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Using your dictionary

Good dictionaries can tell vou a lot more about o word than just its meaning,
including {among orher things):

= Syponyms and rtheir ditferences, e.g. mislay and lose
® Antonyms lopposites), g, friend = coemy/foe

= Collocations (how words go together], e.z, auburn combines only with haie (or conmected
words, e.q. corls)

* Pronunciation: this will mean learning some symbols which are different from the leters
of the English alphabe.

8 thom thick O thinthen o  chin church

| sh in she ds  jinjam 5 s pleasure
0 I Long #®  ainbad 0D oInp

s oin form U uinput 2 ainabout

A winup 3t iin hird

Muost other symbuols look just like ordimary letters of the English alphabet and cheir
pronunciation i nof so hard o guess, But check the whle given in the index,

= Word srress: aften shown by a mark betore the syllable o be stressed or by underlining,
.. ad'vent [0, fwes tand. Make sere vou know how vour dictionary marks stress,

Usage: how a word 15 used and any special grammarical pateern that goes wirh i,
e suggest + clanse (not an infiniove| - 1 suggest vou ring her righe away.

* Whether a word is used for people andénr things. For cxample, look at this enrry for
malignant:

ma-lig-nant mehgnantadi 1iof peopie or their
actinns febing or showing greas desire in harm
athets; malevolent: o meligaosr shender, sitack
threer, 2 () dal B fumaur) growing antomiral-
lakly . and Jlaely o prove Tkl The growth s
maligrant {h) (of diseases) harmiul to life.
[ ma-lig-pancy -nansy n 1 [U) atate of beiop
malignant. ¥ |C| mahmmant tamoar.
ma-Lig nant Ly oo

= Word-class (usually abhreviations n: noun, adj: adjective, etc.), whether a noun is
countable or uncountable, and whether a verb is normally transiive (needs an object) ar
inceansitive {doesn’t need an objecr),

Dion't forget that most words have more than one meaning. In this example, only the second
meaning corresponds to the wav hairy is used in this sentence:

It was a reallv hairy journey on the moontain road.

haif¥ rapan's. hairier, RRICBEST | Someone oo A gale
someihirg (hal & hairy & coversd wiil har 6 .o

plimp ckid weh ey hgs. o8 Bhg BTy man.

T Srction of @ msomimely Aairy codi &5 1o daiene

1h Dsexdy

2 If vop describe a siuahios as haley, you mean B2l am g

1l # FECHING. WOTTHAR. Tl rather dripeeening @ Coaee
VErY INfOrmal USe an & @ a fire Apiry mhen wp TR AT
drave Ai 4o The SIRN0S Witk less than 1w minwes

[ Spane.
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Exercises

With a Filingual dictionary, try a double search: look up a word in your language; the
dictionary may give several possibilides in English. Look up each of those possibilities in the
English secrion of the dictionary to see how they ranslate back into your language. This
may help you 1o separare synonyms,

If you own a dictionary, make a lictle mark in the margin cach rime you look a word up. If a
word gets three or more marks, it 1% worth an exora effors to learn ic What other learning

technigques are there for dictionaries?

Small, bilingual dictionarics often just give three or four translations for a word you look up,
without any explanation. Here are some pictures with translations you mighe find in such a
dictionary, Which ones fie in the sentences? You may necd (o pse a monalingual dictionary.

sofa  divan boots  honiees sailing hoar  keich
couch  seteee wellingtons dinghy vacht
1 Come amd siceon the o L - and relax a while.

2 she ht:uul.,ht a hoge, luxury . v amed went ofl round the warld,
3 I vou're gomng to scand th.-r wiler v '-.|11'r|||4| take your S
4 It's not a proper yachty ics just a viny liece

Which definicion of caswal fits which sentence?

casual Jkmygetali, CAFEAEE | Someihing chai s e | wed capwdls o fus Podvl. o Gasmaldeis gn o WMoY
casdal L1 happens or 12 done by chance or suboul s ooser Wik dtgfieg caspaines: be menioeed o o fiar
pannisg wo B=r casval remark causesd 3 poiicg) § asodersl 3 (usnsl rinibes are rlsibey Thad are sgbsbde o o0 Dol :
SIS .3 S350 MERing. & caveally. wo 3 CRimal E are wmes when vou are 3l Bome or domg chosgs ojher {hap ATTES
b wegured oabedt. 12 o raher cardlees amil $EiP s o working. bt are ool ssitshle for work or decmeal Ty
wilhaul muh inleieel =) bed's cdeowl grivree af e el DCCOSIoNS. w0 SAsM0 Shirn « used 25 3 plaral itun W FEa
papsry., A cavua enchign. 3 cavually B ALY WETE VR R L BILRY SASUAE 4 casually. wo M@ owas dresses o e smees
I you are caspal you are. o7 yow prediend oo be aw guers Al
C2Em and non very tvieresied in what & happening ar = """'r:é"" A Lasmul work 15 deme jur onky 3 shori e, ssd 000« Cu
WaAI ¥0U Are doing. &= He tried i appear caswal ag (MO on o permanent or repular bass g They smploy SR
Lo T [ ST T T el T T TR T o camyal Workers o miol 102 AL .3 Cifaal foi =l

1 Tt was quite a easmal autlit, just right for such an informal sccasion.

[definition na. . ... L)
2 I only said ir casually, hur i shocked her. ... ]
3 1 don'c ger a salaryy U'm just a casual, (...}

4 It was just a casual encounter, but it changed my life, ... )

Pronunciation. What English words are these?

1 feds'kerfand o e e 4 Shband L
2 Mpespert) 5 ea'visan . .
3 MMen e G Shrada e

In the dictionary entry for bairy opposite how many synonyms can you see for the different
meanings:?

Englisk: Vorabulaey in Lse I



Unitc 5

5.1 1 AN the words are possible, Some people feel that sofa and couch are 5 bit ‘lower class”, and
thar scmee is the so-called "r{-Iirn.-elJ: ritddle-class’ word, Thvan could also he used, but s
normal British English meanirg is a kind of bed with a very thick base. I can alsa, less
commonly, mean a kind of sofa with ne back or zrms.

2 Luxury minst I}'pi.:‘:'.l“}' cotlocases with vacht, shough ketch (o double-masted sailing ship)
would also be possible. A dinghy is a voiv small, open boat, hardly suitalsle for going around
the waorld. Sailing boat sounds just toe generz! here, since it covers all types of boats with sails,
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3 Wellingtons is the most likely word, since they are rubber boots designed to keep the warer owr.
Boots are any kind of high-sided footwear, Boowes suggests a kind of ankle-lengeh shoe, faicly
lightweight, usually with fur inside for cold weather, often refercing to what bakhies wear,

4 Dinghy would be a good word here (see 2 above), though sailing boat would also fic, as it's
quite grneral.

£3 113 211 14 411

5.4 | educanion 1 passport 3 length 4 liberry 5 revision & brocher



