/UR 393k:
Fffects of Mass Media

Kirby, “The Digimodernist Text” & “Digimodernism and Web 2.0”
Wessels, “Exclusion, Inclusion and the Internet” & “Culture, Everyday Life and the Internet”

Outline:;

|. reception theory
2. digimodernism vs. postmodernism
3. FIVE characteristics of new media



Reception Theory

® specific to
communication/
media studies

® adds CONTEXT to the
investigation of meaning:
the site where reader/text
Interactions occur




Reception Theory

® we can no longer
separate interpersonal
and mediated
communication




final caution

David Morley:

we must keep in mind the distinction
between having power over an individual
text (as an active reader) and power over
the agenda in which the text is produced
and presented



David Morley:

“The power of individuals to reinterpret
meanings is hardly equivalent to the discursive
power of centralized media institutions to
construct the texts that the viewer then

interprets, and to imagine otherwise is simply
foolish” (“Active Audience Theory,” 1993, p. |6).



to what extent does new media alter the power dynamic
between media producers and consumers (between “writers”
and “readers”)?



Lawrence Lessig on Read/WVrite vs. Read Only Culture

Larry Lessig: Laws that choke creativity

B eo https://www.youtube.com/
- oz 385,711 watch?v=7Q25-S7jzgs

\_!_/ v -:-—- . a soe M ’ . Al



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Q25-S7jzgs

digimodernism

“Since its first appearance in the second half
of the 1990s under the impetus of new
technologies, digimodernism has decisively
displaced postmodernism to establish itself
as the 21Ist century’s new cultural paradigm’

(Kirby, p. I)

’



® digital modernism

® pun: where digital technology meets
textuality and text is (re)formulated by the
fingers and thumbs (the digits) in the act of
textual elaboration




digimodernism

“a dominant cultural logic or hegemonic
norm” (F Jameson)

not a blanket description of all contemporary
cultural production, but “the force field in which
very different kinds of cultural impulses ... must
make their way”’ (Jameson, quoted in Kirby, p. 1-2).



digimodernism

® successor to and reaction against postmodernism



“the arguable death of
postmodernism’

® postmodernism “born” in the 1950s

® |yotard: Auschwitz was “the crime opening
postmodernity”




Enlightenment Precepts

1. Thereisa stable, coher ent, knowable self. This seif is conscious, rational, autonomous, and universal —no physical
conditions or differences substantially affect how this self operates.

2. This self knows itself and the world through I€4S011, OI I' ationality, posited as the highest form of mental functioning, and the
only objective form.

3. The mode of knowing produced by the objective rational self is "science," which can provide universal truths about the world,
regardless of the individual status of the knower.

4. The knowledge produced by science is "tl'llth," and 1S eternal.

5. The knowledge/truth produced by science (by the rational objective knowing self) will always lead toward DTOZICSS and

perfection. All human institutions and practices can be analyzed by science (reason/objectivity) and improved.

6. Reason is the ultimate judge of what is true, and therefore of what is right, and what is good (what is legal and what is ethical). Freedom
consists of Obedience to the 1aws that conform to the knowledge discovered by reason.

7.1In a world governed by reason, the true will always be the same as the good and the right (and the beautiful); there can be 1O
conflict between what is true and what is right (etc.).

8. Science thus stands as the paradigm for any and all socially useful forms of knowledge. Science 1S neutral and Ob_] CCtiVC;

scientists, those who produce scientific knowledge through their unbiased rational capacities, must be free to follow the laws of reason, and
not be motivated by other concerns (such as money or power).

9. Language, or the mode of expression used in producing and disseminating knowledge, must be rational also. To be rational,

language must be transpar €Nt; it must function only to represent the real/perceivable world which the rational mind observes.

There must be a firm and objective connection between the objects of perception and the words used to name them (between signifier and
signified).

http://www.cla.purdue.edu/english/theory/postmodernism/modules/introduction.html



http://www.cla.purdue.edu/english/theory/postmodernism/modules/introduction.html

Characteristics of Postmodernism

® no absolute truth
® questioning of grand narratives

® visuality and simulacrum vs. linearity and
temporality

® |ate capitalism
® irony and parody

® pastiche and bricolage



Stroll alongside Frank Gehry's postmodern architectural icon, the , a seemingly
nonsensical building whose interor is perfectly designed to amplify the acoustics of the Los Angeles
Philharmonic.

