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Editors’ Introduction

Luisa Passerini, Dawn Lyon, Fnrica Capussotti
and Toanna Laliotou

Gender, Mobility and Belonging in Europe

Uhis book is about women who move across Europe, specifieally women
moving from the European Centre-East o the West. Just fifteen vears ago,
betore the fall of the Berlin wall, and dhe rransformation of the Fastern bloc,
mobility in castern and central Europe beyond national fronters was rare,
requiring cither policdcal authorization or considerable risk. In present day
Europe. migration from the East to the West 15 a very significant trend in
international patterns of mobility. And. in a parallel change 1o the characier
ol migration in the recent past, many Contemporary migrants are women.
The research this book presents is an oral history ol women who have
migrated from Bulgaria or Hungary, 1o Taaly or the Netherlands, Our aim s
1o identify new forms ol subjectivity that are part of the contemporary his-
tory of Europe, and 1o explore how the movement of people across Europe
is changing the cultural and social landscape with implications for how we
think about what Europe means. The research assumes migrants 1o be active

subjects, creating possibilities and raking decisions in their own Jives, as well

as being subject o legal and political regulation amongst others. We
How do people make sense of their experiences of migration? Can we trace
new or ditferent forms of subjectivity through presens day mobility within
Europe? What is the spectrum of contemporary forms of identification in
Europe in reladon to mobiliny? These fatter questions are also relevant 1o
native! women. Through interviews with marive women in laly and the
Netherlands, we document and analyse the poings of connection of friend-
ship and empathy berween native and migrant women, as well as mecha-
nixms of exclusion and xenophobin expressed by native women, for what

these allow us o perceive about the symbolic boundaries of Furope. In

short, the contriburion of this boold is to explore migration for what sores of
subjectivity contemporary forms of mobility induce, in both migrants
themsclves and in nadve women, and o reconsider the complex set of rep-

resenntions and pereeptions attributed o migrants and migragon,



- Felitor’s Intraduction

Our focus on the interreladion berween gender and migradion is
m_..::i,&.:: particular historical as well a5 Hrc:mm:a.._,w developments in the
field of _:.il_.::c: studies, ﬂc.:n:%:&&,‘ migration’is marked by particular
characreristies thar &m::m:myr it from past population movements (Koser
u.:L. Luty 1998) amongst which is the so-called feminization of migration,
Social scientists have documented the marked increase in the number of
WOMCH Migrants i recent years, and the proportion of women in relation
to the wral number 2.::@.,::. . This phenomenon is related to economic,
political, social and cultaral transtormations of lace capitalism; cransforma-
tons that are taking place globally and have ditferent effects on people’s lives
M:m,._:.f. ._ he feminizaton of migration is also related to a theoretical re-
orientation in the field. During the last decade the study of the relation
between gender and migration has foregrounded the nr.,_ﬁw_:mm interplay of
ageney and structure in the organization and operation of the global eco-
nomic, political and eultural processes dhat sustain human migration. Schol-
ars have demonstrated how re-rethinking these relations :r:.::ﬁ__ gender
offers insight into the feminisation of mi ration Hows and the cm_..w,Zwyw::n:_
of transnadional families whose networks expund globally and whose impor-
ance is fundamental for the operations of ecconomy and culure in lae cap-
italisn fe.g. Sassen 2000: Parrenas 2001; Phizacklea 2003).

The testimonie

of boch migrant and native women confirm the central
role of human mobility in the redefinition of refations beeween Ceneral-Ease
ernand Western Europe post-1989. If new forms of encounters are shaped
within the social. political and economic conditions of post-communism
and through the Intensification of a wide varicty of social, political, cco-
nomic, and cultural exchanges, mobility and migration between the Easy
and the West play a central role in these exchanges whilsc also giIving rise 1o
new rransnational forms of subjectivity in Europe today. Gender relations
have been at the core of these processes: first, the tansitdon from state social-
s 1o muﬁ:;:i: has had 4 huge impact on the lives and the pusition of
wornen i Fastern Luropean socicties: secondly, the re-arrangement of pen-
der relanions is related 0 the modificagon of political and /f:n_,,: E,F,Hwncf
and w understandings of the private and public sphere in POSC-COMMMUNISM,

In these introductory remarks, we are asing the language of migradon,
vetthe concept of migration jtself is problematic and warranes Z::nﬂ:#ﬁ%

ston. The term refor a4 wide ranae of - ST
¢ olerm refers woa wide range of movemenes of individuals and

groups of people across regional and/or natonal borders, ligration has
been fargely connected to the pursuit of employment and the 7%?,::2: of
one’s material condidons of lite. Forced migration - as a result of political or
religious perseeution ~ has been located in a separate category of refugees,
! m‘:ﬁd,é_._ during the fast vwo decades. and due 1o the intense ,mmfnﬂ\aym»“wp‘M”pmAv._
of population movements related t the economic and political processes of

late capitalism, the concept of migration his expanded in order 1o include

Feiror's Fntradu

ditfercat forms of mobility across continuously shifting geographical, cco-

nomic and political rerritories. The present research continues in dhis spirit
by emphasizing the diversity and interconnections of processes and motiva-
tions through which migration wkes place. This volume gives attention 1o
the cultural and emodonal underpinnings of the mobility, thus valuing a
whaole range of ‘subjective” motives bevond the quest for material improve-
ment, ot political or religious freedom.

In addition, this project secks o enrich the ficdd of migraton seudies
through an empirically grounded critique of understandings of the migrant
as a dislocated and uprooted subject. either preyv o forces of integration, or
motivated exclusively by radonal choices related o the betrerment of living
conditions. Taking as a swrting point how women are moving across Europe
immediately challenges the understanding of migration as alinear process of
departure and arrival loss and integrationd, in which places ol origin and
destination are singular and fived and patterns ol integration are assumed 1o
A.ﬁv:A:}‘ VP./.#._:L— f,w»ﬂ.ﬂhﬂif

