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The moral/religious
model of Disability: 

Disability as an
act of God

The Medical Model: 
Disability as a 

Disease

The Social Model: 
Disability as a 

socially 
constructed 

phenomenon

The Identity Model: 
Disability as an 

identity

The Human Rights 
Model: Disability 

as a human rights 
issue

The Cultural Model:  
Disability as 

culture

The Economic 
Model: Disability 
as a challenge to 

productivity

The Charity Model: 
Disability as 
Victimhood

The Limits Model: 
Disability as 

embodied 
experience 
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▪ Disabilities is an umbrella term, 
covering impairments, activity 
limitations, and participation 
restrictions. 

▪ An impairment is a problem in 
body function or structure; 

▪ An activity limitation is a 
difficulty encountered by an 
individual in executing a task or 
action; 

▪ while a participation restriction 
is a problem experienced by an 
individual in involvement in life 
situations. 



▪ Disability is thus not 
just a health problem. 
It is a complex 
phenomenon, 
reflecting the 
interaction between 
features of a person’s 
body and features of 
the society in which he 
or she lives. 
Overcoming the 
difficulties faced by 
people with disabilities 
requires interventions 
to remove 
environmental and 
social barriers. 








