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Social Remittances Revisited
Peggy Levitt and Deepak Lamba-Nieves

In this article we revisit the concept of social remittances. First, we show how people’s
experiences before migrating strongly influence what they do in the countries where they
settle; this, in turn, affects what they remit back to their homelands. Second, just as
scholars differentiate between individual and collective economic remittances, we also
distinguish between individual and collective social remittances. While individuals
communicate ideas and practices to each other in their roles as friends, family members
or neighbours, they also communicate in their capacity as organisational actors, which
has implications for organisational management and capacity-building. Finally, we
argue that social remittances can scale up from local-level impacts to affect regional and
national change and scale out to affect other domains of practice.
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Introduction

Despite decades of scholarship, the jury is still out on the relationship between
migration and development (Newland 2007). Migrants from the developing world
bring labour, skills and know-how to the countries where they settle, while
continuing to contribute to development in their countries of origin by sending
remittances, investing in businesses, introducing knowledge and skills and con-
tributing to charity (de Haas 2006; Ruttan 2008). But not everything is rosy. In some
cases, migration also heightens economic dependency and inequality, creates
unrealistic expectations for a standard of living that is unsustainable on its own,
and exacerbates conflicts between competing and increasingly unequal groups.
Clearly, migration’s impact varies by country and group, over time, and according to
whether remittances are used individually or collectively.
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Most debates ab'out n?igration and development privilege the economic at the
S;Sp;}se o‘f t.he social. Migrant remittances and philanthropic transfers amount to
: 38 billion a year globally—nearly twice the amount of official development
assistance (Wor?d Bank‘ 2009). International aid agencies and governments are¢ hard
?;:?tfork designing policies to tap into and purposefully channel these resources
ilmaladharma er al. 2004). Against this backdrop, it is not surprising that man
scholars and policy-makers hail remittances as the next development i’
(Orozco 2002; Ratha 2005). PR panacea
But economics is not the whole story. Culture permeates all aspects of the
devellopmem enterprise—as a challenge and an opportunity. Migrants carry ideas
practices an?i narratives which enable mobility and different forms of mem}l;ershi ,
and pelongmg. Culture also strongly influences how development goals ar};
estabhs‘hed, the policies put in place to achieve them, and how successlguﬂ they
are achieved. By privileging the economic, researchers and policy-makers overlzok zfz}z
1mportax'1t potential aid and/or barrier to project success (Rao and Woolcock 2007)
ij' tre.atmg culture as a residual value, or by suggesting that it cannof be studi d
scientifically, we also risk promoting policies that fail to take into account ke as rlet
of the( social worlds we hope to improve (Lamont and Small 2008) yepe
".fhis article f’s part of recent efforts to bring culture back into nn:gration debates
Do%n.g 80 requires not only looking at the ‘migration of culture’ {or religion ideas.
political at@tudes and artistic practices) but also seeing miigration as a cultu;al act,
Becalfse migrants’ identities and actions are rich in cultural and social meanin .
focum}r;g solely on their social networks, positions or activities comes up short. It ?s:
ir:;:e?; neé;ocr uﬁlz ag}‘lese practices or identities may be cultural but rather that they are
We enter this conversation by revisiting the concept of social remittances. First
argue that People’s experiences prior to migration strongly influence what t.he d;)“']e
the countries where they settle; this, in turn, affects what they remit back t)(; th l'n
homelands, which becomes clear when we analyse migration through a transnatio e"i
lens. The ideas and practices migrants bring with them actively shape who and wlilzt
they encounter in the countries where they move, which then shapes what they send
back‘. ?n the case of the Dominican towns of Boca Canasta and Villa Sombrergf;tr}z
iempmcal cases on which we base our argument-—migrants arrive with a keen inter {t?
in S}?(?I‘t, a long history of active community organisation, a robust track record i
participatory democracy and a strong sense of responsibility to the collective go iin
These values and practices affect how they interact with the broader communigtvoir;
the.US, what they are exposed to and adopt there, and what they ultimately ¢ :
their communities in the Dominican Republic. repertio
Se-%cond, just as scholars differentiate between individual and collective economi
remlttances (Goldring 2004), we also find it useful to distinguish between individ li
and collective social remittances, i.e. between social remittances exchanged ugc!i
depIO}‘fed by individuals and those that circulate and are harnessed in C§Hectain
organisational settings. While individuals communicate ideas and practices to ea\:;;
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other in their roles as friends, family members or neighbours, they also communicate
in their capacity as members of a hometown association (HTA), political party or
church. These collective social remittances not only strongly affect what organisations
do but also how they do it. In particular, they affect ideas about organisational
management, capacity-building, what development and progress mean and how
communities know when they have achieved them.

Finally, we describe the potential for social remittance impact to scale up and scale
out: not only do social remittances affect local-level organisational culture and
practice, they can also influence regional and national changes. Social remittances
which affect politics can also ‘scale out’ to influence other domains of practice such as
religion and economics. Moreover, individual and collective social remittances also
strongly influence the way organised groups relate to state structures and foment

Revisiting Social Remittances

In a 1998 paper and subsequently in The Transnational Villagers (2001), Levitt coined
the term social remittances to call attention to the fact that, in addition to money,
migrants export ideas and behaviours back to their sending communities. She
observed four types of social remittance—norms, practices, identities and social
capital—that circulated between the Dominican Republic and Boston in the USA.
Social remittance exchanges occur when migrants return to live in or visit their
communities of origin, when non-migrants visit those in the receiving country, or
through the exchange of letters, videos, cassettes, e-mails, blog posts and telephone
calls. They are distinct from, but often reinforce and are reinforced by, other forms of
global cultural circulation.

While the idea of social remittances has gained some traction in the literature, it is
not without critics. They argue that the ‘social’ should also include the ‘cultural’ and
that social remittances do not just move in one direction. They also caution against
seeing social remittances as always positive. We agree. However, to study how social
remittances travel and to evaluate their impact, researchers have to look in one place
at one point in time. While this methodological imperative can unintentionally
suggest that ideas and practices travel only one way, they do, in fact, circulate
continuously. What migrants bring and continue to receive from their homelands
affects their experiences in the countries where they settle. This, in turn, affects what
they send back to non-migrants who either disregard or adopt these ideas and
behaviours, transforming them in the process, and eventually re-remitting them back
to migrants who adopt and transform them once again.

