The Czechs’
Bouncing Tools




Warship

“The Crechs,” says English kabbalist Z'ev hen Shi-
mon Halevi. “have always worshipped three things:
women, food, and God = in that order.”

Anyone who has made more than a passing acqua-
intance with the Czechs will surely recognise this to
be a very accurate observation. As they grow older and
wiser, however, the Czechs restructure their worship
priorities in reverse order: food, women, and God.

Crech women, on the other hand, somehow miracu-
lously manage 1o make their male chauvinist pigs be-
lieve that they worship one thing, and one thing alone:
them. Which may explain why post-communist Pra-
gue has become the home of some thiry thousand
voung horny and affection-starved American males.

And let’s face i1, boys. Where else do vou find
a beautifully feminine, gentle, sexy and caring female
with a university degree who takes you lovingly into
her home. gives you breakfast in bed, irons your shirts,
goes off 1o work smartly dressed, comes home to you
cheerful and unaffected by stress, cooks vou dinner,
massages you from head to toe, bonks you blind,
blows you back up for another round when you tho-
ught you were finished for a week, does not ger tired,
does not fake orgasm, keeps telling vou how wonder-
ful you are, and does not want to change you — and
manages to be all that on an average income of 200

dollars a month?
LR R

Flexible history

It is often said that nations, their characteristics, tem-
peraments, aspirations, and degrees of success or fai-
lure, are the result of their history. It is, in fact, the
other way around. Most nations” histories consist part-
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lv of legends and myths, partly of biased interpretation
of some actually documented and some putative histo-
rical events, but mainly of a Current Consensus to view
the collective past in a way which would assist in the
creation of a particular model of the future. History
has always been the result of people’s decisions about
getions 0 be taken. Those, in turn, are determined by
the image people have of their past at the time they are
deciding, Rewriting history o one's image in order o
change one's future is a legitimate ool of national sur-
vival.

This is something of which the Czechs should be par-
ticularly well aware, having in one lifeime come to
see and accept themselves variously as:

a) the economic backbone of the Austro-Hungarian
Empire without whose protection, however, they
would not have been able to survive (they did),

b) exemplary Western-style democrats of great stra-
tegic value to the great democracies of the West
(ditched),

¢} a bridge between East and West (walked over),

d) humanist socialists who would adapt Marxism o
democratic European traditions (for a couple of years
prior and a couple of hours following peaceful power
hand-over to communists),

e) socialists with a human face (a large basketful of
cggs thrown info it),

f) the most enterprising and westernised of the ex-
communist nations {one side of the cumment post-Coim-
munist image's coin), and

g} wishy-washy morally bent and corrupt artful
dodgers (the other side of the current post-communist
image's coinl.

This book looks at some of the Czechs’ hiﬂurir:i?.t
myths and legends and the type of events they precipi-




tated. It tries 1o debunk some of the myths Czechs live
by unconsciously or unwittingly as they approach the
turn of the millennium. And it looks at other possible
interpretations of the myths, which could produce dif-
ferent results, Just in case the Czechs should decide
ane day that different results are what they want.

Al no point does the book pretend it is presenting an
accurate or even reasonably approximate account of
historical events. It contents itself with being as biased
as cvery other view of Czech history has been so far
and is ever likely 1o be,

The purpose of this particular bias is nol 1o assist
Czechs in creating a particular type of future. Nor is it
to assist others in viewing the Crechs in a friendlier
{or more hostile) manner than they would otherwise.

The single purpose of this book is o squecze some
drama and fun out of what has always been presented
o the Czechs themselves as so dull and uninteresting
that it comes as no surprise or embarrassment to them
that they know less of their history than English busi-
nessmen and engineers who are trying to expiate for
Munich by attempting to do straight and fair business
with Czech companies and officials in competition
with the shrewder and more knowing-whom-to-bribe
Germans.

True. the dullness of their history may have been
deliberately devised by various occupying powers,
with a defined purpose: To obliterate the nation's self-
respect and awareness of its political importance, spi-
ritual and moral strength, military prowess, cultural
achievement, economic skills, and sense of glory. But
it cuts s0 deep into the Czech psyche that wming it
arcund might take more than one gencration of sustai-
ned material success, national churzpeh, and an ocea-
sional friendly nudge from the established good and
great. Whoever decides to do some of the friendly
nudging will benefit severalfold, for Czechs like to go

12

out of their way to please those who have been good 1o
them, and even those who they think might be.

The invincible consonant

Amn carly health warning: If you think you can ever co-
me to grips with a people who can converse without
vowels, you have another think coming.

The bonk you had a few pages back is called mrd
Which is just one of about thirty words the Czechs
have for love-making, depending on the way it is do-
ne, speed and duration, the attitude with which it is
approached. state of mind, and depth of emotional
involvement. A mrd would be a hearty down io
earth, athletic rather than tender, with full abandon
and lot of velling, no-nonsense and let’s-get-on-
with-it approach, not worrying too much about emao-
tional depth of involvement but mutually satisfying,
ending in healthy fatigue and a good night's sleep.
Anaother one would be ek, which is a giggly friend-
Iy quickie with someone you are familiar enough
wilth not to have to waste time on foreplay every (i-
me. A deb iz an uninvolved, absent-minded, cynical
and  loveless act, taking no account of your
partner's feelings, sort of rabbit-like. All other ways
have some vowels, as an expression of something
smoother, rounder, gentler, slower, longer, more
thoughtful, or more delicious,

If vou cannot tell one way from another, you are
a bk, which 1s the most frequent Czech word for idiot.
If you were not an idiot before but have just become
one, the verb participle would be zhlbl.

The male organ used for the Airk is a brk, and the jer-
ky motion in which it is done is a strk. The finger used
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for the foreplay with is prsr, and the breast it started on
Was Jrs.

If you were moved to ecstasy, your eves could weep
with a lot of siz, and you could be proud of yourself -
or fird.

The forest you did il in was a brd, and the pebbles
on the beech were drr’

The gulp of beer vou had afterwards was Rir and if
you have just gulped some, ziiH iz what you have done
in Czech. A very hearty it is a glg. and the belch
which follows it is krk, Kek iz also the throat down
which you poured your beer, while smrd 1s the death
you die if someone throttles you or gives you a Sker.
The same fkrr can also mean deletion or budget cut, if
that's what you prefer.

If someone wanls 1o resuscitate you by splashing
some waler over you, he would give vou a cfese. And
what the man who splashed the water into your face
did was velursel,

Are you sure you still want to get to know these exira-
lerrestrials?

LA ]

Bounce-back

The way nations behave is directly related to the way
they view themselves and their history. Similarly, the
way in which they are behaved towards is related o
the way in which they and their history are viewed by
their neighbours, That in turn depends on how they al-
low their neighbours o view them and reat them. Mo
one with a modicum of historical awareness could ha-
ve failed to notice the dramatic change in the psyche
of the lethargic Brits following Churchill’s “blood,
swaat, and tears™, or in the survival determination of

1<

the Jews following the new State of [srael’s proclama-
tion “never again a Jew murdered with impunity {or
being a Jew".

In a nuishell — a nation 15 what a decisive majority
of s members 15 determined to be. The absence of
a clear determination 1o be anything clearly identifiab-
le and worth defending, and the absence of historical
myths which would give such determination the ne-
cessary psychological back-up, 15 a guaranteed recipe
for a nation’s demise from history, its absorption into
another more determined neighbowring nation, and
cultural and political, if not physical, annihilation,

The Crechs have been on the verge of il several ti-
mes, The very fact they are still around today = afler
even the omniscient Karl Marx predicted their disap-
pearance by the end of the nineteenth century — indica-
tes a resilience, a bounce-back, pick-up, and dust-off
power which seems to emerge out of nowhere 1w eve-
ryone's surprise each time it does.

