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The Snellen chart measures a person's eyesight according
to which line they can read from 20 feet (6 metres). 20/ 20
(or 6/6) vision is normal. 20 / 40 (or 6 / 12) is roughly half
asgood, and 40/ 20 (12 / 6) twice as good as normal

Lea symbols are often used to assess visual acuity in
children who cannot read.
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Do you know of any other ways of measuring visual acuity? L Z/F\D E
. - - T o Ead x. -
Reading 3 Decide whether these statements are true (T) or
false ()
Glasses

1 Discuss the questions with a partner.

o Foryou, is wearing glasses positive or negative?

© Whatis the price range for glasses with lenses in
your country?

© Imagine there were no glasses or contact lenses.
How many of the people who you work with every
day would not be able to work?

2 Read the text. Match these titles with paragraphs A-F.
One title is not needed.
The social effects of glasses
How glasses are made —
Sight in the developingworld
The invention of glasses —
How glasses work I
An important invention I
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The limited life of eyes —

1 Most people of 45 need reading glasses.

2 Scientific progress in the Renaissance led to the

invention of glasses.

Haloes are an example of an aberration.

Asquintis a focusing problem.

People with hyperopia need glasses for reading.

Glasses doubled the hours that people could work

inaday.

7 Cheaper glasses would help the economies of
developing countries
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Do you know of any
charity that helps restore
vision to people in the
developing world? Tell
the group about it.
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