Pragmatics 5 – The co-operative principle

Co-operative principle

A basic assumption in conversation that each participant will attempt to contribute appropriately, at the required time, to the current exchange of talk and in a clear way.

Generalized conversational implicature

An additional unstated meaning that does not depend on special or local knowledge.

Hedges

Cautious notes expressed about how an utterance is to be taken, used when giving some information.

Conventional implicature

An additional unstated meaning associated with the use of a specific word (e.g. but, yet, even). It doesn’t depend on context for its interpretation.

Conversational implicature

An additional unstated meaning that has to be assumed in order to maintain the co-operative principle and the maxims. It is connected with the fact that speakers mean more than what they actually say. It depends on context for its interpretation.

Implicature

An additional unstated meaning of an utterance.
Manner

One of the maxims, in which the speaker is to be clear, brief, and orderly.

Maxim

One of the four sub-principles of the co-operative principle.

Mitigating device

Expression used to soften an imposition, e.g. please.

Quality

One of the maxims, in which the speaker has to be truthful.

Quantity

One of the maxims, in which the speaker has to be neither more nor less informative than is necessary.

Particularized conversational implicature

An additional unstated meaning that depends on special or local knowledge.

Relation

One of the maxims, in which the speaker has to be relevant.

Scalar implicature

An additional meaning of the negative of any value higher on a scale than the one uttered.