Reichsprotekior Reinhard Heydrich, when bricfing
his Prague gestapo chiefs, is quoted as warning them
that while Poles and Yugoslavs were tough and stiff
and ecasily broken by a strong enough force, the
Czechs were spineless fexible twigs that bent down
under pressure, only to lash back when least expected.
Right he was, too, and off he went with the least ex-
pecied lashback by a couple of London-run Ceech pa-
ralroopers at a time when Czech resistance seemed pa-
cified by an extra tin of sardines for a good day's work
in their arms and ammunition factories.

Im 1993, with Slovakia going its own proud if some-
what precarious way, the Czechs were given a uni-
gue opportunity — for the first time in over five cen-
puries — to find out who they are and work out who
they want to be — on their own. What they find out,
and what they work out, will depend to a decisive
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degree on which of their historical myths they deci-
de o dig out, enlarge, pin up, and live by.

FrTs

The milky goat

The lukewarm attitude most Czechs have o their own
religion = insofar as they can be bothered 1o adhere o
one — could explain why religious differences figure
#0 low on the scale of the Crechs” prejudices. Far mo-
re interesling - and right at the top - is envy of anyone
else’s success,

Mo significant religiously motivated hostilities have
turned Czech against Crech since the Thirty Year War.
But decply ingrained dislike and profound mistrust of
anyonc who has done even a notch betier was no doubt
the decisive factor that threw this otherwise profound-
Iy democratic, humanist, individualist, and not readily
hoodwinkable people inm the communist embrace for
two gencrations. It is what motivates another genera-
ton of fledgling capitalists to settle their business dis-
putes through hired assassins dumping competitors in-
to lakes with iron slabs chained to their necks, Or
chopping them up and marinating them in brpe-flled
casks. To mention just two of the more sophisticated
and increasingly popular well-documented business
strategies.

All these are not much more than an ever so slightly
amplified version of a waditional Czech joke, which
goes hke this:

A fwiry-tale old magician appears to a Frenchman, an
Englishman. and a Crech, with an offer to fulfill for each
of them one secret wish. The Frenchman recalls recently
meeting a most attractive woman engaged 1o a former
schoolmate of his. His wish is to have her for just one
night before she marries his schoolmate. The English-
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man asks for a replica of Lord Brondesbury"s ivory pipe,
making sure His Lordship should retain his onginal for
evervone 1o nolice both, The Ceech mentions a very
healthy-looking and milk-rich goat owned by his next
door neighbour. “You want one just like his?” asks the
magician. Mo, sir,” replies the Ceech, 1 want his goat
i drop dead.”™”

Not even greed and envy can motivate Crechs to sur-
render 1o the evil forces of Mammon.

e e

Flagellation

Few nations spend so much time and intellectual ener-
gy brooding on their national characieristics, purpose,
role, destiny, meaning of existence, image, and self-
image, as do the Ceechs. Few nations brooding abouwt
their existence are so consistently wrong in their con-
clusions. And probably no nation in recorded history
has viewed itself so0 much more harshly than it is vie-
wed by others. To a detached but concerned observer,
the Crechs’ persistent self-reflection looks like self-
Magellation. And yet, there are oo many Crechs —
mostly among intellectuals — who believe they have
had nowhere near enough flogging ver,

Foremost among the national floggers are Czech
journalists who have a particular fair for uncovering
some obnoxious national vice or other behind every
mistake or misdeed committed by just about anyone
from government officials, parliament members, and
represcntatives of all levels of officialdom. to members
of opposition, ex-communists {repented or die-hard),
ex-dissidents (promoted to officialdom or consigned to
oblivion), ex-non-communisl-non-dissidents, drivers,
pedestrnians, orchestra musicians, ex-theatre-goers tur-
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ned television-gogglers, readers of a particular newspa-
per, non-readers of a particular newspaper, and — above
all — other journalists, Mo wonder the Czech Prime Mi-
nister publicly reviles journalists as the most detestable
breed of people ever o walk this planer,

“With people like us, behaving as we do, we cannot
ever dream of being accepied by Europe, nor do we
deserve 0" — is a popular flog in the Czech imelleciu-
als” repertory, and the most likely one o be heeded
when all other flogs have failed. By the time Europe
decides 1o embrace the Czechs — which experts believe
iz likely 1o be seriously contemplated, as opposed 1o
just blabbered about, around the year 2005 — the
Crechs will have surely flogged themselves into being
more European than the Europeans, Whether they can
be expected to stop flogging themselves then is anot-
her matter, one Europe should seriously ponder before
taking them in without first introdecing some aniti-
self-flogging directives.

There 15, however, a redeeming feature to Czech fla-
gellation. Unlike the Poles — whose histonc mission is
o flog themselves for Europe, or the Russians — who
Mog themselves (and the odd neighbour or two) for
mankind’s salvation, the Crechs do most of their
tlogging for the sheer hell of i,

o

Wisdom of inadequacy

The characteristics of every nation — be they home-
spun or externally perceived = are always a mix of po-
sitive and negative features, The only exception are the
Americans, who have no home-spun negative feafures
whatsoever, Which explains why they are so deeply
loved wherever they go.
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What a home-spun image sees as positive may be
seen as negative by outsiders, and vice versa. Nations
may even be split into bellicose camps who regard the
same feature as positive and negative respectively.
Whatever other disagreements they might have,
Crechs are remarkably united in regarding themselves
as the most inadequate and undeserving lot on this pla-
met one day, and exceptionally enlightened bearers of
state-of-the-art wisdom o the world if only the world
would care 1o listen on another day. This wonderful
blend becomes more appreciable once we notice that
the inadequate lot are alwavs all Czechs except us,
while the wisdom-bearers are always us rather than
the other Czechs. Unless, of course, the other Czechs
are inadequate wisdom-bearers and, as such, a natio-
sal embarrassment no matter how popular they may be
abroad.

The Czech intellectual elite has always had a re-
cognisable tendency to elevale inadequacy (o a natio-
mal virtue, and even regard it as the nation’s specific
smrength with which “the adequate™ can be outsmarted
and overpowered — and if not that, then surely at least
putmumberaed.

Thiz applies particularly during the rule of morally
snacceptable regimes when — to quote a famous Czech
comedy actor — “it 15 immoral o pursue a successful
eareer under an immoral regime”. Since most Czechs
bave always regarded most of thewr governments as
wmmoral, they tend to view as crooked anyone who
suecesds at anything at just about any time.

One thing that does not seem o have occurred o the
Czechs when trying to live up to the famous comedy
actor's adage was to ponder how he could have become
a famous comedy actor without pursuing a successful
career. But taking the micky out of nations is what co-
medy actors are here for. So, of course, are politicians,
most of whom, if sincerely questioned, would admit
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that deep down they really are frustrated comedians.
: Czechs don't exert adequate effort 1o replace their
immoral governments with ones that might be more
maoral because they believe that the alternative would
be at least as bad and probably worse, The logic is that
no morally ¢lean politician can ever be adequarte, for
in order to gain adequate political experience and
skills, he would have had to pursue a successful career
under an immoral regime, and could therefore not be
morally clean if he had found it appropriote to do so,

If & morally clean person does, by somme stroke of
luck, succeed to a position of power, he will be SLSPEC-
ted of having made some immoral pact with the immo-
ral, or at best, of being manipulated by the immaoral in-
to fooling the public that there might be something
moral going on after all, and must therefore be quile
thick — or at best inadequate (i.e. one of us) - yel anot-
her national embarrassment. Even if he is found to ha-
ve been morally clean before he took office, he will ha-
ve become unclean by the time the findings are
completed,

o o o

The art of embarrassment

Embarrassment is one the Czechs’ favourite aris. And
masters of it they are, wo. From early childhood — a
h:::_m_;: as well as at school — Czechs receive a thorough
training from their elders in how o ereate embarras-
sing situations for others. This is done by persistent
coaching from parents and teachers, which entajls fre-
quent repetition of a simple command: “Don't vou da-
re make an asshole of yourself or your family {group,
club, wwn, nation, ete.)".