Understanding how social remittances travel requires a transnational optic
{Khagram and Levitt 2007). This does not mean that everything or everyone actively
crosses borders all the time. It simply means that the analysis needs to take into
account the possibility that migration takes place within a transnational social field.
Looking only at dynamics in the home or host country is necessarily incomplete,
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although t‘he extent to which migrants and non-migrants actually engage in -
border activities is an empirical question, - o
tiof;;g resilrch on {111g.rat10n artificially distinguishes between immigrant assimila-
and sociz rgoblhty in a host country and migrants’ continuing engagement and
mobility vis-a-vis their homelands (Bean and Stevens 2003; Kasinitz ef gl 2008). 1t
also focgses too much on the economic at the expense of the Socio-cu]tu;‘a] W’};e
f:ulture Is taken into consideration, it is usually with respect to the socio-c‘ult r11
impact of remittance flows. We learn little about what travels, how and why, or abumt
what 'determines the impact of these journeys. In the remainder of this sz.’ction ”
selectively summarise key findings about how culture affects the\ mi rati’owii
develc).pment nexus, paying particular attention to work on social remittanfes !
.Soc1a] relations clearly affect economic transfers (Cohen 2004; Portes ef al 2'002)
Mlgr.ants often send remittances as a form of social insurance (B;ycesor; and :Vuorelz;
2(’)()2). They choose strategically which connections to emphasise and which to let
sllc‘ie? based on what they anticipate their future needs will be. Kurien {2008) ob ed
strlk}ng dil.cferences in how remittances were used in the three Indian ViH(; Servﬁ
studied. Mlgrants from the Muslim village distributed their money to a lar e cgi:jlég i
E%rzzzmt}fﬂmembers, Hindus spent large sums on life-cycle 'rituals argld, in tI(l)e
P I; ;; ziicirir;i[ances supported family expenses, including saving money for
The l%on’s share of the research on migration and development focuses on ho
economic remittances affect social outcomes. That knowledge and skills are al o
.rransferred is implicit but not fully explored. Remittances generally inc ,
anGStl?flentS in human capital in countries of origin, particularly in Izealthreascei
education, although measuring their impact is difficult and context specific (d H?i .
2007; United Nations Development Programme 2009). preiide e
The‘ outcomes of these social and economic transfers are mixed. In her study of th
F}ehawoural changes underlying the relationship between remittances andy; .
infant mortality, Frank (2005) found that Mexican women with international mi ot
partners had significantly lower rates of smoking and higher levels of exer. *E;“gmn;
were more likf:ly* to gain enough weight during pregnancy thban their cou;tei,aZi‘lt(
wu‘..h part-ners in Mexico. However, they were also less likely to exclusivel breasif ;
theer bab'xes‘. Frank concludes that, while migration influences materrla] bihavi S
Mexmq, 1t 1s not always positive. Lindstrom and Muiioz-Franco (2005) fo gurh?n
r'ura] Guatemalan women with relatives living in urban areas or abroad w;fa rone
likely to know more about contraception than women without migrant relati m;’re
th’a.t 'the relationship was stronger for those with urban rather than internatio: €ls i o
i\:llfslxlzmg (;nc; 1:tufn migrants were also efficient dissemninators of informatioil :f{z
ence ' ; iti i
pmgramme&e aviour more strongly than traditional public education and media
. Mlgra‘tion and remittances also influence norms of marriage and fertility. Usi
time-series data, Fargues (2006) found that birth rates and migrant remitt;cezu?g
Morocco, Turkey and Egypt were strongly correlated, but in different ways, lerql
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Morocco and Turkey, birth rates went down with remittance increases because
migrants went to Europe, where they came into contact with European values about
smaller family size. In contrast, birth rates in Egypt rose because most migrants went
to the Gulf, where family values were more conservative (Social Science Research
Council 2009). Health effects are mediated by a range of factors. Donato’s recent
(2008) comparison of the health status of children in Mexican migrant, non-migrant
and returnee households found that girls who stayed in the US experienced greater
improvements in health than did boys, but the effect reversed if the children returned
to Mexico.

How immigration affects educational outcomes also varies. Remittances generate
more money for education (Durand ef al. 1996; Lépez-Cordova 2005) so that poor
families can keep their children in school longer. At the same time, children in areas
of high out-migration are more likely to migrate themselves (de Haas 2007; Massey
and Zenteno 1999) and to leave before completing school (Durand et al 2001).
Because most Mexican migrants to the US are employed in low-skilled jobs, more
schooling does not automatically translate into gains in the workforce, Kandel and
Kao (2001) found, in their study of children in Zacatecas, Mexico, that those living in
homes from which people have migrated are less likely to express a desire to go to
college than children in non-migrant homes. Furthermore, while, in the long run,
migration generates more income for education, in the short term it reduces
resources. Nobles (2008) found that Mexican families with emigrant fathers spent less
money on children’s education in the years right after migration although, eventually,
children in migrant communities performed equally well or better in school.

How migration affects gender and class stratification has also been a major focus of
research. According to de Haas (2007), because migration is itself selective,
remittances generally go to specific social groups within particular communities.
They challenge inequality by changing tastes, values and social norms but, again, the
outcomes are mixed. Migration may reinforce traditional gender norms (Donnan
and Werbner 1991; Gardner 1995) or improve education and autonomy for non-
migrant women {Banerjee and Jayachandran 2002; Osella and Osella 2000).
Dannecker (2005) found that Bangladeshi labour migrants introduced sexist images
and ideas but also strengthened women’s networks. Both Murphy (2008) and Taborga
(2008) argue that the benefits of migration-driven women’s empowerment are
contingent and often contradictory.

