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Grammar notes

The passive: be + past participle

o If your SS previously used English File Pre-
intermediate, they will already have had an

introduction to the passive although only in the
present and past tenses.

e The form of the passive (be + participle) is quite
straightforward and the easiest way to approach this
grammar point is to emphasize that there are two ways
of saying the same thing (active and passive) but
sometimes with a change of emphasis or focus.

Active: Peter Jackson directed The Lord of the Rings
(The focus is on Jackson.).

Passive: The Lord of the Rings was directed by Peter
Jackson (The focus is on the film.).

e Depending on your S5’ L1 it may be worth pointing
out that we often use the passive in sentences like It’s
made in..., and They’re grown in..., where some
languages use an impersonal subject. Some
contrasting with their L1 may help SS to see when to
use the passive.

e Typical mistakes include:
— using the active instead of the passive, e.g. The
tickets sell at-a-newsagent’s.
— 5§ thinking they always have to use by (somebody)
when they make a passive sentence.
— problems of form, e.g. leaving out the verb be or not
using the participle correctly.
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4 Vocabulary

b

1 the soundirack

4 the film crew
5 on location
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-2 the director
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6 Listening
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