AUSTRALIA INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

EARLY COLONIZATION OF THE PACIFIC
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THE DREAMTIME AND THE DREAMING

The Dreamtime is often used to describe ‘the time before
when the Earth, humans and animals were created. Durin
Dreamtime, ancestral spirits came to Earth and created th
landforms, animals and plants. The stories tell how the an
spirits moved through the land creating rivers, lakes and

mountains.

The Dreaming has different meanings for different Abor
people. It is a complex network of knowledge, faith and pra
that derive from the stories of creation, dominating the sp
and physical aspects of Aboriginal life.
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Disclaimer: This map indicates only the general
location of larger groupings of people, which may
include smaller groups such as clans, dialects or
individual languages in a group. The boundaries
are not intended to be exact. This map is not
suitable for use in native title or other land claims.
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