Photo taken by Get Paid to Partier Amanda Olivetti

http://www.partyearth.com/articles/architecture-6/

L8 m:_.t V‘)\

The Sony Building (formerly AT&T building) in New York City, 1984, by Philip Johnson, illustrating a "Postmodern" spin with the inclusion of a classical broken pediment on the top which
diverged from the boxy functional office towers common in Modern Architecture. http://en.wikipedia org /wiki/Postmodern architecture



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sony_Building_%28New_York%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philip_Johnson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pediment
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modern_Architecture
http://www.partyearth.com/articles/architecture-6/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postmodern_architecture
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GOSBLR

Everything Gosling, all on one Tumblr | Curated by Jordan Valinsky for www. dailydot.com

Hey Girl,

I know that art
and beauty has
no meaning
outside of our
subjective

POSTMODERN RYAN GOSLING interpretation,

Go ahead and try to deconstruct our love, Ryan. Bet you can't. but I still think

you're pretty.

http://gosblr.tumblr.com/post/
15932935404/postmodern-ryan-
gosling



http://gosblr.tumblr.com/post/15932935404/postmodern-ryan-gosling

celebrity gossip, academic style

Home | Categories

Find Something

You are here: Home » Recent Posts » The Ryan Gosling Meme Has Jumped the Shark

anne helen petersen

sted 12/14/11 | Recent Posts, Star reception, Uncategorized 15 Respons

'Igl 1l(lyan Gosling Meme Has ]umped the
ar

Three things happened in Ryan Gosling meta-commentary news

this week:
% [oiee]
I.) The Ryan Gosling Tumblr-sphere expanded to include
‘Biostatistics Ryan Gosling.” Add it to the pre-existing blogroll of “Medieval a8 The hegemonic
History Ryan Gosling,” “Public History Ryan Gosling,” “Feminist Ryan Gosling, relationship
between the state
and the prison

, industrial complex
3.) Well-known media theorist Nancy Baym tweeted “What's up with this Ryan ' ! cannot hold if we
Gosling tumblr meme thing? plan to develop as
4.) My friend Rebecca, pop culture enthusiast and American Studies dissertator, - a l’laIlOD but I'll
posited “Don’t you think this whole thing has jumped the shark? You need to . . always hold you.

write about it quick.”

and dozens more discipline-specific Gozes to which 1 have not even been made

dwadare.

2.) Inside Higher Ed published a (brief) thinkpiece on the phenomenon.

| have to agree. Biostatistics Ryan Gosling is Jumping the Ryan Gosling Tumblr
Shark. Not because | don't like Biology, but because it lacks the very thing that
made the original Ryan Gosling Tumblr (Hey Girl) work so well: you could
actually imagine Ryan Gosling saying the very phrases that adoring bloggers

were photoshopping into his mouth.

To be more precise: The reason “Hey Girl” works is because Ryan Gosling’s htt » ://WWW.an nehelen Dete rsen/? D=

image supports it. You can imagine The Goz saying things like....


http://www.annehelenpetersen/?p=2847

Hey girl,

Gender is a social construct
but everyone likes to Self-awareness leads to
cuddle. _ the dissolution of

objective perspectives,

but right now, I'm only

aware of how you can

deconstruct my very soul.




“the arguable death of
postmodernism’

® contemporary theory (including
postmodernism) believes in the local, the
pragmatic, the particular. ..

® ..."but we live in a world where the political
right acts globally and the postmodern left thinks
locally” (Terry Eagleton, quoted in Kirby, p. 31)



digimodernism and
postmodernism

® some of digimodernism’s key traits (e.g.
earnestness) serve as a repudiation of typical
postmodern characteristics



Hey girl. Censorship can ruin a magic moment.