This has taught Czechs something they have beco-
me very skilled at — image building, They take pains,
and very often succeed, to present themselves to the
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outzide world in a much better light than they see
emselves. This they do by not exactly lying about
themselves, just being economical with the truth. Cen-
soning the facts ever so slightly. Harmless, really. Un-
derneath, nothing is ever as good as it looks packaged
for forcign consumption. Giving his country (family,
group, own, eic.) a bad image - i.e. embarrassing it =
i the worst offence a Crech could commit in the eyes
of his fellows,

Since making an asshole of imsell’ = i.e. creating
embarrassment = 15 part of any child’s natural instanct
and an inalienable rnght, Cezech children soon learn the
mick of making assholes of others and other families
tother groups, other clubs, other towns, other nations,
et ), and get a lot of fun out of it.

Since they were not at the same time taught the skill
of gracefully sailing out of an embarrassing situation
someone else has hrought them {being a landlocked
sation), the only defence available to them is o drag
the opponent into an even greater embarrassment. To
which, of course, be can only respond by creating ver
a greater embarrassment for them, The most remar-
kable display of the mastery of this art can be seen in
Crech TV debates in which public figures participate
mol 20 much w discuss an idea and argue s worth -
Bt 1o make the greatest possible assholes of their
opponenls.

Some Czech leading figures like to apply this tech-
migue even outside the country on innocent, untrained
and unsuspecting audiences. Having clearly conveyed
the unambiguous message, “You, sirmmadam, are an
swshole™, to everyons who asked a question, they co-
me back home surprised at how distoried the reporis
of their visit were, and how much less goodwill they
bad created than imtended. It must surely be those god-
damned asshole journalists again.

Oither Crech public figures then wallow in the bliss
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of seeing these Crech public figures making assholes
of themselves abroad and being an embarrassment o
the nation. And so the art of embarrassment flourishes.

How the Slovaks could have ever made any sense
out of living with the Czechs is a mystery worth
serious historical and psychological analysis. They
probably need years of psvchotherapy to recover.
Even more mysterious — 1o the point of being a case
for psychiatrists — is why Sudeten Germans, having
for two generations been so blissfully free of the
Czechs, should now want to return 1o live in their
midst again. Plain nuts. Unless, of course, they are
after the women, like evervone else.

ES 3]

Comfort

The Crechs love their comfort, 5o much so that their
comfort considerations usually overrule such hollow
concepls as ideology, idealism, heroism, honour, gal-
lantry — and sometimes even less hollow ones like du-
ty, loyalty, honesty, ethics, reliability. Which does not
miake them a dishonest, unethical, or unreliable peop-
le, without any sense of duty and loyalty. They can be
very loyal, commited, and even deeply devoted to
their comfort. Anyone demanding their loyalty would
first have to guarantee them their comfort.

This was well understood by warlime Nazi occupa-
tion autherities who took great pains not to subject the
Ceechs 1o such harsh discomfort as they did the Poles,
the Serbs, the Greeks, or the Russians. For this, the
Cazechs rewarded the Mazis by not making (oo much
trouble for them.

This joke, which the Czechs don't like hearing too
much, was probably made up by a Slovak:
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A Crech and a Yugoslav meet after the war and
discuss their war-time cxperiences,

“Whenever we saw a German in uniform, we'd cut
s throat.” says the Yugoslay matter-of-factly.

Replics the Czech:

“You know, we would have liked to do it 100, but in
owr country, that was not allowed™.

The Crechs’ craving for comfort was best understood
b the communist regime which made life for them
Sull and idiotic, but compared with the rest of the
commumunist world, remarkably comfortable. There was
pardly a family which had not built itself a second ho-
me in the country (o escape to every weekend — star-
sng at midday on Friday and ending at midday on
Mefoepdary.

When the iron curtain crumbled and Crech “capita-
ls1” expatriates visited their erstwhile homeland for
ghe first time in many years. they could not hold their
gmarement at how much more comfortable their ho-
meland friends were than they themselves in the
affluent West. Not richer, but more comfortable. En-
jowing more comfort at much lower cost and with
much less effort. And waking it for granted. too. They
suill do — and are wondering now what exactly it is
that anyone from the West can teach them that they
sre not better at — as far as creation of comfort is con-
eerned. For it is the creation of comfort, isn’t it, that 15
ghe sole purpose of any human endeavour? Surcly”
Well, isn't it

The endlessly used Czech word for comforn = pofo-
da — means a great deal more than mere physical com-
fort. It also means hominess, coziness, harmony, self-
satisfaction, easy-going relationships, rewarding and
mod oo strenuous activity, pleasant overall atmosphere,
shsence of strife, effort or pain, an undisturbed pastoral
sdyll. It means a state of affairs which involves no need
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1o take risks or face challenges, be disturbed by new or
unfamiliar things, have 1o deal with dangers or shorta-
ges.

This does not make Czechs a very adventurous
people. It makes them an inventive and purposefully
ereative if sometimes irritatingly procrastinating lot,
slowly but steadily and reliably working their way
out of discomfont towards the greatest possible com-
fort that looks achievable, while eschewing any dis-
comfort on the way. Thus, they may sometimes satis-
fy themselves with medium comfort if the
achievement of a greater comfort involves — or even
is perceived to involve — too much discomfort, The
flagellants like to call this “wallowing in mediocri-
by™.
But it was to his beloved Crechs that Bruce Lock-
hart broadcast from London in 1948: “A country
which prefers comfort and tranguility to freedom will
lose its freedom and with it, ironically, its comfort and
trangquility as well.”

As someone who tries to avoid physical pain at all
cost, a Crech cannot easily be maotivated to inflict phy-
sical pain even on his worst enemies. Slow, gradual,
and hardly noticeable mental tormure, frequently mas-
ked as comfort, is always considered the better option
in his hierarchy of weapons.

Pohoda is also the state of mind in which Czechs li-
ke o do their work, provide a service, do a favour, If
they are satisfied that what vou are asking them o do
can be done easily and without much risk of failure.
they will tell you they can do it “v pehodé”. This
means literally in comfort, though a more accurate
translation would probably be the more colloquial “no
sweal”,

The somewhat earthier Moravians with their more
Morid, kinesthetically and olfactorily opulent usage of
the Czech language, would perform an easy task for
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wou not just in comfort, not even just standing on their
Beads, but with both hands in their arschole.

More on them later,
g

Atheism and ideological indifference

An unstoppable flood of Czechs returning to the Cat-
bolic faith was expected by the Church and its devout
believers after the collapse of communism. MNaively, as
it turned out, The nation was believed o be vearning
fior the Church’s guiding hand following forty years of
godless tyranny. Naively again. They were, after all,
saill believed to be at least seventy five percent Catho-
e, as they had been registered before communism
ok power and forced everyone who wanted to hang
on 10 a decent job to declare himself officially “of no
faith”. For the sake of comfort, most did. To those few
who didn't, various degrees of discomfon were meted
out — from no job promotion if they were professional-
Iv indispensable to landing in labour camps if they
weren't, and every imaginable degree in between,

The Church's hopes went awry when all three avo-
wedly Christian parties together failed 1o get even ten
percent of the nation’s vote in the first election, in spi-
s= of the plainly vizible fact that none of the other par-
pes declared themselves even knowledgeable, let alo-
me supportive, of anything that might smack of
peligious values. A return of strayed shecp to the
Church’s flock failed to take place. The Czechs obvio-
wily did not feel convinced that organised religion was
capable of, or even interested in, providing more com-
fort, and decided to do without ideologies altogether
and be guided solely by the most humane of ethics -
desire for their own comfort, For this, the post-com-
munist government was perceived 1o provide the best
framework. In every survey since then, Czechs have fi-
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gured as statistically the least religious nation in Euro-
pe.

