
How do researchers define support for the EU? 
Prepare this little exercise for our week-3 class meeting. 
 
Instructions for reading the following eight articles: Do not read them in full, only focus on 
sections where authors define how they conceptualize and operationalize support for the 
European Union. Make sure you take notes on these various conceptual and operational 
definitions. Make sure that you pay attention to survey question wording that the authors use. 
Just to make sure that everyone knows what is meant by a "conceptual definition" and an 
"operational definition". 
Conceptual definition is "how the author defines a concept". For example, one author says that 
in her article political support is defined as "support for the political institutions". Another author 
says that in his work political support is defined as "support for the continuation of the political 
regime". 
Operational definition is how exactly the author measures the concept (the concept defined by 
the conceptual definition). For example, our first author (who conceptually defines political 
support as support for institutions) operationally defines this concept as "trust in the national 
parliament" (but she could also have chosen "trust in the national government" or "trust in the 
supreme court" or some kind of combination of these trust-related survey questions. Operational 
definition always directly describes how the concept is measured and in survey research (which is 
what we are dealing with in this class), operational definition will mention the exact survey 
question that was used (the question can be in the text or in a footnote or in the appendix). 
 
Only do this exercise for two of the following articles. The two articles were assigned to you in 
class. 
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