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however, (f 6 notlbe) very friendly at the moment and (17 decline)the

invitation, presumably because of a dispute about the fence between their

garden and ours. We (f8 have) the fence repaired last week, since it (19 be)

broken for several months, with the result that dogs (20 get) in on several

occasions and (21 do) quite a lot of damage. It is our neighbours who (22 be)

responsible for the maintenance of this particular fence, and so we naturally
(23 send) them the bill, which they (2  notlpay) yet.

'It (25 notlbe) so very long ago that man first (26 land)on the moon. What an

astonishing achievementthat(27 be)! I remember how one evening at nine

o'clock Armstrong and Aldrin (28 walk) about and (29 chat)400,000
kilometers away, and you and I (3O watch)and (31 listen)to them. Nothing
like it (32 happen) before and I sometimes (33 think) that nothing like it

(34 happen) again.'
'Why (35 saylyou) that nothing like it (36 happen) before? Astronauts
from other planets (37 visit) our solar sYstem ever since it (38 begin). At this

very moment spaceships (39 hover)overhead and (40 watch) what you and I

(al do). AsI( 2 walk) home the other evening I (43 see)something in the

sky which definitely (44 notlcome)from anywhere on this planet. And if you
(45 think)I (46 drink)you are wrong. That(47 notlbe) the only time I

(48 see) strange objects in the sky. I (49 see) quite a few over the years and
(50 report) them all to the IIFO club. One day I (5f write)a book about them.
Tomorrow, though, I (52 go) to Manchester to buy the latešt UFo literature.,

'I (53 think)about our plans for next week. What (54 dolyou)next Thursday
evening? (55 belyou)on duty at the hospital?'
'I (56 be)on duty, but I (57 change)with a friend who (58 want)Friday off.
What (59 havelyou)in mind?'
'How about going to see Macbeth? It (60 be) on for the whole of next week.
(61 seelyou)the play?'
'I (62 see) a film of it once. But I (63 not lsee) the play itself. Yes, that's a
good idea: we (64 go)and see Macbeth,'
'I (65 book) the seats. (66 askll) Willie to come too?'
'He (67 work), I bet. He (68 alwayslwork). He (69 work)too much. He
(70 have) a nervous breakdown if he's not careful.'

IC Use of present for future tenses

Introductory note: we have seen in section lB that, with the exception of

the future usés of the present tense forms, tenses generally relate to time when

they are used for fact. There is, however, another important exception: verbs
thai refer to future time are not used in the future or future perfect tenses
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directlyaftercoNDlTloNALlinksorrrivrnlinks;"insteadtheyareusedinthe
present or Present Perfect tenses:

I'll tell fr". -o."-o,, Monday i/ she comes' (Compare: Perhaps she'll

come on Monday; I'll tell her more then')

ff,*;:".,;,Ái"r,. uook I'll lend it to him. (Compare: I'll lend him the

book tte*t *.ek ; I'll have read it by then '

The principal conditional and time links are as follows:

if
prouiding, prouided (that), asfso long as

euen if
unless
supposing
whether . . .  or
honteuer, no natter how (Iate etc.)
whoerter, whereuer, whenever etc'
no matter ruhof uheref when etc'

after while
b4orc until, till
uthen as soon as, immediatelY
as bY the time

CONDITIONAL LINKS

TIME LINKS

There are one or two other instances of the use of present for future tenses

which, although not so important as the above' should be mentioned' They

are included in the nxamiles and Explanation below' (See also 4Ad')

Examples

I Providingyou're back by eight o'clock you can go to the airport to

t0
u
L2
t 3

welcome the grouP. a
You must coře back then euen iftheyhaven,t arrived. b, j

They'll drive to the concert hall in an oPen cat unless it's raining-' c

Whlethertheplane's Late or not, they'll get a terrific welcome' d

I,m not going to miss the chance of 'eěi''g them houletler late they are. e

There'llie alot of fans at the airportwheneverthe group arriyes' f

What will the police d'o, supposiigthe crowd 8er!9 out.of hand? g

Some of the fans will ue p.eity irrípatient by t-e timethe plane !4c9 h

Here they are ! Don't *o..y -i'tt gin" you your camera back uthenf afterf as

soon asf immediatell l've taken a photo ! i
the poiice will sto"p prople *ho try to get too close to them' k

t don t care whatthe police do: 16 going to get their autographs' I

It'll be the first timel've spoken to a poP star' m
(Police officer): Now if you girIš and boys will all stop pushing and