The reason for this could probably be found in their
history, during which they were forced to switch ideo-
logical allegiances time and time again, always for the
same single reason: to avoid discomfort. Czech ideolo-
gical and religious history in a nuishell goes as follows:

I. Celrs and pagans

Celtic Christianity of St, Parick's mission from Ire-
land some time in the 6th century, among what was at
the time probably still a fairly mixed population of
Celts and Slav-speaking Moravians, with a smattering
of some Germanic tribes. No record of St. Patrick’s lo-
cal liurgy or literature. Mo practicing survivors,
though some may have emigrated to Ireland since.
This meek religion tries 1o compete with the then po-
pular Czech pagan rite of virile gods like Radegast
inow a popular beer) who thunder down the mountain
slopes to mate and make merry with the lacal oh ever-
so=lovely maidens.

2. Slaw Chriztians

Moravian Greco-Slav rite in the 9th century, with Slav
liturgy and bits of Bible wranslations. Some texts and
the alphabet extant for students of Slavonic studies,
Fracticing survivors pushed eastward to set up what is
to become the Russian Orthodox Church, never quite
relinquishing their right o return o their cradle, in
tanks if need be,

3. Rawan rite over Slav

Conversion to the Roman Catholic rite in the 10th cen-
tury, largely carried out by neighbouring German mis-
sionaries at the invitation of Wenceslas, the legendary
Frince (not King, for the Czechs were only a principa-
lity at the time), about whom it is still difficult 1o deci-
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de whether he was an enlightened civiliser or a co-
wardly quisling.

£ Crech Protestantisem

Outbreak of Czech national fervent Protestantism fol-
lowing the 1415 burning of popular Prague hippy pre-
acher Jan Hus, who had the outrageous idea of letting
his congregants read the Bible in their own language,
and had himself provided some of the translation, One
of the few great legends of Crech military prowess min
b a brilliant strategist, the furious one-cyed south Bo-
hemian squire Jan ZiZka, His peasant armies defeat se-
weral crusades and keep chasing them all the way acro-
tx Germany for fifteen years running, burning the odd
cathedral or two in passing, and spreading the “wine
for everyone, cheers” message to the local soon-1o-he-
come Lutherans, Under the banner of the chalice, the
Hussites " mulii-vocal rendering of “God's Warriors”,
wop of the pops of the day (conveniently used by later
Czech composers as an expression of patriotic mood
calculated to move Czechs to tears), appeared to have
the same effect on the invading crusaders as the Cock-
mey war-stopper mono-testicled Hitler song must have
had on the average German soldier's fighting spirit
when the Brits marched in behind the bagpipes, sin-
ging: ‘I'ler “as only go" one ball, Goerin' s'go’ two
b’ very small, “Imier ‘s go' pomefin’ simlar, and poor
ol Geoeballs ‘as no balls a” all,

5. Provestant tolerance

Religious toleration law under King George (Iifi) Po-
debrad in the mid-1400s, legislating tolerance of Cat-
holics by the then estimated 85% Protestant popula-
sion, as second best 1o a failed attempt at establishing
an outright Protestant kingdom. For his tolerance of
2 subversive Catholic minority, George 15 rewarded
with the title of heretic by the Catholic Church. Crusa-
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des move on the Czechs again, with active participa-
tion of the Hungarians who, having already taken the
oh, ever-so-lovely women of Slovakia, are now after
the oh, ever-so-lovely women of Moravia and Silesia,
which they occupy for one vear before being driven
back again by Czech military prowess, only (o re-
occupy them again a few years later, while losing their
own land to the Turks, almost causing Central Europe
tor be converted to Islam by fire and sword.

0. Enter the Habsburgs

Carech Kingdom — which still incorporates the whole
of Silesia — confederates with Austria and Hungary in
1526 in a joint effort to drive the Turks out of central
Europe, Austrian Habsburg kings promptly seize the
opporiunily to take the Czechs over by marrying onto
their throne, thus becoming their hereditary kings.
More Cuatholic pressure follows, as the Ausirians
slowly but steadily turn their erstwhile confederate
partner into an Ausirian-run province, with BErmanisa-
uon slowly creeping in.

7. Protestant defeat

Defeat of Protestants (mainly Czrech but some Ger-
mans) by Catholic (intermational motley but some
Czechs) armies at the White Mountain (Bild Hora) in
1620. This triggers off thirty years of bloody warfare
in which the population of the Czech kingdom is hal-
veed, its educated Protestant classes exiled - some all
the way to England and America to become known as
the Moravian Brethren. The remaining decimated and
by now predominantly peasant population is promptly
and comfortably re-catholicised.

&, Fast re-catholicisation
A brave attempt by Protestant Sweden, prompled by
exiled Czech Protestants, to liberate the Czech king-
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dom from Catholic rule and return power to the Pro-
aesaames. meets with fierce resistance from the by now
Serouphly catholicised Czechs who forgot their two
cemmunies of glorious Protestantisim in a lew years.
Sems paciong and understandably peeved, the retrea-
By Swedes ser out 10 plunder and steal whatever they
o om the way home, including the indigenous Czech
wmord for physician — MkaF, tumed into lekare, Tor
winch they have failed to come up with their own indi-
pemous alicrnaitive to this day.

¥ Evervone iz a Carholic

When bonfires of books start burning in Czech towns
amd willages, the comfort-loving country folk realise
e Church is no joke. Mot wanting to become fire fod-
ey themselves, they settle into a cozy, comfortable,
wwddly, homey, undisturbed soft and sweer version of
bare-bummed little angels, barogue Catholicism
wiuch 1= as far removed from the Auwstro-German
pomposity as the soft Portuguese barogque is from the
Bawsh Spanish one, Underneath the surface of devout
Caholicism simmers a folk revival of pagan gods in
e form of faines, mermaids, and gnomes in what be-
comes one of the richest fairy tale traditions in Europe.
Hemanising the devil into a chummy cuddly innocent
Barmless little man who can't even scare children, and
carving funny litle statwes of him, is one of the
Crechs” naughty cockasnooks at the Church, with
wihach they just about get away short of being burned
& satanists,

M. Langunage revival

By late 18th century, Crech = once a language of rich
Renaissance literature and Bible translation — is al-
ol dead and has to be painstakingly reconstrucied
By linguists and historians who now mostly speak and
wmite better German than their own country dialects. It
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takes two generations before quality literature is writ-
ten in Czech again — though today’s flagellants would
say it still hasn't been. European Enlightenment
loosens the Catholic grip and some Czechs begin to
return 1o Protestantism, which they identify with the
glory of the pre-Habsburg Czech kingdom. Many mio-
re discover a rich new world outside religion altoget-
her, and socialism finds fertile soil in the Czech sod-
the-establishment psyche.

1 1. Habshurgs go home

As the Habshurg empire collapses in a lost war, Ame-
rican-style democratic capitalism breaks loose on the
Czechs and wrns fledgling and ethnically fragile Cze-
choslovakia into the world's tenth most productive
economy. Independent statchood, handed to the
Czechs on a silver platter by allied powers, turns them
overnight into civic democrats but ethnic autocrats
trying 1o be efficient masters of a country in which
they constitute only half of the population. The other
half being Germans, Slovaks, Hungarians, Poles, Rut-
henians, and of course the long-established and well-
assimilated Jews, as well as the ever unassimilable
Gipsies — the latter two proving the only loyal ones,
suspecting all available alternatives to Czech rule to be
worse, as indeed they turmed out to be. Thus the
Czechs squander a unique chance to become another —
and probably richer = Switzerland. An emincnt exanm-
ple of the Czech’s weakness for taking on a bigger
maorsel than they can chew.