Studies of the political impacts of migration also produce a mixed profile.
Itzigsohn and Villacrés concluded that Dominican and Salvadoran migrants will
not deepen democracy or economic transformation. ‘Either because their interests
are focused on participating in the politics of the society of reception or because the
resources that they command make immigrants part of local elites, they are not the
force that would challenge the current system that perpetuates exclusion’ (2008: 683).
Context clearly matters, however. Commenting on the influence of non-resident
Indians over Indian economic policy, Kapur writes, *[t]he structural position and
social embeddedness of the Indian diaspora and returning migrants enhances the
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diffusion of ideas, and it ap

. pears likely that even mor i i
“soctal rermitia y e than financial remittances,

(or the flow of ideas) are plavi i i
o . lor ] playing an important role in reshapin
| I(l) ﬁlg Csse;:}(:nomlc policies’ {2004: 367). According to Kapur (2008), migrants res}!l)api
fhan s :}(l)ugll; three channels of departure, return and involvement from afar—
thwaftingg poﬁi' algar'lc‘e 'of power among different social groups, championing or
ICY imitiatives, and weakening or strengtheni litical instituti
Migration aho i 1¢ . strengthening political institutions.
politics by influencing cultural orj tations i
norms. Much work in this vein focuses i i led migeame. e
‘ $ ses on professional, high-skilled mi
are the ‘technopols’ studied b i o 1 e domoers
he y Dominguez (1997), who prom ted th i
transition in Latin America, and the ‘Ch; , e at the U
, ¢ ‘Chicago Boys) who studied ; Iniversi
Chicago and spearheaded neoli ism i , T 1995) Moty of
oliberalism in Chile (Barber 1995). Migrati
'cago ¢ . . : - Migration aff
pol}tlcal life by influencing cultural orientations and social norms. In hgis study ofet;t;

pn:ayles, depending on where the migrant had settled
ain, i i iti .
devjopnmg;i lgnpact is not always positive. Several studies find that migration affects
' ccause 1t gives rise to consumption-or i
bl e it g ption-oriented strategies of upward
pirations among youth (Charsley 2005 i
o . ' \ B Y 2005; Levitt 2001) Youn
f; Cﬁ Oeo Sw;rho can n_ugratﬁ, are less likely to invest in local institutions and more likelg
occupations that will help them succeed
! $ once they move. A,
is less labour and brain i i . t home and
power with which to build institut;
, : tions at home and
country’s human capital base ca j " A oo
n grow weaker (Kapur and McH,
counts n cap . : McHale 2005). A recent
y of how migration affects five major sending countries confirms the ambiguous

affecte :
affect Zde ievelopmcnt.. Nevertheless, the very success of migration hindered develop-
use non-migrants became convinced that migration involved few risks and

)

20é\/§1g;a{10n calnla;;o)strengthen religious identities (Ahmad 2005; Osella and Osella
; Rajagopa 7} or increase violence. Pakistanis : is - k
to Afghamam o b g . anis and Yemenis—-who migrated
s en returned--are said to bring b i i

o Ale . . ng back new ideas and skill

o 1grtegcfograge vzole.nce, while gang members of Central American origin—who ei
ported from the. United States—are also seen as importing a culture of violen ;

cngle l?ack to their countries of origin (Kapur 2008)

tmmfom al'l, argues de Ha'as (2007), migration and remittances seem to be

et 1;113&\;3 ra(tiher than disruptive, but it is quite difficult to disentangle their
' om broader social change processes. The i '

: ' . growing body of work i
remittance impact generally focuses on i Detuen
remit transfers of ideas and resour.

& ces
individuals and their tmpact on families and households. How social e

ce and

remittances are
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deployed collectively in organisational settings, and their impact on institution-
building and governance, are not well understood. Moreover, much of the research
on idea and skill transfers focuses on professional rather than labour migrants. It
considers countries of origin and settlement as isolated developments rather than as
two sites in an interconnected social field.

Methods and Context

This article is based on nearly 20 years of rescarch in a Dominican community
spanning Boston and the Dominican Republic that Levitt described in The
Transnational Villagers. She continues to do fieldwork with community members
in the US and her most recent visit to the Dominican Republic was in 2004. In
January 2009, Lamba-Nieves began working in the same community of Boca
Canasta’ and the neighbouring village of Villa Sombrero. He is also studying
Dominicans in New York as part of a larger project on migrant associations and
state—society relations. Lamba-Nieves conducted 30 semi-structured interviews with
residents of these two communities living in the US. Most of his respondents are past
and present members of the Movimiento para el Desarrolle de Boca Canasia
(Modebo) and the Sociedad Progresista de Villa Sombrero (Soprovis), the HTAs in
these two communities. He also interviewed city government officials, consular
representatives and other community leaders, and spent many hours at baseball
games, cominittee meetings and fundraising events. In June 2009, he spent four
weeks in Boca Canasta and Villa Sombrero, where he completed 20 semi-structured
interviews with community members, elected officials, political leaders and HTA
memmbers and directors. As in the US, he attended meetings, community events and
celebrations, where he could note the similarities, differences and continuous
interactions between community members at home and abroad.

Most of the HTA members interviewed are directly involved in the management of
the associations’ chapters and sit on the Board of Directors. Membership in both
groups is broadly defined, but also varies slightly by chapter. Generally, anyone who
makes a contribution or attends an activity is considered an HTA member, but only a
select group serves actively on the Board. These leaders, both male and female, are
well known and respected in the community and maintain active transnational ties.
They are also likely to be involved in more than one community organisation and to
have political contacts. HTA leaders in the US are almost exclusively first-generation
migrants with varying occupational profiles and migratory statuses.

Boca Canasta and Villa Sombero are neighbouring, semi-urban communities
located in the southern region of the Dominican Republic, in the Province of Peravia.
According to the 2002 Dominican Census of Population and Housing, the total
population of Boca Canasta was 3,020, while 6,251 resided in Villa Sombrero. Census
figures also indicated that over 35 per cent of the households in Boca Canasta had at
least one family member living abroad. The figure for Villa Sombrero is close to
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Social remi »
transnationziltstjz:li(eﬁsﬁar}i{Producec.i and consumed in a highly developed, fairly stable
cent of Dormines hoi .hAccordmg to the 2002 Dominican Census, nearly 10 per
American Devdopmems; (Iﬁ:is have members living abroad. According to the Inter-
residing outside tho ank, there were approximately 2 million Dominican adults
seaboard of the U t‘;}‘mtr Y In 2004'( H_)B 2004). While most settle along the Eastern
ltaly and German ,I 26(1;6 are also’ S}gnlﬁcant numbers living in Spain, Switzerland
totalled over 3 b_ﬁ’: n 2007, Dominican government tallies showed that remittanc ’

thion dollars—or 8.3 per cent of the country’s GDP—and were t;j

second-largest source of foreign i
n income i .
Dominicana 2008) g income after tourism (Banco Central de la Republica

