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Narrative Analysis
answers these questions:

» How do characters, plots, and scenes create the
narratives in visual images?

»How do the rhetorical devices of figurative
imagery--including cultural allusions, humor,
and visual metaphor--contribute to the images’
story-making functions and their persuasive

force?

Political Cartoons have all these features.



7 Steps
|denftify the characters:
Which receives more emphasise
Are they behaving characteristicallye
Identify the plot (action themes).
ldenftify the settings:
Is the background appropriate to the storye
|dentify any archetypal myths.
How does temporal/spatial form impact the content?

How is figurative imagery used and what meaning does it
conftribute?

Is there one or several narratives (storylines)? Identity them.

1.

NOTE: This slideshow does not attempt to do all of the above.



“Obamacare”

(ACA, Affordable Care Act)

The United States’ first national healthcare plan

s website opened for mandatory enroliment in 2013 at a
time when the government had been “shut down” (no
approved budget for operation) for two weeks. Then the
ACA website malfunctioned.

People became disgusted with both the government and
Obamacare.



Editorial cartoonists responded with a
variety of narratives

PROMINENT ZOMBIES
DEBATE THE'| ISSUES




The 5 narratives:

»QObama is a liar, crook & a fool
» Public are victims

» Kathleen Sebelius (she oversaw the ACA
website) is cold, detached, and
incompetent

» Obamacare is a monster & failure
®»Republican Party is a villain




A main character: Barack Obama
LIAR + CROOK
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IF Yo LIKE YOUR .. WE ALSD HAVE SOME
HEALTH PLAN, YoULLBE V| SLAMPLAND IN FLORIDA B
ABLE};EAKEEP ‘w‘bUR HEN..TH YOU MAY BE INTERESTED |




Barack Obama
LIAR + CROOK
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\WITH THE ORAMACARE
WERGITC, Yo CAN CALL U5
ONTHIS DEVICE.
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Barack Obamao
LIAR + CROOK

\ )
S L
/. - Y
[ - : .
z N v v
P ey A | (N
b\

AL O




Barack Obama

Incompetent

GET READY FOR AMAZING i
AFFORDABLE CARE!.. BRUC S
HoLD ON... T’LL GET THIS. L o S
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The Public
VICTIMS

T COU
THAT I WAS

TRYING TO
SIGN UP FOR
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FRUSTRITED
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2. DISCUSS YOUR (4 SPEAK CLEARLY.
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MEDICAL IS

SUES.

The Public
VICTIMS

UERE | L CALL AFREEND
54 | ORRELATIE.

JMPLE S
ORY-

2. COMPLAIN ABQUT
YOUR ACHES
AND PAINS. |

CONRATYATIONS!
AL, YOUR PERSONA |*
INFORMATION IS Now
ON FILE WITH TiE

FEDERY, GOVERWET!




The Public
VICTIMS

[ GOT HEALTH
CARE FROM

OH MY!
WHAT A
SCARY

ZOMBIE! ‘
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THAT'S NO ZOMBIE...
THAT'S MY DAD.

HE JUST FOUND OUT
HOW MUCH OUR
INSURANCE
PREMIUMS ARE
GOING UP UNDER
OBAMACARE.




The Public
VICTIMS

| WONDER IF IT'S
ToO LATE FOR ME
TO JOIN THE AMISH




Kathleen Sebelius
COLD + DETACHED

'gv Cruella

sebelius

HELLO.

I'M KATHERINE
SEBELIUS. —
e
I DONT ALWAYS
SCREW THINGS UP
BEYOND ALL
RECOGNITION,
BUT..

OH,WAIT.

YES. YES I DO.



Kathleen Sebelius
STUPID / INCOMPETENT
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EVERY SINGLE
MALE SHOULD

BE REQUIRED
TO HAVE
MATERNITY
COVERAGE. ..




Obamacare
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Monster

BUT

wewe... ALMOST ...
AND WE'LL HAVE IT WORKING

IT'S NOT MY FAULT.. I PROMISE..

IT'S ALI....
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SOON.. HOPEFULLY BY

DECEMBER...
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MAYBE.. HOPEFULLY..

BUT SOON..I PROMISE...

NO PEEKING!
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Obamacare
Failure




FRONT DooR
STICKS A

WHAT 4
DISASTERY/ 4
VONT Evey /-

Republican Party
VILLAINS

Make the situation worse

Delight in its failure

SHEBUF AL

THE (LR S TRRTCH %
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HE DOOR 1S STIL
JAMMED... THIS IS
J\ 50 FRUSTRATING!

HEAITHCARE.
WILL BE WORKI
BY THANKGGIVING...
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