Indeed, the interviews provide us with inpurt for a theoretical reconsid-
oinstance,

eration of the assumptions artached o the rerm migration,
since the carly 19905 scholars of migrarion have storessed the importance of
rransnational movement and the establishment of transnadonal networks of
interaction for the understanding of contemporary transformations in the
practices of migration in culweral, politeal, civic and cconomic wrms, The
practices of mobility that are presented in the interviews challenge the con-
ventional association berween migrancy and loss of subjectivity (as a result
ol dislocadon and uprooting) by suggesting that women transnational
migrants develop new forms ol subjectvity based on sets of relatonships
that develop in the context of the movement. Migration and mobiliry
between the European Fasc and the West is marked, enabled, motivared,
and realized through the establishmente of these relationships, Mobility is
also often associated with the types of social, personal. professional and int-
mate refationships that the migrant establishes and maincains. Through rela-
tionships the physical movement of women berween Eastand West Europe
is related o the aftective mobiliry that defines the migrants’ subjectiviry.
Overall, migration in the present research is envisioned as a CONLEMmpo-
rary form of mobility and a dynamic ser of relations beoween plices, cultares,

people and identifications. And this has meant reconsidering simple catego-

rizations of these women in terms of labour, family reunification. ideas ol

home and belonging, assumptions of happiness and satisfaction. For
instance, migrant women may be transnadonal mothers, dividing cheir ime
between one site and country in which they work and another in which they
share time and space with family members; or they may travel back and focth
berween different locations. Underthese sores of conditions any straighdor

ward assumptions about sending and receiving socicties are also challenged.



Foditary Introdhiction

Asiwe have already indicated, the study. of myigration presented here ~
from the Earopean Centre-East o the European West ~ is part of a reflec-
tion on the repercussions of European migrations on existing ideas of
Europe and Europeanness, which helps us 1o rethink forms of European
bilonging dnd to énvisage new ways of being European. The contemporary
historical contexr is marked by multiple processes of building a new r,,:..:\,
pean social, political and culeural environment cha transgresses older divi-
sions berween the West and the East, Intra-European migration and the
pursuit and establishment of relationships — personal, indmate. profes-
Hi:?._ or collegial — across.the European East and West, play a pivoal role
in the consolidation of this em gent new European political and culearal
wnwmc, r‘:‘_.p%.:_.c@rz: migration has been a constant process in the modern
history of the continent and has contributed gready o the making of Furo-
pean naton-states and the establishment of the European M:_Q.:.ﬂ:w::;_ state
system {(Bade 1987; Kussmaul 1981; Lowe 1989 Moch 1984 Wiocevski
19345, The intensification of migration from Eastern to Western and Sourh-
arn Barope is a phenomenon inseparably connected with the post-1989
m:::ﬁ: changes in Eastern Europe and with the subsequent processes of
:. enlargement to the Fast. Based on the post-Second World War division
of the Furopean geo-political space, Western and Eastern European migra-
HOR systems were almost separate enrities (see Hoerder 1990 on the Q:%ﬁ:

Frigration

.,.‘, .
steinl. Post-1989 these owo systems mereed in a way that has

43
M,G; 16 the mussive tigranon of people across borders (themselves ofren dif-
fcult o determinet beoween eastern and swestern parts of this continent, and
this mobility has produced a phenomenon of major political and culrural
signthcance, accompanied by a massive scholarly lvestigation
B ; RS .

Most studies of the relan Tween . i i

b ~‘ _.:LF/ :_v the refarion beoween subjectiviey and transnadonalism

ce F,# ::‘?C ol the culiural logics of transnational networks on the con-
struction of subjectivity, Aiwa C as argue “subjeet

. 1 of subjectivity, Aiwa Ong has argued that new modes of subjecti-
vation are drastically shaped by the conditions of rransnational maobility

and consist of Hexible practices. stratesios - iscipli i i
sist Hexible pracrices, strategies and disciplines associated wich
g - - — e fo * N
eransnational capitalism’, themiselves connected with ‘new modes of subject
making and new kinds of valorised subjectiviy” (Ong 1999: 18-19). The
Cxpr ansnation: igrants’ networ it
, I :%..:: ol :,Ev:._::_i_ migrants” nevworks and communities and the
intensification of transnational culiural, political and economic interaction
i fate capiah Z “subjectivi
late capitalism have led 1o the emergence of new torms of subjectiviey thag
enable the subject 1o act within different levels of Toc ‘
nable the. ubject 1o L.Q ;:._:: different fevels of Tocal and global commu-
nication. The exploration of women’s mobility and subjectivity berween the
Furopean Eust and the West prompts us to consider how new and old prac-
i

tices of mobility re-conbigure polivical space, seo-cultural territories, and
¢ S, 4

as of home and Tc_::.&:%.

While political and social transformadions within the European Union as
well as in single European states are at the centre of public debare: funda:

Inrrediction

mental cultural aspects that shape political and social processes are marginal
in EU polides. We do not wish wo deny the imporanee of political, social
and economic approaches to the significant moments and processes of the
contemporary construction of Europe, g EU enlargements on 1 May
2004 and 1 January 2007, however, we want also o stress the importance
and gains of thinking through a cultural lens to analyse, understand and
transform political. economic and social inequalities. Culoure is often
invoked in the context of official EU discourse in order to refer 1o top-down
policies chat aim at dhe burcaucratic engineering of Furopean ‘cultural iden-
tities’. Tnstead. the notion of culture that we invoke in this research refers
rather to dyvnamic processes of production of meaning that enable the con-
ceprualization of political, social and cconamic transformations on the lovdd
of evervday life and subjectivity.

The present research tries o open up ideas of Europe and Europeanness
to include the experiences - in all their diversity - of being a woman mov-
ing between two or more countries, and to reconfigure raditionally estab-
lished relationships between Eastern and Western Europe. [t not onls
attempis to indicate che limits of the Western ways of being European and
to criticize Furocentrism on intellectual and empirical grounds: icalso con-
tribures to deconstructing stereotypes about Eastern and Western Furope
and Europeans, interpreting the "hints at new forms of connection which

emerge from the interculraral dialogue in daily life bevween "migrant” and

native” women. We therefore see it as a contributon o rethinking and

redetining the very idea of Europe, and of belonging to dhis continent, into
the furure. In this perspective, focusing on Europe is a way of focating Luro

peanness in the world. secing its specificity and giving up all dlaims o any
alleged superiority and o all internal intra-European hierarchies, While we
are aware that some of the problems we have been dealing with in dhis vol-
ume reappear viralendy in reluionships between Furopean women and
women from other continents, we think that the work we have done will
constitute a platform for future approaches w interculoaral dialogue i a

perspective wider than the European one,

Methodological Choices

The choice of the method of oral history in this rescarch responds 1o oo
major considerations thar we wish briefly o recall. The first is the unique
opportunity that oral interviews offer as sources for histary. allowing us o
combine insights in individual experience ac the same time as in the under

standing of cultural changes in communities and the relationships beoween
them, The second is the fact that oral history provides a privileged ground
for a mulddisciplinary approach. Indeed, the present research draws on the
following Relds of sudy: cultural historys philosophy, sociology, law, litera-
ture. and women's studies. While not all the parteipants in the researchwere
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specialisty in the field of migration, their different expertises brought, we
believe, innovative visions o this opic. Morcover the plurality of disciplines
involved has had an impact on the language of the book itself. In the chap-
ters of this book a multiplicity of vocabularies shaped by disciplinary and
nadonal conventions cohabit with the appropriation of specific theories,
models and sivles.