12, Independence lost again

With half of its population proving disloyal in a criti-
cal situation, and with its clumsy international diplo-
macy resulting in Rumania as its only loyal ally, Cze-
choslovakia disappears from the map. As they gained
statchood without a fight. so without a fight the

1

Crechs lose it again. Three years later, a quarner of
a mallion of them gather in Prague's Wenceslas Square
sieg-heiling their loyalty o the Reich and demanding
sewere punishment for Heydrich's assassins and their
svmpathusers, while singing the Crech national ant-
b Where [s My Howre,

d3 W are Slavs after all

In the last days of the war, with Patton's army within
am bour’s drive from Prague, Czechs rise against the
Maris in the hope that Patton would be in town by
mudday and they would be home for grandma’s dinner.
Bee orders Patton 1o stay put and leave Prague for the
Emssians, who, however, can’t be bothered to tum up,
keaving the Crechs to stew in the astonishingly unpre-
eedenied discomfort of four days of fighting and a lo-
oming massacre, from which they are saved by the
pro-Mari renegade Russian Viasov Army urning
sgainst their German masters on the last day of the
war. By the time official liberation arrives in Russian
ks, every Crech has been an anti-Nazi fighter, a de-
wout socialist, and lover of Russian songs all his life.

J4. And zocialists to boot

Within three years, whoever has not been able to prove
Bus devout socialist and Russian-song-loving pedigree
a beast one generation back is in jail or forced labour,
sunking himsell lucky to be alive. The only exception
ase professional gestapo helpers, whose expertise is
pow needed to deal with all the above, and whose pe-
dagrees are doctored accordingly.

J5. Bur human, foo, maybe

Another twenty years on, the erstwhile young enthu-
saastic persecutors of their less enthusiastic peers turn
sheir middle-aged unwavering enthusiasm to the futile
effort of plastering a sloppily designed phantom hu-
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months later, they are Dessseass by E puzile O
how come their persecuted peers are not welcoming
and backing them when they themselves are joiming
the ranks of the persecuted, following the arrival of

true socialism's face in Russian tanks.

16, Velvetr-proud

A further twenty five years. on, five years after com-
munist power structures “velvetly” collapse around
the Crechs, not a single communist has been brought
1o account for the forty years of creeping and all-per-
vasive misery inflicted on the nation, anq the
nation’s most popular politicians include erstwhile ac-
tive communists turned devout free-marketeers ::md
staunch democrats. Hard-working citizens resign
themnselves again (o second-class status as they watch
shrewd communist secret service agents change into
ruthless capitalist bankers, investment fund chiefs,
majority stake holders, property speculators and
pwners of some of the country’s mMost precious assels
with the power to bribe or threaten anyone at any hime
for whatever reason — forever.

And you expect the Czechs o retain a modicum of sa-
nity while remaining loyal — to an idea

Passing the buck

Disclaiming responsibility is another popular game.
and most Czechs pass through their lives blaming just
about everybody else for just about every onec of their
failures and disasters, personal as well as national. If
they can't point their finger al anyone sp-u:i[_llr:. they
blame the weather, the government, the Party, inlerna-
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even mstoncal inevitablity . of wihich they perceive
themselves victims without choice.

It restores a bit of comfon in their uncomfonable li-
ves. It comforts a Czech 1o know he has not been able
o pursue a successiul writer's career or complete his
sdult education course in the evenings because since
the children were born, there has never been anywhere
in the home to sit and think, let alone write. It com-
forta him to know that the 1946 free election voters
who gave the communistz 40% of the vote, and the pa-
ralysed democratic parties who did not resist the full-
scale communist lake-over two years later, are the
ones responsible for every misery inflicted on him per-
sonally, including the fact that he has never had a good
enough reason and motivation to learn English. It
comforts even the staunch pro-Western Czech to un-
derstand that the nation's unfortunate post-war sym-
pathy for the Soviet Union was, of course, the direct
responsibility of the French and Brits who could no
longer be trusted after their Munich betrayal.

It is fascinating to read a 1945 article by a French-
cducated Czech professor of Eomanesque literatures
commenting on the post-war re-launch of French cul-
wral institutions in Prague, at a ime when growing
Sovier and communist influence was becoming very
noticeable indeed,

“And they dare come back as if nothing had happe-
ned, as if they had nothing w0 apologise for, Mo = they
will have to struggle hard to regain our betrayed sym-
pathies.”

Betrayed, wictimised, persccuted, downtrodden,
putnumbered, outgunned, ouimaneuvered, left behind,
misled, hoodwinked, stabbed in the back = anything
would do in the place of responsibility. Taking respon-
sibility could be o risky, too dangerous, 00 uncom-
fortable. One may even have to stand up and be coun-
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ted. One may, heaven forbid, even have to fight — and
get hurt.

“Nothing to do with me = I"m just a musician”, is
the iraditional Czech response 0 responsibility. No
wonder Czechs call themselves a “nation of musi-
ciams”. '

Beuer leave it all w “them”. The all-powerful
“they" are always a good excuse for my failure, pover-
ty, poor healih, incompetence, lack of drive or skill,
character defects, resignation to mediocrity. Whoever
“they™ are. Parents, teachers, peers, capitalists, com-
mumnisis, the police, the Party, the anonymous appara-
(s, the Russians, the French, the planet, the stars —or
just an abstract “they” which no one bothers 1o identi-
fw any mane,

It's all their fault. Mever mine. And survival beco-
mes so much easier when you know that.

This Jewish joke, which comes from Czech Jewish
anthologies. could not have been thought up anywhere
elae:

Moskoviiz and Finkelsigin run two groceries com-
peting in the same street. One day, Moskovilz mects
a young girl who wsed o come regularly 1o do the
small family shopping, but hasn't done so for some
weeks,

“Good morning. young lady, and how come you've
stopped shopping with me? Are my goods not good
enough? Are they 100 expensive™”

“MWo, Mr Moskowvitz, but they told us in school that
You pel:_1|'||t;r killed Jesus,”

“Oih, m, hizs, not me = it was Finkelsicin.™”

LA L
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Slogans

The Crechs are suckers for a good slogan, Give them
2 good slogan, and they will queue up for you and
seach their children diligently to do the same. Try
lead them without a slogan, and vou are in for a great
disappointment, Those who knew this ruled them with
gase. Those who didn’t had a rough tme,

But what is a good slogan to a Czech?

Truth Trinmphs is one which has survived centuries
and has been used successfully by every government,
and most successfully by some of the craftiest lars
among Czech rulers. It is associated with 5t Wen-
ceslas, but no one is quite sure who the genius was that
made it up or when. It is claimed to have been popular
with Czech kings, and it was a pant of the presidential
regalia in the enlightened times of Masaryk, through
the German occupation, and during commumist rule. It
became more prominent again when it was hackneyed
endlessly in Havel's first presidential campaign in De-
cember 1989, in his dramatically innovative enlarged
wversion Trurh and Love Shall Trivmph over Lies and
Hate,

What is it about this slogan that can make Czechs 5o
sentimental?

