Pragmatics 9 – Speech act classification

Commisive

A speech act in which the speaker commits him or herself to some future action, e.g. a promise.

Declaration

A speech act that brings about a change by being uttered, e.g. a judge pronouncing a sentence.

Direct speech act

Speech act where a direct relationship exists between the structure and communicative function of an utterance, e.g. using an interrogative form to ask a question.

Directive

A speech act used to get someone else to do something, e.g. an order.

Expressive

A speech act in which the speaker expresses feelings or attitudes, e.g. an apology.

Illocutionary act

When we form an utterance, we have some kind of function in our mind. This dimension is considered to be an illocutionary act.

Illocutionary force

The illocutionary act is performed via the communicative force of an utterance, i.e. what it ‘counts as’, which is generally known as the illocutionary force of an utterance.

Indirect speech act

Speech act where an indirect relationship exists between the structure and communicative function of an utterance, e.g. the use of an interrogative not to ask a question, but to make a request.

Locutionary act

The basic act of uttering a meaningful linguistic form.

Performative hypothesis

A proposal that, underlying every utterance, there is a clause with a verb that identifies the speech act.

Perlocutionary act

We do not simply create an utterance with a function without intending it to have an effect. This third dimension is labelled as perlocutionary act.

Perlocutionary effect

Depending on circumstances, we produce an utterance on the assumption that the hearer will recognize the effect we intended. This effect is generally known as perlocutionary effect.

Politeness

Showing awareness of another person’s public self-image.

Representative

A speech act in which the speaker states what is believed or known.

Speech act

An action performed by the use of an utterance to communicate.

Speech event

A set of circumstances in which people interact in some conventional way to arrive at some outcome.

