
CJVA302: Week 02

Political polarization and the role of 
the media in modern society



Syllabus finalization
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▪ Do you have any additional suggestions or

comments regarding the syllabus?

Additional topics

Order of topics

Less/more of certain topic

▪ Any other questions/comments?



Caveats
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Maintaining objectivity
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The Fourth Estate
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▪ What is the “fourth estate”?

“…a segment of society that wields an indirect

but significant influence on society even

though it is not a formally recognized part of

the political system.” (Wikipedia)

▪ Changing meaning over time, but today…



Media in modern society
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Polarization and filter bubbles:

https://www.ted.com/talks/damon_brown_how_to_choose_your_news#t-941

https://www.ted.com/talks/eli_pariser_beware_online_filter_bubbles

https://www.ted.com/talks/robb_willer_how_to_have_better_political_convers

ations

https://www.ted.com/talks/cathy_o_neil_the_era_of_blind_faith_in_big_data_

must_end

https://www.ted.com/talks/damon_brown_how_to_choose_your_news#t-941
https://www.ted.com/talks/eli_pariser_beware_online_filter_bubbles
https://www.ted.com/talks/robb_willer_how_to_have_better_political_conversations
https://www.ted.com/talks/cathy_o_neil_the_era_of_blind_faith_in_big_data_must_end


An FBI report shows that only 

a small percentage of terrorist 

attacks carried out on U.S. 

soil between 1980 and 

2005 were perpetrated by 

Muslims. (4)

▪ (4) https://www.globalresearch.ca/non-

muslims-carried-out-more-than-90-of-all-

terrorist-attacks-in-america/5333619

Critical thinking

https://www.globalresearch.ca/non-muslims-carried-out-more-than-90-of-all-terrorist-attacks-in-america/5333619


Once again…
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Quiz!
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▪ Let’s do a quiz about worldwide trends…



Quiz!
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▪ Let’s do a quiz about worldwide trends…


