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UN: Peace operations

̶ peace operations - umbrella term = all UN missions involving military personnel̶ peace operations - umbrella term = all UN missions involving military personnel

Types of operations

̶ Peace enforcement

̶

̶

̶

̶ the application of a range of coercive measures, including the use of military force

̶ to restore international peace and security (under Chapter VII, Art. 42)

̶ Peacekeeping (operations under Chapter VI and ½)

̶

̶

̶

̶ Peacekeeping (operations under Chapter VI and ½)

̶ support the implementation of a ceasefire or peace agreement

̶ Peacebuilding - creating the necessary conditions for sustainable peace

̶

̶

̶ Peacebuilding - creating the necessary conditions for sustainable peace

̶ peace operations - rarely limited to one type of activity!
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UN: Peace operations
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UN: Peace operations

̶ traditional UN peacekeeping operations

̶

̶ traditional UN peacekeeping operations

̶ goal – to preserve peace and assist in implementation of the agreement (ceasefire / 

peace)

̶

̶

̶ typical tasks:

1. observation, monitoring, reporting

̶

1. observation, monitoring, reporting

2. supervision of cease-fire

3. interposition as a buffer

̶̶ usually no direct role in political efforts to resolve the conflict

̶ example - UNFICYP mission
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̶

̶ example - UNFICYP mission



UN: Peace operations

Principles of peacekeeping

̶

Principles of peacekeeping

̶ Consent of the parties (to the conflict)

̶ Impartiality - implementing mandate with no prejudice to any party (x neutrality, 

̶

̶

̶ Impartiality - implementing mandate with no prejudice to any party (x neutrality, 

inactivity)

̶ Non-use of force except in self-defence and defence of the mandate

̶

̶

̶ Legitimacy - international legitimacy (mandate, broad representation, conduct of

personnel… )

̶

̶

̶

̶ Credibility - mission‘s ability to achieve its mandate

̶ Promotion of national and local ownership (trust and cooperation, long-term 

sustainability)
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̶

sustainability)



UN: Peace operations

̶ recent transformations in peace operations: Robust peacekeeping̶ recent transformations in peace operations:

1. protection of civilians as a central mission goal

2. a 'robust turn‘ in UN peacekeeping → greater

Robust peacekeeping

“the use of force by a United

Nations peacekeeping ope-2. a 'robust turn‘ in UN peacekeeping → greater

preparedness to use force

3. move from peacekeeping to the goal of

̶

Nations peacekeeping ope-

ration at the tactical level, with

authorisation of the Security

Council, to defend its mandate

against spoilers whosestabilization

̶ examples - MINUSMA, MINUSCA

̶

against spoilers whose

activities pose a threat to

civilians or risk undermining

the peace process”

̶

̶ peacekeeping (use of force at the tactical level) x 

peace enforcement (operational level)

the peace process”
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UN: Peace operations

̶ Past peacekeeping operations - list here

̶ Current peacekeeping operations - here

̶

̶ Current peacekeeping operations - here

UN Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUSCO)

UN Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL)UN Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL)

UN Mission in the Republic of South Sudan (UNMISS)

UN Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in the Central African Republic (MINUSCA)

UN Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF)UN Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF)

UN Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA)

UN Military Observer Group in India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP)

UN Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali (MINUSMA)

UN Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP)

UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK)

UN Truce Supervision Organization (UNTSO)
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UN Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO)



UN: Peace operations

̶ Contributions by country - link

̶

̶

̶ Contributions by country to current ►

peacekeeping operations (personnel)

̶

̶

̶ top 10 providers of contributions to

peacekeeping operations for 2020-

2021 (funding)

̶

2021 (funding)

►
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UN: Peace operations
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NATO: Operations and missions

̶ collective defence and crisis prevention and crisis management operations (including̶ collective defence and crisis prevention and crisis management operations (including

peace support operations)

̶ disaster relief operations̶

terminated missions:

• 1990-91 - Turkey: Operation Anchor Guard (First Gulf War, monitoring)

• 1992-95 - Bosnia and Herzegovina (first combat operations)

• 2001-2014/2021 - Afghanistan: ISAF → The Resolute Support Mission

• 2001-16 - Operation Active Endeavour (a collective defence operation)

• 2004-11 - NATO Training Mission in Iraq (NTM-I)
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• 2001-02 - USA: Operation Eagle Assist (counter-terrorist operation, Article 5)



NATO: Operations and missions

terminated missions:terminated missions:

• 2001-03 - North Macedonia: Operations Essential Harvest, Amber Fox and 

Allied HarmonyAllied Harmony

• 2011 - Libya: Operation Unified Protector

• 2008-16 - Counter-piracy operations in the Gulf of Aden (Operation Allied• 2008-16 - Counter-piracy operations in the Gulf of Aden (Operation Allied

Protector, Operation Ocean Shield)

• relief assistance missions (earthquake in Pakistan, Hurricane Katrina… )• relief assistance missions (earthquake in Pakistan, Hurricane Katrina… )

• 2004 - Operations Distinguished Games (Athens, Olympic Games)
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NATO: Operations and missions

Current missionsCurrent missions

• Kosovo: KFOR

• 3 operations in the maritime domain: Standing Naval Forces, Operation Sea

Guardian and the Aegean Activity

• NATO Mission Iraq• NATO Mission Iraq

• NATO Air Policing

• African Union assistance missions• African Union assistance missions

• NATO support to earthquake relief efforts in Türkiye

• NATO’s military presence in the east of the Alliance
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• NATO’s military presence in the east of the Alliance