The rescarch we present here is primarily based on the collecdon of life

stories and interviews wich migrant women from Bulgaria and Hungary,
and native women in lealy and the Netherlands, This material is treated in
‘a‘w:c_ﬁ: ways by the authors Gingle or multiple) of the different chapeers.
The interviews reappear in various configurations; this choice has been
made at the risk of reperition, but it testifies to the possibility of viewing the
same material fram different poinw of view. One difficuley of ;nu_:‘_nfi.r
the testimonies is that they arc heavily loaded with projections and stereo-
types, for instance based on nadon or gender. The cultural strarifications ol
memory, ideology and experience converge to compose complex narrations
that correspond in an indirect way 1o the complexities in the social processes
of geographical mobility. The chaprers in this book try to cope wich this uni-
verse indicating various possible ways of interpreting i The women's
accounts are much more than personal stories. Through migrant women's
narratives, we trace the processes {instirutional and inter-subjective) which
have shaped their strategies and their selves, their ::ac;:::::%f ol the
past, and aspirations for the future, such that their narratives become adoc-
ument of the contemparary phenomenon of migration in Europe,

We made several choices here which warrant further comment: (o select
women migrants, and not o include men: w conduct interviews widh native
as well as migrant women: and to do so in the specihic countries chosen.
First, our tfoeus on women is connected to the feminization ol migration we
discussed above, Given the difficalties of managing the large r_,:,_::,: of
materials produced i oral history sesearch, we decided o privilege rela-
tionships berween women as subjects. We set out 1o document M_#.r:ﬁ., ol
}‘5,@ new social wcrors undertking mobilicy. and o explore the reperroires
of meaning through which they make sense of their rrajectorics. By asking
women o tell us their own accounts, we effecively made it possible ﬂ:,a

them ro position themsehves as central sctors in their mobility, in contrast 1o

assumptions of cheir place in migratory processes as connected (o family
reuntcation, even though this has ceased o be the dominant realicy. /A,_:T,.H
we made the choice to plice the resources we had available for the research
in the collection of women'’s testimonies — which has resulted. in addition to
ehis book and other publicadons, in a digital archive of the interviews? ~ fur-
ther rescarch might adopr a similar approach w interviey Ang men. However,
in the present rescarch, men are nov absent, ‘Lhey are frequeindy mentioned

in the interviews (both in-the questions and the answerst as intetlocurors

Frditory Introduction

and partners, whose place in the decision o migrate. and more generally in

the construction of new subjectivities, is crucial. They are often presented

along nation-based stereatypical lines and they seem 1o be the mrget of a
g ) 3

shared criticism. We acknowledge the necessity o give them the word on

P

these matters and we look forward w future rescarch aking up the sug

L

tions from recent developments in men’s studies and applving them w the
study of migration.

Second. the interviews with native women have allowed us 1o 1race con-
remporary forms of inerculiural exchange through accounts of relation-
ships between nadve and migrant women {and men). and broader
perceptions and representations of migrants on the part of native women.
This connects o our approach 1o myigration set out above which emphasizes
mobility as a dynamic set of relations berween places, culwures, people and
identifications, and thereby situates native and less mobile subjects in the
frame alongside those who move, In other words, we explore migradion as a

. . . - s el
set of aces and effeces in the lives of women who are not necessarily mobile

themselves but whose worlds are also marked by mobilivy. In pardcular this

approach has allowed us w document and analyse ditferent forms of
encounter - expericnced and discursive « between migrant and native
women, which exposes both points of connection and empadhy, and mech-
anisms of exclusion and racisnr. That we have been able to read the narra-
tives produced in different national locations has given us greater purchase

in the historical and cultural grounding of these processes.

This brings us 1o the third element we discuss heres the comparative
design of the rescarch. Comparative worl ilhuminates processes specific to
cerrain seuings, in addition w those that have a wider resonance. Regarding
the specific countries, the chaice of Hungary and Bulgaria has made it pos-
sible to analyse a specirum of different paths and paterns of migration.

Migration during communism was a political act, irrespective of individual

intentions, and a challenge to restrictions on freedom of movement. Within
the interview sample, we include a sub-group of women who migrated for
political reasons in the past 40 years. Their stories were collected both wo
document this mobility and to explore connections between the stories ol
women whose conditions of migration were very diverse, post-1989. Nev-
ertheless, whether the explicit reason given for migration after the changes
was love, work, education, or adventure, migration remains tighty bound
with the ideas that broughe abour democratization and commercialization
in the former communist block.

Bulgaria and Hungary can be seen as representing nwo different trajecto
ries of communism. Whilst cwentieth century Hungarian history is strongly
marked by the events of 1936, in conrast in Bulgaria (o satellive of the
Sovier Union), there were not streng anti-Socialisc reactions, Today, Hun-
garian politics continue o be influenced by the 200,000 Hlangariains who
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left after 1956 and formed a huge global diaspora of palitical migrants.