!
'..
|

Please, call and write your representative.






new media

® convergence of two separate historical
trajectories (both initiated in the 1830s)



|. Charles Babbage

® first automatic computing engines
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A. difference engine u
B. analytical engine : ‘-i

T
I 792 I 87 I “ANOTHER AGE MUST BE THE JUDGE"

- Chacles Babbage 1837
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2. Daguerre’s daguerreotype

® silver iodide + mercury on copper plates

® single image, not reproducible
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Daguerreotype, Prague Castle



new media

2 histories intersect in the mid-20th c.
® modern digital computer

® modern media technologies that allow
for storage of still & moving images,
sounds, and texts using different
material forms (photographic plates,
film stocks, gramophones, etc.)



internet (Castells)

® born of unlikely intersection of
® major research institutions (big science)
® military research

® ideology: uncompromising defense of
individual freedom



architecture of
openness

® self-evolving
development of
technology

® users are key
producers




new media

® “new’ # “recent”’

® origins of computer date back to 1830s
(Charles Babbage began designing “the
Analytical Engine” in 1833)

® first Internet demonstration: 1972



new media

“new’”’ # “new use’”’

popular definition: use of a computer for
distribution and exhibition rather than production

problem with this definition: blurring of “old” and
“new’” media content



new media

“new’” # “revolutionary”

printing press affected one STAGE of cultural
communication (distribution)

photography affected one TYPE of cultural
communication (still images)



new media

® “new’ = scope of change

® computer media affect all STAGES of
communication (acquisition, manipulation, storage,
and distribution)

® computer media affect all TYPES of cultural
communication (still images, moving images, sound
& spatial constructions)



“Computerization has
changed and will change the
text violently and forever,
altering its production,
consumption, form, content,
economics, and value”

Mona Lisa
If She Was On Facebook
Funnu-Pictures-Blog.com © BNPS.CO.UK



5 principles of new media

(key differences between old and new media)

® | ev Manovich

® not absolute laws, but general tendencies of
a culture undergoing computerization



principles of new media

ONE: numerical representation

® all new media objects are composed of
digital code



digital code
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® a new media object can be described formally

® a new media object is subject to algorithmic
manipulation



numerical representation

® process of conversion of various forms of
old media/analog media = digitization

® sampling

® quantification



From Computer Desktop Encyclopedia
@ 19928 The Computer Language Co. Inc.

AN ' .
| analog in

¢ 010110

"

Sample
size
8 bits

4 10110101

Sampling rate

65,535

Sample
size
16 bits

digital sampling

Sampling rate

Sampling Sound

The faster the sampling rate and the larger the sample size, the
more accurately sound can be digitized. An 8-bit sample breaks

the sound wave into 255 increments compared with 65,535 for a
16-bit sample.







Roy Lichtenstein:
1923-1997



principles of new media

® TWO: modularity

® the “fractal structure of new media”

® media elements re-assembled/remixed,
but each retains its separate identity






The last three principles are dependent on these first two.



principles of new media

THREE: automation

® numerical coding and the modular
structure of a media object allow for the
automation of many operations involved
in media creation, manipulation, and
access.

® human intentionality can be removed
from the creative process, at least in part.






maps
mhd praha
mbank
makro

ma

maps

mango

mango - Clothing
mango - Airline
makro

mail

mas

masterchef ¢esko
maserati

massage envy
masters

Press Ents

Google Search I'm Feeling Lucky

Google.cz offered in: Cesdtina

masa / ! 1 masar

maserati
masaru emoto
masa maserati ghibli
masala masaryk
masala padam masaryk — Tomas Garrigue Masaryk, Politician
masaryk — Avenida Presidente Masaryk, Thoroughfare in
Mexico City, Mexico
masaryk - Jan Masaryk, Diplomat

masaan

masary|

masaryk university

masaryk

masaryk — Tomas Garrigue Masaryk, Politician

masaryk — Avenida Presidente Masaryk, Thoroughfare in
Mexico City, Mexico

masaryk — Jan Masaryk, Diplomat

masarykova univerzita

masaryktown

Masaryk University

https://www.muni.cz/ v

Official web site of the university. General information, organizational structure,
management, students, research and development.




Google Search I'm Feeling Lucky

Google.cz offered in: Cestina

t

translate

tesco
twitter e | tay
the guardian taylor swift
Press Enter to search. taylor swift songs
taylor lautner
e ta taylor swift wildest dreams
target Press Enter to search.

taylor swift
taco bell
taco bell menu

Press Enter to search.




principles of new media

FOUR: variability

® a new media object is not something
fixed once and for all, but something
that can exist in different, potentially
infinite versions

® not identical copies, but different
versions of the same media object



forms of variability

U.S. edition ~ Modermn ~ Personalize

Top Stories Personalize Google News

Russia

New England Patriots
Golden State Warriors
George Osborne
Black Friday
Thanksgiving

Chicago Police
Department

Costco

Pope Francis

Hillary Rodham Clinton

Brno, South Moravian...
Suggested for you
World

U.S.