It is comforting. It soothes a Czech to know that
whatever disaster he might be going through, truth will
wriumph. He knows that the truth is not triumphing
right now, but that it will tiumph evenmally. Some
day. It just has 10, Because it does. 5t Wenceslas says
s0. Mever mind what the truth is, as long as it trumphs.
MNever mind when it will actually triumph. Never mind
how it will riumph. It will triumph by itself. On s
own, Mo need o argue the truth out. No need to prove
it. 50 whenever someone comes up and savs that wuth
will triumiph, this must be the tme when ic will, It me-
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ver does, And when it doesn’t, it's nobody’™s faunlt. 1ts
b Juest hasn L come Vel But it is 'ﬁl.:ll.:ll:lfl;l'l_l.'." i kmow it
will.

So again: what is a good slogan to a Czech?

Modern psychology divides people into several senso-
ry types according to the prevailing sense with which
they perceive the world. Every nation, of course, has
people of all types. but on a collective consciousness
level, one or another sense dominates,

To persuade the predominantly auditery English, it
all has o sowrd right.

To the visuwal German, everything must fook neat,

The saporous Nalians must have everything presen-
ted in good faste.

Whatever does nol sound right to the Englishman,
srimks o the olffaciory American,

Czechs are mainly kinesthetic = and things must feel
good to them. Abowve all, things must make them feel
good about themselves., You must give them a slogan
thev can touch, feel, get emotionally involved in, wrap
themselves in and feel cuddled, supported, protecied.

Give their socialism a human face. Wrap their revo-
lution in velver. Cushion the impact of market reform.
That sort of thing.

Heaven lorbid your slogan should mean anything or
have some logic. The more absurd and meaningless it
is, the better it works, [0 has o bypass reason and go
siraight for the gut, where it can plant its seed, take
root, germinate, blossom in bright colowrs, and become
a reality that no one guestions because that’s just the
way things are. Above all, avoid slogans which suggest
they must do something, make an effort, or go some-
where. However much Crechs love and admire Ameri-
ca. Per ardua ad astra would not move them one inch.
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Unless, that is, you can persuade them that Work
Ennohies, as did the communists when they were Scn-
ding former businessmen, company managers, |awy-
ers, teachers and journalisis o coal mines or road con-
sruction. The similarity with Auschwite’s Arbeit
Wacht Frei somehow escaped everybody at the ime
S0 much did work ennoble everyone that Work Be
Praised became the everyday greeting which success-
fully replaced Good Morning in large sections of the
population.

Neither Profit, Nor Fame was the famous slogan of the
patriotic revivalist sports organisation Soko! (Falcon)
which became the paragon of Czech righteousness in
the nineteenth century and carried through to the com-
munist akeover in 1948, afler which the organisation
was banned as an enemy of the working people and its
leaders sent to labour camps. Yery comforting slogan
indeed. It never occurred to anyone that if you follo-
wed it through logically, you would end up desttuie
and ignored, There's nothing intrinsically wrong with
being either, But the slogan made both into a national
virtue. That came to its logical conclusion as the na-
tion did indeed become destitute and ignored. And
wondered how come.

The Country's Well-being is another effective slogan
which has been played on the Czechs in a variety of
ways by every regime. The Counrry's Well-being Be
(hur Highest Law was the slogan of the Czech fascists
after Munich and the occupied Protektorat’s puppel go-
vernrment. The Reprblic Is Cury and We Shall Nar Give
The Republic Away were two of the popular slogans in
the struggle against imperialism and its agents within.

Ruild Your Country and You Shall Strengthen Peace
was a particularly good patriotic internationalist work-
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ennohling p-::.;1|;'{'-h11.-'i.11_|r_ gslogan which hung writ large
on socialist construction sies and was chanted by eni-
husiaslic masscs .Lll.:lng, with Fomeard Left, Not a -":-'-f";-"
Hack, as evervbody was Living Better, Living More
Joyeusly  and Towards  Glittering
Tomorrows, Because, as the slogan coined by the first
working-class president reminded everyone, One Can-
et Live in the ©d Wavs, So they all med wo behave
progressively, comradely, working-classly, secialistly,
marxistly and leninistly, internationafisily but not,
heaven lorbid, cosmppralitany.

Peace, of course. became another thing worth not
only building and defending, but fighting for, Fighting
for Peace was such an evervday natural thing 1o do
that few people realised it was — as an unpublished
poet kept reminding his mends = like “fucking for vir-
ginity”.

TTI5LT L:I‘I.III_I'.

The mighty “we™, and the ever-important feeling of be-
longing is more fertile ground. We Shall Bemain Faith-
fil was the post-Munich slogan expressing loyalty o
resigning President Bened who had made the decision
— against the will of the army and the people — to hand
the Republic over to Hitler without a shot. We Are With
You, Be With Uy was the endlessly repeated slogan in
the first week of the Soviel invasion while Dubéck and
Swvoboda were signing a capitulation trealy,

Today, Czechs often ask themselves how such a well
cducated and kind-hearted nation could have fallen for
such evil stupidity and keep it going for forty years.
The answer is obvious, Like no one before, the com-
munists had the Czechs stitched up with kinesthetic
slogans bombarding all their senses from all sides.
Left, right, and centre, morning, noon, and night.

It is now often claamed that Czechs have become al-
lergic to slogans and cannot be fooled by them again.

iR

Monsense. They have only become allergic o certain
tvpe of slogans. The type of slogans which look ke
slogans, because they ve seen them bhefore. Forgeiling
that they lell for those slogans only because those slo-
gans did not look like slogans then, They looked like
what the majonly of Crechs wanted to hear and feel at
the time,

Make up a new slogan that catches their desires to-
day and makes them feel good about themselves.
They'll queue up for you again.

Marching into Enrope. A iming For Greater Progpe-
riry, Creafing Cosh Flows,

A T,l'“'"l!;j'_l]'[i' Moarkerly (oh, Y5, amcd |.I'\':'I'!I1I.'III\.-\_'I..|:|-'

al that).
o

The search for meaning

The Crechs have always been so puzzled by their sur-
vival as a distinct nation that they believe thewr exisicn-
ce and history must have a meaning or ¢ven purpose,
Such notions may be totally incomprehensible 1o not
mal nations like the Brs, the French, or the Duich
who just get on with their national lives in the best
way possible at a given ume. Bul “national meaning™
has always been a popular game east of the Rhine,
where whatever one does is expected o be in some
way or other subservient to an overall grand national
design. Nationally meaningful, as it were.

Ihe Germans sce themselves, and themselwves alone,
as chosen o civilise and westernise their castern
neighbours, more efficiently than anyone else would -
should anyvone else ever bother — and would therefore
regard anyone else’s bothering as interference in their
natural rightful historical purpose. The Catholic Poles
are there o save Christion Europe from  godless
gastern harbarians, since no one else is in the position
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o do it. Russians believe their mission is o give the
soulless world true spintuality which only their deep
souls possess.

The Crechs have no idea what the hell they are here
fiw excepl, perhaps, as musicians. Bul since they
keep surviving as a nation ‘with recognisable distinct
culture and character iraits, they believe they should
go on racking their brains trying to find out why conti-
nued existence keeps afflicting them,

But before they can define their national meaning,
they must, of course, first define the meaning of mea-
ning:

“Meaning is al one Ume the main content, at another
time the main supporting force, at yet another time
a culing edge dea, at other times the main or overri-
ding national task, national mission or programme, or
even quest for glory™

Thus spoke leading Crech historians in 1928, presu-
mahbly with straight faces, at a famows symposium “Cn
the Meaning of Czech History”, which was recorded
for posterity and from which the Crechs have not been
able o recover, Amd went on:

“The essential thing is the assumption that in a na-
tion's history, one can trace a single underlying idea,
a single trend, in other words a single ‘meaning” as the
creative clement and carrying force, also assuming in-
directly that all nations are carriers of ‘meanings’, pre-
sumahly each of a different one.”

