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Using your dictionary

Gaod dictionaries can tell you i lot more abot & word than ust s mesmin,
including (among, othe things?

= Synouyms and ther differences, e, mistay and lose

« Antonyms fopposites), 5. rend = crcmy/foc

= Colloations thow words g0 together, .2, auburn cornbines only with hir (or connected
words, e, curls)

« Pranunciation: his will mean learing some sybols which ae difecent from the leters
of the English alphabe.

0 dhinthick 3 thinthen i chinchurch
§ shinshe a3 jinam 3 sinpleasure
0 nmginriee e ainbad o omawp
5 oinform v wmpw o amabout
o winup b

Most other symbols ook just ke ordinary lecters o the English alphabet and their
pronunciation is nat 5o hard to gucss. Butcheck the table iven in the index.

= Word stress:aften shown by a mark before the sylable to be stressed or by undeclning,
e, adPvent fa, ses tan. Make sure sou know how your diccianary marks erss

« Usage: how a word is used and any special grammaical patcern that gocs wich it
. suggest + clause (not an infiniive] — | sORGEs you ring her righe 1way

 Whether a word is used for people andior things. For exampl, ook atthis enry for
malignant:

]
matimant ) of cessen il v e

* Wordclass (usually abbreviations n noun, adj adjective, ecc.), whecher a noun i
countable or uncountable, and whether a verb s nosmally ransiive fnceds an objed) ar
inransicve (docsn'c need an object

Don'tforgeethat most words have more than one meaning. In this example, only the second
mcaning coreesponds tothe way haiey s used in his sentence:

Twas a really hiey fourney on the mountain road.
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Exercises

With a bilingual diconary, ey a double search: ook up a word in your languay
dictionary may give several possbliis n English. Luok up each of those possbifces in the
Englsh secton of the dictionary to sce how they transhte back into your language. This
may help you to separate synonyn

1 you own a dictionary, make a litle mark in the margin cach time you look a word up. Ifa
word gets three or more marks, i is worth an extra efort o lcarn . What other earning
techniques are there for dictionaries?

Small, bilingual dicionariesoften just give three or fou translaions for a word you look up,
without any cxplanation. Here are some pictures with translatons you might fnd i such 1
dicronaey. Which ones it in the sentences? You may need 1o use 3 monolingual dictonary.

sofadivan boows hooes safing hoa_keich
couch  settee wellingrons dinghy yacht

1 Come and sit on the aud relax 3 whil,

2 She bought s huge, lusury anl went o round the world

5 1f e going to scand in the water you should ake your
4 16 noca prope yacht s just a tiny e

Which defniion of casual is which sentence?

1 It was quite  caseal outfi, ot righe for such an informal oceasion.
definiton na. .}

2 Tonly said it casually, bue i shocked her. ()

5 Ldon'c geca salary: I justa caswal |

4 16 was just s casual enconncr, bt it changed my life )

Pronunciation. What English words are these?

1 fedgurkenfors 4 ot
2 Fpmsposts 5 g
3 Menor 6 roradal

Inthe dictionary enty for hairy opposite how many synonyms can you see for the diferent
meanings?
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Unies

1 Al the words are possbl, Sorne pople fel tht sfs and coueh are bt ‘ower lss’, and
hat e i the strelled “efned, middle s’ word. Divan could 5o be e, bt s
ormal B Englsh meanin s 3 kind of bed with & very thick bas. It ca 350, st
commony, mean 3 ind ofsofa wih no back or sems.

2 Luxury mast tyically collocares with sachs, hosugh Ketch 3 doublemaseed siling ship)
wonld sl be possble. 4 dnghy 3 very sl apen bos, harcly sisable or going arcund
he world. Salog boat sounds us 100 peaeral ese, sinc i covers al cypes of bt with sal.

Rup——"—
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3 Wellingions is

f

i s likely s, sinc chey are ubber boots desizned o keep the wter o
Boots e any kind o igh-sided fodewes. Boatee sugeests  kind o ankledengeh shoe, ficly
Tightseight, sl it fu nside fo coid weather, e eferring t what babics wear,

Dinghy would b good word hre see 2 abose), though saling boat would also i, 35 s
quite encral.

321 34 am

clocaion 2 pusspors 3 kength 4 bery 5 reviion 6 brother