>

including t ensi iti i
el nl;legzthe extelnsmn of dual Citizenship in 1994, Three years later, and after Leone]
lthona (Vivjs eectﬁd, t‘he right to vote was extended to Dominicans abroaed
Feméndez)hasi to t e high COst, 1t was not actually implemented unti] 2004)
of e e degn C%\l;l’[e responsive to the emigrant community (having spent mu h
0od in New York), proactivel ' iCi ;
‘ ‘ ; Y enacting policies and
— tork) ' programme
p.p‘ trar%snatlonal social ties and the involvement of migrant . o th'at
political affairs at home and abroad rent populations in
Recent efforts include i
the creation of ¢ Itati i
Abreag includ onsultative Councils for Dominj
, (CCDA) in cities around the world where there is a large presencgan;
o

discussions. 2
Dassions gf;ji:;;?:l:t al'so supportefl the creation of a National Council for
offcil g dl.sl road (known in Spanish as CONDEX) to serve as the
oo Octobej ;ggz between the Dominican state and the migrant
Rl pproved (e }has part of a constitutional overhaul, the National
o the oo o ¢ 'a: is hmem.i of seven legislative seats for representatives
Nevertheless, due to fundrilzllg z:m(s)t;?ilxlltls)e i‘?aed ?Very o e e
Dominican state has demonstrated its com,mit:feynto toti};llislic;f zizr;ni:ii Eilied' IThe
: policy-

making process but the impact . .
seen. pact of these policies, nationally and locally, remains to be

What Migrants Bring

To furt .
pracu_ce}sle;ifgiiiz télre1 conc‘:efl)t of social remittances, we trace how the ideas and
States and then remitt:i ‘glt kthem oe tra'n S‘formed as they are used in the United
principal reasons 1 ack to the ngtmcan Republic. We find that one of the

S migrants start or re-activate community development organisations
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in the US is because they bring a healthy dose of prior experience with community-
based projects with them and because they have been raised to feel a strong sense of
responsibility to their community. In other words, they come to the US with a culture
of participation and conscientiousness that it is natural for them to recreate after they
move, These experiences shape their encounters with other immigrant communities
as well as their interactions with the native-born. They also influence how and when
they come into contact with city and state government actors.

Both Soprovis and Modebo were founded in the Dominican Republic in the 1970s
to address local needs during a period of significant economic and political
instability, and quickly became important engines of development in both
communities. They supported health and vocational training at a time when the
country was recovering from the brutal Trujillo dictatorship but was still under the
thumb of Joaquin Balaguer’s only slightly less repressive regime. Because both
communities lacked many services, these groups took on the task of meeting basic
needs and of pressuring the Dominican state to take better care of its residents.

Throughout the 1970s and 1980s, international migration developed in full force

and large numbers of residents moved to New York and Boston. Many of the people
who migrated already had significant experience working in community organisa-
tions. In Boca Canasta, for example, La Asociacion de Agricultores Daniel Bdez (the
farmers’ organisation), the Liga Campesina (the baseball league), the Asociacion
de Padres y Amigos del Colegio (the parents and friends’ association that supported the
school), the Church Council and the youth clubs were long-standing features of the
community landscape. They provided safe spaces for non-partisan political engage-
ment and for claims-making. Interestingly, the same youth clubs organised by the
Balaguer regime to keep young people out of radical politics eventually became
politicised entities that denounced its repressive policies.

In Boca Canasta and Villa Sombrero, youth clubs and other civic associations built
parks and recreation centres and organised cultural programmes. These activities
strengthened social ties, instilled in participants a sense of commitment to the
community, and taught them leadership and management skills. When participants
migrated, they took these skills and experiences with them. They also took a tradition
of labour-sharing, a strong sense of gratitude toward their birthplace and its
residents, and the experience of living in communities with rich associational lives.

On more than one occasion, hometown leaders attributed the immigrant commu-

nity’s high level of mobilisation to its agricultural roots. In the past, residents

organised convites, or informal self-help networks to help with planting and
harvesting. Participants donated their labour in exchange for food and the promise
that they would get help when their crops were ready to harvest. Although convites
are no longer common, the logic of self-help, volunteering and collaboration is still
alive and well.