Whilst some Bulgarians also migrated for political reasons during the
G44_ai . X ;o o

1944-8Y period. this was not a general rend (Vassileva, 1999: 93 and has
notleft a similar legacy, Hungarian migrants in Europe nowads ays still rend

to form networks 7 ased on ﬁ:_:?;_ economic or intellecrual des, and the

interview material evidences acdvisim in preserving the language and cradi-

tions of the Hungarian diaspora. In congrase, Bulgarians abroad prefer o be
n

part of informal networks that are not so ,::::7 differentiated by back-
ground, cducation or political affiliations,

One dimension of the choice of these countrics was to explore similari-

ties and differences on the question of Europeanness, as viewed through

their central-to-eastern locations. T hey offered a good field of observation

being both - ac the time of the FJP,:L = still our of the EUL but in the

process of becomi art of : : ing i
process of becoming part of e, The question ol European belonging is

immediately connected to E.ZLS ations of gender relations. In addidion o

political independence, claims for equal opportunities for women and men

_S r&ﬁr«::v: WEre _vvﬂr_h‘&:_::rm “C.. 7:::::: ~.::4vrw~: m T;L L: 10 L:;

Hungary woo Europeanness was xplicidy equated with some 7,‘ 1 of :i:_c

EN:.L__:,‘ The history of the rwenticth ¢ entury and

specially of the Socialise

period brought to both countries similar discourses of women's liberation
equality and competitiveness between Bastern and Western Europe. Long
- o

before the end of the m:mi:ﬁ era, Bulgarians regarded Hungary as ‘the

v m - In Bulgaria, women worked z:a had con-
siderable properey rights even in

“West of the 'Fastern F ‘urope™?

e context of the Oroman empire. Afrer

indep / icr famili
peadence was won, women from w althicr families continued to work:

the middle-cluss family ideal in which women stayed at home was never -

stignihicant phenomenon, unlike Flungary.

With reg s recciving ; { i

gard to the receiving countrivs, the Netherands and laly repre.
s R AR P o N ’
ent two of the variations within F Europe in terms of their ?Z::C and pol-

wes . terat
ics in relation o migration, which makes their comparison significant.

The Nedherlands has shifred from being a multiculiural socicty with a long

wadition of tolerance, 1o one that is leading debace on dhe failure of mulii-

culturalism, and as such opening the way for the acceprance of restrictive
. £
policy measures direcred ar migrants. lialy FEPresents a new receiving coun-

{C
try {characteristic of most Southern F uropean countriest, in which the car-

egory of ‘the migrand is used o redefine |

talys place within Europe from
arg
:.:,::Zm to more central as boundaries of inclusion and exclusion are
shifted, from Southern Furope co the East.

The discussion now turns 1o the rescarch techniques we ado pred

. and somie
1 ssues we grappled with in managing the muterial and

negotiating inger-
ant women was deliberacely
openrended. as we sought o unpack categories of migranes buile atound sin-
::* i vy :
mouvatons for m gration, e eg lbour or marriage. Nevertheless, we

with i al vari; : wveral i i
nternal vanaton along several diniensions:

pretation. The construction of the sample of migr
£

sought co build a sample

Fdirory Intraduceion

marital statusi sectorof labour market participation; duration of stay {beyond

the duradon of a tourist visa): date of arrival (fo-include predominandy but
not exclusively post-1989 migrantsh ages family status in counery of origin:
religion; level of education; and location. We did not prioritize .cm‘r:mn minori-
ties' as a category but neither did we exclude e In p -actice, too few interview
subjects were found to belong to ‘minorities” within 1 Bulgaria or Hungary o
do any comparative analysis in this respect. Neither did we seck out women
who had been subject o forced migration or enslavement. In practice we
found very considerable vartation in chese dimensions within women'’s lives.
For instance, legal or illegal as dghtly bounded and disdner caregories did not
make sense in the lives of some women who might pass between the ditferent
statuses as they were subject t changes in the kaw and dheir job situations.

To gain access to migrant women we used a snowball” sampling method.

This involved making simultancous wproaches 1o potential interviewees
through different channels, incdluding informal contacts, associations, jobs
agencies, and churches. The Bulgarian team established conracrs with indi-
viduals, networks and organizations that could provide infosmation abowt
the location, occupation and status of migrant women. In practice. some
interviews with return-migrants in Bulgaria were decisive for making initial
contacts. Following the inidal chain of connections, the rescarcher 2:2&;
networks of women-migrants {‘ex-dancers” in Laly, and workplace-based
nerworks in the Netherands). The Hungarian team conmcred Flungarian
embassics, cultural instituees and organizations ot the Hungarian 9,.7?;:;
priot 1o commencing ficldwork, and initial contacrs were set up through
these organizations. In the Netherlands, the internet homepage of Hungar-
ian immigrants and che mailing lisc of the Association of Young | tungarians
were key sources for contacts: indeed almost all of the contas came
through respanses o our call for interviewees advertised in these places.
Finally, personal contacts within the sending countries. especially in the case
of the return migrants, were also crucial.

All of the interviews were conducted in the frst language of the inter-
viewee by a native speaker who was o full member of the project team, and
thereby involved in all stages of research design. Nadejda Aloandsova con-
ducted all the interviews with Bulgarian women, and Borbala Juhisz con-
ducted the majority of those with Hungarian womens in addidon, several
intervicws were carried out by Judit Gazsi and Andrea Peed. These inter-
views were semi-structured (hy the interviewer) and followed the lines of the
ingerviewee's narrative. We nevertheless sought to explore several themes: the
decision wo migrate, networks, the journey, employment, experience of fegal
and other institutions, relationships, customs, and aspirations for the furure.

The interviews with native women followed a more siructured set ot
questions: their relationships to migrant women from Fastern Europe
knowledge and images of countries of central andEastern Europe, including
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travel F.tc:n:ncx and ideas about social and cultural practices of migrancs,
Again, all of the interviews were conducred in the first language ol the inger-
viewee, by a full member of the project team. Enrica Capussotti conducted
all the interviews with Talian women. and Esther Vonk conducted all those
with Dutch women. The principal criterion for selection of women in this
sample was to have been in contact with migrants from the East of Furope,
In this way we opened the sericdy mn:n..mv_:ni definition of the :_Eﬁ::
sample {from Bulgaria and Hungary) and included in the sample of nadve
WOmen persons ,15 had some m:::nn::: to migrants from Poland. the
Crech Republic, Romania, ete. We sought native women with different formg
&\,N,m\z-.-~.~.,,b% to migrant women: through employment — contracual or col-
legial; associative, e.g. in voluntary or other agencies; intimate, i.¢, fricndship
or other dose reladonships. We also sought wo include persons of various ages
amongst the interviewees, and we decided o favour multiple ocations
within the country (urban and rural). Access was gained through informal
contacts, suggestions from the migrants interviewed, and associations.