šhoving, we,lí be a lot more comfortable, won,t we? (Exception!) n

2
3
4
5
6
'1

8
9

. Called lrNrs beca'use they link orjoin two Parts of a sentence together. As you will see from the Examples'

either Part may come Íirst.
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Explanation

a Providing(L), prouided (that), asf so long as are approximately equivalent.
They are all emphatic forms of // emphasising a condition.

b Euen if (2) introduces an extreme condition. Emphasis is on euen, not if .

c tlnless (3) can generally be replaced by iÍ . . . not (iÍ it,s not raining) or
prouiding etc. . . . not, but sometimes more suitably by except uhen:

I won't ever use the car for work unless/except when it's raining.

d Whether . . . or @) used conditionally must be distinguished from the
interrogative link used in indirect questions, after which the future tense
may be used:

I wonder whether they'll come (or not).
Unlike conditional whether, the interrogative link can usually be replaced
by if (t uonder iÍ . . .).- Here again it is important to distinguish between this
interrogative use of l/and its conditional use.

e Howeuer (late etc.) (5) must be distinguished from the adverb howeuer
(28m, 5e). One difference is that it can be replaced by no matter hou (late
etc.). Another is that both these conditional links include the use of
adverbs or adjectives such as late except when they mean whateuer wayf
whicheuer way

The disco will let you in houeuerfno matter hou (:yslrutever way)
you're dressed.

f Similarly , uhenever (6) and other -ever forms can often be replaced by no
matter when etc. But wheneuer can also mean (at) an! time (that):

Come wheneverl@t) any time (that)you want.
Here, although it is still followed by a present and not a future tense, it
cannot be replaced by no matter when. The other -ever forms may be used in
a similar way:

The police will stop whoever/anyone who tries to get too close.
The two different uses can occur in the same sentence:

Come any time (: whenever) you want, whenever (: no matter
when) it is.
The police will stop anyone who (: whoever) tries to get too close,
whoever (: to matter who) it is.

g Supposing (7) may,like other conditional links, be used at the beginning of a
sentence. But then it often does not act as a link, and so one sentence is
turned into two. In this position supposing can alternate with suppose:

Supposingf Suppose the crowd gets out of hand. What will the police
do?

* It cannot be replaced by f when it is directly followed by an infinitive: 
'I don't know whether to 80 or

not . '

22

VERB TENSES IC

h By the time (8) is used when we cannot give a deÍinite time: by the time the

piane lands:some time not later than when it lands. Note that by eight

o'clock (l): not later than eight o'clock.

j When, after etc. (9) are followed by the present perfect to indicate

completion of an action. Note also a similar use after even if (2).

k A onrINrNc RELATIvE (8Ab) like who {IO) is used with a present tense to refer

to future time when the relative itself follows a future tense (will stop).

Compare:
There's no one here who'll stoP Yot .

I Don't care (II) is always used with a present instead of a future tense. With

hope we can use either :
I hope the police won't/don't stop you.

m After it tuilllwon't be the firstf second etc. time (I2) we always use the present

perfect tense. Note carefully the corresponding uses for present and past

time:
It's the first time I've spoken to a pop star.
Itwas the first timel'd spoken to a poP star.

you will see that for future time we use the same tense (have spoken) as for

present time; we do not use the tense one might expect, namely the future

perfect (tsS).

n rhe more important exceptions to the non-use of will after conditional links

are as follows:
i When we request or hope that people will do something (13).

ii When we use will not to mean refuse (LLBÍ): ,{Sheila won,t do it, I,ll

ask Helen.'
iii When a future condition can be satisfied (at least as far as we are

concerned) in the present:
Shopper: Prouided this sleeping bag will keep me warmer than

the others I'll buy it, although it's the most expensive.
Assistant: It deÍinitely will.
Shopper: OK, I' l l buY it.

Exercise

Choose a correct tense for each verb in brackets. Where there is no verb
(-), give the correct auxiliary such as does or has.

Zena(l go) to Paris to work in a fashion show and (2 notlbe) back until next
week. When I (3 see) her off at the airport this morning she (  look) forward
to it very much. Although she (5 go) there once as a very small girl she (6 notl
remember) it, and so in a sense this (Z be) the first time she (8 be) there.
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Denis (9 continuallylurge) me to lend him money for a business venture
which he says (to pay)his creditors back hands-omery. I always (ll refuse)
his request as politely as I can. H_e (r2 notlshow) any talent for business yet
and until he (13 -) I (t4 notllend) him a penny.

Marilyn (15 go) to the States on business in a few days. r am told that while
ghe Qo be) away, Georgina's brother (r7 keep) u.t eye on her firm for her. He
(r8_ help) Marilyn with her business before, and stre-1rs trust) him implicitly.
As long as she (2o not|be) away for too long, it should be a satísfactory.
arrangement.

