Phonetics and Phonology
FF1B
Lecture 8  Worksheet

ASPECTS  OF  CONNECTED  SPEECH   III

ELISION

Print this worksheet and bring it with you to the lecture.
· Practical definition:
under certain circumstances sounds disappear, ie in certain circumstances a phoneme may have zero realisation

Examples in Czech
srdce /srce/
     jablko /japko/     džbán /ʒba:n/     dcera /cera/     francouzština /francouʃtina/

1. Historical elision

- proper nouns

Gloucester /                /     Worcester /                   /!!!     Leicester /                 /

- consonant clusters

	WH-
	where /weə/     when /wen/

	WH-
	who /hu:/     whole /həʊl/

	WR-
	wrong /rɒŋ/     write /raІt/

	KN-
	know /nəʊ/     knife /naІf/    

	PS-
	psychic /saІkІk/     psalm /sɑ:m/

	PN-
	pneumonia /nju:ˈməʊnІə/

	
	

	-STL-
	castle /kɑ:sl/     whistle /wІsl/

	-STN-
	fasten /fɑ:sn/    chestnat /tʃesn∧t/

	
	

	-MB
	climb /klaІm/    bomb /bɒm/

	-MN
	hymn /hІm/     column /kɒləm/

	-BT
	doubt /daʊt/     debt /det/

	-PT
	receipt /rІˈsi:t/


2. Colloquial elision

VOWELS

- loss of weak vowel after /p,t,k/

    /pˈteІtəʊ/, /tˈmɑ:təʊ/, /pˈhæps/

- weak vowel + /n,l,r/ becomes a syllabic consonant

   tonight /tˈnaІt/, national /næʃnl̩/, correct /kˈrekt/

CONSONANTS

- /t,d/ in clusters

   acts /æks/,   mostly /məʊsli/,  landlady /lænleІdІ/,   grandmother /grænm∧ðə/

- other consonants in clusters

   months /m∧ns/,  clothes /kləʊz/

- /t/ at word boundaries

   last night /lɑ:s naІt/,   just now /dʒ∧s naʊ/

- loss of final /v/ in “of” before consonants

   lots of them /lɒts ə ðəm/,   waste of money /weІst ə m∧ni/

CONTRACTIONS

= a special case; some experts do, some don’t regard them as cases of elision

- “had” --> ‘d :  /d/, /əd/

   “not” --> n’t : /nt/

   “ are” --> ‘re : /ə/, etc.

---------------------------------------------
3. No elision

what time /wɒt taІm/,   fresh shirt /freʃ ʃ3:t/,   half full /hɑ:f fʊl/,   with this /wІð ðІs/

- these sounds get articulated but are given no audible realisation, ie you “hold the first consonant but don’t release it until you articulater the other (following) consonant
The following exercises have been taken from 
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1 Optional sounds are sounds which are pronounced by some speakers or on
some occasions, but are omitted by other speakers or on other occasions. In
LPD they are indicated in two ways: by itafics and by raised letters.

2 Sounds shown in italics are sounds which the foreign learner is
recommended to include (although native speakers sometimes omit them).
They denote sounds which may optionally be elided (omitted).
tunch 'lansf  Some say lant, others say lanf

LPD recommends lantf
bacon 'betk an Some say 'beik an, otherssay 'beik n. LPD recommends
"berk an

3 Sounds shown with raised letters are sounds which the foreign learner is
recommended to ignore (although native speakers sometimes include
them). They denote sounds which may optionally be inserted.
tence fen's Some say fens, otherssay fents. LPD recommends fens.
sadden 's&d'n Some say 'siedn, others say 'sedon. LPD recommends

‘siedn

o%m&%ﬁm be Emmaun Itids ER n miw ek smonmﬁm ic Om nmE
o ammﬂ& anm&u f

EXERCISE 23

AIM: TO IDENTIFY THE FULL AND ELIDED PRONUNCIATION OF WORDS WHEN YOU HEAR
THEM.

a. The words below all have a sound which can be elided
(omitted, deleted). Listen to the cassette: each word is spoken
twice, first in full, and then with elision.

in full with elision
1. French frentf frenf
2. plunge plandz plan3
3. stamped stempt stemt
4. tangerine t®nd3 e 'riin tenz e 'rimn
5, tasteful "teist ful ‘tes ful
6. kindness ‘kaind nas ‘karn nas
7. awaken 2 'wetk an 2 'wertk n

b. Listen to the words on the cassette. For each word circle the
appropriate transcription in a. above.