In both sets of interviews, the interviewer and interviewee shared a locatio

within 1 common ‘imagined’ national community and were actively involved
in the discussion {and construction) of a specific aleerity: ‘the native women’
fleaians and Dutch, Western Europeansh; ‘the migrant women (Bulgarians,

Hungarians, Eastern Europeansi. Although we acknowledge dha positions

and idenufications are more contradictory and Hexible than the categori
used to coneeprualize them, it is important 1o seress the presence of a common
national background which was at the basis of the sample construction, and

which shaped the interplay bevween selves and others within the exchanges

Overall, the project collected PO interviews with migrant and native women,

Table I Interviews by country (n cquals 110)

In lealy In the Netherlands Toral
Hungarian Vosdreturn 18+ 3rcturmn 41
Bulgarian 15+ 2return 174 3rcturn 37 1
Total 41 78
Nutive 18 14 32

The tinal part of this methodological discussion raises issues of Interpreta-
von and discusses the rechnigques and processes we put in place in our col-
laborative work. An important aspect of contemporary oral history is the
question of the language, both in the interview and in the analysis of the
transcript. All interviews were tape-recorded, transcribed and rranslaced into
English:. Due to the ditterent languages spoken i the P#:rr team; we

\;b::, wrrodsecrion i

chose English as the working language {the only language shared by all

res .,,:.nrc_i These various passages between form and fanguage are relevant,
[f the ranscription is already a transformadion of form and meaning - trom

ible to the oral

oral to written even though the transcripr is as close as pos
flow — the rranslation w another language is an additional intervention in
the testimony. The texts which dhen form the data for our analysis are
thereby conseructed by multiple interventions: fiest, the construction of the
sample itsell through networks of different subjects. then the relationship
herween the interviewer and the interviewee, then the actions of transcribers
and translators, and finally the viewpoines of the reader in teying ro analyse
the accounts. In our work, the researchers who share the same language as
the interviewees continued 1o act as mediators berween the different pas-
sages to help colleagues understand the resonances of meaning within the
interviews. This was especially important as we sought to avoid single coun-
try-based analyses: instead we each worked across the corpus of interviews,
and in some of the chaptors, as joinc authors,

%ra?ﬁ:?.ma:m_,;?_:ﬁ_H:ﬁ:_::f::::,ir.:m:_,.%m.m:iinrx,,f,:::,

taly}, North {Denmark and the Netherlands), Cencre {(Hungary), Balkans

Sulgaria) ~ have hedped problematize within the group the very nawsre of

. ..:V“ ﬁ.>::_,_dz..:‘r._/,,
rrm,?_tm:f::,,_E::m,@:;:#:_:5_7:7.2:&:?L»rrr
phy

sical and intellectual movements through these different spaaal con-
m:,:r.:::w throughout the project (for meetings, seminars and conferences)
have set in motion a deepened awareness of their ardhcial nacure. Our dif
ferent ways of interpreting the same corpus of material have generated

exchanges (sometimes heated] across the particular epistemological assump-

tons, theoretical positons. and accepred practices of rescarch associared
with the different disciplines brought to this work. At the same tinie, cach
of our interpretations has been subject to scrutiny from multiple perspec-

W

our mutual knowledge of them, withour reducing them w a single approach

tives and locations

:&: tu bring rogether our approaches, and expand

and agenda m.mc:::nm and Morawska 2005). This has resulied in different
viewpoints being brought w hear on the material analvsed and presenied in
different styles in the chapters of this book.

Although the muldplicity of the methodological approaches in the analy-
sis.of the interviews which are interlaced in this book is part of s richness
we do not want to hide that it was somerimes problematic and challenging
to combine differences. The first example of this is the dialogue between che
apening piece by Braidoi, inspired by French philosophical studies, in par-
ticular of ‘Delewzian ascendancy, and the cone duding one by Passerini,
informed by the history of emotions, adopting the m::nn? of inter-subjec-
tvity from women’s studies. These two essays represent two different lines of
teminisestudies which do nevertheless incerset fraidfully, converging on the
iden ok a new relationship between gender and Europe:
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Another tvpe T e e [ N
- .ri type of wnsion . is creared by the ‘'ewo essays that Follow
rardortiy Par ali e g G
. :J in Pare L Laliotou wrires o womens mobility in a cultural pet-
spectve informed by a erieimal T
w ¢ informed by a critical use of the caregory ol gender:in an essay that
deconseructs straditional coneene S H .
" :w? the :..:r:::,; concepuons:of migration and links moverment
with ne s of transnac S evepine
o ew torms of transnational subjectivity, Petersen, in-contrast, takes u
cgal perspective as a starting poi ; : :
< Rw “.m e SIrtng point o investigate the legal and normative
aspeces of g COVITY. wltieh S i .
” ! O subjectivity, which in contemporary: Europe are linked (o citizen-
ship, ¢ - Clne whe N P
P attmes producing what she terms privileged subjectiviry
In Parc 11, 4 mubidisciph ) ) "
: samubidisciplinary approach e : .
isciplinary approach is brought to-a series of key con-

epts. Buildi - analysis ar
cepts. Building ou analysis around these themes helped us o break down

Lo b : literary studies, and the study of migration
and mobility from social and historical perspectives, We had

boundarics benween oral history,

e man iy cial 4 many discus-
ons of the contene of this part of the book and the concepts we setded on

e g v g * . RPN |
eflect the range of our view pomnts. In the chaprer on “home’ (Alexandrova

and Lyon, the analysis draw i
FLyond, the analysis draws o many aspects of the erm connecred with

space and place, signifying the privace and the public. the material and the
Ei;.t.?:,?:r the physical and the symbolic. all of which are linked ﬁ,_:.::E“
mobility and the capacity of the interview subjects o develop new ,n:ﬁ_mfi.
belonging. The analysis of Jove’ (Alexandrova) informed by 4 muli-d (

plinary approach. shows it (o be a powerful mediaror in and

P e [ tor migration.
and ; ivileoe . o . ) . - e e . N
i cged wite for exploring women’s subjectiviey. This is alse o

ja f f, “ : & T Case
Or communication’, in which Nikolchina explores

s s o/t 1 ehich Nikolchin s the ::n.ﬁ.nc_:;‘,; mean-

i & and togetherness i daily conversation and ricuals, as well as
mr.,c stereotypes avtached to different countrics and peoples in the experience
c._ :,:.n“_.m:::, Other essavs start from concepts which are key 1o nr..:\:.: dis
ciplines, such as sociology and cconomics in the case of ‘wor rm? -