Mo kidding, But wair;

“The term “meaning’ is usually used as an opposite
I the actual material of history, the word itsell expres-
ses the requirement of interpretation of actual histori-
cal events and their contexis, particularly value judg-
ment, a definition of an ideological value or guideline
of events. Bul occasionally it covers more: meaning is
understood to be that which is, as 0 were, primary or
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eternal in history, of which actual evenis are only an
ouwtward mamfestation, the emphaziz being on the un-
derstanding of the goal or purpose of developmenits,
o its logical-teleslogical nature, and on the desire o
bring down the last remaining curtain on the mystery
af Infe.”

Wonderful stuff, and all verbatim. But you have
seen nothing vet:

“The search for meaning in national history is an as-
signment 1o establish what our methodologies define
as interpretation of history or philosophy of history,
based on facts scientifically ascertmined. The issue is
essentially nothing other than knowledge of the main
factors of historical developments and interpretation
of contexts created by them, Whoever so wishes may
regard this definition of the assignment as the first step
towards the actual assignment defined by the broader
sense of the word “meaming’, for which, however, em
pirical historical science is not adequately equipped
and whose very possibility it views with skepticism,
although the selution to the problem in the higher sen-
se of the word would not be possible without the first
step described previously.”

Having had it so clearly explained, and never wanting
o appear stupid, every Crech makes sure other
Czechs believe he understands clearly not only what
being Czech means but even what the meaning of be
ing Czech means, knowing that other Crechs will ne-
ver dare ask him o define it lest they themselves
appear ignorant.

Thus they all talk with deep understanding about
various aspects of their everyday “crechness™ (fes-
kost) or the more exalted “crechianity™ (Cesfstvi), of
non-crechness, quasi-crechnes, and anti-czechness.
And even a delightfully derogatory petty-czechness

called fechddkovsnd which incorporates everything
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every Crech hates about every other Crech and never
spes in himself: cowardice, sycophancy, lack of self-
csleem coversd Lip l'l':| know-it-all and Ly dictatorial
hobits, anxiely [0 make a pood impression, and the
cheap outsmarting and ouwtmaneuverning skill for which
they have created an ingemous linguistic gem vwdra-
nost, This wonderful word translates as the :1|'|i|'|l'5.' {8l
just to take the piss out of someone but also w0 oulpiss,
hypiss, and overpiss.

But if vou asked an educated Czech friend to give you
a simeere owline of what he mualy believes he and his
nation are here for and what it is they have been so
doggedly plodding on towards, he would probably con
clude that the Crechs’ national meaning 15 the same as
their national desires and aspirations, such as these:

a) Like few nations around them, the Crechs have
a deeply ingrained desire and an unwaverning determina-
ton i beter themselves — materially, intellecmally, and
whatever the circumstances, and through
thesir own elflTort,

by Unlike some other nations with simalar determi-
nation., they prefer o go aboul 10 withoowt encroachimg
on other nations, and even take pains to get out of
ather nations” way. This 15 50 not because they would
he exceptionally fair-minded, but because they since-
rely regard war as a very stupid waste of time, and
view' everything 1o do with military matters with utter
contempt,

c) Their aim 15 nothing less than being at the very
top of the European league where they believe they
helong and where they still vaguely recall having once
economically, culiurally, and in whatever other
aren ol |_'I.1I1|'|1|.'|i[i|"| they may consider relevant at a Zi-
viEn time.

d} Whenever they are left alone to get on with this
deleErmmmination, I!'u.‘::.- fais] absoiit it as |'|'|-.'I|!'|l.||.1:|-..:|!|'_-.' —if mot

culturally

hien
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s0 rigldly — as the Germans (whom, incidentally, deep
down, they regard as inferior in every respect except
militarily, including theii :1|||11:sr::,- approach 1o busi-
NEss Conguest, as it appears o the Cerechs these duys).

e} They want the world o recognise them on their
awn mieril, nol as someone else’s andem.

f) They consider themselves — not the Germans —
the natural :Iii..'lllj-l.l.] business leaders of Central and
Eastern Europe which they recall they have always
fed, clad, shod, housed, armed, machined, and ve-
hicled.

g} To achieve these goals, they go out of their way to
inform themselves about. seck and absorb voraciously
cverything and anvthing they can learn to that aim.

Iy They are fast learners and tend (o remember what
||‘!I.'!}" |¢':=r:|1, |.l!1:I alh ||:-r||:: H L3 i! i"i II'\-ia'II'!lII.'!, .'|.r|.|.| hiilrll.'!lir:ﬁl.!'\-i
||'-r|g alter 11 has become useless,

1} While highly adaptable to changing circumstan-
ces, they tum whatever they pilfer or whatever is
flogeed on them into something specifically and re-
cognisably Ceech — good or bad.

i They have a unigue knack for screwing up when i
really matiers,

Which is why they are where they are, not where
they know they ought 1o be

Interlude: The Other Tribe

lhe first thing one must know aboul the Moravians 1s
that they regard the Bohemian Crechs as vastly inte-
nor in evervthing other than beer-drinking. In face, the
only people whom the Moravians do not regard as in-
ferior are the Tuscans, with whormn they share a passion
for and a pnde in a meal well eaten and a bottle of wi-
ne well dronk.
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'|'|||1|||;-||._|||1 the communist era, and agaInsl re-
rieiclous odds through secrel nelworks ol Country re
latives and tnends, Moravians fought hke hons o
preserve sporadic unofficial pockets of good living
With fine wine vintages distributed siricily among
Triends I'l!.'l-':ll!.' ||II."\ i I:lII-III. Il\.'iLI.'II slale-run le'-‘.lil"l.”l‘ilrl.
With culinary treats which included game and ve
nison when Prague had to gueue for pork sausages,
and at least three types of fresh vegetables available
throwghout the year. This subversive stubbornness
must surely be acknowledged as something close to
a miracle by anvone who recalls the despair of having
to resort o sauerkraol, sauerkravnt, and saverkraut as
the only vegetables available in any form or shape in
any Prague restaurant even three vears alter the fall of
i.'UIIIIIII.II'Ii‘\III.

“This is old Moravia, sir.” was the reply Morayvian
expatnates on their first returm visit in the velvel revo
wore gettimg  from Moravian  waiters
proudly serving mixed salads of grated fresh carrots,

lurion winter

white cabbage, red cabbage, kohlrabi, radicchio, and
chacory, which Prague waiters would not have remem-
berred having seen, heard, oo i.'||:|_|'_|||-.'|| AnmyOne ot
order, let alone st

I WM w-.|:'u_'-;'|'|-:_ Crech and wianl 1o be served decent svine
in Prague, wou would be well advised to culbivale
a broad Moravian accent, just for the restaurants. This
uswally discourages waiters from arguing with you
aboul the substandard wine they have served you, and
miakes them more likely to exchange ot for a better bot-
tle. They have to take vour word for i, because they
themselves can't tell the difference. Anpd you cant bl
mee them, they don't know any better. They have been
kept in this dark ignorance deliberately by the Mora-
vinms who have alwavs remined the best wines for

themselves, leaving the poor Fraguers what they them
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selves would not even cook a stew with, persuading
them it was top gquality. I your Prague waiter happens
o be Moravian himself, he will not even dream of gi-
ving someone with vour Moravian accent anything but
thie hest Moravian wine he has, ||._'.'|.1-irtEl the bad one
thie Py AFELMETS,

Probably the most useful accent for this purpose
would be the central Moravian regional accent of the
ancient university town of Olomouc, which tends o
have a strange mellowing and disarmimg effect on
minst Praguers who will soon start imitating it and ha-
v a ot of fun doing so.

