subservient to men. With the rise of states in the cighteen

Newtonian science, finally, nature became a mechanical system that could be manipulated and -

i i ; : P . i . " . isti ntipathetic of all the images of a race of Romanics
exploited, together with the manipulation and exploitation of women, The ancient association Perhaps the most overtly antagonistic and antip &

! « the likeni i : "“The Gypsies arc nearer to the animals than any race
ol women and naturc thus interlinks women's history and the history of the environment, ! was the likening of people to animals: *The Gyp
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. ieti apressed in stereotypes. However,
3 ; ; ' 3 xieties are cxpressed in stereo YP
known to ug in Eurape.” This statement appeared in an article entitled ‘In Praise of the Gyp g ther', fears and anx P L ™ ight lead to
- :th the other, what bell hooks calls repositioning, g
w1l »
ging

The intention, then, was 1o place the Gypsies an the lowest possible level of human existe -n with threats to
| nding, a rejection of a stereotype and a lesser concern wi
1! lng:

5 d
They were said to eat more like beasts than men [sic].>* o

rsta

undaries of e
Oi'd' vith the thought that limited engagement, a superficial encounter,
ered v

It in the presumption of knowledge which could be more damaging
resu A a - § -CS
: nce if this knowledge were in the province of state bureaucraci

ignora § cm . | o

%j' ja. Thus, I would sec repositioning as problematic, The acquisitio

0 adermia. 4

¢ ihentic knowledge also raises important methodological questions whic
of:authc

imi 5 ¢ should be
community. Any optimism about such a move shou

Rats, pigs and cockroaches? have had a particular place in the racist bestiay
because all are associated with residues — food waste, human waste — and
the case of rats, there is an association with spaces which border civilized
society, particularly subterrancan spaces like sewers, which alsn chant
residues and from which they occasionally emerge to transgress the bounda_i-
of society. The potency of the rat as an abject symbol is heightened throy 1 consider at the end of the book. o J crate the
-D-l;é”gcncraily, 1 have been concerned in this cljmptc:r to <.arnonsl -
link Bctween object relations theory and images which ‘Play an ;m}.) o-rtal‘:hp
o Lhc construction of stereotypes. The good and bad objects of Kieu:an' lfcori
re not catalogued in any detail but it should be cl.cau.- t.hat both t .c SZ izlf
stéreof)'Pﬂs are products of culture and society, so it is 1mPDIjtanL bto i cil }:
¢ of the images that stand for the other and to contc.w.:tuah?.e obscrva tl;n.
.elfhood and constructions of otherness. Verbal anc? \'1.511-;31 images, a-ls. C);
Once the metapheric relations were established, they could be reversed. If the Irish were li = rooted in culture, are the things to which people, as individuals and as soca

animals, animals were fike the [rish, One of the sewer workers . . . described the sewers (whid]

. wi
its role as a carrier of disease, its occasional tendency to violate boundaries'_'b

cntering people’s homes, and its profific breeding. Thus, the rat has bee
readily adopted in racist propaganda such as anti-Semitic films produced by th
Nazis which portrayed Jews as rats, Similarly, in England in the nineteen

century the rat was one stereotype of the Irish minority. As Stallybrasg an
White observed:

. i st s whi ve
aings, relate. 1 have bcgun to sketch in some of the stereotypes w hich ha
ings, Ic . :

Irish labourers had helped to buildy as full of rats *fighting and squeaking. .. like a parcel ()'g m—r'ency in western cultures, but in subseq'-lCllt chaptcl‘s these picturcs will
C

drunken Irishmen’. 7
become more detailed and elaborate.
The Irish were seen as uncivil, be[onging outside English civil society because
of their association with dirt, like rats, both through their work on canal
sewers and railways and through their rural Irish background, ‘where the NOTES
imagined connection between peasants and dung was very close’. This

H - I i H . wpale 1f: v O and
dehumanization was, of course, a necessary part of the colonial relationship Some recent post-madern writing, for example, Tain Chambers's Migrancy, Coleare

between Britain and frcland. Otherwise, it s a very clear Ct{ample of the way Idenzity, Routledge, Londan, 1994, celebrates difference with some enthusiasm. The theme of
entity, , , 1994,

.I g . m m‘ m ) - ! - § i W iffcrence that follow from
in which rt, disease and nature are combined in an anj al ctaphor. Chambers' book is that there are fusions, hybrids and new forms of difference ! ”
| - ' ' . i ectednes ink that it is important not ta be carrie
ransgressive ma als and insects ave playcd an Important part in th creasing global movement and interconnectedness. 1 think P ! curnied
“away by this. Problems defined by the firm contours of territorially based conflict, ass

away by this. S0k ) . AP
vith race, ethnicity, sexuality and disability, arc persistent features of socio-spatial re

H A o P

" Many people live in one place for a long time and some have difficuliy getting along with those

construction of negative stereatypes.

j sici chom Chambers
who are different from themselves. Unfortunately, the African musicians who

i i je ism outside the
admires and who have certainly enriched British culture are still subject 1o racism o

: - -
sym ]t'“]lL‘UC environment of l}'lil CIU]J ar the music festival.
Santer Glllll a0, DIHL‘I’L’I’]CL‘ and Pﬂ!hox’ﬂg). SLereotypes Dfﬂ.‘\uﬂli’[), race and madncﬂ, Cornell

g i <, with i hasis on visual representation,
This discussion has one important practical implication. In local conflicts, University Press, Tthaca, N.Y., 1985, This book, with its emp

. i ; it cived.
. i i ; ] ject relations theory to incorporate the world as it is perc
where a community represents itself as normal, a part of the mainstream, and devclops abject relations theory p

fecls threatened hv the neaeame. 0 .1 1
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4, ibid., p, 18,
5. Zygmunt Bauman, ‘Semiotics and the function of culture’, in Julia Kristeva et.al, (ed;
Essays in Semiatics, Mouton, The Hague, 1971, pp. 279-295.

tion of caiegaries like ‘women' ~ Michelle Barrett, “The concept of difference’,
construct

Faminist Revicw, 26, 1987, 29-41. o '+ Miadicon. 1988
%547 Constance Perin Bclonging in America, University of Wisconsit Press, Madison, 1988,
24 L !

p 44145, . . .

3 & pavid Mayall, Gypsy-Travellers in Nineteenth Century Sociery, Cambridge University Press,

6. Gina Ferrero, Criming! Man, The Knickerbocker Press, New York, 1911, p- 140,
7. Homi Bhabha, The Location of Calrure, Routledge, London, 1994, Bhabha presents a d¢
analysis of the ‘colonial other”, but his arguments have much wider relevance, bridee, 1988, chapter 4. o )
: ; C‘“;‘ﬁ_ Cickroac:h symbolism is discussed by Hoggett in a study of racism in the East End of

8. Iris Young, fustice and the Politics of Difference Princeton University Press, Princeton, N . .
& 70U : ’ o the Muslim Bangladeshi papulation constitutes the other for the working-class

$990, p. 126. Young bases her argument on julia Kristeva’s Powers af Horror.

9. Peter Stallybrass and Allon White, The Polirics and Pactics of Transgression, Methue
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