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Are you a successful language learner?

[bookmark: _GoBack]1. Discuss the questions in small groups.

· What makes a successful language learner? Natural talent? Or hard work?
· How successful are you at learning languages?


2. Work in pairs. Discuss what you would do in the situations below – be honest! 
Make notes on your partner's answers in the box on the right.
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Your teacher will give you the answer key when you have finished. Use the key to give your partner a score. Check the meaning of the score – do you agree?

Answer key

Using your notes, score your partner’s answers using the key below. You can score your partner for more than one answer. For example, if they gave two good ideas for question 1, they can score points for both: +3 and +2 = +5 (total points) But if they gave one good idea and one bad idea, you need to add (+) and subtract (-) points: +3 and -2 = +1 (total points).
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3. Look again at the good ideas in the answer key. Discuss the questions in pairs.

· Which ideas would you like to try in the future?
· What else could you do to become a more successful language learner?








[image: LL5]

Adapted from Delta Downloads: Photocopiables, J Anderson, Delta Publishing, 2016

Studijní materiál byl vytvořen za podpory projektu MUNI/FR/1199/2019.

image1.png
Situation Your partner’s ideas

1

Your teacher gives you a dificulttext to read with five:
‘comprehension questions to answer. It includes lots of
words you don't know. You have a dictionary. What do
youdo?

You are n a cafe and someone infroduces youto a
Britsh friend called Helen. She speaks very fast, and
you can't understand what she says. What do you do?

Your teacher gives you a speaking activity to do in
pairs. There are 3 questions and you have 5 minutes.
You have to talk about your family. What do you do?

Yourteacher is giving you lots of new vocabulary every
day, and you are finding it dificultto leam al the words
What do you do?

Your teacher gives you a dificult grammer exercise
from the coursebook. Then she asks you to check your
‘answers in pairs. You and your partner have very
different answers. What do you do?

You are finding listening particulariy difficult in your
English lessons. Fortunately you have one hour free
every day for practice. What do you do with this time?
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Hmm_._ looks fike you need some help with language leaming. Read the Good ideas in the answer key
and try them out. The good news s - there is definitly plenty of room for improvement!

Not bad. You have some good ideas, but you can defiitely improve on these. Try the good ideas i the
answer key, and ask your teacher fo help on any areas where your score was low.

Good stuff. You are leaming well, but review the areas where you didn't score so well carefully. Why not
ry out some of the highest scoring Good ideas? Find out f anyone else in the class can felp you foo!
Great work! You e probably leaming quickly and effectively, but there i st a il room for
improvement. Try out some of the top ideas below, and don't be scared to experiment with new sirategies,
‘Wow! You are an expert language learmer. You may even be able fo give your

classmates some help. But don' rest on your laurels; keep trying new ideas to 3
improve even more. '
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Focus on trying to answer the comprehension questions. 3
Good [ identify the most important word that you don't know and either check these in a N
ideas | dictionary or try to guess the meaning from context.

Read it quickly fist to get the general meaning. 1

Bad | Teithe teacher s oo dificut a1
5 ‘Check every difficlt word in your dictionary. 2
ideas o e anewers from another student. 3
Good | S0P her paltely whenever you dort understand something and ask er to explan it
) ‘Ask her regular questions to stop her from controlling the conversation too much.
ideas o speak more siowiy. 1

Nod your head and pretend you understand. a

Bad [ Use the transiator on your mobile phone whenever she says something you don't N
ideas | understand.

Tell her you can't understand her and walk oft El
Good | Liten toyour parner carfully AND/OR make notes on her/his answers.
) Try to use any new vocabulary that you have leamned recently.
ideas 1 e notes before starting. T

Bag | Write down al your answers before speaking. a
5 Try to finish as quickl as possible. 2
ideas ook directly to the teacher, not your partner. =
Good | Meet together with dassmates n your free time tolearn the vocabulary. 3
) Test yourself on the new vocabulary for  few minutes every day.
ideas |y ihe teacher for advice at the end of the lesson. 1

Bag | iEhlight all the words with a yallow pen- a
5 'Wait and hope that you will remember the words tomorTow. 2
ideas |G i to the school director/manager. =
Good | Discussthe differences careflly with your partner. 3
) Check the grammar reference in the coursebook o help you find the right answer. 2
ideas I the instructions to the exercise carefully to make sure you both understood.

Bad | Lookatthe answers of anather studert. a1
5 ‘Compare your answers, but don't change anything. 2
ideas | e teacher for help (You're meant to be checking In pairs). 3

Download podcasts for language leamers and lsten to them regularly. 3
Good [ Watch short YouTube videos twice or more, checking the difficult bits carefully. 2
ideas | Geta copy of the lstening tracks from the coursebook or orkbook, and listen to N

them several times, using the tapescript to help you understand.

Listen to your favourite songs i English and memorise the yrics. a

Bad  [Watch Hollywood movies in English (The fast speed of speech makes them very N
ideas | difficul, rather unnatural and they often have surprisingly limited vocabulary.)

Study grammar of vocabulary. El
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