Mozt Bohemman Crechz think of the Moravians as an
sppendage which has always belonged o them, and
view them with amusement as a liveher and chummier
wine-drinking wversion of their beer-dnnking selves,
More pastoral, less spoilt by greed and lust for power,
more laid-bhack and fun-focused. Some Crechs even
go as far as believing the Moravians to be more
straightforward, reliable and honest. This, in turn,
amuses the Moravians, who remember that they have
bred some of the naton’s finest hoodlums, including
the first communist President and the last communist
Frime Minister.

The Bohemians tend o forget this, and the Mora
cians o pot remind them. What they do remind them
of instead is that the four Crechs recognised even by
the Bohemians as the
throughout history were all Moravians:

Komensiy — Jan Amos, known worldwide as Come-
riees, one of Burope’s late renaissance great Profestant

nation's  greatest  achievers

philosophers and educators who went into Dutch exile
after the defeat of Crech Protestant armies by Catho-
lics in 1620,

FPrlacky = FrantiSek, piously nicknamed “Father of
the: MNabon™, 19th century histonan who re-created
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Czech history as a science and was responsible almosi
single-handedly for restoring to Crechs their national
identity and a modicum of self-respect.

Masarvk = Thomas Garrigue, statesman and philo-
sopher, Czechoslovakia's first President from 1918 1o
1935, '

Hafn = Jan and Thomas, two generations of ingenious
shoemakers who conguered the entire world within fif-
teen years of starting their business in the small Mora-
vian town of Zlin, and lost their accent on the 1 when
they moved their headguaners 1o Canada in 1934,

Recently added to the list of great Moravians must
¥

Kundera — Milan, probably the most successful and
best known Crech writer of all time, expatriate in
Erance, singularly detested by domestic Czech intel
lectuals for ressons only they undersiand {or dia
they '}

Extemnded to Moravians who were Cerman :-.p-:uk::rs.
the fame list would include:

Mendel — Gregor, 191h century biologist, founder of

genelics,

Freud — Sigmund, founder of psychoanal ysis.

Husserl — Edmund, philosopher, founder of pheno-
menalogy

Sehindler — Qskar, saviour of 1,000 Jews from the
Holocaust,

And to be fair to Moravians who found their fame in
English-speaking countries, one would have to inclu-
e

Reiss — Karel, film director, emigrated to Britain in
R il.f_'_l.'.lj 12

Stoppard — Tom, playwright. emigrated in 19339
aged 2 and arrived in Britain a few years later via Sin-
gapore and India.

Trommp — Ivana, a model achiever

True, there have been some achievers among Lhe

A

Bohemian Czechs, but in an in-depth interview, most
of those would admit (o having had at least one Mora
vian gramdparent.

MN.B. Alherto Moravia was not Moravian.

The pastoral image the Czechs have of Moravia goes
by the wayside once one discovers that statistically per
capita, Moravia is about 25% more densely industria-
lised than Bohemia. Moravians just like to give the im-
pression that they have been able to mingate the envi-
ronmental effect of industry and are living in cleaner
air. This is, of course, an illusion which can be dispel-
ledd by one visit to the Ostrava region. As well as more
indusiFialised — and thus more indusirious, the Miora-
vians believe themselves to be hardier, more persis-
ient, resilient. determined, gencrally
tougher, and sexier.

By official statistics, Moravians represent about one
third of the population of the Crech Republic = appro-
ximately 3.5 million against 6.5 million Bohemians.
Since most Moravians are registered in the population
census as Czech by nationality (except for a few thou-
sand jokers who registered their nationality as Mora-
vian) — the population figures are based only on the
aciual population living in the two respective lands.
Since half of the population of Prague is Moravian, or
of Moravian parents, or of at least one Moravian pa-
rent, the true figures could be around 4.5 million
against 5.5 million Bohemans.

Although Bohemian Czechs have always believed
they were ruling the Moravians, the reality looks more
like Moravians ir|;,'|_|_':|h|"_-i|_";_'|l_'|l_:|:-|:\l. |'II|:II1_I_': the Bohemians
What makes it inconspicuous 15 the et that all the ru-
ling is done from the Bohemian capital. Al the time of
writing (winter 95/96), Moravians ruling the Czechs
include the Prime Mimster, the Chairman of the Far-
liament, the Minister of Economy, and the Minister fos

ITTE: ITHE
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Businecss Competition. One might be tempied 10 pole
as not quite accidental that between them, they have
relegated the Presidency (Bohemian) to token status
devoid of political power. But that could be taking the
Moravian conspiracy theory oo far into the realm of
fantasy. ’

Historically, the Moravians are the older of the two tri-
bes, and were used o statehood long before the
Cpechs built their first house. Their first stale was Of-
ganised by a Frankish merchant Samo who, while on
a husiness trip, rallied the Slav tribes of the region in
523 for a decisive battle against the invading Avirs,
and was elected their king. A few years later,
samo’s Moravians defeated even the Franks who tried
o incorporate them inlo their own expanding empire.
camo left 32 sons and 15 daughters, and it is likely
that subsequent Moravian rulers were recruited from
this lineage

Some Moravian-based Slav kingdoms and principa-
lities are mentioned in Roman sources throughout the
fallowing two ceniurics, until the establishment of the
sMoravian Empire in 830 AD. This was a state of uni-
fied Slav-speaking tribes settled around the Morava ri-
ver. They were christianised in 831, made hierate and
economically organised, and a generation later linked
with the Eastern Roman Empire by two Byzantine
scholars who introduced the Greeo-5lav rite, one Con-
stantine, also known as Cyril {founder of the Cyrilic
alphabet) and one Method (founder of methodology
sorry, kidding, but you could be fooled there,
couldn’t you).

At the height of its power under king Svatopluk
around 80, the Moravian Empire incorporated the
whole of Bohemia and Moravia as they are today,
most of Slovakia, most of Austria, the western half of
Hungary, Southern Poland including Krakow, the
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whole of Silesia, and parts of woday's eastern Gern
around Meissen, Chemnitz, Baulzen e;n-:J L',‘lrlf-ﬁ-_li :-‘”3"
all of which are names of Slav r1r|g|n._ All |:]'|.;'|~; II--IlI I__
were then populated by Slav-speaking tribes u.:ll||-rllm "
:.‘.21:1.|:J'|l_'l names like Yislani, J]JLInM.._'i-_ fillr;rau-\_‘i h-‘:I::I:
tians, and by Lusanan Serbs. whose dialects at .rh- |I|
me were |:1_r|:-h-:ul1lj.-' close enough to the Moravian ?'Ln-
guage o give them all a sense of ethnice unity Jed
by the Inurgieal Slavonic. o
I'hie Moravian Empire, however, did not last a who
le century before it was chopped up hl.-lwccn.n;v'ml:n:
Hungarians and defending Bohemian Czechs whao, | -}.
:;Ingl!-i.':h-'ugl:d half of Maoravia, ||'||_'|::|I'F'_|l::|l':|1-|'_"|j l..'.-!'rn-;;w::r
as left of it into their own king aving it .
Mi-autenomous status, \.:n:l;‘:]:.ljh::-:i:::ﬂj:" IL?I-“I:I!: A
F— . . [l !.J]1||_|ng Liw
FAgUC, Moravians settled into ]l_"'il"ri.l:l;l.: the illusion of
power o the Bohemian Crechs while trying Lo ¢ -.-n[ -’
them and !H:tFH: them into a bearable ;u;ullbmw;;t! I:-Ir
[‘:.4:-:-.1]‘:. Adter a millenniom of this [-I'\'I.'L!LIL'!ﬂr'.l' -'II |"d1. -
ting endeavour, some Moravians think the :_E'rm_ril;: -m-
now almost getting there and worth the I.ruuhil:: 1.:,[1::5

||||'|1.. Hlll! kll_lll_ c d their ef 1iks 1'
h = » Tk ]I h.\_ 'I
s ol I il UM 3 WASHE 1.:"
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