Czech lettres & pronunciation

also in textbook, p. 10; appendix, p. 206

aVLCJ0181 Czech Language for Foreigners



Letters. Alphabet / sounds

— Latin Alphabet Letters
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— Czech Letters: Consonants
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— Czech Letters: Vowels
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Vowels — short

= A — maminka, Masarykova univerzita, ano (yes)
= E — telefon, ne (no), den (day)

= |, Y — prsty (fingers), pivo (beer), byt (apartment)
= O — nos (nose), oko (eye), noha (/eg)

* U — ucho (ear), zaludek (stomach), ruka (hand)




Vowels — long

= A — méama, dobra (good), nova (new)

= E — |épe (better), milé (nice), krasné (beautiful)
= |, Y — bily (white), moderni, dobry, byt (to be)

= O — gdl, mdda, pol

= U, U — ddm (house), stul (table)




Vowels — short % long

* long vowels are about 1,75% longer

= |lenght is meaning-bearing

“byt (apartment) x byt (fto be)

= bily (white) x bily (l[women] were beating [someone])




Difthongs

- OU, AU, EU
— dobrou noc (good night), na shledanou (good-bye)

— auto, autobus, automaticka

— euro, euthanasie




Consonants: hard x soft x ambiguous

—hard: H,CH, K, R, G, D, T, N
—~soft:Z,S,C,R,D, T,N; C, J
— ambiguous: B, F,L, M, P, S, V, Z

— distinctions hard x soft is important for some grammar rules

— ambiguous: only in writing (on advanced levels)




Consonants: hard

-HCH K R,GD,T,N
= hlad (hunger), nohy (legs), hybat se (o move)

ucho (ear), dychat (fto breathe)

koleno (knee), oko (eye), kontrolovat (to check)

ret (/ip), brada (chin), trup (chest)

= gynekologie, guma

= tvrdy (hard), mlady (young)

= tyden (week), tabule (board), prst (finger)

* noha (leg), nos (nose), rameno (shoulder)




Consonants: soft

Z,S,C,R,D,T,N; C,J

= zebro (rib), zila (vein), zit (to live)

= slysSet (fo hear), usi (ears)

* mocit (fo urinate), Celo (forehead), Cesky x Cesky (czech)
=dabel (devil)

= cesta (way, trip)

= ja (/), jahoda (strawberry)




Consonants: D, T, N

D/T/N + E = [DE],
D/T/N + 1/i = [DI],

A\ 4

TE], [NE]

T17, [NI] / [DI], [T, [NI]

— dité (child), déti (children), délat (fo do)

— néco (something), nic (nothing)




Consonants: ambiguous

-B,F,L,M,P,S,V,Z
= bratr (brother)
= fyzioterapie
* levny (cheap)
= Martin
= pivo (beer)
= soda
=vlevo (on the left)

" brzy (soon)




Special pronunciation
— be — pe — ve [bje — pje — vje]: obed (lunch), pét (five), véda
(science)

— meé [mnje]: mésto (city), mésic (month)




Special pronunciation: consonant at the end
— d — t: obéd (lunch) — [objet]

— d — t: ted (now) — [tet]

— v — f: Vaclav — [vaclaf]

— Z — S: kviz — [kvis]

— z — S: kdyz (when) — [gdiS]

— h — ch: vrah (murderer) — [vrach]
— g — ki song — [sonK]

— b — p: Jakub — [jakup]




Pronunciation in general

— the only way to learn to pronunciation is to use the language
— try to speak czech as much as possible

— try to listen to czech people, instructions on buses/trams, movies, TV series etc.




