
Study questions to the following reading:
Allison, Graham T. "Conceptual Models and the Cuban Missile Crisis." The American Political Science Review 63, no. 3 (1969): 689-718. doi:10.2307/1954423.

This is an article that nicely shows why theory is important for doing research (or for doing an analysis). A theory or a conceptual model shape what we see in the world and what we consider worth our attention. And this, in turn, affects the outcome of our analysis - our explanations, conclusions, and predictions.
By looking at the citation, you will notice that the reading seems rather old. IR theory was at a very different place than it is today so keep that in mind when reading the paper. All the same, the paper is useful even today as it does an excellent job in showing why theories matter. 
The study questions will guide you through the text and help you find the key takeaway points.

1. What does Allison argue in his first proposition? What does it mean in practical terms?


2. What is his second argument (proposition)?


3. How do rational policy model analysts assume about state's behavior in international relations? How does this model view governments as the key actors in international politics?


4. What explains the blockade according to the rational policy model?


5. The organizational process model: What is key in explaining government's behavior? 


6. What explains the blockade according to the organizational policy model, and the way it was executed in practice?


7. The bureaucratic process model: What is key in explaining government's behavior? How does the model see governments as actors in international relations? 

8. What explains the blockade according to the bureaucratic politics model?

9. Optional question: Can you think of another foreign policy issue where (without doing a major research) if you emphasize different things, you come up with radically different explanations of the issue?

