Pragmatics 2 – Deixis and distance

Deictic centre

The speaker’s location and time.

Deictic expressions

Expressions used for ‘pointing’ via language.

Deictic projection

Speakers act as if they are somewhere else.

Deixis

‘Pointing’ via language, using a deictic expression.

Distal

Away from the speaker, connected with deictic expressions such as that and there.

Exclusive we
The use of we that excludes the addressee.

Honorific

Expression which marks that the addressee is of higher status.

Inclusive we
The use of we that includes both the speaker and the addressee.

Indexicals

Like deictic expressions, forms used for ‘pointing’ via language.

Person deixis

Forms used to point to people.

Proximal

Near the speaker, connected with deictic expressions such as this and here.

Psychological distance

Speaker’s marking of how close or distant something is perceived to be.

Social deixis

Forms used to indicate relative social status.

Spatial deixis

Forms used to point to location.

T/V distinction

A distinction between forms used for a familiar (tu) and a non-familiar (vous) addressee, in French and other languages.