Laliotou and Lyan). This of Capusso
Ahotowand Lyan). This chapier exposes the : ‘
: 3 18 chapter exposes the range of meanings subsumed

in the er * the migr; '
¢ term by the migrant women themselves — manual and intellecrual,

professional and unskilled, as well as informul care i the home - and high-

cetvity in reladion 1o

lights points of connection in the negotiation of subj
g - '
work. The Lt chaprer of this partis concerned with $ood’ (1

et} in which

_MF::VC, and otherness wre understood on the basis of the type of socialisa-
ot made possible by food prepatation and its narration, o

, The _:Q:Cnm:_:mruz choices and their connections in Parc 1 are Jess com.
plicated 1o .‘Zhrx ,“Z_n fiest three essays create a feld of comparison _#,.:,6@:
nwo r;:,:::._nj ot arrival, the Nedherlands and Tealy. in which the native
women’s a counts arc analysed using perspectives from contemporary history,
media .&:L:w »and cultural socivlogy. cach of which brings different insi thes
to the interview marerial, The fourdh adds » dimension 9u~ v :

‘, ; . A8 Present in its
theoretical form since the beginning ~ the le
£

gal one — by offering a specific
‘ : ! s ¥ oliering a specific
xample in present day Europe which is 4 sorc of w:

1ning of the possible ne

anve :.M:,frﬁ ﬁ,fﬁ 1018 :5; ﬁmﬂ_:Cﬁ_ﬂp:C @:& :Lﬁ,n}r:um r,::::»mﬂv, x:ryr a5 Mvvm—.w:n,z.r
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¢ 1dergo faced with new pressures 1o tespond toincerculiar) challenpes
; hallengey,
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Whilst all the writings refer wo the corpus of interviews, they do this o
different extents: some have more of a narrative form, others are more ana-
74:»,,u_, .:?, l:hn SCLS :»;
intersperse the three Parts of the book, give (ull voice w some of the inter-

narrations — what we have called /nrermezzi — thar

viewees, thus restoring the priority of individual memory in the study of
¢ !
subjectivity, whilst the Appendices document clements of each intervieweds

biography.

Structure of the Book

The organization ol the book is intended o reflect the dyvnamic berween
individual and collective both ac dhe level of authors and interviewees, It
alternates between groups of chapters written individually or joindy, with
intermeszs that bring the reader back w the narratives of several interviewees
whose lives are particalarly significant for the themes treated in the research,
The analytic tone of the essay is therefore interspersed with the narrative one
of the autsbiographical tessimony. The later is conserucred through a rwo-
fold inter-subjective exchange. The final version is the resulc of a moncage of
the oral narradions, together with a translation” of experience into writing,

Taking issue from three separace intellectual ficlds - hiswory, philosophy
and legal theory — the chapers included in Part Taddress the intersection of
mobility, subjectivity and gender in conemporary visions of Europe, History,
philosophy and legal theory are combined i this first part in order o evi
dence some of the interdisciplinary practices that formed this research project
in its ditferent stages of planning, interviewing, researching, analysing and
claborating the outcomes of the analysis. In additon. through the deliberate
combination of those three fields we want 1o swess the mukiplicity of the
intellectual pracrices and vaditions that are actively engaged in — as well s
formed by -~ the process of imaging alternative forms of Luropeaness,

In the firse chaprer, “On Becoming Europeans’ Rosi Braidotd emphasizes
Europds progressive potendal. Against the grain of the simultancous but

ontradicrory celebration of transnational spaces on the one hand., and the

resurgence ol hyper-nationalisms at the micro-level on the other, Braidot
defends a process of the Deleuzean "becoming-minoritarian’s in other words.
of Europe as a way of both bypassing the global-local binary and of destabi-
fizing the established definitions of European identiry. Resting firmly on the
belief in a post-Eurocentric vision of the European Union, she follows a
philosophical orientation that is based on the praciice of philosophy as the
artof connection-making. Her aim in this chaprer is o draw out a number
of theoretical connections berween different elements and themes which
are discussed elsewhere in this book. such as the interrelation between iden-
uities, subject positions and affectivity or love relationships on the one hand,
and issues of citizenship o the other. The conclusion of this argumentation,
which is at once philosophical and polideal, is thae the European Union as
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The passage from the fisst o the second part of the book is punciuared
ewo narrations from the migrant

by the first intermezzo comprised of
women interviewed, one by the Bulgarian woman, Jelisavera, and the other

by the Hungarian woman, Piroska. Jelisavera tells the story of her experience

in ltaly. where she arrived in 1993 as a cabarec dancer, later married an lal-
ian, and is now a professional bridge player. Piroska arrived in the Nether
lands in 1990, and afier many jobs now works as a kindergarien teacher in
Amsterdam. and lives in Rotterdam with her second T:J,?::;_.

he collection of chaprers in the second part of the book is primarily
constructed around ditterent and interconnecting dimensions of identitica-
tion in the lives of migrant women. These chaprers discuss the ways in
which the migrant women creare meaning in their lives and negotiate the
C,:cm:_‘?; in which they are positioned or through which they are called
fecred

account for themselves in evervday life. The dhemes we have

is emerged both from our ;\;ﬂ:zh\. interests, and from what tarned our

analy
to be signibeant in the women's interview accounts. Ideas about belonging
is a theme which implicidy or explicitly underpinned much of the rescarch,
and 1s something which is echoed in several chapters - those on border-
places and home, communication, and food. in particular. The centrality of
relationships in the women’s accounts is something that we highlight in the
chapters on love, 1o some extent on work, and again on communication.
There are doubdess other topics that we might have made the sabject of
chaprer here and our specific choices muke no claim to comprehensiveness,
What they achieve, we think. is to shed ght on the ways in which women
are moving into and within their new social worlds, through the parallel and

complementary perspectives and styles of questioning we ?.::Eﬁ 1o the sct

of interviews.
In Chapter 4 Nadejda Ale
impressions of the migrant interviewees in the host counery, and their mem-

sandrova and Dawn Lyon discuss the first

ories of border-places such as customs offices, airports, and train stuions,
Crossing the boundary between home and elsewhere is regarded as a eritical
moment in the perception of the women as migrants, by themselves and
others. The chapter explores liminal space. the in-between the designations
ol identiy’, and considers the extent w which migrant women create new,
perhaps transnatonal, spaces of helanging, as well as how they sustain for-
mier affiliations.