Robert (2t go) aroundrecentry saying that he (22 think)peopre who (23 go)
to university (2a have)-Ť.:"t advantage over those who(zs--not).
(26 meanlthis) that he (27 think) of going ro university himself? ff it
(28 -) and if he actually (29 succeed) in getting there, he (30 do) what
his father always (31 want) him to do, partly because he never (rz n"rr.;trt.
chance of doing it himself. But I (33 doubt) if Roberr (3a get) a university
place all that easily if he (35 notlimprove) his academic qualifications. He
(36 leave) school over a year ago with poor grades, and unless he now (32 go)
to a college and (38 work) hard to get better ones, few universities (rs 

.accepÍ)

him. The trouble is that Robert is not the sort of person who (ao find) it easy 
'

to start studying again.

Robert- (41 _prefer) sport to books, and since leaving school (42 continue) to
play a lot of football. In fact the manager of the local team says he
(43 consider) Robert for a place in it provide d he (aa train) 

-hard. 
And here

(45 he) another of Robert's problems: he is a sociable, easy-going sort of chap
with a strong streak of laziness in his character, whether *.lao ialk) of study
or sport' Unless he (47 -take) regular exercise - which he seldom (48 -):
he (a9 tend) to run to 

!t. ev9n.at his age. Until he (5o spend) lesš time eatiíg
and chatting idly with friends, he (5r notlbecome)the professional footballei
he sometimes (52 dream) of being. whichever he (53 choose), university or
football, he (5a have) to discip[áe himself. Howiver, a selídisciplined
Robert is someone I (55 find) hard to imagine; I (56 feel) that evén if it
(57 cost) him a career^h: (?'. q") o." being-the same nobárt, which (59 mean)
that by the time he (G0 be)thirty he (6f be) really fat!

My son (62 study) medicine for six years and (6] take) his Íinal
examinations in two months'time. provided he (64 pass) them, he
(65 sp^ecialise) in psychiatry, which (66 take) anbttrei tío years, study at
least. so he (67 notlbe) ready 

!o pracise full time until he (os u.; ,r."rly
thirty. By then he (69 study) for} total of eight or nine y.á.' 

",,á 
(7o eárn)

practically nothing. Until now his wife (7l work) and Q2 support)him, bít
she (73 expect) a baby in four months and so she (74 give upiher job soon.
What on earth they (75 live) on when she (76 stop) working Í ao riot know.
But they (77 not|worry) about it. My daugirter-in-láw says trrat they
(78 manage) somehow, while my son says simply that he (79 qualify) as a
psychiatrist however long it (8O take).
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when people retire they quite rightly think that if they (81 work) hard for

most oi their lives they-(8ž earnlthe right to a bit of comfort in their old

age.
U'nfortunately, unless they (83 qualify) for pensions indexed to-the cost of

living, ttrey witt be among those-who (84 suffer) most if there (85 be) bad

inflation in the future.

'So long as political leaders (86 keep) their heads a third world war

(87 notlbe) inevitable.'
)\,Vhether they (S8 keep) their heads or not, they (89 fin-d) it almost

impossible to pievent world war unless they (9O succeed)in abolishing the

international arms trade.'
,My prediction is that providing a nrrclear holocaust (91 notloccur) by the end

of ihé century, mankind (92 pass)the danger point.'
,you're too complacent. Even if your prediction (93 prove) correct, there

(94 always|be)á risk of man destroying himself.,

,I (95 come) with you only if you (96 drive) more slowly than you usually

(e7 -).'
)I promise Í 1ls ). Jump in! You can put the handbrake on immediately
you (99 think)I (lOO go) too fast.'

lD Tense use for non-fact: supposition

Introductory note: For supposition we use the same conditional l inks as in

lc and the sentences in which we use them are, l ike those in lc, called

conditional sentences' But tense use ťor supposition is different, as the

following examples show :
She always utaited for me if I waslate. FAcr: PAsr rIME

I'm sure she would always wait fot me if I was late'
SUPPOSITION : FUTURE REFERENCE

The obvious difference, then, between conditional sentences for fact and for

supposition is the use in the latter of a coNorrrONAL tense. Conditional tenses

aré iormed by the substitution of wouldf should Íor willlshall in the future

tenses (lBf, g, n, q), so that we get the following:

CONDITIONAL CONDITIONAL PERFECT

SIMPLE FORM would wait would haue waited

PROGRESSIVE FORM utould be waiting utould have been
uaiting
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