As a result, migrants already knew how to organise effective participatory
community organisations, valued strong social ties and were successful fundraisers
when they arrived. While, at first, support for community projects came from
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mdwx.duals a.cting on their own, by the early 1980s, transplanted leaders took steps to
Qrgams(? ?helr first community organisation chapters. Although they saw themselves
as qggs:—ln(‘iependent entities—with their own boards, by-laws and agendas -the
:admxmstratwe structures of these new groups mirrored those of groups workin
in ‘the.Dominican Republic with similar missions and goals.” That US leaderg
maintained close ties to leaders back home also contributed to their success Becaus:
the exchange rate in the early 1980s was so favourable, migrants raised a gre‘at deal of
money, .\»V(hlch fu.nded important social services and infrastructural improvements
Dormfncan migrants also bring a passion for partisan politics (Guarnizo et c'zZ
2003; Itzigsohn and Villacrés 2008; Portes et al. 2007). One respondent told us that he.
hafl }‘3een born with the PRD (Partido Revolucionario Dominicano one of th
principal political parties) in his genes. Another stated that the next car; aign begi .
the day after the last Presidential election. Politics is a way of life I?[hagt is ins
transplanted and ensures migrants’ continued involvement and contact with ea Sl(n)
other, . Because Dominicans enjoy the right to vote from abroad and make bci
financial contributions to political candidates, all major politic)a] parties havf
hea'dquarters in cities with large numbers of immigrants. Candidates often visit
ezngrlants to raise funds and garner support. Even candidates for mayor in Bani (the
f;a)é ecr Sosoefsi ht;) gc;(zlsﬁ(?anasta and Villa Sombrero) have visited Boston and met with
Migrants brought cultural as well as associational practices with them. Baseball
and al'v?rays has been, a major part of community life. Many migrants gre\;r up pla ils’
for their local team or supporting it in some way. This love of sport inspiredptie; I‘zg
start Fheir own summer baseball and softball leagues in Boston, which are similar 'r0
the Liga Campesing on the island, and which involve Dominicans from all parts of tho
cout}try. Men from Boca Canasta organised the Liga Dominicana in 1986 aﬁd the i \
]erwn Cabral in 1997.* The Liga Jervin Cabral has four teams, composed primaril lg‘;
migrants in their 30s and 40s. Its Board of Directors hosts fundraisin evzn?
throughout the season to cover expenses. Migrants from Villa Sombrero alscg> start ;
chapters of the Liga Soprovis in Boston and New York and have used sofiball a s
to strepgthen social ties abroad and keep their sporting traditions alive R
D1‘1r1ng the baseball and softball season, the community regularly .remakes the
phymca.l Space, not just to practise sports, but to recreate ,the colmadones, or bi
open-air b.odegas that Dominicans go to at the weekends to visit, drink I;eer angd’
emjoy music with friends. In the case of Boston’s Jervin Cabral Leag)ue for exampl
games take place on Saturdays at centrally located public fields. While téam memlf .
play, their families socialise with one another. People bring food and beer that ad j’is
consume out of public view. Games provide a welcome escape from the daily routilj] 'S
a chance to connect with friends and an opportunity to get out of the h(;use aft: :
r%xe 1?ng New England winter. Many community projects are also planned from thr
sidelines. The park is a re-staging ground for needed communal interactions fhat .
$0 common in the community of origin, e
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Baseball fields are also sites where members in the US and on the island hold a
kermesse, a day-long community festival organised to raise money for collective
projects. Planned weeks in advance, the kermesse is like a big street party where
people buy home-cooked food, listen to Dominican and Caribbean music, play
baseball, dominoes or bingo and meet old friends. While kermesses held in the
Dominican Republic and the US involve a similar set of activities, there are important
differences in how they are organised. Carlos Melo, a former president of Soprovis-
Boston, explained that a kermesse in Villa Sombrero usually took place on property
collectively owned by the community. They did not need permits to sell alcoholic
beverages or to play loud music. Because a kermesse organised in Boston takes place
on public property, and they have to worry about disturbing their neighbours,
organisers have learned to negotiate the bureaucracy required to organise a large
public event.

In sum, many people spend hours each week helping to keep these community
organisations and baseball leagues alive, Since members belong not only to Modebo
or Soprovis but to church groups, sports leagues and parent—teacher groups, they see
one another regularly. These encounters are not just occasions for exchanging news
but also for exchanging information and know-how.

Participating in baseball and softball leagues also brings migrants into contact with
other immigrants from the Caribbean and neighbouring communities in the
Dominican Republic. They negotiate with one another over the use of playing fields,
invite one another to their respective celebrations or come together to discuss matters
related to their home country. Because they come into contact with city officials when
they organise public fundraising events, migrants learn how to negotiate their way
through the city bureaucracy and to access its resources.

Dealing with permits, red tape and protocol, several leaders told us, is part of
learning the way the system works in the US, how things are kept in order—a sharp
contrast to the disorder and indifference that characterises most dealings with the
Dominican government. Over time, abiding by legal norms, demanding accountability,
and upholding contractual agreements has become part of their organisational routine
and is also part of what migrants remit back to the Dominican Republic.

Modebo leaders in Boston, for example, upon learning that the community had
agreed to pay for the day-to-day operating costs of a new government-funded
computer centre in Boca Canasta, demanded to see a copy of the official contract.
According to Danny Pefa, a long-time leader and current treasurer, Modebo
members reacted skeptically, arguing that if the state builds a school, it pays for the
cost of the Internet and other utilities, so why wouldn’t it pay for the operating costs
of the computer centre as well? They feared that the government was short-changing
the community. Other members expressed surprise that the community would accept
a deal that required Boston members to raise an additional $300 to $400 each month,
Although they eventually arrived at an acceptable solution, the Boston group decided

that all subsequent statutes and contracts would need prior approval. They wanted to
guarantee a level of internal accountability and transparency that would minimise
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future risks i
their ﬁnanczi?cliﬂilsilfifnt.hem from suspect government practices that might jeopardise
Migra . .

SpaceirAr;t é(;iﬁ;r;i;g exploz“t back le.ssons about managing public and community

residents were using theefp alned’. dl}mng @ recent visit home he learned that Haitian

from the local authoritiegﬁmgmt}x > .SOﬁbaH ﬁeld, to play soccer without permission

the Mayor that 4 les. Seeing th%s as potentially problematic, he suggested to
committee be organised to draw up a schedule and rules for using

the fi i
e L'elds. As a ‘past pres%dent of the Liga Jervin Cabral in Boston, Carlos had

regular ¢ ith w :
thiir ex (;Zatc-t with what they p creetve as a well-regulated system of rules and norms
presidenli faslons of public officials and offices have changed. As Elvin Soto vice’
Ot Soprovis-Boston, explained, ‘On ' : o
> s e establishes more o
that [level of] order, because one lives in that order’ rder one demands

Social i : :
smittances do not just travel through interpersonal contacts. Technology
Resident . .
S (s fro}rln Boca Canasta and Villa Sombrero can tune into 4 local television
Aqui y A?Zcrét (Igugh the Internet) (o wach Uniendo Fronteras (Uniting Borders) and
migras in)B {ere and There)ﬁt'tvo weekly television programmes produced b
e Destop ‘tO showcase their activities to people back home. Producers al ,
e o the ;:.mmnczm Republic to capture the sights and sounds of the hometo SO
unity, wn
ctation orzfia‘ihm}; they be?deaSt every Sunday on the local Spanish-language cable
¢ Internet. These two programme i
. s allow migy
to simult : ) grants and non
place. It zineo?lsly keep lnformeFi of social and cultural activities wherever they take
- It also allows them to actively witness the transformation of their comm

b ) .
ack home and the growth of the Immigrant community in Boston iy

transmi i :
authorilttie:e;;vh ;dzf:: a?:)d fftkllls, den'ounce politicians and make claims of local
have been 7u5ing o ;)t often watching. Recently, bath migrants and non-migrants
publics, Tog epr er?ft to broadcast news and other information to larger
forums where peo I:SMVI asombrero.com and bocacanasta.com—have become

their opinions ab ple post phOtOgraphs and videos and write messages, includin
Migrims gi a c;ut political and social developments in the US and back home :
of political andn?: iv;cz si?asta and Villa Sombrero, therefore, bring strong traditions
communities when they o (;Smt an}cli a Tde'ep sense of continued responsibility to their
social and spatial ¥ move to the US. They adopt these so that they work within the
patial constraints of the US. In the process, they come into contact with
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other ethnic and native-born neighbours and with the municipal government. These
experiences, along with what they observe and incorporate from their everyday lives,
strongly influence the skills and knowledge they send back to the island as individuals
and as a group. Non-migrants learn easily of these developments, through their
interactions with individuals and through mediated channels that bring new ideas and
practices into their living rooms, recreational spaces and community centres.

