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Exercise 3.10 Transcribe the following passage, including all we have seen so far, with
special attention to weak forms.

The man who was arrested was known as Harold Fox and it was assumed that the
name Lord Charles had been an alias to hide his true identity. An announcement
was made in the newspapers and 15 women came forward to admit that they too
had been victims of such a crime. It appeared that Mr Fox had used a selection
of names and that all of his characters had similar histories. Despite Mr Fox’s ada-
mant denial of the offence, an identity parade was arranged and eight of the victims
positively identified him as the person who had tricked them out of their possessions.
Throughout the whole trial, Mr Fox maintained his innocence, claiming that he was
able to prove that he was not the person who had committed those crimes, regardless
of which, he was found guilty on several counts of dishonesty. Distraught and in
disbelief, Mr Fox was taken to the cells where he continued to claim that there
was a miscarriage of justice and that his innocence could be proven. He wrote to
the Home Office, the prison governor and the chief of police for the entire 14
years of his sentence but to no avail. Eventually, he was released from gaol and
re-entered the world, an older and much weaker man. Nevertheless, he persevered
in his mission to clear his name and made every effort to contact the authorities.
Again no one listened. Several months after his release from prison, he was
approached by a young woman he had never seen before. She began accusing him
of having taken her jewellery. He was arrested immediately and this time he was
sentenced to 20 years. As the days turned into weeks and the weeks into months,
Mr Fox gradually gave up his fight and began to accept that it was God’s will
that he should suffer for what he hadn’t done. Then, out of the blue, it was reported
in a newspaper that a man had been arrested for stealing jewellery from young
women. This man had admitted to assuming the name of Lord Charles and
others, thus proving that Mr Fox had been innocent all the time. Research into
the case shortly after showed that Mr Fox had been in Peru at the time of the
original offences and could not, by any stretch of the imagination, have been respon-
sible for the crimes he had been punished for. Mr Fox received some compensation
for the miscarriage of justice, but perhaps more importantly, a court of appeal was
established in Great Britain for the first time.