Business

Technology
Entertainment

Sports

Co-Pilot of Downed Russian Jet Says He Had No
Warning

The co-pilot of the Russian bomber shot down by Turkish jets on the Syrian border
has said he received no wamnings before the plane was fired on.
Wikipedia: 2015 Russian Sukhoi Su-24 shootdown

Related Russia »

Chicago Prc Make Google News yours!

Shooting Is _ . ' _
Add a topic you'd like to read about in news (like Astronomy).

CHICAGO - De
largely peacefu m

shooting of a bl

US probe says Afghan hospital strike was tragic accident

WASHINGTON The U.S. investigation into a deadly Oct. 3 strike on a hospital run
by Medecins Sans Frontieres in the northern Afghan city of Kunduz concluded it
was a tragic accident caused primarily by human error, a top U.S.

Suggested for you
World

U.S.

Business
Technology
Entertainment
Sports

Science

Health

A

Advanced »

Adjust Sources

New York Times

Fox News

® information obtained from user creates customized
web site experiences




forms of variability
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® branching-type interactivity or menu-type interactivity



forms of variability

NEWS OPINION SPORTS STYLE PREE ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY GLOBAL NATION

Jihadists using migrant crisis as cover—Czech president

P 12 A DS Agence France-Presse
{ SHARES: . . . . ——a——
T 1Y o es: 38 W @inquirerdotnet

I VIEW COMMENTS 28 PM Nover '

MME!
RECOMMENDED INQUIRER.net

n L gl Like Page 1.5m likes
Ampatuan political clout

fast fading away

Life in prison for road rage
shooter
, POPULAR
Leni Robredo going for No.
2: Like defying logic
Vandolph: Karen

: ¢ anl humiliated my mom
4 ‘revo tax’ collectors held in y

Cavite

Ex-Albay rep welcomes filing .

of graft case Laguna solon finds
Duterte ‘overrated,’

Iglesia counsel hits back at says he can do better

Angel Manalo lawyers November 251

Did you know . : B Mystery booths at
Naia puzzle
Bilibid surprise check yields ' ~ - L passengers
grenade, guns Czech Republic's president Milos Zeman addresses his supporters during a rally marking the 26th
anniversary of the Velvet Revolution in Prague, Czech Republic, Tuesday, Nov. 17, 2015. AP Photo

RELATED STORIES

. hyperm edia/hype rlinl(s EU must limit migrant numbers—French PM

Biden to discuss security, migrants at Balkans summit




orms of variability

TERL eSS @S MUSIC POLITICS TV MOVIES CULTURE SPORTS REVIEWS LISTS RSCOUNTRY COVERWALL Q

Watch Adele, Fallon, Roots Sing 'Hello' With Classroom
Instruments

"Tonight Show' supergroup perform chart-topping ballad with melodica, tambourine, toy xylophone, kazoos

B BY RYAN REED | November 25, 2015

Jimmy Fallon, Adele & The Roots Sing "Hello" (w/Classroom InstruM <
(10 ‘v 4
° “we -

€ oo /2319

Warch Adele perform “Hello” on “The Tonight Show,” backed by the Roots and Jimmy Fallon on classroom AROUND THE WEB

nstruments

n Adele’s "Hello,” a chart-topping ballad from her record-breaking new LP, 25,
is already one of her most intimate singles. But the singer achieves a new
level of intimacy with this Tonight Show rendition of the poignant track,
backed by Jimmy Fallon and the Roots on classroom instruments. Village People Cop 5 \illains \.\'e Want To

® hypermedia/hyperlinks



forms of variability

® periodic updates (manual or automatic)



® periodic updates (manual or automatic)

A SUBSCRIBE SEARCH MENUSE A Real-Time Map of Births and Deaths ¥

(Statistical Simulation Based on World Birth/Death Rates)

Restart Simulation Stop Simulation 4 Show Place Names 4 Show Births £4 Show Deaths

eath in Sheffield, United Kingdom
Birth in Aix-les-Bains, France

Birth in Aryanah, Tunisia
Birth in Delhi, India

http://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/20 1 3/10/a-real-

time-map-of-births-and-deaths/280609/



http://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2013/10/a-real-time-map-of-births-and-deaths/280609/

periodic updates (manual or automatic)