Collective Social Remittances

While most studies of social remittances focus on the ideas and practices that
individual migrants export to their relatives and friends, our fieldwork reveals how
these socio-cultural exchanges affect organisational life and community development
more broadly. Goldring (2004) disaggregated three types of economic remittances,
including family, collective or community-based, and investment remittances. The
term ‘collective remittances’ (remesas colectivas) describes monies raised by a group
that are used to benefit that group and are, therefore, distinct from family or worker
remittances. Here, we build on this notion and suggest the idea of collective social
remittances, that are exchanged by individuals in their role as organisational
members and are used in organisational settings such as hometown associations,
church groups or political parties. Modebo’s demands for clear and fair contracts and
for clearer regulation of facility use are two examples of collective social remittances
which we expand upon in this section.

Most of the people we interviewed in the Dominican Republic and the United
States agree that the opportunity to travel and live abroad transforms migrants’
general attitude and ‘vision’ in several ways. One theme raised repeatedly was what
people referred to as ‘outlook’. They felt that the spaces within which people imagined
themselves and their aspirations for those spaces had radically changed. What they
wanted for themselves as a community, and how it was achieved, shifted dramatically.

According to Samuel Sanchez, a 42-year-old man who migrated from Boca Canasta
to Boston in 1989, ‘people who have been here [in the US| do not have the same
mentality. One learns many things here... we sce the world differently, there is a
different culture’ When asked to be more specific, Samuel said that, unlike his father,
he regularly attends parent—teacher meetings at his child’s school. Since migrating, he
has also learned to wait his turn at public offices and to obey stricter supervisors and
rules at work. While it took him time to adapt, he now considers many of these
differences positive. The fact that people are accountable for their actions in the US is
something he likes and would like to see more of in the Dominican Republic.

This different ‘vision’ our respondents alluded to also shapes collective life and is
reflected in the projects proposed by migrant HTA members. A sports complex—which
includes a softball and Little League field, clubhouse, pool and basketball court—that
Soprovis is building is one example. Carlos Melo explained what drew them to the project:
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We saw that w

weror't place. ?nhitgené); done much to promote sports activities, and that there

families. .. when we tr f‘ﬁ”;umty where we could spend lejsure time with our
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g notions of the meaning of development

. The sport . . .
the HTA ¥ Ports complex is the biggest
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pesos

{approximat 1

ofPS I; provij iiyxiﬁOO,VOOO). According to 49-year-old Luis Baez, the current president

develond tla Sombrero who has never been to Boston, ‘Because they are i §
ped country, they are Iooking at other types of constructions andy edfﬁ:::sa

other sports
nity. I]; vompleses, and they want to bring those ideas to thej
Y.... Boston has always thought big’ He reporte o commu-

They have a futuristic idea, with a vision tha

ha\re to start Ul“lkl]l ab()ui th s€ ﬂllll S. OV
w g O g N NV wWe see it as dl”icult I)ut we ha“e to
start Some he[e, thsn i gtts caster. . .. clause tl}i} re m tlg county €s, th&} &

g
g. M y O T are that View hecause one thu lks
feac hl]l IIWS“> tlllllk I}l an tll]les we d 1o Sh h > h

t I said: “That’s not for now’, but we

Soprovis’ N
criticgl Ca; Ne;:; York chépter also sent a fully equipped ambulance to transport
bauents to the nearby hospital in Bani. Because they have If)e
en

})
can aif()]d t() Pay, VV][[( ll Su])Sld]SES ﬂle ser

o off-limits on the island, current president
Committen momee 200 - , ! ¢y need to be taken on directly and opernly.
1stributed condoms and informational literature during

th rec p tI’On sat g Ir- a[ld l)( d(:ga—(ﬂ ners C()lld()lns t
e ent a aint I 1vit ; th y even ave ba

The acquisition of skills and know-
When founder and former Pres

) ident of § is- , .
getting ready to retire and spen oprovis-New York, Bolivar Dumé,

d extended periods in Villa Sombrero, i

he joined a
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group of local investors and purchased land in the town’s centre to build a gated
community. He wants to build a housing project according to strict rules and
building codes so it does not become a ‘slum’ The sales contract, which applies
equally to all buyers, clearly states that there will be no mixed-use commercial
properties, that houses can be no more than two stories high, and that they can
only be constructed from certain materials. He knows that contracts in the US
include riders that specify certain conditions. He hopes that future projects, in and
outside the community, will also be built to code. Sombrero’s rapid growth needs to
be orderly and purposeful so that important projects—Ilike building roads—are not
afterthoughts. Sombrero must live up to its reputation as a modern town and ‘think
about tomorrow’.

Finally, collective social remittances also transformed community institutions like
the town’s youth baseball leagues. Rafael Tejeda, a former member of Modebo who
worked actively to construct Boca Canasta’s baseball field, remembers the patched
baseballs, shoddy equipment and disorganisation of the league during his youth.
Coaching a Little League team in Boston was different. He received a roster of team
members, a bag full of playing and safety equipment, and uniforms for the players.
These experiences inspired him to raise funds to get better equipment for the leagues
in Boca Canasta. When the leagues on the island subsequently reorganised, his
brother, who had also been involved in Boston but had since returned home, helped
to fundraise by sending letters to prospective donors, another practice picked up in

Boston.

When my brother went back everything changed. The league used to play in Bani
against teams from the nearby towns. But when he arrived, he began to take the
kids to play in the capital and to other towns. He began to send the letters, they
received donations from [local] people and they would purchase the necessary

equipment.

His brother, he says, basically replicated the strategies he had seen in Boston with a
significant positive impact because almost all the young men in the community who
are 25 years or younger participate.

