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What Are Set-Theoretic 
Methods?  

Three Shared Characteristics:  
1)    Data consists of set-membership scores  

        Example: Czech Republic is a European country  

 

2) Relations between social phenomena are modeled in terms of 
set relations  

         Example: All NATO member states are democracies  

      -- set of democracies is a super-set of the set of NATO members 

 

3)     Set relation are interpreted in terms of necessary and sufficient 
conditions  
          Example: Being democratic is necessary for being a NATO 
member.  

-- Non-democracy is sufficient for NATO non-membership  

--  This entails a focus on causal complexity: equifinality, 
conjunctional causation, asymmetry, INUS and SUIN conditions.  
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