!

t
}
1

OPTIONAL SOUNDS

EXERCISES 25-26

AIM: TO UNDERSTAND THE CONDITIONS IN WHICH ELISION OF CONSONANTS TAKES PLAGE,
AND SO TO PREDICT WHEN ELISION MAY TAKE PLACE.

TO SAY AND TRANSCRIBE FULL AND ELIDED FORMS.

M - Elision of consonants . §: .

ina mw:m_&m :

ay bé elided in :a eg: r:.c_u lanitf; 1anf. -

ay’'be mrmom inndzie.g, strange stremds, m:m:&

“p may:be m_amm in mips, mpteg: jumped d3ampt, auiﬁ
t'may be’ mrmmn innits " e,g. conterits kon tents, ‘kpn tens
“k'may be mrmm& in ks, nkt: ez, lynx Iiks, ligs® ‘
>w gm mzﬂ ‘of a m%_ﬂwEm. t'andd Eww be elided vmmoam a -

nEww
nd less noBBOSG 5 E 5 5 ot : _
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EXERCISE 25

l Say and transcribe the following words in their full form, and

with elision. You can check the pronunciation on the cassette,
and the transcription in the key.

in full with elision

=

pinch
bandstand
camped

e

. wistful
softness
textbook
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EXERCISE 26

Four of the following words can exhibit elision. Circle those
words.

softly softer customer lounge firstly judged
lateness wasteful
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I Most syllables contain a vowel sound. Sometimes, though, a syllable
consists only of a consonant (or consonants). If so, this consonant (or one
of them) is a nasal (usually n) or liquid (i or, especially in AmE, 1). For
example, in the usual pronunciation of suddenly 'sadnli, the second
syllable consists of n alone. Such a consonant is called a syllabic consonant.

Instead of a syllabic consonant it is always possible to pronounce a vowel
5 plus an ordinary (non-syllabic) consonant. Thus it is possible, though not
usual, to say ‘sadonli rather than 'sadnli.

EXERCISE 29

AIM: TO RECOGNISE SYLLABLES CONTAINING A SYLLABIC CONSONANT OR
VOWEL + CONSONANT, WHEN YOU HEAR AND SEE THEM.

a. The words below all have a main pronunciation with a
syllabic consonant. Listen to the cassette: each word is

spoken twice, first with a syllabic consonant, and then with a
vowel + consonant.

syllabic consonant vowel + consonant
1. suddenly ‘sad n i ‘sad an li
2. Britain ‘brit n 'brit an
3. frightening 'frart n 1 'frait an 1
4. hidden 'hid n ‘hid an
5. medal ‘med 1 ‘med al
6. needlework 'nixd 1 watk 'nizd ol watk
7. cattle ket ] 'kt 3l
8. petals 'pet 1z ‘pet olz
9. panel ‘pen | ‘paen ol
10. softener 'sof na ‘sof an 2
11. station ‘stet fn ‘ste1 fan
12. fastened 'fazs nd 'fazs oand

b. Listen to the words on the cassette. For each word, circle the
appropriate transcription in a. above.
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Sometimes a sequence of sounds in English has two possible pronuncia-
tions: either as two separate syllables, or compressed into a single syllable.
Possible compressions are shown in LPD by the symbot between the
syllables affected. -

E.g. lenfent 'lini ont Two pronunciations are possible: a slower one

‘liniant, and a faster one 'limn jont.
diagram 'dai sgrem  Two pronunciations are possible: a slower one
‘datagrem, and a faster one 'dasgrem. *
maddentng 'mad°n 1y Two pronunciations are possible: a slower one
with three syllables, 'mad ng or 'maden1n, and
a faster one with two syllables, 'mad mp

Generally the uncompressed version is more usual

@ in rarer words

@ in slow or deliberate speech

@ the first time the word occurs in a discourse.

The compressed pronunciation is more usual

@ in frequently-used words

@ in fast or casual speech

@ if the word has already been used in the discourse.

Compression involving a consenant
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