Births: 1569 Deaths: 620

SINCE 4:44:49 PM NOV 25, 2015 SINCE 4:44:49 PM NOV 25, 2015
4:50-49 PM Nov 25, 2015 4:50:49 PM Nov 25, 2015
gm China ,China

4:50:49 PM NA:'.'.' 25, 2015 | pop 1,349,585,900
Russian Federation Shenyang

pop 142,500,485 4:50:49 PM Nov 25, 2015
w L 1 lealobiv EUnited States

4.50.49 PM Nov 25, 2015

IPakistan pop 316,668,582
Novi, MI
pop 193,238,911 pop 55,224 (Oakland County)
Peshawar
4:50:49 PM Nov 25, 2015

JAlgeria

4:50:48 PM Nov 25, 2015

India

o ‘38 087.819 pop 1,220,800,546
[\JNghra'n | Bombay

4:50:49 PM Nov 25, 2015

4:50:48 PM Nov 25, 2015

Argentina

.Iraq
o pop 42,610,980
;é(;;;ﬁé.fg& 490 Cérdoba

4:50:48 PM Nov 25, 2015

.Malawi

4:50:47 PM Nov 25, 2015
Niger
pop 16,899,335

pop 16,777,553 Niamey
Mponela

4:50:47 PM Nov 25, 2015
Uzbekistan
pop 28,661,642

;:(c;peﬁfhggg. 717 Ohangaron

4:50:48 PM Nov 25, 2015
!Taiwan, Province of China

4:50:47 PM Nov 25, 20

http://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/20 1 3/10/a-real-
time-map-of-births-and-deaths/280609/



http://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2013/10/a-real-time-map-of-births-and-deaths/280609/

forms of variability

® scalability (variations in size, degree of detail)



forms of variability

Appearance of image
through Adjustment Layer

Adjustment
Layer

* adjustments



Find a Job | Amazon Videos | Feedback [FiLike 494k W Follow @femail Monday, Nov
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Home | U.K. Home | News | Sport | U.S. Showbiz | | Health | Science | Money | Vid

Meet the woman behind THAT Photoshop
makeover: Model in time-lapse video
showing radical effect of the airbrush

reveals why she is proud to be imperfect

By TAMARA ABRAHAM
PUBLISHED: 11:43 EST, 4 November 2013 | UPDATED: 14:10 EST, 4 November 2013

m ﬂ 22 shares —~ 14 \C/Ci’%%"ems

The model who featured in the viral Photoshop video that stormed the interned last week has said
that she is proud to be imperfect.

Speaking about why she agreed to pose in just a pair of red bikini briefs, Sally Gifford Piper, from
New York City, told Entertainment Tonight that she is determined to fight for more varied role
models in the media.

'| feel really angry about the pressure on women and the reality is that most of us don't look like
these perfect women,' she said.

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-24872 | | /Meet-woman-THAI-
Photoshop-time-lapse-video-makeover.html



http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-2487211/Meet-woman-THAT-Photoshop-time-lapse-video-makeover.html

HE AN

G'Oba :_jb" MOCrad ¥ oom

Time lapse video shows radical effect of Photoshop on model's

oo news2.goud - 256 videos 81,825

1NN 3 subscribe [PE % 102 10

|‘ Like ’I Download ¥ About Add dul

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hv--XUjjObw



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hv--XUjj0bw

Natural beauty: Sally Gifford Piper has been revealed to be the woman featured in last week's viral video
showing the powerful effect of Photoshop on a model

' think there needs to be a celebration of all different shapes and sizes. And we need to see more
variety and I'm determined to fight for that.’

The 36-second clip, made by Mrs Gifford Piper’s director husband, Tim Piper, for
GlobalDemocracy.com, attracted worldwide attention for their cause, which is demanding
mandatory disclaimers on all photos of airbrushed models.

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-24872 | | /Meet-woman-THAI-
Photoshop-time-lapse-video-makeover.html



http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-2487211/Meet-woman-THAT-Photoshop-time-lapse-video-makeover.html

principles of new media

FIVE: cultural transcoding

® new media consist of two layers



X\l
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® cultural layer
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