Having ‘big ideas’, however, can cut both ways. Sometimes social remittances get
translated into costly infrastructure projects that, as Don Luis hints, non-migrants do
not agree with. Non-migrants want to meet basic needs first, like schools, housing
and health care, and then support culture and recreation. They want to renovate the
community centre so they can hold computer classes and have an office for the Civil
Defence and the community-run water company. While Bolivar Dumé may build
stronger, safer buildings, his gated community will undoubtedly increase the social
distance between families who have {and can afford to purchase one of his homes)
and those who have not.

Nor are migrants uncritical, starry-eyed novices. They readily acknowledge that
there is widespread racism and discrimination in the US and that not everything
works as it should. In fact, the US is far from perfect—witness Hurricane Katrina and
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nearby state, leaders began figuring out how to ship it to the Dominican Republic.
They needed lots of money for fees and taxes, since the vehicle was registered under
an individual’s name and was, therefore, not tax-exempt {Soprovis’ vehicle was
registered as a municipal government vehicle so they did not face this problem).
Modebo’s leaders feared that if they entered into a similar agreement with a politician
or a government leader, they would risk losing control of the vehicle.

Once the vehicle arrived, leaders needed to work out how it would be taken care of.
Who would drive the passengers? Where would it be stationed? Who would pay for
the maintenance and insurance? Leaders in Boston had not anticipated these issues
and were frustrated by what they perceived as island-based leaders’ unwillingness to
commit. Finally, Carlos Melo, who headed the Soprovis’ Boston chapter when the
ambulance was purchased, was called in. He explained the legal and administrative
requirements and helped Modebo members to see how they needed to adjust
Soprovis’ strategy to the Boca Canasta reality. They formed a trust or special
committee to draft a series of regulations to govern vehicle use that they modelled
after their neighbours’ but also customised to meet their particular needs.

Another interesting example of scaling out involves Soprovis’ attempt to increase
accountability and transparency in the management of the town’s patron saint
festivities. Usually organised and administered by a special committee, patron saint
festivities are an important community activity that generates substantial economic
activity and revenue for the community. According to Soprovis’ leaders, in recent
years—and before 2008—the festivities were run by a group of residents who were

suspected of cheating because so little money was generated. In 2008, Soprovis took
over and established a series of administrative practices that stressed transparency and
increased accountability. They established stricter reporting guidelines and other
measures—Ilike requiring each kiosk to submit sales figures. The net revenues that
year were well over 200,000 pesos (over $5,000). They also produced a detailed
financial report for community members. The following year, a financial report was
posted on the Internet. According to Carlos Melo, these measures were instituted in
Villa Sombrero because they grew accustomed to reporting financial matters to
members in the US who wanted to know how their money was being used.
Demands for greater transparency and accountability also scale out into the private
sector. According to Ismael Diaz Melo, people who have lived abroad or who work
closely with migrants make firmer commitments regarding time and money. They
demand project contracts and schedules and expect them to be honoured. But, he
says, these practices carry both benefits and risks. They formalise business
transactions but suggest to participants that, if no signed paper exists, then no one
is responsible. Likewise, when migrants wanted to invest in Bolivar Dumé’s gated
community project and asked a local lawyer to serve as their proxy, hometown
investors interpreted their request as a lack of trust. Their reticence led those from

Boston to pull out of the project.

Social remittances also scale up to other levels of organisation and governance.

When Levitt did her fieldwork in the 1990s, for example, many of the people she
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:ﬁljtef };(:r ;hi ansoi gsnmde; the state responsible for providing basic services. They said
o the : muc poverjcy for .the government to also build roads.. Now,
s see these activities and institutional frameworks as part and parcel of what
consﬁltlétes good governance. The more people adopt this stance, and the more
Spcjf e errtland i}ntracts and their compliance, the more these social remittances will
up to other levels of governance. Similarly, the more people demand
accounta?nhty and transparency in community projects, the more likely th
demand it of political parties and business as well. P
A .fun.eral home renovation project is another example of scaling up. When Soprovi
rebuilt its funeral home, it did so in partnership with Procomunidad, a nzft)ionli
government programme that supports community projects. The governm;nt fina Z
75 per cent of the project and Soprovis raised the rest from migrant contrib t'nCe
Ilie;;zu}se{)t}he (\);glanisation had a financial stake in the project, they requestelji I?}I::t
€l haz Melo, a native and well-known archit ’ i
charge, When the project stalled because funds wezc;e?gi;l eg;l;};:;;rzz Ri;i*?; ’ }]1n
community used its contacts in the national government to restért it Tl:1 : ?u} t ?
home- was rebuilt in record time and within budget. As Modebo and f;o re s gai
experience developing projects and become more skilled at dealing withp ((:1\35 s
;11112 governtmcint age;cies, these types of venture are becoming increasinglyiomﬁiﬁs
- eXpectation of public—private partnerships brol i i '
nationally. Residents, who are empow\i‘ed to act?vely e(ﬁ(ge:;j i]ioffilzly ulbsh'c:recfhcar’ed
deman'd greater accountability from national as well as local govermrfent a er? I'nam’
Scah.ng up also occurs when organisations are able to make their demandfh vae;'
the national level and eventually wrest contro| of important community servi CarF ,
years, Soprovis lobbied the central government and INAPA (the NZti “Ic 8&? o
Supply and Sewage Institute) to solve the growing water problem in ViHaO;1 , b cro,
After count.less efforts, the agency responded favourably, even going a steong rflfqm.
and delegating to the community the power to run the water system gThis n}: s
fart of a government initiative, in conjunction with the United St;ites Age(;l\;;vgsj
I;l(zzxil;tézzall{ e[)lc;\bfz;l()pm;‘n(t1 ( USAIQ), t<') .e?;pz’md potable water provision in the
ican K public Aan evelop pilot ‘lnl.tlathQS where communities participated
: y 1}111 the management of the water infrastructure, Soprovis” willingness to fully
tonzlncc t e syste.:m from the ou.tset (with the help of stateside chapters), their ability
convince residents that paying the water fees would ensure better services, and
the}r political savvy and previous successes in partnering with state entiti wer
major factors behind the government’s decision to build the system and cedelii;n‘:erle
Since 1997 an elected community board runs the service. Their success serves .
model that the state has tried to replicate in other parts of the country. e

Conclusion

Findi i i
o r;gs from our ongoing fieldwork refine the idea of social remittances in several
N ) e - .
¥S. Iirst, we stress how migrants’ prior experiences and the ideas and practices they
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bring with them influence the types of remittance they send back. Social remittances
are clearly cultural and social and they circulate, continuously and iteratively, rather
than travel one-way. Second, we explore the collective nature of social remittances,
including how they are exchanged within organisational contexts and how they
transform organisational practice. Finally, we show how social remittances scale up to
regional and national organisations and scale out to other domains of practice.

