
Topic 1 Education - vocabulary practice A 

 

1 Read the text and decide which answer (a, b, c, d) best fits each space. 

 

Private schools in Great Britain 

The most famous schools in Britain are 1) ………… boarding schools, such as Eton College 

(1440), Harrow School (1571), Rugby School and Winchester School (1382). These famous 

public schools founded during the Middle Ages are theoretically open to the public, but in 

reality are only attended by those who can afford the 2)………… . Many of Britain’s leaders 

have attended these public schools which cater to the wealthy and influential, but also offer 

3)………… to gifted poor children. Local authorities and the central authority also provide 

assistance to families who are unable to pay the tuition fees. 

Only a small percentage of the population can 4) ………… these old and highly prestigious 

schools. Various other schools are also public, including kindergartens, day schools and 

newer 5) ………… schools. Public schools that take in pupils from the age of 7 to the age of 

11, 12 or 13 are called 6) ………… schools. Only 7 percent of British students attend public 

schools. 

 

1.    a) personal       b) public            c) civil                d) general 

2.    a) fees              b) charge           c) tax                   d) duty 

3.    a) grants           b) loans             c) scholarships    d) donations 

4.    a) visit              b) go                 c) follow              d) attend 

5.    a) boarding       b) residential    c) hostel               d) hotel 

6.    a) ready            b) adjustment    c) arrangement    d) preparatory 

 

 
Key 

1b, 2a, 3c, 4d, 5a, 6d 

 

2 Complete each sentence with a word from the list. cheat, copy, memorise, pass, pay, revise  

 

1. Lucy decided to ………… all her work at the end of every work. 

2. The teacher saw Cathy trying to ………… during the test. 

3. Your work is the same as Brenda’s. Did you ………… her work? 

4. Try to ………… the most important rules. 

5. Sue tried her best to ………… her examination. 

6. It is difficult to ………. attention in a noisy classroom.  

 

 
Key 

1. revise 2. cheat 3. copy 4. memorise 5. pass 6. pay 

 

 

3 Complete the text with appropriate expressions from the lists below. Use each expression 

once only. 

 

 

 
take/do, fail, marks, pass, terms,  

 



The school year is divided into three 1) ………… . Most children at secondary school have to 2) 

………… exams at the end of the summer term. Copying in exams is strictly forbidden. Of course all 

pupils hope to get good/high 3) ………… and to 4) ………… their exams, not to 5) ………… them!  

 

arts, courses, degree, science, do research, professors, subjects 

 

At university you can do 6) ………… in many different 7) ………… (e.g. law). Some students prefer 

to do an 8) ………… course (e.g. languages) and others prefer a 9) ………… course (e.g. 

engineering). In Britain, it usually takes three or four years to get a university 10) ………… . When 

they finish their course, some people stay at university and 11) ………… . The most important 

teachers at a university are called 12) ………… . 

 

 
Key 

1 terms, 2 take/do, 3 marks, 4 pass, 5 fail, 6 courses, 7 subjects, 8 arts, 9 science, 10 degree, 11 do research, 12 professors 

 

 

 

 


