
how 
to look  
at propaganda

CDSn4104: Hybrid Warfare
Miloš Gregor / 26/10/22



what is propaganda?
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what does propaganda?
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what are potential sources of propaganda?
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propaganda, persuasion, and information warfare
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propaganda, persuasion, and information warfare
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propaganda 
information warfare 

disinformation 
fake news 
persuasion

?
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“Propaganda is the deliberate, systematic 
attempt to shape perceptions, manipulate 
cognitions, and direct behavior to achieve 
a response that furthers the desired intent 
of the propagandist.” 

Garth Jowett, Victoria O'Donnell

definition of propaganda
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“Propaganda is neutrally defined as a systematic form of 
purposeful persuasion that attempts to influence the 
emotions, attitudes, opinions, and actions of specified target 
audiences for ideological, political or commercial purposes 
through the controlled transmission of one-sided messages 
(which may or may not be factual) via mass and direct 
media channels.” 

Richard Alan Nelson

definition of propaganda

Miloš Gregor AnselmoCZ mgregor@fss.muni.cz

mailto:mgregor@fss.muni.cz?subject=


‣1622: Pope Gregory XV established the Sacra Congregatio de 

Propaganda Fidel (Sacred Congregation for Propagation of the Faith) 

‣The term not widespread until the beginning of 20th century
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origin and development of the term ‘propaganda’
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origin and development of the term ‘propaganda’

‣neutral, positive, or negative connotation?

In English, propaganda was 
originally a neutral term for the 
dissemination of information in 
favor of any given cause.
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‣change during the 20th century
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origin and development of the term ‘propaganda’
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‣ governments seek to persuade citizens 
‣ propaganda against enemy’s own population  
‣ disinformation used to distract people from 

the truth and create new reality
‣ Nazi Germany: Reich Ministry of Public 

Enlightenment and Propaganda  
‣ Anti Communist Propaganda 

propaganda & war
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g_DaMKUP3Og
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beside the war
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‣white propaganda 
‣black propaganda 
‣grey propaganda

propaganda used to be divided into three types 
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   white propaganda                          public info campaign
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propaganda vs. public information campaign
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‣United States paid Iraqis to publish articles written by US troops 

‣Fake radio US personalities spreading pro-American information 

in Iraq

black propaganda
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grey propaganda
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grey propaganda
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is propaganda still the same?
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well, partly yes…
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well, partly yes…
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‣boom of disinformation media outlets 

‣paid internet trolls 

‣direct influence on political parties (financial) 

‣establishing cultural/ religious organizations, NGOs
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… but it has changed in some ways
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to be continued ;-)
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