We stress the positive and negative effects of social remittances on home
communities. Many people fear that the flow of ideas from America devalues family
and deifies consumerism. In small villages throughout the Dominican Republic, a
generation is being raised on remittances. These young people dream of making a
home in the US rather than in their communities of origin. Instead of going to school
or trying to find a job, they spend their days waiting for their monthly cheque or for
the magic day when their visa finally arrives. It is not worth it to them to work in a
factory or on a farm (if such work is available) because their parents send money
anyway. Not only do their skills and discipline waste away while they wait to leave,
but the economic base of their community continues to deteriorate. Constructing
gated communities, while seen as an attempt to achieve more orderly, planned
development, exacerbates the class stratification that has already worsened because of
migration. Migrants and non-migrants also worry about deportees who committed
crimes in the US and get into similar trouble when they return. Residents blamed
them for introducing ‘bad habits’ and increasing crime and insecurity. They felt they
set a bad example for local youth and compromised immigrants’ reputation abroad.
They also held them responsible for introducing new criminal technologies and
contacts with international crime syndicates.

Thinking big is also not enough to make dreams a reality. Ideas have to be realised
and sustained-—the biggest challenge facing HTAs. Development is not just about
delivering an ambulance or building a park. These projects require upkeep and
maintenance. They require moving from isolated, discrete projects to ongoing,
integrated long-term development plans.

There is a clear divide between scholars who are concerned with what happens to
immigrants ornce they arrive in a new place and those concerned with what happens
in the places where they come from. This is a false dichotomy. These processes were
never disconnected and they are certainly not today. Continuing to speak about them
and organise research around them separately is counterproductive. It reifies an
artificial separation that does not reflect migrants’ lives nor allow us to respond
creatively to the challenges they face.

Wherever you fall on the migration~development debate, it is important to factor
social remittances into the equation. They are a potential resource and a potential
constraint. To help policy-makers, researchers need to uncover what determines how
ideas and values travel and under what circumstances ‘idea change’ contributes to
‘behavioural change’. Finally, two questions remain to be answered. When does local-
level change in something like gender relations, for example, scale up to produce
broader shifts in reproductive behaviour and labour market participation? Under
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what circumstances can local-level democratic capacity-building scale up to produce
stronger provincial and national governance?

Notes

{1} Levitt used the pseudonym ‘Miraflores’ but community members have i
~ bermission to use the real name. e
{21 Many of the people we interviewed in the US and the Dominican Republic felt that these
number§ were very low. Because population size is used to determine budgetar
appropriations, residents believe that the national government deflates these figures togthei};
advantage. Regarding the migration figures, past and current residents of Boca Cana;ta claim
that almost every home in their community has someone living abroad. Residents of Villa
Sombrero also claim that the number of people who have migrated abr(;ad from thei
community is higher than that officially indicated. o
[3] In t.hc early stages, US chapters defined their role as financial backers and supporters of
projects developed by leaders back home. They saw themselves as supportinppwhat Vi
projects the local committee selected, since its members understood the cemmufiw’s nr:egr
better and cpntinued to struggled with its daily challenges. But, as the US-based groﬁ 3 re\j
more experienced at fundraising and organising, they began to propose their own grogiects
fmd programmes. Most of the time, leaders on the island went along with their suggestions
in pfart, because they feared that disagreements would lead to a decline in ﬁnancialgfu ort)
At .t1§11‘e3, however, tensions arose over goals and strategies. Today, US chapters still ‘;upp ort.
activities and efforts outlined by the home community but also craft their own \rop’ Sc:t
glthough t};]ese are often developed in conjunction with members back home. In thf ca)se (fi)r
b(e)g;zv;)s;oi ; d?;l—geit;ivgfd?ne chapter will often seek support from other chapter leaders
(4] i(t)nree oéitr};: fIZZ:lders O.f both softbal} leagues e.gplained that they chose to play softball because
q ‘ practice and physical condition and has a slower rthythm than baseball
Because migrants have to spend so much time at work, players do not have time to mee£

regularly to practise and train. They also saw softball as i i
plavers ol oo o oo a more relaxed game in which older
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Ethnic and Republic Identificatio_n in
the Russian Federation and Ukraine: A
Social Dominance Perspective

Fenella Fleischmann, Maykel Verkuyten and
Edwin Poppe

Using representative survey data of 5,466 ‘titular’ (i.e. nam.ed after the st‘ateshO.r rzpilblzc;
of residence) and Russian respondents, this study examines the relat.zons zg Rewee

ethnic and republic identification in 28 cities in five au?onomozfs republics of the usszfzz
Federation, in Ukraine and in the Ukrainian Republic of Crimea. In accordance wztl

Social Dominance Theory, ethnic and republic identification turnee? out to be positively
and more strongly correlated among dominant than among subordinate groups. lG;oupl-
size ratio was not found to affect identification patterns. At the cont'extu.a evel,
perceived cultural threat and the endorsement of multicu%tuml.zsm c.md minority rights
moderated the association between ethnic and republic zde.ntzﬁc.atzon of both groups.t
Intergroup differences in identification patterns were smaller in cz.tzes where both slupp(l)r
for multiculturalism and the perception of cultural threat were ﬁlgher. These resu t.s a ;lo
shed light on the developing relationships between Russian and titular populations in the

former Soviet Union.

Keywords: Russian Federation; Ukraine; Social Dominance Theory; Ethnic Identifica-
tion; Republic Identification; Context Effects

Introduction

Since the downfall of the Soviet Union, intergroup relations within its successor states
have been a topic of interest for many researchers (e.g. Brubaker 1996; Qodagnone
and Filippov 2000; Laitin 1998; Stepanov 2000; Tishkov 1997). In particular, the
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