Miglena Nikolchina — in Chaprer 3 - analyses the role of communication
inn the narratives of women migranes. She demonstrates thar, pardy as a reac-
ton o the painful hiswry of isolation during communism, and partly as a
reflection of the dynamics of contemporary life,
many of the interviews as a central element of happiness. What she calls the
time with:people through spentancous

COMMUNIGITION CIerees in

‘wrbulenceof wllk'; e Alling on
acinl interaction, is for the interviewees equalled o having a life.
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In Chaprer 6, Enrica Capussotti, Joanna Laliotou and Dawn Lyon take
on a different element of everyday life: the extent to-which migrant wonien
construce their subjectivity in relation to work, The authors focus on the
place of work in the contemporary forms of subjectivity that come about
through processes of mobility and migration. They analyse the refations in
?_:rr some women refuse non-professional work, whilse others accepr low-
status employmene. Allied o this, they discuss the chemes of dig gnity and

discrimination as they emerge in the incerviews, and the i

Issue »L rr -r.r‘
tonship between work and family life,

In Chapter 7, Nadejda Alexandrova explores another central theme. the
role of fove in the migrant women's accounts, The first parc of her analysis
describes m_ux,ﬁrﬁz_::.} of literary motifs and plots which are echoed in the
interviews and used for the justification of the decision 1o feave ooy coun-
ey and family, and w live with a partner from a foreign country. The sce
ond part of the ¢ wpter builds on ::/ exploring how romantic love becomes
a source for ‘egitinmie explanations of the migrant women's actions and
moves. The third part of r» analysis deals with the question of how identi.
fication with, or denial of, 4 rOmantic narrative can account for the
migrants’ sense of autonomy, for their capacity for decision-m: iking. and for
their own strategies of integration in a new socicty,

In Chaprer 8, rp final chaprer in this parc of the book, Andrea Petd dis-
cusses the constitutive and constructive tunctions of food-talk’ in the inrer-
views. Speaking about food is a marker of identity and a frame of narrating
difference and belonging in the interviews, /:,_7,_:: both the accounes o
migrantiand native women sheds light on the processes involved in the
negotiation of identity between different food traditions and food Systems in
a context of migration.

As a bridge o Part HI of the book, we have focated our second e
mezzo ac this poing, a piece which intertwines the voices of the Dutch
woman Barbara and the lubian woman Angela. Barbara is 2 worker in the
Jewish Social Service, and has the specific and relevant ¢

perience of being
married to a Bulgarian; Angela, who now lives in Florence, has had her own
migration experience, Rrst :.::;;:m., het tather and then ber husband, borh
officers in the army.

The interviews of the Dutch and lealiun women are ar the heart of Part
HT of the book. They are analysed through mapping out che crculation of
intages, discursive representations and practices in reladon o migrant
women in public and private, An an alysis of Danish legislation d lealing with
cross-border rel; wionships concludes this part of che book. Overall, it is here
that we evidence and L_,r:{ the culwural repertoires and practices (from the
legal o the everyd, wi presentin three western PU countrics regarding immi

gration in general and Eastern F uropean women in pardcular. Escher Vonlk,

Entica Capussoti and Dawn Lyon deal with the exchanges between two

wornien with the sapie national background Q:E?Fﬁﬁ u:m. ::ciw_”,wé,v
who dialogically define tie interviewee's Er:w:i with Bulgarian H:?. 7_”“”“
gafian women amongst others: Inger Zwin Fw:?_.%m: E&. >:_“wwm~“.,:i "
borg discuss the multiple ,Em:m,:r.ﬁ of immigration law :ﬁmhw ﬂ,u ) on
family law (private law) arising from atempts by the'state (or EU) to reg
late H::mm.ﬂ:_c: and cross-border relationships. . T
In Chapter 9, Vonk focuses on the ::@Q:w:cn:c: 7&5%_.‘.‘9 :‘r. M h
sive representations of Bulgarian and Hungarian women ::,cr::“y : .r
interviews with Dutch women, and the current _J:Z_w debate on the finte-
FHer main interest Hes in ques-

gration of minorities’ in the Netherlands. _ e
- N 1 e g s+ STl
doning if and how the interviewees reproduce. resist, or contest the politica
mzﬁ.:?c on the “Railure of multiculturalism’ that is dominated by exclu-

jonary and racist perspectives. Oppositions between nadonal and non-
stonary i acist pers

rational, ‘real” and “fake’, integration and non-integration connote the
i di. 1 e i b

debate that eccurs with the shift toward the closure of Duteh borders and
the stigmatization of difference. 1 the interviewees echo these dominane

arees (e, evoki - distinction berween “real
paradigms o differenc degrees {e.g. evoking the ¢

S A8 Ways nie - countryl, both their testimonies
::a ‘fake” marriages as ways to enter the

i disc : noes in comparison with
and the public discourse suggest two main ditferene f

i enerality of the weltare state as
lealy's public and political spheres. First. the centralivy of the weltare state

{ .
for the strugele berween inclusion and exclusion {to be a

a baudeground 2e

real” refugee is the preconditon for state assistancel.

‘national” and o be ; : e
This concern seems less central in laly due to the structural imications as |
inefficiency of the welfare system. Secondly, the persistence of a grammar of
‘multiculruralism” that is absent or weak in the lalian public discourse de
ing with interculoural reladons. B
) ] evi li rviewees difficuley in
In Chapter 10, Capussoti evidences the Tralian intervie

i { Suropean Fas »ralian
narrating their relations with women from the European East In the Tta

lack of knowledge, repression and inadequacy

political and public sphere : . e
of a collectively clabarated discourse are combined with the farced exclusion

of immigrants’ voices and self-representations, M:ﬁn:;“ established ,ﬁaﬂ.c?
types and prejudices offer resources to give images and r‘::w, w0 the _.ﬁ.?,:”h
with “others™ modernity opposed to backwardness, emancipation to trad
tional femininity, richness to poverty, sign the divide berween Talian and
Eastern :::vcw: women. Capussott ::Q\Emi L?. use .:_ :.F.;M..T_w‘,”_.ﬁ,‘
oppositions as Ialian women’s renegotiation ,.; their C:y_:%_w M, _uma:% W:F
temporary transnational processes: women migrants are exploite ,:". -
self-representagion of Tralian women o finally become modern, emanc
pated and fully Western. ‘ o .
Similar g_wmr:x?d mechanisms shape both Duteh and Tralian ,:)ﬁ.».?::.?/
relations to ‘Eastern European women'. First, we see in both st of inter views
the notion of the "exceptional” individual that allows for a posidve evalvation

a st ; ca e W : o) i opposition to the rest
ol a single wontan (usually a friend or an employee) in opy
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of the national group. Secondly, we ohserve the centrality of genderand gen-
der roles in native womens approaches to and opinions abog migrant
women —in relation to whom they position themselves as more emancipared
— which confirms the centrality of gender in these discourses of ‘others’.
Thirdly, we note the impartance of the nation, in artculation with transna-
tional and global processes, as a basis for claims o belonging,

Lyon’s comparative analysis of Talian and Duch mterviews in Chapuer
1 further explores similarities and difterences in the two sers ol narratives,

and relates these 1o the o ailable culrural repertoires of the differeny settings.

