Characteristics of Czech

» Indo-European language family
» Slavonic language

» English = analytical language
(=>fixed word order, no endings)

X
» Czech = synthetic/inflected language
(=>flexible word order, endings)




| do not know. (4 units)

X
Nevim. (1 unit)

My grandma has never been to Canada.

X

Moje babicka nikdy nebyla v Kanade.

V Kanadé moje babicka nikc
Nikdy moje babicka v Kanac
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» 7 cases in Czech: nominative, genitive, dative,
accusative, vocative, locative and
instrumental

» 3 tenses in Czech (no continuous and perfect
tenses):

Studuju. (present tense)
Studoval jsem. (past tense)
Budu studovat. (future tense)




Czech alphabet and
pronunciation




Czech alphabet
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Diacritic symbols in Czech:
" (hacek - hook): zivot, pekny
(length mark - carka): tata

" (circle - krouzek): nuz

b



Czech sounds

1) Vowels

a) Short:

a: lampa (cup)

e: pes (pen)

1 /y: zidle, ryba (miss)
0: most (pot)

u: muz (put)

2) Long:

a: mama (car)

e: polévka

I/y: mic, vytah (dream)
0: gol (door)

u/u: ukol, kun (boom)

Read: Czech Express, p. 57 - vowels




2) Diphthongs
ou: loulka x polu]zi|vat
au: auto

eu: eutanazie
Read: Czech Express, p. 57 - vowels

3) Consonants

a) Hard: h, ch k, r,d, t, n (+ y: ryba)

b) Soft: z JF,c,j,d, t,n(+ i Zivot)

C) Amblguous. b, f,l, m, p,s,v, z(+i/y: byt - pit)

b



c: cibule (its)

C: cas (cherry)
g: guma (good)
h: hezky (ham)

ch: chyba (loch)

Read: Czech Express, p. 57 (h+ch)

j: jidlo (young)




r: ryba

Read: Czech Express, p. 57 (F)

r: reka
Read: Czech Express, p. 57 (F)

s: sunka (she)
v, w: vaza, whisky (very)
x: Xenofobie (bricks)

z: zima (season)

z: zivot (pleasure)




D, t, k: pes, tata, kocka (NO ASPIRATIONI)
d’, t, n: Mad’'arsko, tat ka, Plzen

Where should /d, t, h/ be pronounced?
1)d, t,ninthe text: dabel, t ukat, Plzen
2)d, t,n + e: dekuju, tezky, nekdo

3)d, t, n+ i divadlo, tiskarna, nikdo

Read: Czech Express, p. 57 (d, t, ), p. 58 (cv. 6, 7, 8)




be, pe, ve, me /bje, pje, vije, mne/:

béezet, pet, clovek, mésto
Read: Czech Express, p. 58 (cv. 9, 10)




Assimilation

Voiced consonants b |d |d |g h |v

N«<

Unvoiced consonants p |t t k |ch |f

(V214

a) At the end of the word:

Voiced c. => unvoiced c.
Vaclay /f/, zub /p/, snih /ch/

b) In a group of consonants:

Divka /d’ifka/, kdo /gdo/
Pod stolem /pot stolem/

Read: Czech Express, p. 58 (11, 12)




Stress

» Usually on the first syllable:
Namesti, situace, ucitel

Il One-syllable prepositions:
ha stole

ve skole

do banky

b



Basic phrases

» Dobry glen. (F)
» Ahoj./Cau. (I)

» Na shlevdanou. (F)
» Ahoj./Cau. (I)

» Jak se jmenujete?- Jmenuju se Pavel Novak.

(F)

» Jak se jmenujes? - Ja jsem Pavel. (1)




» Tesi me. (F)

» Jak se mate? - Dékuju, dobre. A vy? (F)
» Jak se mas?- Diky, dobre. A ty? ()

» Méjte se hezky. (F)
» Méj se hezky. (I)




