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o A) explanations that emphasize deep-seated
factors

e economic factors »0 modernization »0 political
progress (democracy)

e S.M. Lipset (1959). GDP per capita leads to
democratization and strengthens democracy

o criticized by: Przeworski et al.: the birth of
democracy is independent of the GDP per capita 9

e however, the likelihood that democracy survives

INncreases with sustained ecog @vth @
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o Boix a Stokes: it Is a mistake to study only cases
of democratization after 1950: Countries that
were economically developed by 1950 were

already democratic by that time

e democratization 1850-1940: a strong correlation
between GDP per capita and democracy

o development causes dictatorships to fall to
democracy, and causes democracy to last )
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1. Displacement of communist incumbents at the first
elections?

an oppositional win over the communist incumbents at the
first elections favoured democratization

2. Economic reform

economic liberalization has had a positive effect on
democratization in the longer term

the distinction between reformers and non-reformers (shock
therapy vs. gradual reforms) @
3. Strong Legislatures / weak presidency

a high degree of parliamentary power makes for democracy

whereas a low degree of parllar@e@y payer makes
autocracy @ )
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e in 2005, favorable political legacy & modernization & no
resource curse & favorable geography --- met by 9 out of 11
cases of democracies, only Romania & Bulgaria had less
favorable political legacy

e poor political legacy, low level of modernization & distance
from the West is typical of all autocracies (only Russia crossed
a minimal level of modernization/GDP per capita)

e defective democracies: none of the six defective @
democracies either had or lacked all the structural attributes

e when considering all four structural yariables, 19 out of 26 @

countries are classified as anticipatgy ret@ly Qn
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e Where all three attributes are present, democracy is the
expected political outcome: communist displacement,
economic reform and strong legislature - met by 9
democratic countries (not in Rom and Bul)

e communist elite continuity, slow reforms and strong
presidents - met by 6 autocratic regimes (and three other
cases — ARM, KGZ and RUS only met the first criterion)

e Of the six defective democracies, four have the expected
mixed combinations of attributes whereas two (Macedonia
and Ukraine) exhibit the respective presence and absence of @

all attributes
e when considering all actor-centered variables, 19 out of the @

26 countries are classified as antici@t@he@cally 9@
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e among the countries that were considered stable
consolidated democracies, Hungary and Poland
stand out as textbook examples of democratic
backsliding

e deep structural factors seem to be as important as
the actor-centered variables — at least in a short-
term perspective

e While Hungary and Poland constitute prominent
cases, we also need to examine more subtle@
defects of CEE democracies but also see the

region’'s development In der (long te
perspective a@ @ m
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THANKS!

Thank you for your attention!

CREDITS: This presentation template was
created by Slidesgo, including icons by Flaticon,
and infographics & images by Freepik.

Please keep this slide for attribution.



http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr

