Phonetics and Phonology
Spring 2007

Exercise Il part 1
Transcribe the following passage in the space provided below (pay special attention to weak

forms).
Then check it with the key at the bottom of the page.

I have lived in London for ten years now. It seems such a long time, when I actually
stop and think about it. Ten years! More than a third of my life. When I think of
home however, Sheldon always comes to mind — a tiny village in the heart of the
Blackdown Hills, hidden in the depths of Devon. I love going home at this time
of year. Spring is maturing like an adolescent girl; the leaves unfurling, modestly
extending their fresh, green growth. The fields reverberate with the hesitant bleating
of newborn lambs and the hedges and trees are filled with the expectant rustle of new
life in creation.
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Exercise Il part 2 . ‘
Transcribe the following passage in the space provided below (pay special attention to weak

Jforms).
Then check it with the key at the bottom of the page.

~ London, however, remains obl
buried in ourselves. There are delays on the N
some station makes all trains
office shouts in your face. The
market, mouths watering in a
the road to post a letter.

ivious to the fertility of spring. We are
orthern Line again. A signal failure at
late. The Big Issue vendor at the underground ticket
crowds push and shove in the direction of the super-
nticipation of their evening meal. I take a walk down
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Exercise I1 part 3
Transcribe the following passage in the space provided below (pay special attention to weak

forms).

Then check it with the key at the bottom of the page.

_ London kills me. Red buses shuddering past me, belching
thick smoke which clings to the back of my throat. In this city, you learn to walk
fast, avoid all eye-contact and maintain the air of someone on an errand. It’s
called self-preservation. If you slow down, or catch a stranger’s eye, then who
knows what might happen? It is safer to remain within the bubble of anonymity.
I want to go home — my home — where. I can sit under the eucalyptus tree in the

dusk and watch the horizon darken as the sun sets and the bats start their nightly
hunt for juicy insects.
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