Using the concepr of boundary-work, she analyses the place of moral and

culwaral boundaries in narrative constructions of self and other. The analy-
sis disentangles differen components ot exclusion and racism on the one
hand, and grounds for inclusion and solidarity on the other, Whereas
emplovers wend o emphasize moral boundaries in their epresencations of
migrant women, friends more often refer to cultural as well as moral bound.-
aries as a basis for inclusion, The Dueeh women voice moral boundaries Jess
stongly than the Tialians, and they emphasize cultural boundaries slightdy
more than maoral ones, Furthermore, whereas the Dutch women ralk abou
migration in terms of enrichment, openness, and universalivy, this vocabuy-
lary is absent in lialian testimonies,

Part 11 closes with an analysis of the Danish legislation concerning cross-
border heterosexual relationships and marriage. Danish legisluion o con-
vol immigration and cross-border refacionships is a particulurly inceresting
legal case study, both in relation o specific measures in laly and the Nether.
lands, and as indicative of trends ar the EU level, € onradsen and 7:.3?:@
discuss the growing imporance of immigration law over adher SCCLOFS (ra-
didionally identified with family and privace law, The Danish conservarive
government’s concern o limic immigration has focused on tamily reunifi-
cation as one of the major channels of access 1o the country; inevitably the
legislative effort entered the realm of public and privace law transforming
their tradivional subjects and sphere of interests, and shifting family law
o immigration law, .Ezy_u:.:m the moral panic constructed in Northern
Furopean countrics around the figures of “real/fake refugees, in Denmark,
State bio-power is ardeulated around the divide ‘real/fake marriage, in
which love is opposed to instrumental marriage,

Between this collection ot chaprers and the concluding contribution o
the book, the story of Edith appears as the third ferermeszo. Bruck is a Hun-
garian woman who fepresents asort of memory of ‘old’ forms of Migration:
she was the daughrer of 4 very poor orthodox Jewish family deported o
Auschwitz, From there, she was tken 1o Bergen Belsen, then in 1945 she

] .

went w Czechoslovakia, and later, in 1948, 10 Isracl. Sh then made her

f,
home in Rome in 1954, where she became a successful published writer,
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In the final and concluding chaprer, Luisa Passerini opens nr,wﬁ.ﬁ_e:.wmﬁ ncy“
sible furure configuration’ of European women’s m_:n2-7_cnﬂ.z,,_wvw ./&M _rE«(.
subjective formation found roday Z.m:m:_%sm those &:Q:‘:nm:%. :F m“”_ﬂ_m””_‘:
views in the present research — combines old and new torms of subjectivity, fro

ethnocentrism w interculturalism, this m?%ﬂm‘q :,,mr,, ﬂm_ .,__mnzﬁsm? ﬂ.rndwmf“
forms from the old. The new, promising ways cm bei :m Eu N.;t_vﬁ_‘mu ,fA,:Mrn__ﬂ M i
to multplicity, openness and mutual collaboration, 2:?:*: w;ﬂ:.%&r ! :‘..M_,: u
experiences of women who fele European, such as :,:.;m who Q,M,_.FC w_ ..< ﬂ::_« .
‘Femmes pour ['Europe’ in the 1970s. At Hra‘.ﬁ::a S:F _rc,ZWW _:w. w., : "
of the migrant interviewees on their g?:@:.m w f&:w M ‘ r”A_:,an.,W ,J, rf.:_.._w
their insisténce onthe role of emotions s,:r.:,, %n‘ 1_,:2% ‘_—_ ::,v .~ i Y o "
tribute to the processes that de- and _.mg.::ﬁu_:n m‘.,_w_.:vm‘ Ihe :y:.,:;:_‘:cfw _:
native women include both some uncertinty in M_m:_::m M.‘E‘ccﬁ_:_%%l ._:,p _
some cases the capacity to enlarge their vision :w,f.:dﬁn .15:_? f, encounters
with women from other parts of the continent. ,//.._:_m :,w immediate ,,.?.:m_:m_:.
can ignore the elements of mationalism and ._,«:_\:nw::_r: present H._w: .; u ;,_”
interviews — which often function w nﬁ;Z;J solidarity among Euroy
women through contrasting them with women from :%2. w‘_qv_w~__dnw_“_..,. m\_/m_m,_y
can) and/or other cultures (African, Islamic) — the rescarch has neverthele

stity s possibility of new ways
found in the interviews many elements that testify w the possibility of ne 3

d new for “belonging w Europe.
“being European women, and new forms of belong
of being European wome
Notes
! Jecie CRrerview b basis
1o W use the werm nacive” to reter to those women selected for interview on the bas
. v . i

of their fitelong lratian or Durch atizenship. x:q\ ccognize :r:» the e f:mlﬂuwi_n__.”m
aric as i implies an essendalist belonging o nation, &:._ &:..1.,.@ a M:E_,,@y_ ,v o
benween native and non-native. However we ::2:._ it simply as a ,__:2 :r% 7, n »
tinguish berween our differens :,:ﬁ.amw:ﬁa m._,j.:;.fﬁ? ,_,f/_;:,:_m‘i the repertone o
alternarives, ¢.g.. host or receiving, we found nothing i:.,r:::ar Y o
. is accessible through the website of the European Universin

=

The digial archive website
Institure. which was rhe co-ordinating instouton of
: TAN N T )
heepe/ fwwwine it/ RSCAS/Research/GRIN , oot
) Tt H Torne) the o - o
3. However, in the 1980s the messianic theories about Bulgaria as ‘the cradie «

el

the researc b

Civ
lization’, ‘the land of the Thracians’ were very widespread,
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