NATO: Operations and missions
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EU: CSDP military and civilian missions

̶ CSDP - military and civilian assets → peacekeeping operations, conflict prevention ̶ CSDP - military and civilian assets → peacekeeping operations, conflict prevention 

and the strengthening of international security (Art. 42, Treaty of Lisbon)

̶ joint disarmament operations, humanitarian and rescue tasks, military advice and ̶

assistance tasks, conflict prevention and peace-keeping tasks, tasks of combat 

forces in crisis management, including peace-making and post-conflict stabilization

̶ � all these tasks can contribute to the fight against terrorism

̶

̶ � all these tasks can contribute to the fight against terrorism

̶ 2 types of missions

̶

̶

̶

̶ Military operations

̶ Civilian missions
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EU: Completed missions and operations

̶ first missions in 2003 → over 37 overseas operations
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EU: Current missions and operations

̶ currently - 21 CSDP missions and operations (12 civilian, 9 military)

̶

̶ currently - 21 CSDP missions and operations (12 civilian, 9 military)

̶ full list of current missions and operations here

̶ examples:

̶

̶ examples:

• European Union Advisory Mission in support of Security Sector Reform in Iraq - Civilian 

Mission (EUAM IRAQ)Mission (EUAM IRAQ)

• European Union Training Mission in Mali - Military Mission (EUTM Mali) VIDEO

• European Union Capacity Building Mission in Mali - Civilian mission (EUCAP SAHEL MALI)

• European Union Training Mission in Central African Republic - Military Mission (EUTM RCA)• European Union Training Mission in Central African Republic - Military Mission (EUTM RCA)

• EUFOR BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA Military Operation ALTHEA

• EUMAM Ukraine: European Union Assistance Mission Ukraine
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OSCE: Field operations

̶ mostly in South-Eastern Europe, Eastern Europe and Central Asia

̶

̶ mostly in South-Eastern Europe, Eastern Europe and Central Asia

̶ tailor-made mandates - agreed by consensus of the participating states + agreement

of the host country

̶

̶

̶ assist host countries in fulfilling their OSCE commitments and enhancing local

capacities (law enforcement, rule of law, non-discrimination… )

̶

̶

̶ Conflict Prevention Centre (CPC) - planning and managing the field operations

̶̶ closed field operations - full list here
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OSCE: Field operations

Current field operations:

• OSCE Presence in Albania

• OSCE Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina 

• OSCE Mission in Kosovo

• OSCE Mission to Montenegro

• OSCE Mission to Serbia• OSCE Mission to Serbia

• OSCE Mission to Skopje

• OSCE Mission to Moldova

• Centres / programmes in Turkmenistan, Kazahstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 

Uzbekistan
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Czech contributions to international missions and 

operationsoperations

̶ contribution in the Gulf War between 1990–1991

̶

̶ contribution in the Gulf War between 1990–1991

̶ military operations led by the UN (UNPROFOR in

former Yugoslavia

̶

̶

former Yugoslavia

̶ deployment to the NATO-led peacekeeping

operations in BiH (IFOR, SFOR, and SFOR II) -

̶

operations in BiH (IFOR, SFOR, and SFOR II) -

probably facilitated the Czech Republic’s

admission to NATO
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Czech contributions to international missions and 

operationsoperations

̶ 1999 - contribution to Operation Allied Force + KFOR̶ 1999 - contribution to Operation Allied Force + KFOR

(later also leadership role), vast disapproval of the

Czech public

̶̶ 9/11 - active support (CZE signed the letter “United We

Stand” and “Vilnius Ten” letter)

̶ deployment to Iraq and Afghanistan (first combat

̶

̶ deployment to Iraq and Afghanistan (first combat

operations)

̶ criticism - unclear connection to immediate security̶ criticism - unclear connection to immediate security

interests + lack of public support

̶ A tendency to 'over-perform'? Why?
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̶ A tendency to 'over-perform'? Why?



Small states contributions to international missions and 

operationsoperations

̶ burden-sharing in NATO: 3C = Cash, Capability and ̶ burden-sharing in NATO: 3C = Cash, Capability and 

Contribution (to NATO-led missions and operations)

̶ “fear of abandonment” → establishing reputation for̶ “fear of abandonment” → establishing reputation for

loyalty

̶ but also positive inducements → prestige and recognition

̶

̶ but also positive inducements → prestige and recognition

̶ + other benefits (military training, interoperability… )
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Czech Armed Forces: Current operations

• enhanced Forward Presence (Lithuania, Latvia)

• enhanced Vigilance Activity (eVA) (Slovakia) - The NATO eVA Battle Group Slovakia• enhanced Vigilance Activity (eVA) (Slovakia) - The NATO eVA Battle Group Slovakia

• KFOR (Kosovo)

• VP MSU (Multinational Specialised Unit) KFOR units• VP MSU (Multinational Specialised Unit) KFOR units

• Bosnia and Herzegovina (EUFOR - ALTHEA)

• EUNAVFOR MED

• EUMAM Ukraine (European Union Military Assistance Mission)

• OIR (Operation Inherent Resolve) and NMI (NATO Mission Iraq) in Iraq and Kuwait

• military observers (Multinational Force and Observers - Sinai, UNDOF, MONUSCO, 

UNMIK, MINUSCA)
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