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Phonetics and Phonology 

FF1B 

 

Lecture 2  Worksheet 

 
CLASSIFICATION  OF  SOUNDS  -  CONSONANTS 

 

 
This is an overview of the consonant phonemes in English (and the key to ex. 4): 
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Glottal  stop / Ȥ / 
Though frequently used by speakers of RP (especially in rapid colloquial speech), the glottal 

stop is not considered a significant sound in that it cannot change the meaning of a word. 

Thus it is not given phonemic status and does not figure on the phonemic chart. 

 

The glottal stop is a plosive produced by a complete block to the air stream at the glottis. The 

air pressure is then suddenly released. The stop itself is perceived as a silence beginning with 
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the sudden cessation of the previous sound and ended by the sudden onset of the following 

sound. 

It can be described as an unvoiced glottal plosive (or stop), and is denoted by the symbol /Ȥ/. 

 

The glottal stop can be used: 

1. to give emphasis to a syllable beginning with a vowel, eg  Am I? /Ȥæm aІ/, It’s easy! 

/ІtsȤ i:zi/; 
2. between adjacent vowels belonging to different syllables (instead of a glide), eg co-

operate /kǩȚȤǢpǩreІt/; 

3. to avoid an intrusive /r/, eg I saw it /... ȤІt/ 
4. to replace an unvoiced plosive, mostly /t/ but also /p,k/ at the end of words, eg what 

/wǢȤ/, shock /ȓǢȤ/, etc. 

 

You will notice the occurrence of /Ȥ/ in authentic listening material and amongst many native 

speakers.  

It is worth practising in context at the same time as practising the articulation it is replacing.  

 

Do not forget though that it is a common feature of rapid speech and would sound unnatural 

when speaking slowly and carefully. 

 


